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The Glorious State of God’s Saints In Heaven Don Fortner 

1 

Grace and Glory 
Psalm 84:11 

For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give 
grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that 
walk uprightly. 
What is heaven? Do God’s saints go to heaven immediately 
when they leave this world? What is the condition, or state, of 
the saints’ existence in heaven? Who shall enter into heaven’s 
glory? Upon what grounds do the saints enter into heaven? 
These are the questions I hope to answer for in this and the 
studies that follow. I realize at the outset that I can do no more 
than scratch the surface of this great subject. The glory that 
awaits God’s saints in heaven, the vastness of our inheritance 
with Christ is light years beyond the scope of our puny brains. I 
have no hope of exhausting this subject. In preparing these 
studies, I have purposefully avoided all matters of vain curiosity 
and speculation. It is my purpose to set forth some of those 
things which are plainly taught in the Word of God about the 
glorious state of God’s saints in heaven.  
Psalm 84 is described in the title as “A Marching Song” (See 
margin.). In the eleventh verse, God’s pilgrims are inspired in 
their march through this world with these words of promise: 
“The LORD will give grace and glory.” The Psalmist takes our 
minds away from ourselves and calls our attention to “The 
LORD,” Jehovah, our God and Savior. We must not look to 
ourselves in any measure for either grace here or glory 
hereafter. The Source of grace and glory is the Lord. The 
Security of grace and glory is the Lord. Christ alone is the Rock 
of our salvation. To him alone we must look for grace and glory. 
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“The LORD will give grace and glory.”  
The word “give” declares that neither grace nor glory can be 
earned, merited, or purchased by man in anyway. This text, like 
all the Word of God, puts us upon the footing of grace. God 
cannot be obliged by man to bestow his grace; and he cannot 
be obliged by man to bestow glory. Both grace and glory are 
free gifts of God; and where he gives one he is sure to give the 
other. 
Grace and glory are inseparable gifts. They are really the same 
thing. Grace is glory in the seed. Glory is grace in full bloom. 
Glory begins in grace. And grace is completed in glory. “Grace 
is glory begun, and glory is grace consummated. Grace is glory 
in the bud, and glory is grace in the fruits. Grace is the lowest 
degree of glory, and glory is the highest degree of grace” 
(Francis Burbitt). 
These are two great and marvelous gifts which God bestows 
upon fallen men in Christ, grace and glory. The first thing he 
gives is grace. The last thing he gives is glory. 

Grace 
“The lord will give grace.” How we love that word “grace.” Grace 
is God’s riches at Christ’s expense. In the life, experience and 
hope of the believer everything is of grace, from the beginning 
to the end. Every believer gladly confesses, “By the grace of 
God I am what I am.” 

“Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let that grace, LORD, like a fetter, 
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.” 

Read this promise in the boldest letters imaginable and rejoice. 
“The LORD will give grace!” The promise comes from God the 
Lord. The Lord God Almighty, the great Jehovah, the triune God 
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will most certainly, by his own irresistible power, according to 
his own sovereign will, give grace, freely and irreversibly. 

To whom will the Lord give grace? 
We know that he will give grace. It is asserted plainly. Someone 
is going to get grace from God. But who? 
The Lord will give grace to his own elect (Rom. 9:15-16). Grace 
belongs to God. It is his sovereign prerogative to give it to whom 
he will. And there are some among the fallen sons of men 
whom God has chosen to be the recipients of his grace (John 
15:16; Matt. 11:25-27). Not one of those chosen in electing love, 
before the foundation of the world, to be a vessel of mercy shall 
fail to receive that grace before passing out of this world. 
The Lord will give grace to every sinner redeemed by Christ’s 
precious blood. Every sinner redeemed and purchased by 
Christ shall be his and shall obtain grace. Christ did not die for 
nothing! All whom he redeemed by blood shall have the grace 
of forgiveness (Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14). All whom he purchased 
shall have the grace of reconciliation (Col. 1:20). All for whom 
Christ was made a curse shall have the grace of free 
justification (Rom. 8:34; Gal. 3:13). All for whom Christ was 
made to be sin shall have the grace of righteousness (2 Cor. 
5:21). All for whom he died shall have the grace of eternal life 
(John 10:8, 27). 
The redemption which Christ accomplished is an effectual 
redemption, which infallibly secures grace for all his redeemed 
ones. Not one of those whom Christ has redeemed from among 
men shall perish. Not one of his blood bought sheep shall be 
lost. Not one member of his body shall be ruined. Not one part 
of his bride, the church, shall be destroyed. Those whom Christ 
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has redeemed shall most assuredly obtain grace (Eph. 5:25-27; 
John 10:16).1 
The Lord will give grace to every believing sinner. We do not 
know who God’s elect are, or who Christ has redeemed, except 
as they believe the gospel. Yet, we are assured by God that 
every believer is both elect and redeemed, because God 
promises grace to all who believe (Mk. 16:16; John 1:12-13; 
3:14, 15, 36; Rom. 10:9-13). 
The long and short of the gospel is this: If you believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, if you trust his precious blood alone for your 
salvation and eternal acceptance with God, he will give you 
grace. I know that a sinner cannot believe unless he has grace. 
But I also know that you cannot have grace unless you believe. 
And to every believing sinner it is promised, “The LORD will give 
grace.” 

What is this grace which God promises to give?  
The text does not say, “The LORD will give some grace,” 
“graces, “ or “a grace.” The text reads, “The LORD will give 
grace.” The implication is that wherever the Lord gives any 
grace, he gives all grace. “The LORD will give...” 
Regenerating grace (Eph. 2:1-5). 
Justifying grace (Rom. 5:1-9). 
Sanctifying grace (Heb. 10:10-14). 
Preserving grace (Phil. 1:6). 
Instructing grace (John 16:13). 
Directing grace (Prov. 3:5-6). 
Comforting grace (John 16:7; Lam. 3:24-25). 
Reviving grace (Isa. 57:15). 
Sufficient grace (2 Cor. 12:9). 
                                                 

1 NOTE: God’s sovereign election and Christ’s effectual redemption inspire us to preach the 
gospel fervently to every creature, because we know that “the LORD will give grace” to his 
chosen, blood bought people (Isa. 53:9-11). 
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“He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater, 
He sendeth more strength when the labors increase; 
To added affliction He addeth His mercy, 
To multiplied trials His multiplied peace.” 

How does the Lord give us his grace?  
God gives his grace to sinners mediatorially, through Christ our 
Mediator, through the use of the means he has ordained. 
Without question, God’s saving grace comes to chosen sinners 
before they seek it (Isa. 65:1). Yet, those who are sought of God 
are caused by grace to seek him; and he promises that all who 
earnestly seek him shall find him (Jer. 29:13-14).Believers are 
people who seek the Lord and seek his grace in Christ 
continually. He gives grace to those who seek it by prayer, 
through his Word, and in the keeping of his ordinances. These 
are the means by which God’s grace is constantly bestowed 
upon his saints in this world. God gives us his grace 
seasonably. As our days demand, his grace is given. The Lord 
our God gives us his grace readily. He is always ready to be 
gracious. The Lord our God gives us his grace constantly. 
“At home, or abroad, on the land and the sea, 
As thy days shall demand shall thy strength ever be!” 
 
Read this promise as broadly as you will. It is to you, child of 
God, in every condition and circumstance of life, “The LORD will 
give grace”. He will give you grace to serve him (2 Cor. 12:9), to 
suffer for him (Phil. 4:13), to endure temptations (1 Cor. 10:13), 
and to die in him (2 Tim. 4:6-8). 

Who is it that will give grace? 
“The LORD will give grace!” Grace is the gift of God alone. You 
will not get grace from yourself, from the church, from some 
imaginary priest, at some imaginary altar, or from the law of 
God. If we would get grace we must get it from God alone. And 
the only way God gives grace is through Christ (John 1:16-17). 
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Look to Christ! Trust Christ! Believe Christ! Cling to Christ! As 
we do, “The LORD, will give grace!” 

Glory 
The text reads, “The LORD will give grace and glory.” That little, 
connecting word, “and,” is more precious than gold. It is an 
indestructible rivet, forever uniting grace and glory. 
There are many who seem determined to take the rivet out; but 
they cannot. The text does not say, “The LORD will give grace 
and perdition,” or “grace and purgatory,” but “The LORD will 
give grace and glory.” And the text does not promise glory 
without grace. You can no more have glory without grace than 
you can have grace without glory. The two are riveted together. 
And what God has joined together let no man put asunder. 
If we have grace, we shall have glory too. God will not give one 
without the other. Grace is the bud. Glory is the flower. Grace is 
the fountain. Glory is the river. Grace is the firstfruit. Glory is the 
full harvest. If we have grace, we shall never perish. We shall 
have glory. But those who do not have grace here shall never 
have glory hereafter. It is not possible for any to be glorified who 
have not first been justified. You cannot reign with Christ in 
glory if Christ does not reign in you by grace. Grace and glory 
are inseparable gifts of God. “The LORD will give grace and 
glory.” 

What is the glory that He shall give?  
I am fully aware that no puny, earthly brain can comprehend it 
(1 Cor. 2:9). But God has revealed something of the glory that 
awaits us, that our hearts may be drawn to it (1 Cor. 2:10). 

The Glory of Heaven 
The glory we are to receive is the glory of heaven.  Having said 
that, I have said more than I comprehend. Whatever heaven is, 
God will give. It is a place of indescribable beauty. It is a state of 
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indescribable bliss. Whatever may be meant by the figurative 
language that describes it,2 all of heaven shall be ours forever. 
The Lord will give the perfection of glory without measure to all 
to whom he has given grace without measure. You and I who 
trust Christ shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob at the 
throne of Christ the Lamb in the kingdom of God. 

The Glory of Eternity 
The glory God will give is the glory of eternity. Eternity! Who can 
define it? No one on earth can fathom the meaning of the word 
“eternity.” We always confound eternity with time. We speak of 
the “endless ages of eternity.” But there are no ages in eternity. 
Eternity will never pause, decline, or draw near to a conclusion. 
We will never grow weary of eternity. And we will never grow 
weary in eternity. Eternity is unchanging, unending bliss. 

The Glory of Christ 
Moreover, the glory God will give his saints is the glory of Christ, 
our Mediator, Surety, and Covenant Head (Rom. 8:17; John 
17:22). Whatever that glory is which Christ has as our Mediator, 
as the reward of his perfect obedience to God, we shall have 
when we see him as he is in heaven. My heart pants to know, 
by actual experience the meaning of what I have just written. 
Oh, to know the glory that awaits us! Now we look through a 
glass darkly. But we long to see him face to face, to have the 
clouds of darkness swept away, that we may know and enter 
into his glory! In the serene atmosphere of heaven, we shall not 
only see the King in his beauty, but also possess his glory! 

                                                 
2 The streets of pure gold, the gates of pearl, the walls of jasper, the crowns, the palms, the 
harps, the songs, the river of the water of life, the trees bearing fruit, the tree of life, all that 
these things describe all that heaven is. 
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The Glory of Victory 
This glory will be the glory of total victory. We are more than 
conquerors through Christ our Lord (Rom. 8:32-39). By the 
grace of God and the blood of the Lamb, we shall yet be 
victorious over the world, the flesh, and the devil (Rom. 16:20). 
Death shall do us no harm, sin shall bring us no more grief, 
Satan shall tempt us no more, when the Lord gives us glory. 

The glory of a perfect nature 
The glory which the Lord will give us is the glory of a perfect 
nature (Eph. 5:25-27; Jude 24-25). This was and is the purpose 
and goal of God in predestination, election, redemption, and 
regeneration. And God’s work will not fail to accomplish his 
purpose. In heaven we shall have a perfect nature, spotless, 
sinless, incorruptible; bodies without weakness, sickness, 
decay, or death; souls incapable of temptation, sin, care, or 
trouble; hearts free of unbelief, sorrow, and pain; wills in 
complete harmony with God’s will. Imagine that! In glory we will 
possess perfect natures! Holiness, perfect holiness shall be 
ours! 
The glory promised in our text is the glory of perfect rest (Heb. 
4:11). Heaven’s glory shall be a perpetual sabbath, an endless 
day of perfect peace, perfect happiness, perfect security. “It 
shall not be possible for a man to have a wish ungratified, nor a 
desire unfulfilled...Every power shall find ample employment 
without weariness. And every passion shall have full indulgence, 
without so much as a fear of sin” (C. H. Spurgeon). This is rest! 
This is glory! We shall want what our Savior wants, do what our 
Savior wills, love what our Savior loves, and live for our Savior’s 
glory perfectly. 
This glory is a gift of God’s rich, free, abundant grace in Christ. 
“The LORD will give grace and glory.” There is not a soul in 
heaven that came there by his own merit. There is not a crown 
in heaven earned by the works of men. There is not a note of 
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self-righteousness to mar the song of the redeemed. Glory is 
the gift of God. 

When will the Lord give us this glory?  
Some will receive glory very soon. For some it will, perhaps, be 
a while yet. But of this we can be absolutely sure: “The LORD 
will give glory” as soon as our work here is done, no sooner and 
no later. And “the LORD will give glory” at the hour he has 
purposed from eternity, no sooner and no later. Let us ever 
comfort one another with these words - “The LORD will give 
grace and glory.” Our trials and troubles here are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory that awaits us (Rom. 8:18). 
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2 

Where Have They Gone; And What Are They 
Doing? 

Ecclesiastes 4:1-2 
The wise man, Solomon, after considering “all the oppressions 
that are done under the sun,” the tears of the oppressed in this 
world, the power of those who oppress, and the fact that there is 
no comfort for God’s saints in this world, said, “I praised the 
dead which are already dead more than the living which are yet 
alive.” In the Book of Revelation, we read a similar statement - 
“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord” (14:13). Yet, when 
you and I go to the funeral home and graveside to bid our loved 
ones good-bye, we are filled with sorrow and weeping. 
Why is that so? If the one God has taken is an unbeliever, the 
sorrow is understandable. Those who die in unbelief and sin die 
under the wrath of God. If our sorrow is the sorrow of parting 
friends, it is reasonable. None of us likes to part with cherished 
friends and loved ones, even temporarily. However, if the 
sorrow is the sorrow of those who have no hope, uncontrollable 
anguish, or even anger at God for having taken someone we 
love, I cannot understand that. Such sorrow reveals both 
ignorance and unbelief, ignorance of the blessed state of God’s 
saints in heaven and unbelief regarding the Word of God, the 
promises of the gospel, and the finished work of Christ. 
In this study, I want to show from the Scriptures that God’s 
saints in heaven, our departed friends, are alive and well. 
Though their bodies have died and lay in the earth, they are 
more alive than ever and full of happiness. 

The Souls of The Redeemed are in Heaven 
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First, let me show you from the Word of God that the souls of 
redeemed sinners, immediately after death, enter into heaven 
and into a state of eternal happiness. It is not my intention to 
answer the foolish questions of infidels, and heretics. Neither 
will we be sidetracked by the foolish speculations of ignorant 
men and women about life after death. As we think about the 
wonders of immortality, our only source of information is the 
Word of God. Only the eternal God can unveil the mysteries of 
eternity. 
We are creatures of God made with immortal, undying souls. 
Though these bodies must die and rot in the earth like the brute 
beasts, our souls will exist forever. As soon as you die your soul 
will enter into a state of endless happiness or misery. Man does 
not die like a dog. When your dog dies, that is all there is to it. It 
ceases to be. But when you die, that is not all there is to it. Your 
soul lives on, not in a state of sleep, insensitivity, and inactivity, 
but in the fullness of life and consciousness. 
The souls of believers, redeemed sinners, men and women who 
have been made righteous before God by the righteousness of 
Christ imputed to them, the souls of God’s saints return to God 
at death. Our departed brothers and sisters, as soon as they 
closed their eyes in death, opened them again in glory. There 
they shall remain until the second coming of Christ. Then, when 
Christ comes again in his glory, he will bring them all with him, 
raise their bodies from the dust, and reunite their bodies and 
souls in resurrection glory. Believers yet living when Christ 
comes shall then be changed, glorified, caught up into glory. 
Thereafter, we shall forever be with the Lord (1 Thess. 4:13-18). 
Though hell is as real as heaven and damnation as real as 
salvation, lest I turn your thoughts to matters of great sorrow 
and grief, I will say little about the horrible state of the wicked 
and unbelieving after death. They shall immediately, as soon as 
they close their eyes in death, wake up in the torments of hell. If 
the reader is yet without life, without faith, without Christ, and 
thus without hope, let him be warned. The wrath of God is upon 
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you. If you die without Christ, you must be forever damned! To 
die without Christ is to die without hope. But for the believer 
things are different. The believer, as soon as he dies, is alive 
forever. His soul goes immediately home to God in heaven. 

The Believer’s Entrance Into Heaven  is Immediate 
The Word of God, when speaking of the believer’s death, 
always represents it as an immediate entrance into heavenly 
blessedness and glory. Actually, for the believer, death is not 
death at all, but the beginning of life. Our Lord said, “Whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never die” (John 11:26). God’s 
elect never die! The death of the body is the liberty of the soul. 
And as soon as our souls are freed from this body of sin and 
death, we shall enter heaven. 
When the righteous perish from the earth, they live in 
uprightness forever (Isa. 57:1-2). When the righteous die, they 
are taken away from evil, enter into a world of peace, and rest in 
their beds. Their bodies rest in hope in the grave, in hope of the 
resurrection. Their souls rest in the arms of Christ, their 
Redeemer. Our departed friends have entered into everlasting 
rest (Heb. 4:9-11). There they walk in their uprightness. God 
reckons the righteousness of Christ imputed to us to be our 
righteousness. And he makes it ours personally in heaven. 
There our departed brethren walk in their uprightness, in 
spotless purity and holiness, in shining robes of bliss and glory. 
As soon as a believer dies, he is carried by God’s angels into 
heaven, Abraham’s bosom, the place of endless comfort (Lk. 
16:22-25)3. 
Every repentant sinner, as soon as he dies, is taken to be with 
Christ in Paradise (Lk. 23:43). Paradise is heaven, the garden 
                                                 

3 “Abraham’s bosom” was a Jewish expression referring to the 
place of heavenly happiness prepared for God’s saints between 
death and the resurrection. 
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of God (Rev. 2:7). It is the third heaven to which Paul was 
raptured for a brief visit (2 Cor. 12:2-4) during his pilgrimage 
here. Paradise is the place of the Divine Majesty, the place of 
happiness, pleasure, and endless delight. It was to Paradise 
that Christ went as soon as he died, to obtain eternal 
redemption for us (Heb. 9:12). Paradise is a place of assured 
blessedness, promised to sinners who seek the mercy of God in 
Christ. The dying Savior said to the dying thief, who had just 
been converted by his almighty grace, “Today (Immediately, as 
soon as this ordeal of death is over) shalt thou (Most assuredly) 
be with me (In my full presence and company forever!) in 
paradise (Heaven).” 
Death for the believer is gain, infinite, immeasurable gain (Phil. 
1:21, 23).  Paul believed that as soon as he departed from this 
world he would immediately be with Christ in blessed 
communion. Believing the Word and promise of God, he looked 
upon death as a desirable thing. 

The State of Saints Between Death and the resurrection 
What is the state of the saints’ life between death and the 
resurrection? I will not say more than the Bible says. But this 
much I know, the souls of God’s saints are not floating around in 
the sky. They have gone to a specific place where Christ is. 
They are assembled as a glorified church (Heb. 12:22-23). Their 
souls exist in a recognizable form. Moses and Elijah stood upon 
the mount of transfiguration in a recognizable form (Matt. 17:3). 
When the rich man saw Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom, he saw 
and recognized him as the very same man who laid by his gate 
upon the earth (Luke 16:23). 
Do God’s saints in heaven have a body between death and the 
resurrection? A physical body? No. A spiritual body, a heavenly 
form, a house for their souls? Most definitely! (2 Cor. 5:1). Every 
believer, as soon as he leaves this body, enters into heavenly 
glory with a heavenly body with Christ. It is this assurance of 
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heavenly glory and bliss that makes death a desirable thing for 
the believer. 

Death Comes As Welcome Relief 
Secondly, we should always remember that for the believer the 
death of his body and the freeing of his soul is a welcome relief 
(Phil. 1:21-23; Rev. 14:13). While living in this world, we seek to 
be content with God’s good providence. We want to glorify God 
by living before him in faith, resigning all things to his will. And 
we would not change our lot in life, even if we could. Our 
heavenly Father knows and always does what is best. 
Yet, life in this world, at best, is a burden to the heaven born 
soul. In this tabernacle we groan (2 Cor. 5:1-4). We grown for 
life! Our hearts cry, “O wretched man that I am! Who shall 
deliver me from this body of death!” In this body we struggle 
with sin. In heaven we shall be free from sin. In this body we are 
tempted and often fall. In heaven we shall never be tempted 
and shall never fall. In this body we weep much. In heaven we 
shall weep no more. In this body we long to be like Christ. In 
heaven we shall be like Christ. In this body we long for Christ’s 
presence. In heaven we shall forever be with Christ. 
We have many friends in heaven whom we dearly love. We 
miss them. But we do not sorrow for them. We envy them! The 
believer, as long as he is in this world, is like an eagle I once 
saw while visiting a zoo in a foreign country. He sat on an iron 
perch, with a chain holding him to the earth, gazing into heaven. 
It appeared that he longed to soar away into the distant clouds; 
but the chain held him fast to the earth. 
When an eagle is happy in an iron cage or chained to an iron 
perch, when a sheep is happy in a pack of wolves, when a fish 
is happy on dry land, then, and not until then, will the renewed 
soul be happy in this body of flesh. Death for God’s saints will 
be a welcome relief (Psa. 17:15). 

Where Have Our Friends Gone? 
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We have seen in the Scriptures that God’s saints, as soon as 
they die, enter into heaven, and that death for the believer is a 
welcome relief. Now let me answer this question - where have 
our departed friends gone? I have already shown you that they 
have gone to heaven. They have not gone to purgatory. They 
are not in limbo. They are not floating around in the air. Their 
souls are not asleep. Our friends who have left us are in 
heaven. But where is heaven? That is a question I cannot 
answer. God has not told us. Heaven is a place somewhere 
outside this world, somewhere outside time. But it is a place, a 
real place. Heaven is the place where Christ is. Heaven is the 
place to which he has promised to bring us (John 14:1-3). 
Heaven is the place where our departed friends are right now 
(Heb. 12:22-23).  

Death is the dissolving of this earthly body 
Read 2 Corinthians 5:1-8. In these eight verses Paul tells us 
several things about the believer’s death and entrance into 
heaven. Death is the dissolving of this earthly body. This body is 
of the earth. This body is only suitable for the earth. This body 
must return to the earth. And the dissolution of this body is no 
cause for sorrow. Richard Baxter wrote, “It will be like taking off 
a shoe that hurts my foot - a welcome relief! It will be like laying 
aside a tool that is no longer needed because its work is done.” 
It will be like tearing down a tent to move into a house.  

In heaven we shall have another house for our souls.  
“In my Father’s house are many mansions,” houses, dwelling 
places. Whatever our house in heaven shall be, it shall be a 
house not made with hands, a house prepared by Christ, and a 
house suitable to our life in glory.  
As soon as this earthly tabernacle is dissolved, we shall enter 
that house Christ has prepared for our souls in heaven. There 
will be no lapse of time, no delay, between the dissolving of this 
body and our entrance into our house in glory. This is not a 
matter of conjecture, but of certainty. “We know,” Paul says. We 
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who are taught of God know these things by the revelation of 
God in his Word, by the earnest of the Spirit (v. 5), and by virtue 
of our faith in Christ (v. 7). What happens to the believer after 
death? Do you ask, “Where have our departed friends gone?” 
They have gone to heaven. They have gone home. They have 
gone to be with Christ! 

What are God’s saints doing in heaven 
The scriptures speak sparingly with regard to the saints’ 
employment in heaven. But some things are revealed. 

God’s saints in heaven are celebrating and adoring the 
perfections of God in Christ (Rev. 5:11-12; 7:11-12).  
There they who behold his face speak with unceasing 
astonishment of his holiness, power, wisdom, goodness, grace, 
faithfulness, and love. 

God’s saints in heaven are delightfully employed in 
beholding the glory of God in the face of Christ (John 
17:24).  
Oh, my soul, what will it be to behold the glory of our 
Redeemer? We shall forever behold him as he is, with a 
constantly increasing knowledge of him. Heaven is the Garden 
of God where the Rose of Sharon is in full bloom; and the 
fragrance of it perfumes the whole place. Heaven is to behold 
Christ forever, never taking our eyes off him, and never wanting 
to. 

God’s saints in heaven are employed in the constant 
exercise of every spiritual grace:  
Faith - The saints in heaven believe God.  
Hope - Our brethren patiently wait in hope of the resurrection.  
Love - They truly love one another. 

God’s saints in heaven are employed in the unending 
service of God (Rev. 7:14-15).   
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They are engaged in prayer (Rev. 6:10). They sing the songs of 
grace to the praise of God. Electing, redeeming, regenerating, 
justifying, sanctifying, preserving grace is the constant theme of 
their song around the throne of God. God’s saints in heaven are 
engaged in constant , uninterrupted fellowship with one another 
and with the holy angels. A casual reading of the Book of 
Revelation conveys the idea that God’s saints will forever 
discuss with one another and with the heavenly angels the 
wonders of covenant mercy, the ministry of the angelic hosts, 
redeeming love, saving grace, and divine providence. 
Make certain that you are in Christ. Let every child of God take 
comfort with regard to those who have gone to heaven. “Bessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord!” And be assured, weary 
pilgrim, that your weary, troublesome life will end soon and that 
it will end well (2 Cor. 4:17 - 5:1). 
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3 

“The Hope of Glory” 
Colossians 1:27 

“To whom God would make known what is the riches of the 
glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, 
the hope of glory.” 
The gospel of God’s free and sovereign grace in Christ is a 
mystery hidden from the unregenerate man, hidden from every 
unbeliever, but revealed by his Spirit to his saints — “To whom 
God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory.” There are three things revealed in this text. 
1. All the riches promised, proclaimed, and presented to sinners 
in the gospel are in Christ. The riches of the gospel are spiritual 
riches. They are called, “The riches of the glory of this mystery,” 
because the glory of the gospel is, in great measure, to be seen 
in the riches of grace it holds in store for sinners who trust 
Christ. What are these riches? They are the rich truths of grace, 
compared to gold, silver, and precious stones, by which God 
builds his holy temple (1 Cor. 3:11-16). They are the rich truths 
of the gospel: sovereign election, substitutionary redemption, 
almighty, irresistible, saving grace, and the infallible 
preservation of God’s saints in grace. The riches Paul speaks of 
are the rich treasures of grace laid up for sinners in Christ. In 
Christ there are immense and infinite treasures of grace laid up 
in store for God’s elect (John 1:16; Eph. 1:3; Col. 2:9-10). All the 
promises of God, relating to this life and to the life to come, are 
in Christ yea and amen, sure and infallible. In Christ we have 
free justification (Rom. 3:24-26), absolute pardon (Eph. 1:7), 
complete reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:17), eternal adoption (1 John 
3:1-2), and eternal life (Rom. 3:23). 
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2. Christ is also the glory of the gospel. Read Colossians 1:27 
again. — “To whom God would make known what is the riches 
of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ.” 
The gospel is the revelation of the glory of God; and the glory of 
God is Christ. We see the glory of God in the face of Christ. 
That is to say, by faith in Christ every believer sees that which 
was revealed to Moses I Exodus 34: God’s glorious, sovereign 
goodness and inflexible justice in the exercise of his saving 
grace in Christ (Isa. 45:20). God’s glory is known and revealed 
only in Christ, the incarnate God, the sinner’s Substitute (John 
1:18; 17:3; 2 Cor. 4:6). 
3. The believer’s hope of glory is Christ. “Christ in you, the hope 
of glory.” We live in hope of immortality and eternal life in 
heavenly glory. The basis, foundation, and ground of our hope 
is “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” That is the subject of this 
chapter. The glory which the saints will have with Christ will be 
the enjoyment of him forever in heaven. This hope of glory in 
which we live is brought to light by the gospel. 
Christ is our hope of glory. “Glory itself is in his hands. The gift 
of it is with him and through him. He has made way by his 
sufferings and death for the enjoyment of it, and is now 
preparing it for us by his presence and intercession. His grace 
makes us worthy of it. His righteousness gives us title to it. And 
his Spirit is the earnest of it” (John Gill). 
The hope of glory which we have in Christ is built upon Christ 
himself alone. It is a hope founded upon his blood, 
righteousness, intercession, and grace. Here are ten facts 
revealed in the Scriptures which assure us that our hope of 
glory is a good, well-grounded, and sure hope. We hope to go 
to heaven when we die. But more, we hope for immortality and 
eternal life in glory with Christ because... 

God has promised eternal life and glory to his elect. 
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It is written, “The Lord will give grace and glory” (Psa. 84:11). 
God promises to godly men and women not only spiritual life 
that now is, but also eternal life which is to come (1 Tim. 4:8). 
This promise of eternal life, life with Christ forever in glory, is the 
principle, all-encompassing promise of the gospel. It is the 
center of all the promises of God. Indeed, all other blessings of 
grace terminate in this — “This is the promise that he promised 
us, even eternal life” (1 John 2:25). It is a promise made by 
God, who cannot lie, before the world began (Tit. 1:2). This is a 
promise that can be depended upon. It is sure and certain. 
When this life is over God’s saints shall enter into eternal life in 
glory. “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he 
is tried,” when he has been proved by the trials and afflictions of 
life in this world, “he shall receive the crown of life, which the 
Lord hath promised to them that love him” (James 1:12). And 
the crown of life is the “crown of glory that fadeth not away” (1 
Pet. 5:4). 

God has prepared eternal life and glory for his elect.  
It is a glory unseen, unheard of, and inconceivable to the minds 
of men and women in this world. But it is a glory prepared by 
God for them that love him (1 Cor. 2:9). This preparation of 
eternal happiness was made for us before the world began. 
Heaven is a kingdom prepared for God’s elect from the 
foundation of the world (Matt. 25:34). It was prepared in the 
counsels and purposes of God, which cannot be defeated, 
frustrated, or made void by any means. And this kingdom of 
glory shall, most assuredly, be given to those men and women 
for whom it was prepared by God (Matt. 20:23). It will not be 
given to any but those for whom it was prepared. It cannot be 
purchased, earned, won, or in anyway merited by the works of 
men. But it shall be given freely to those for whom God 
prepared it. 
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God’s elect are men and women he has prepared unto 
glory (Rom. 9:23). 
Not only has God promised and prepared a kingdom of glory for 
his elect, but his elect are “vessels of mercy which he had afore 
prepared unto glory.” Every work of God’s grace is a 
preparatory work by which he prepares his people to enter into 
and enjoy everlasting glory. 
God prepared us unto glory in sovereign predestination, having 
ordained us unto eternal life. At God’s appointed “time of love” 
(Ezek. 16:8), those who were ordained unto eternal life are 
given grace to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and effectually 
caused to come to him in faith by the Spirit of grace (Acts 13:48; 
Psa. 65:4). 
Those whom God has ordained to eternal life and caused to 
believe on Christ shall most assuredly enjoy that life in eternity 
to which they were ordained from eternity. The means of 
bringing God’s elect into eternal life in glory as well as eternal 
life itself has been infallibly fixed by God’s decree (2 Thess. 
2:13-14). 
“God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation,” not from 
the beginning of your repentance, faith, and conversion, but 
from the beginning of time, from eternity. All who now believe, 
and all who ever shall believe were chosen by God to salvation 
before the world began. 
The means by which God determined to save us is plainly 
revealed. “Through sanctification of the Spirit” — Regeneration. 
“And belief of the truth” — Faith in Christ. “Whereunto he called 
you by our gospel” — The preaching of the gospel. 
That salvation and eternal life to which we have been elected, 
predestinated, and called is eternal glory – “To the obtaining of 
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” We shall obtain that very 
same glory which Christ has entered into and now possesses. 
He has it in his hands to give to God’s elect (John 17:2). He 
declares that it is ours (John 17:5, 20). We have been 
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predestinated to it (Rom. 8:29). And we shall have it (Rom. 
8:28-31). 
Here is a marvelous, golden chain of grace which cannot be 
broken. It begins in predestination and ends in glorification. — 
“Whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he 
called them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he 
also glorified!” 

The elect’s hope of glory is a covenant hope 
The hope of glory arises from the covenant of grace ordered in 
all things and sure (2 Sam. 23:5). The covenant of grace 
includes among its many blessings an everlasting inheritance of 
happiness and glory, and assures every believer of its 
possession (Eph. 1:10-14). It is called a covenant of grace, 
because it arises from and is founded upon the pure, free grace 
of God in Christ and is filled with all the blessings of grace. In 
the Scriptures it is called the covenant of peace (Ezek. 37:26), 
because it has for its end the restoration of sinners to God in 
peace and reconciliation by Christ (Mal. 2:5). And it is called the 
covenant of life for the same reason. It finds its full 
accomplishment in eternal life in glory. 
It is a covenant ordered in all things and sure. Everything 
necessary for our spiritual and eternal welfare was provided and 
secured by our God in this covenant before the world was made 
(Eph. 1:3-9). The blessings of the covenant are all that is 
involved in our salvation. It comprehends and secures 
everything respecting our spiritual happiness in this world and in 
the world to come. 
This covenant of grace is all our desire. There is nothing good, 
nothing desirable for our souls’ everlasting happiness and glory, 
that is not provided and secured in the covenant. The hope of 
glory in which we now live arises from the covenant of grace 
made between God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Spirit before the world began. 
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A sure hope 
The suretyship engagements and performances of Christ as our 
Covenant Head and Representative assure us that our hope of 
glory is not vain. All that God promised and pledged to his elect 
in the covenant was made sure to us by Christ, the Surety of the 
covenant (Heb. 7:22-25). Christ became a Surety for his people 
in the covenant of grace. As such, he pledged himself not only 
to bring the blessings of grace to us in time, but also to bring us 
to glory in eternity. He pledged not only that he would bring us 
to himself in faith and into the fold of his church upon earth, but 
also to set us before his Father’s face in heaven (John 10:16). 
As Judah became surety for Benjamin (Gen. 43:9), promising to 
bring him and set him before the face of his father, Jacob, or 
bear the blame forever, so Christ, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
became Surety for God’s elect and promised to bring them 
everyone to glory at last. 
As our great Surety, Christ looked upon himself as being under 
obligation to do everything required by the law and justice and 
mercy and grace of God to bring us home to God in heaven. He 
became responsible to God for our everlasting salvation. 
Therefore, in the fullness of time, he came into the world to 
remove our sins, establish righteousness for us, and open the 
way before us unto God. He came that we might have life and 
that we might have it more abundantly (John 10:10). He came 
to give us a more excellent and abundant life than Adam had in 
innocence, or the angels have in heaven. He came to give us a 
life of glory with himself. 
Christ our Surety is “the hope of glory.” He is the Captain of our 
salvation. As such, he will bring many sons to glory and present 
them to the Father, saying, “Behold, I and the children whom 
God hath given me” (Heb. 2:10-13). This is what the Apostle 
means when he says, “Wherefore he is able to save them to the 
uttermost that come to God by him!” 
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A hope assured by a Forerunner 
We are further assured of the hope of glory by Christ’s entrance 
into glory as our Forerunner (Heb. 6:20). After his resurrection 
from the dead, the Lord Jesus Christ ascended up into heaven 
and entered into glory, not for himself, but for us, as the Head 
and Representative of God’s elect, for whom he suffered, bled, 
and died upon the cursed tree. He entered into heaven as our 
Forerunner, took possession of it in our name, and now appears 
in the presence of God for us (Heb. 9:24). Our Redeemer’s 
representation of us in glory is so real a representation and so 
absolutely secures our entrance into glory with him that we are 
said to be already seated together with him in heavenly places 
(Eph. 2:6). 

A hope assured by the prayers of Christ 
The prayers and preparations of Christ for the future glory of his 
people assure us of the hope of glory.Our Savior has gone to 
heaven to prepare a place for us (John 14:2). He says, “In my 
Father’s house are many mansions” — abiding houses of 
wealth, places filled with peace, joy, and happiness. “If it were 
not so, I would have told you.” If heavenly glory were nothing 
but a dream and vain delusion, I would have told you. I would 
not deceive you with a false hope. “I go to prepare a place for 
you.” 
Our all-glorious Savior has gone to heaven, the Father’s house, 
to prepare a place for us, his beloved friends. Yes, heavenly 
glory is a kingdom prepared for us from the foundation of the 
world by the purpose and decree of God. Yet, it required 
another, fresh preparation by the bodily presence, blood 
atonement, and gracious intercession of Christ. Christ is in 
heaven preparing a place for chosen sinners. This is his 
particular business in heaven. He is preparing a place for us! 
One great part of that preparation is our Savior’s intercession to 
God on our behalf. Christ, our great High Priest, is making 
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intercession to God on behalf of his elect, redeemed people. He 
is praying for the salvation of those who yet believe not (Heb. 
7:25), the non-imputation of sin to his erring people (1 John 2:1-
2), the spiritual unity of his church (John 17:21), the 
preservation of his elect (John 17:15), and the eternal 
happiness of his saints in heaven (John 17:24). 
When our place in heaven is perfectly prepared for us and we 
for it, Christ will come to take us home to glory (John 14:3). — 
“If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.” 
Sickness is the voice of our Beloved calling us home. Death is 
the car he sends to take us home. Our departed brothers and 
sisters in Christ, our friends and companions in the kingdom of 
God are already there, at home with Christ in the Father’s 
house. 

A hope assured by the call of God the Spirit 
The hope of glory is born in our souls by the effectual call of 
God the  Holy Spirit. The apostle Paul admonished Timothy to 
“lay hold on eternal life,” to look for it, expect it, anticipate it, and 
believe that he would enter into it at last. The basis for his 
admonition was, “whereunto thou art also called” (1 Tim. 6:12). 
Like Timothy, every believer has been called to eternal life and 
glory in Christ. Therefore, we are exhorted to “walk worthy of 
God, who hath called (us) unto his kingdom and glory” (1 Thess. 
2:12). And we are assured that “the God of all grace, who hath 
called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus” (1 Pet. 5:10) will 
bring us safely home to glory at last. Those whom he has 
called, he will also glorify. We are called to glory. And we shall 
enter glory by the grace of God. 

A hope assured by the earnest of the Spirit 
The hope of glory which we have in Christ is a good and lively 
hope, because we have the earnest of the Spirit (2 Cor. 5:5; 
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Eph. 1:14). The Holy Spirit has been given to us in regeneration 
as the earnest, the down payment, the first installment, of our 
inheritance in glory. We are sealed by him until the day of our 
full redemption and entrance into everlasting glory. As surely as 
God has given us his Spirit, the earnest of our inheritance, in 
regeneration, he will also give us the fullness of our inheritance 
in Christ in glorification. The Holy Spirit, and eternal life by his 
grace and power, is a well of living water in the hearts of God’s 
saints springing up into everlasting life in glory (John 4:14). 

A hope assured by desires for glory with Christ 
The hope of glory which we have in Christ fills the believer’s 
heart with desires for glory with Christ (Psa. 27:4). In this 
tabernacle of flesh we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed 
with the perfection of everlasting glory in the presence of Christ, 
that mortality might be swallowed up of life (2 Cor. 5:1-4). As we 
begin to apprehend the glory that awaits us, we desire to depart 
and be with Christ, which is far better than anything we can 
experience in this world (Phil. 1:23). We choose rather to be 
absent from the body and to be present with the Lord than to go 
on in this weak and sinful frame of flesh (2 Cor. 5:8). 
Those who die in faith, die in happiness, knowing that they are 
going to a city whose Builder and Maker is God (Heb. 11:3). 
They are confident, with David, that as God has guided them in 
life with his counsel, he will at the end of life receive them up to 
glory (Psa. 73:24). — “For we know that if our earthly house of 
this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 Cor. 
5:1). 
How many saints, and even martyrs, have cried, as they were 
about to leave this world, “Glory! Glory! Glory!” as if they had 
seen it and were leaving this world to go to it. The infidels of this 
world think such men and women to be enthusiastic dreamers. 
But the believer looks with envy upon his departing friends, 
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because we have within us the hope of glory to which they are 
have gone. 
The believer’s “hope of glory” is a matter of unquestionable fact, 
plainly revealed in Holy Scripture. Believers, as soon as they 
depart from this world, are immediately with Christ in glory. 
Those who die in Christ are truly blessed of God, from the 
moment of their death and forever. “The angels stand around 
their dying beds waiting to do their office; and as soon as the 
soul is separated from the body, escort it through the regions of 
the air to heavenly bliss” (John Gill). Lazarus, as soon as he 
died, was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom (Lk. 
16:22). The penitent thief, on the day that he died by Christ’s 
side, was carried with Christ into Paradise (Lk. 23:43). Every 
believer who has died in faith is now in heaven. And you and I, if 
we are born of God, if we live by faith in Christ, as soon as we 
die, shall be with Christ in glory! 
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4 

Images of Heavenly Glory 
Revelation 21:1-27 

Read Revelation chapter twenty-one. In that chapter the Holy 
Spirit gives us several biblical images representing the present 
and everlasting state of God’s saints in heaven’s glory. It is mot 
my intention in this study to the mysteries of that chapter. I know 
the impossibility of that task. We will never know the fulness of 
the glory awaiting us until we experience it. But the things 
recorded in those twenty-seven verses do give us some images 
of the heavenly glory awaiting every believer.  
In this series of studies I am trying to describe the glorious state 
of God’s saints in heaven, a task more fit for an angel than for a 
man, or for one of the glorified saints in heaven than for a weak, 
sinful, mortal creature like myself. But it is a task God has, I 
believe, laid upon my heart and one in which I thoroughly 
delight. Our conception of heavenly glory and the greatness of it 
must be formed according to the adjectives used in the Word of 
God to describe it. 

It is an unseen glory (1 Cor. 2:9).  
The glory of heaven consists of “things not seen” (2 Cor. 4:18), 
which are eternal. We look for and have an assured hope of 
heaven by faith. But no one on earth has ever seen it. (See 
Heb. 11:1.) No one here has ever had so much as a glimpse of 
heaven but by faith. We live in hope of that which we have not 
yet seen (Rom. 8:24-25). 
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It is a future glory (Rom. 8:18; 1 John 3:2).  
Our friends who have gone before us enjoy the glory of heaven 
now. But for us, it is altogether a future thing, yet to be revealed. 
Sometimes we imagine that we have experienced a little 
foretaste of heaven, or a little of “heaven on earth,” in the 
worship of our God; but we have never come close. The glory of 
heaven is a glory yet to be revealed. 

It is an incomparable glory (Rom. 8:18).  
There is nothing in this world to be compared to the glory of 
heaven. All earthly honor, riches, pleasure, and greatness are 
trifling and empty things of vanity, when compared to the glory 
that awaits us. Even the sufferings of God’s saints in this world 
for Christ’s sake, which is the purest and most glorious form of 
service to him, is not worthy to be compared to the glory that 
awaits us. And if our most glorious services cannot be 
compared to the glory of heaven, they certainly cannot be 
meritorious of heaven! The very best things we do for our God, 
from the purest principles cannot be compared to heavenly 
glory. Our afflictions for Christ are “light afflictions” - Heaven is a 
weight of glory. Our afflictions are but for a moment - Heavenly 
glory is eternal. 
It is the prospect of heavenly glory that supports believers in 
their troubles, and makes them choose to suffer affliction with 
the people of God and to esteem the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures of Egypt, causing them to take joyfully 
the spoiling of their goods for Christ’s sake, knowing that in 
heaven they have a better and an enduring substance (Heb. 
11:25-26; 10:34). If nothing in this world can be compared to the 
glory that awaits us in heaven, then let us set our hearts on 
things above, not on things on the earth (Col. 3:1-4; Matt. 6:19-
34). 
My rest is in heaven, my rest is not here,  
Then why should I tremble when trials come near? 
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Be hushed, my dark spirit, the worst that can come  
But shortens thy journey, and hastens thee home. 
 
It is not for me to be seeking my bliss,  
Or building my hopes in a region like this; 
I look for a city that hands have not piled,  
I pant for a country by sin undefiled.  
 
Afflictions oppress me, but cannot destroy,  
One glimpse of His love turns them all into joy; 
The bitterest tears, if He smiles but on them,  
Like dew in the sunshine, grow diamond and gem. 
 
Let doubt, then, and danger my progress oppose,  
They only make heaven more sweet at the close,  
Come joy, or come sorrow, whatever befall,  
One hour with my God will make up for them all. 
 
A load on my back, a staff in my hand,  
I march on in haste through an enemy’s land; 
The road may be rough, but it cannot be long;  
I’ll smooth it with hope and cheer it with song. 

It is an eternal glory (1 Pet. 5:10).  
The glory of this world passes away very quickly. But the glory 
of the world to come never shall. The glory of this world is 
fading. The glory of that world is ending. The glory of this is 
temporal. The glory of that world is eternal. The glory of heaven 
is an immutable, eternal weight of glory. All that awaits us on 
the other side is eternal... 

• A Crown Of Glory That Fadeth Not Away. 
• An Inheritance That Is Eternal. 
• A House, Not Made With Hands, Eternal In The 
Heavens. 
• A Kingdom That Is Everlasting. 
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• A City That Abides And Continues Forever. 
“When kingdoms, crowns, and scepters are no more, and all 
that is great and glorious in this world (has passed away), this 
will endure forever, for it is eternal glory the God of all grace 
calls his people to and will put them in possession of” (John 
Gill). 
Here is the glory of heaven - It is to be forever with the Lord. It is 
eternity with Christ! 
This world is not my home, I’m only passing through; 
A stranger here, I must go on, My home is now in view: 
“Forever with the Lord!” Amen! So let it be! 
With Christ I’ll live forevermore In immortality! 

Heaven is a place of glory (John 14:3).  
Our Lord said, “I go and prepare a place for you.” Yes, heaven 
is a state and condition of glory. But it is also a place of glory, a 
place where Christ is gone, a place where he sits in a real body 
upon a glorious throne, a place prepared for us. 
The glory of that place called heaven is set forth in the 
Scriptures under many striking images, images taken from the 
most great, glorious, rich and valuable things known to men. We 
know that the imagery used in the Scriptures to describe 
heaven is not given to describe its literal form, size, and shape, 
because Paul told us plainly that no tongue could describe what 
he saw there and heard there (2 Cor. 12:1-4). Those images 
drawn of heaven by the inspired writers of God’s Word are 
intended to show us the surpassing excellence and infinite glory 
that awaits us in heaven. Here are five images given in the 
Word of God to show us the grandeur and greatness of 
heavenly glory. 
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Heaven is represented as a house (2 cor. 5:1).  
It is a house, but a house incomparable to any house found in 
this world. This house is a building of God, “a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

This house is not built by man’s hands.  
This is a house whose Builder and Maker is God. There is 
nothing, not one brick or piece of timber in that heavenly house 
that has been laid in its place by the will of man, the works of 
man, or the worship of man. Our house in heaven is a 
construction of grace alone. It is true, the works of God’s saints 
follow them into their house in heaven (Rev. 14:13). But they do 
not go before them. And they have nothing to do with the 
building of that house. It is a building of God. Its foundation was 
laid in God’s purpose. Its walls were erected by Christ’s blood. 
Its title deed was purchased by Christ’s blood. Its door was 
opened by Christ’s entrance into heaven. 
Solomon built a great temple in Jerusalem. When it was laid in 
ruins, Zerubbabel rebuilt it, and Herod repaired it. It was a grand 
and glorious structure in the eyes of men. But where is it now? 
Not one stone is left in its place. It was a holy place made with 
hands. But it was only a temporary, typical house. Our house in 
heaven is the true holy place. It is the building of God, the work 
of free, sovereign, effectual grace in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This house is in the heavens (2 Cor. 5:2).  
Our present houses of clay, the physical bodies in which we 
now live, have their foundation in the dust of the earth. 
Therefore, they must soon crumble. But our house which is from 
heaven and in heaven is eternal. It will never age, or crumble, or 
stand in need of repair. Men build their houses on earth and 
vainly imagine that they will stand forever (Psa. 49:11). But in 
time they decay, are demolished by the elements, broken down 
with earthquakes, burned by fire, or destroyed by their enemies. 
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Our heavenly house of glory abides forever. All its apartments 
are called “everlasting habitations” (Lk. 16:9). 

Our Lord Jesus called this house our “Father’s house” 
(John 14:2).  
It is his Father’s house. That makes it our Father’s house; and 
that makes it all the more endearing and glorious. In our 
Father’s house there are many mansions. Roll this morsel 
around in your heart - Heaven is called the “Father’s house.” 
Our Father built it. Our Father dwells there. It is the place where 
He would have all his children to be. Our Father’s house is a 
rich, roomy, stately, and well stored house, a place of “many 
mansions.” These mansions are dwelling places for the King’s 
sons. They are places of rest, joy, and peace, where the sons 
and daughters of almighty God want for nothing. And there are 
“many” of them! Many for the many who were ordained to 
eternal life - The many who have been justified by Christ’s 
obedience - The many for whom his blood was shed for the 
remission of sins - And the many sons whom he will bring to 
glory (Acts 13:48; Rom. 5:19; Matt. 26:28; Heb. 2:10). There is 
room enough and provision enough in the Father’s house for all 
the innumerable hosts of those men and women out of every 
nation, kindred, tribe and tongue chosen, redeemed, and called 
by almighty grace. 

Heavenly glory is called an inheritance (Acts 20:32; Eph. 
1:11; Col. 1:12; Rom. 8:17).  
As Canaan was an inheritance distributed by lot to the children 
of Israel, so heavenly glory is an inheritance given by lot, by the 
lot which God himself arranged (Prov. 16:33), to the Israel of 
God. As Canaan is a type of heaven, it should never be 
forgotten that Moses could never bring Israel into the land. But 
what Moses through the weakness of the flesh could not do, 
Joshua did. And the saints of God are brought to heaven not by 
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the works of the law, but by the Lord Jesus Christ, our Joshua, 
our Deliverer, the Captain of our salvation. 
An inheritance is a free gift. It cannot be earned by labor and 
diligence. It cannot be merited. And it cannot be purchased with 
money. It is bequeathed from one person to another. Our 
inheritance in heavenly glory was given by God the father to his 
Son, Christ Jesus our Lord. And it is given by Christ to all who 
trust him. It is to us a gift of pure, free, sovereign grace. Be sure 
you understand these things. 
Heavenly glory cannot be obtained, in any part or degree, by 
the works of men. All men by nature vainly imagine that they 
must do something to inherit eternal life in heaven. But their 
proud imaginations deceive them. Eternal life is the gift of God 
(Rom. 6:23) in its promise, in its bestowment, in its preservation, 
and in its everlasting enjoyment. Heavenly glory cannot be 
purchased by men. If a man should give all his substance for it, 
the price offered would be utterly despised by God. Heavenly 
glory is an inheritance bequeathed to chosen sinners by our 
heavenly Father from eternity. It is the Father’s good pleasure to 
give his kingdom to his elect. He gives it by his own will, by a 
testament, through, by, and upon the merits of the sacrificial 
death of his dear Son, the Testator (Heb. 9:15-17). 
This inheritance belongs only to the children of God (Rom. 
8:17). It does not belong to his servants, the angels (Heb. 1:14), 
nor to the children of the bond-woman (Gal. 4:30), self-
righteous, legalistic, works and free-will religionists, but only to 
those men and women predestinated to adoption in eternity and 
called to be the sons of God in time. Yet, it is an inheritance that 
belongs to all the saints of God fully. There are no degrees of 
glory in heaven. There are no back settlements in the heavenly 
Canaan! There are no second class citizens in the New 
Jerusalem! 
Our heavenly inheritance is incorruptible. All earthly inheritances 
are corruptible, subject to change, and unstable. This 
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inheritance cannot be corrupted by us or anyone else. It cannot 
be changed or altered in any degree. It is as sure as the throne 
of God. It is an undefiled inheritance. It is an inheritance that 
fadeth not away. It is an eternal inheritance (Heb. 9:15). It is an 
inheritance reserved in heaven, immutably and infallibly 
reserved in heaven for God’s elect (1 Pet. 1:4). God keeps the 
inheritance for us; and God keeps us for the inheritance. 

Another familiar image of heaven is that of a city (Heb. 
11:10).  
Heaven is a large, rich, spacious, fully inhabited city, whose 
Builder and Maker is God. Like the other images, this word, 
“city”, is a figurative term, not to be understood in any carnal, 
earthly, mundane sense. Heaven is a city infinitely beyond 
anything on this earth. 
It is “a city which hath foundations.” Not one foundation, but 
many, so that it is firm, immovable, and cannot be shaken, 
thrown down, or dissolved. The foundations upon which this 
city, this habitation of glory, is built are the everlasting love of 
God, the unalterable covenant of grace, and the blessed Rock 
of Ages, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
The glory of this city cannot be comprehended or described by 
men upon this earth (2 Cor. 12:4). The description of the New 
Jerusalem given by the Apostle John is a hyperbole. It does 
exactly what it was intended to do. It defies imagination. John 
saw in his vision a city with walls of jasper, gates of pearl, and 
streets of pure gold, transparent as glass! What a place of 
spiritual wealth, abundance, and happiness heaven must be! 
What a place of spiritual excellence and perfection! There they 
have no value, absolutely no value, for the most priceless 
treasures and gems of the world! In that world, where there is 
no sin, there is no greed, nor covetousness, nor ambition. In 
that glory land, where there is no sin, material things are nothing 
but useful accommodations. No value is placed upon them. 
Jasper is nothing but a wall to enclose the church of God. 
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Pearls are nothing but gates to open the kingdom of God. Gold 
is nothing but pavement upon which men and women walk to 
the throne of God. May God graciously teach us so to use them 
now! 

Heavenly glory is represented to us as a kingdom.  
A house is great. An inheritance is something greater. A city is 
something greater still. But the inspired writers seem to stretch 
for words to describe the heavenly glory, using ever expanding 
ideas to describe it. What is heaven? It is a glorious house! Yes, 
but it is more than a house. It is a glorious inheritance! Yes, but 
it is more than an inheritance. It is a glorious city! Yes, but it is 
more than a city. It is a glorious kingdom! 
God’s saints in this world are kings. We have a kingdom now 
which cannot be moved (Heb. 12:28). It is a kingdom that lies 
not in carnal ceremonies, but in righteousness, peace, and joy 
in the Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17). And we are heirs of another 
kingdom, a kingdom prepared for us from the foundation of the 
world (Matt. 25:35). It is a kingdom of glory (1 Thess. 2:12). It is 
an everlasting kingdom. We have been called and born into this 
kingdom by the almighty, irresistible grace and power of God 
the Holy Spirit. We have been prepared and fitted for this 
kingdom by the blood and righteousness of Christ. 
The kingdom of glory to which we are heirs is the place where 
every believer shall be crowned and honored by God and all the 
holy angels. In this world there is no honor put upon faith, 
faithfulness, and commitment to Christ. But in the world to come 
God himself and all his holy angels will honor and crown 
redeemed sinners for the perfection of beauty grace has given 
them in Christ (Eph. 1:10; 2;7; Rev. 21:9). (See Jeremiah 
33:16.) The Lord God himself will give us a crown. 
A Crown Of Life (James 1:12). 
A Crown Of Righteousness (2 Tim. 4:8). 
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A Crown Of Glory That Fadeth Not Away (1 Cor. 9:25). 
And our great God and Savior will cause us to sit upon a throne 
as kings in his glorious kingdom (Rev. 3:21). We have been 
raised from the dunghill of fallen humanity by his grace. And we 
shall be raised from the dunghill to a throne of glory in heaven 
(1 Sam. 2:8). There, in heavenly glory, we shall inherit and sit 
upon the throne with Christ himself. This is grace! And this is 
glory! 

Heavenly glory is set in the image of infinite, eternal, holy 
pleasure (psa. 16:11).  
Heaven is a house. Heaven is an inheritance. Heaven is a city. 
Heaven is a kingdom. And heaven is a place of glorious life, 
fullness of joy, and pleasure forevermore. Everything that is 
pleasing to the renewed mind, gratifying to the sanctified heart, 
and desirable to the regenerate soul shall be fully enjoyed to all 
eternity in heaven’s glory land. 
There we shall sit down with Christ at his table and drink new 
wine with him in his Father’s kingdom. There we shall pick and 
eat the fruit of the Tree of Life which stands in the midst of the 
Paradise of God. There we shall drink of that pure River of The 
Water of Life proceeding out of the throne of God and of the 
Lamb. There we shall see what no eye has seen, hear what no 
ear has heard, and understand that which has never entered 
into the heart of man. 
“The eye of man has seen many things on earth very grand and 
illustrious, and what have been very entertaining to it. But it 
never saw such objects as will be seen in heaven. The ear of 
man has heard and been entertained with very pleasing sounds, 
very delightful music, vocal and instrumental. But it never heard 
such music as will be heard in heaven. The heart of man can 
conceive of more than it has either seen or heard. But it never 
conceived of such things as will be enjoyed in the world above” 
(John Gill). 

 38



The Glorious State of God’s Saints In Heaven Don Fortner 

The door of access to heavenly glory is straight. The way is 
narrow. We must come in by the Door, Christ Jesus. The only 
way to God, the only way to heaven, the only way to glory is 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Christ is the Only Way, the 
Righteous Way, and the Sure Way. Let none be satisfied with 
merely studying about the glory awaiting Gods saints in heaven. 
Let us make certain that we are in the Way that brings sinners 
there. Let us make our calling and election sure. Make certain 
that you are in Christ. 
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5 

Heaven: The Place of Satisfaction 
Psalm 17:15 

Heaven is a place of satisfaction, complete, perfect, eternal 
satisfaction. All the purpose of almighty God shall be fully 
satisfied in heaven. When all things are finished, when 
everything that must be has been, when the present heavens 
and earth have passed away and God has made all things new, 
when the wicked have been cast into hell forever and the saints 
of God have all been transformed into the image of his dear 
Son, when all things have been completely subdued to Christ, 
“Then cometh the end,” when Christ shall deliver up the whole 
company of the redeemed unto God our Father, and God shall 
be “all in all” (1 Cor. 15:24-28). All God’s elect shall be saved 
forever. God’s glory shall be revealed in all things to all 
creatures. Christ shall have all pre-eminence for all eternity. 

The Lord Jesus Christ shall be satisfied 
In heaven the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s dear Son, shall see of 
the travail of his soul and shall be satisfied (Isa. 53:10-11). The 
Lord Jesus Christ was made to be sin for us, that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him. When he was made to 
be sin, he suffered all the horrible, ignominious wrath of 
almighty God as the sinner’s Substitute, so that God might be 
just and the Justifier of all who believe. The agony and death of 
Christ is called by the prophet Isaiah, “the travail of his soul.” 
Our Savior’s travail was unto death, that he might give us 
eternal life. Isaiah assures us that his death was not in vain. “He 
shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied!” Christ 
did not shed his blood for nothing. The cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ shall never be discovered a miscarriage. In heaven’s final 
glory all the intentions, purposes, and designs of Christ in his 
death shall be satisfied. Every desire of his holy heart, which 
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compelled him to lay down his life for us shall be fully satisfied. 
Every soul he loved with an everlasting love shall be with him in 
his glory. Every sinner for whom he suffered, bled, and died 
under the wrath of God shall be thoroughly purged of all sin. 
Every person he undertook to save shall stand before him in 
perfect righteousness. The whole company of God’s elect, for 
whom he became a Surety in the covenant of grace, shall be 
presented by him to his Father, holy, unblamable, and 
unreprovable in his sight. 

The believer will be satisfied 
And there, in our happy, eternal home, in our Father’s house in 
heaven, every desire of the believer’s heart shall be fully 
satisfied (Psa. 17:15). Nothing is a surer sign of God’s wrath 
and of a man’s reprobation than for God to give him satisfaction 
in this world and with this world. I pity the “men of the world, 
which have their portion in this life,” whom God has filled and 
satisfied with the treasures of the earth (Psa. 17:14). For the 
renewed soul there is no possibility of satisfaction in this world. 
We need to be content with God’s daily providence, knowing 
that our Father is wise and good and that what he does is best. 
But we find no satisfaction here. That which our hearts crave 
cannot be satisfied until we get to heaven. But there, in heaven 
with Christ, we shall be satisfied. 
This is what David said. “As for me, I will behold thy face in 
righteousness; I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy 
likeness.” I take David’s words to imply that there are two 
stages of satisfaction for God’s saints in heaven: That 
satisfaction that is found in heaven between death and the 
resurrection when we shall behold our Savior’s face in 
righteousness, and that satisfaction that shall be found in 
heaven after the resurrection of the body when we shall awake 
in the likeness of our Redeemer. 

In death the believer is immediately satisfied 
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Believers, as soon as they leave this world, find satisfaction for 
their souls in heaven. I keep stressing this because it needs 
stressing. In our day many who appear to be otherwise 
orthodox in their doctrine, have begun to teach the Adventists’ 
doctrine of soul sleep. I will not now discuss all the ramifications 
of that evil doctrine. But it is a doctrine that robs God’s people of 
comfort in the hour of death and with regard to their departed 
loved ones. And it is a doctrine that inspires an undue 
attachment to this world. More importantly, it is a doctrine 
directly contrary to the Word of God. 
As we have seen repeatedly in these studies, the souls of 
believers, as soon as they are separated form their bodies, are 
immediately with Christ in heaven (2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:23), in a 
state of blessed happiness and satisfaction. It is to this 
intermediate state of satisfaction, between death and the 
resurrection, that David referred, when he said, “As for me, I will 
behold thy face in righteousness.” 
Soon as I draw my final breath And close my mortal eyes in 
death, 
I shall with Christ in glory be, In righteousness, forever free! 
As soon as we enter heaven we will find complete satisfaction 
for our souls in these six things.  
1. When we enter heaven, we shall enter into the immediate 
presence of our God (Psa. 16:11). Nothing in this world is more 
desirable and satisfying to believers than the knowledge and 
assurance of God’s presence. We choose, with Moses, not to 
go anywhere without his presence (Ex. 33:15). It is our Lord’s 
presence with us that makes the ordinance of public worship 
pleasing (Matt. 18:20). The presence of God comforts us in our 
trials (Isa. 43:1-5). And our Lord’s presence inspires all our 
services to him (Matt. 28:20). The presence of Christ with his 
church on earth makes one day in his temple more desirable 
than a thousand days spent anywhere else. His presence 
makes his tabernacles on earth amiable tabernacles (Psa. 84:1, 
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2, 10). We find satisfaction even here in this world, our highest 
satisfaction, in the manifestation of God’s presence with us. 
How gloriously happy and satisfied those saints must be who 
have entered into the immediate presence of God in heaven, 
never to be separated from him again. Blessed indeed are 
those in heaven who have entered into perpetual, uninterrupted 
communion with the triune God. The presence of God in heaven 
means that God’s saints there enjoy perpetual satisfaction. 
What fellowship they enjoy in the full experience of “the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Ghost!” 
There is nothing in all the world so delightful to the hearts of 
believing sinners as sitting with Christ at his table, to be brought 
into his banqueting house, smell the sweet spikenard of his 
grace, and have him display the banner of his love over them 
(Song of Sol. 2:4-6). There is nothing so glorious and satisfying 
in all the world as real worship! But imagine what it will be like in 
that world of glory to be in communion with God our Savior 
forever! What satisfaction! What delight! What glory! 
2. In that glory world we call heaven, all who now long to be like 
Christ shall be satisfied, for we shall be perfectly conformed to 
our Redeemer. Today we see him by faith. And beholding him 
by faith we “are changed into the same image from glory to 
glory” by the Spirit of the Lord (2 Cor. 3:18). But in heaven we 
shall see Christ clearly as he is. We shall have a full and perfect 
view of him. And when we see him as he is we shall be like him 
(1 John 3:2). 
It was the object of God in predestination, that we should be 
conformed to the image of his Son (Rom. 8:29). In heaven, that 
which God predestinated before the worlds were made shall be 
brought to pass. We shall be like Christ perfectly. Every power 
and faculty of our souls shall be a perfect reflection of our all-
glorious Savior. Every faculty of the glorified soul shall be 
swallowed up in Christ. In our understanding, we will have a 
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clear and unclouded view of him. The thoughts of our minds will 
be always toward him. Our will will be entirely submissive to and 
conformed to his will. The affection of our hearts will be set 
upon Christ and things above. Our memories will be fully stored 
with heavenly, spiritual things. We will have memories not of 
sorrow and pain, but of mercy and grace. John Gill wrote, 
“There will be nothing irregular and disagreeable in the soul, in 
its motions, thoughts, and actions.” 
3. Our souls will find satisfaction in heavenly conversation. 
Heaven will be a place of much talk and conversation. There we 
shall carry on conversation both with the angels of God and with 
the spirits of just men made perfect. How we will communicate 
in that state, I do not know. What the language of heaven is, I 
cannot tell. But we will communicate with one another freely, 
spiritually, and profitably about the things of God. 
4. Our souls will be satisfied with perfect knowledge in heaven. 
“For now we see through a glass darkly; but then face to face: 
now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am 
known” (1 Cor. 13:12). As soon as we drop this robe of flesh, 
everything that hinders us in spiritual knowledge shall be gone. 
Then we shall have perfect knowledge of God in all his 
attributes and works, of the Son of God in all his offices, works 
and grace, of the Spirit of God in all his being and gracious 
operations, of the angels of God in all their secret missions of 
mercy for us, of the providence of God in all its intricate details, 
and of one another. I do not doubt that we shall learn forever. 
Yet, even while learning, our knowledge will be crystal clear and 
pure. It will not be contaminated by sin and unbelief! 
5. We shall be satisfied with perfect holiness. “As for me, I will 
behold thy face in righteousness.” In that blessed state our 
souls shall be entirely free from sin. The guilt of sin is now 
removed from us by the blood of Christ. But when we stand 
before God’s throne we will be completely free from the 
pollution of sin, the dread of sinning again, the body of sin, the 
being of sin, and all the consequences of sin. In heaven, there 
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will not even be any more sorrow for sin! That happy day cannot 
come soon enough, when we shall no longer groan and struggle 
with sin. In heaven, as soon as we leave this world, we will be 
perfectly holy, unblamable, and unreprovable, without spot or 
blemish. We will have no sinful thoughts, no impure desires, no 
evil inclinations, no wicked will. This holiness and freedom from 
sin will not in any measure be the result of our own free will or 
good works. We have none. It will be the result of God’s work 
alone.  
6. And in heaven, we shall be satisfied with perfect, eternal 
peace (Psa. 37:37). Peace! Sweet peace! Nothing is more 
desirable and satisfying than peace. Perfect peace is given to 
all who trust Christ now. But what shall that peace be which we 
shall have when we enter into the joy of the Lord? (See Isa. 
57:1-2; Matt. 25:21). 
Immediately after death, God’s saints enter into heaven to 
forever behold his face in righteousness and find perfect 
satisfaction in the presence of God, in conformity to Christ, in 
heavenly conversation, in perfect knowledge, in perfect 
holiness, and in perfect peace. Yet, there is another, even 
higher stage of heavenly glory. 

In their resurrection the believer will be satisfied. 
In the resurrection our bodies as well as our souls shall find 
perfect satisfaction in heavenly glory. David referred to the 
resurrection of the body when he said, “I shall be satisfied, 
when I awake with thy likeness.” We often speak of the 
salvation of the soul. But the Bible never does. The Bible 
speaks of the salvation of people, the salvation of both the body 
and the soul. And the salvation of God’s elect will not be 
complete until Christ has redeemed our bodies from the grave 
at the resurrection (Rom. 8:23; 1 Cor. 1:30; Eph. 1:14; 4:30; 1 
Cor. 15:41-58). At the resurrection there will be a glory put upon 
the bodies of God’s saints, as well as that which is put upon 
their souls. The purpose of God will not be satisfied, the soul 
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travail of Christ will not be satisfied, and the hearts’ desire of 
God’s saints will not be satisfied until all the bodies of God’s 
elect are saved and gathered into glory. 
This body must be sown in the earth in corruption. It is a vile 
body, corrupted by sin. It shall be brought into the corruption of 
death and laid in corruption in the dust of the earth, where it 
must rot and decay. But this very same body must be raised up 
to glory in incorruption, where it will no more be corrupted by 
sin, disease, or death. “This corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.” Then 
shall Death be swallowed up in victory! 
This body must be sown in the earth in dishonor. If there is 
anything noble, appealing, and pleasing about it, it will quickly 
fade away. Soon this body will become fit only for the company 
of worms beneath the cold, dark sod of the earth. But it shall be 
raised in glory. Yes, this body shall come forth from the grave in 
the perfection of beauty and comeliness, fashioned like unto the 
glorious body of Christ. And it shall shine like the sun in heaven. 
This body of flesh must be sown in the earth in weakness. Soon 
it will lose all strength and vigor. In the end it shall be carried by 
pall-bearers to the grave. But it shall be raised in power. It shall 
be raised in strength and fitness, able to live forever without 
aging or getting weak, able to move quickly from place to place, 
even from earth to heaven in an instant, able to attend the 
service of God and the Lamb forever, without weakness and 
weariness. In the resurrection, we will never again have to 
complain that “the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matt. 
26:41). 
This body must be sown in the earth a natural body. By reason 
of sin, it is an animal like body, supported by animal food. And it 
must die as animals do (Eccles. 3:19-20). But it shall be raised 
a spiritual body, subsisting like the angels of God forever, never 
to die again. Then our bodies will no longer be encumbrances  
to our souls as they are now. Then our bodies will assist us in 

 46



The Glorious State of God’s Saints In Heaven Don Fortner 

spiritual services. They will be fitted for spiritual employments 
and suited to spiritual worship. And in our resurrection bodies 
we shall be satisfied. When our bodies are raised from the earth 
and united with our souls, in the perfection of our whole being 
we shall be brought into a heavenly state of everlasting glory. I 
do not know that I can adequately describe the glorious 
satisfaction that awaits us. But it is so blessed that I must try to 
give some sense of it. 

In heaven’s glory we shall see the living God (Job 19:25-27).  
Now we walk by faith. Then we will walk by sight. Now we see 
God by faith, through his Word. Then we shall behold his face in 
righteousness. We shall see him face to face, as he is (2 Cor. 
5:7; Psa. 17:15; 1 Cor. 13:12; 1 John 3:2). I do not mean that 
we will see God physically, in the essence of his Being, and 
comprehend him. That is not possible, because God is the 
infinite, incomprehensible Spirit. But I do mean that we shall 
have a clear, unclouded apprehension of God’s perfections and 
glory as we behold the full revelation of God in Christ, the God-
man. We will see all the fulness of the Godhead bodily in Christ 
(Col. 2:9). As we behold Christ, we will perfectly apprehend God 
the Father in all that he is and has done, God the Son in all that 
he is and has done, and God the Holy Spirit in all that he is and 
has done. “In my flesh shall I see God!” “Then shall I be 
satisfied!” 

In heaven’s glory we will see all the holy angels.  
We will see the angels in their shining forms, ranks, and orders, 
those thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers made by 
Christ to be ministering spirits sent forth to minister to those 
whom he chose to be heirs of salvation. We will see those sons 
of God, those morning-stars that sung together and shouted for 
joy when God laid the foundations of the earth. We will see 
those bright spirits who sang at Christ’s incarnation, attended 
him in his ascension, and shall return with him when he comes 
to judge the world in righteousness. 
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In heaven’s glory we will see and know one another  
Just before he died, someone asked Martin Luther, “Sir, will we 
know one another in the other world?” Luther answered, “As 
Adam knew Eve to be bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh by 
the revelation of God, though he had never seen her before, so 
shall the saints of God know one another in heaven.” As the 
apostles knew Moses and Elijah on the mount with Christ, 
though they had never seen them, or even a picture or 
description of them before, so shall we know the saints of God 
in heaven. In heaven we will know parents, wives, husbands, 
children, and friends far more perfectly than ever we knew them 
on the earth. 
There will be no strangers in heaven. If there were a stranger in 
the heavenly company, freedom and joy would be greatly 
hindered. Who is free around a stranger? In heaven’s glory 
when the bodies of God’s saints are raised up to glory we shall 
see and know one another and all God’s saints. We shall all see 
the Bride, the Lamb’s wife, in all the beauty which God has 
given her. We shall see and know every believer. And we shall 
love and esteem them all perfectly. 

In heaven’s glory we shall possess all that is good and free 
of all that is evil (Rev. 22:4-5).  
Total deliverance from sin, freedom from Satan’s temptations, 
deliverance from troublesome, oppressive, wicked men, 
freedom from all afflictions, total freedom from distress and that 
which causes distress, shall be ours forever. There will be no 
more fightings without or fears within, no more doubts, 
misgivings, and no more unbelief! Everlasting joy shall be our 
portion. Sorrow and sighing shall flee away! 
Once more, the saints of God shall find satisfaction in their 
resurrection glory in their everlasting employments. Then all our 
conversations will be holy conversations. We will live in the 
perpetual worship and praise of our God. And we will enjoy the 
everlasting perfection of love. This heavenly glory is the gift of 
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God’s pure, free grace in Christ. If we look for such great and 
glorious things in the world to come, it ought to affect the way 
we live upon the earth now (2 Pet. 3:11, 14; Col. 3:1-4). Such a 
hope of glory ought to inspire in us the utmost consecration to 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 49



The Glorious State of God’s Saints In Heaven Don Fortner 

6 

“Blessed Are The Dead, Which Die In The Lord.”  
Revelation 14:12-13 

How often we have stood by the bed of a dying friend or 
relative.  Our hearts ache to lose any who are dear to us. We 
hurt for the husband or wife, parents, children, and  others who 
will miss the love, companionship, and aide of  the faithful one 
who is passing out of this world. Yet, as we watch our friends 
leave this world of sin and sorrow, knowing that they are 
entering into heaven’s everlasting glory, knowing that they are 
falling asleep in the arms of their Savior, we say, “Blessed are 
the dead, which die in the Lord.” 
When John heard those words from heaven, he did not have 
such a picture before him. Far from it. John had in his mind 
pictures of men and women dying in tormenting circumstances 
as martyrs. He had before him the picture of those dying 
because they worshipped Christ and received not the mark of 
the beast, neither in their foreheads nor in their right hands, 
men and women who were put to death because they would not 
deny Christ and his gospel. He says, with regard to those  who 
died upon the rack in a loathsome dungeon, those who were 
burned at the stake,  those Anabaptist drowned in the 
Piedmont, and all those countless martyrs who have been 
tortured to death for their faith in Christ - “Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord.” 
C. H. Spurgeon stated the matter beautifully. “Wheresoever  on 
this earth, whether among the snows of Piedmont’s valleys or in 
the fair fields of France, saints have died by sword or famine, or 
fire or massacre, for the testimony of Jesus, because they 
would not bear the mark of the beast…this voice is heard 
sounding out of the third heaven, ‘Blessed are the dead which 
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die in the Lord.’ ‘Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of 
his saints’ (Psa. 116:15).” 
Those who die in the Lord have entered into a state of eternal 
blessedness. The death of a believer is precious to God and 
blessed to him. It does not matter when a believer dies, where 
he dies, by what means he dies, or under what conditions he 
dies. The blessedness of the believer’s death is that he dies in 
the Lord.  
I once heard Pastor Henry Mahan relating a conversation he 
had with an old man in his congregation before service one 
evening. The aging saint said to his pastor,  “I’d lots rather be 
going out of this world than coming in…We’ve got things 
backwards. We rejoice at the birth of  a child and weep at the 
death of an old man. We ought to weep when a child is born 
into this world and rejoice at the death of the old man if he is in 
Christ.” 
Very, very soon, we must leave this world. “Is there not an 
appointed time to man upon earth? Are not his days also like 
the days of a hireling?” We would be wise to take our minds off 
the cares and troubles, as well as the joys and riches of this 
world and look across the brief sea of time to eternity, to that 
future world so surely, perhaps nearly, awaiting us. In this study, 
we will look at things from the believer’s perspective - “Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord.” 

Of whom are those words spoken  
The voice which John heard from heaven declared, “Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.” That is to 
say, Those who die in the Lord are blessed, from the moment of 
their death, eternally.  I want to know who those people are who 
die in the Lord, who are blessed forever. I want to be one of 
them. Who are they? Verse 12 tells us - “Here are the patience 
of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of 
God, and the faith of Jesus.” 
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Those who are blessed of God in death are the saints of God on 
earth.  
Heaven is the land of saints. None but saints can enter therein. 
Since death does nothing to change a person’s character, if we 
would be numbered among the saints in heaven we must be 
made saints on earth. Yet, by nature we are all sinners. How 
can sinners be made saints? Only a work of God’s almighty 
grace can make a sinner a saint. 
A saint is one who is holy. Nothing short of a work of God’s own 
hand can transform an unholy man into a holy man. Nothing but 
grace can make a sinner a saint. That work of grace which 
makes hell bent sinners to be the saints of God is twofold: (1.) 
We must be redeemed by the precious blood of Christ. Our sins 
have to be put away. We must be justified, made righteous, by 
divine imputation (Rom. 3:21-24). Christ has done that for all 
who trust him (Tit. 2:14; Heb. 1:3; 9:26). (2.) We must be 
regenerated, set apart, sanctified, born again, and given a new 
nature by the Spirit of God (Eph. 2:1-9; Tit. 3:4-7). If we would 
enter into heaven, we must be made partakers of Christ’s 
holiness (Heb. 12:14). Being sanctified by the grace of God, 
believers (saints) set themselves apart and consecrate 
themselves unto the Lord by faith in him, devoting themselves 
to him as willing bond slaves (Ex. 21:1-6; 2 Cor. 8:5).  
Those who are blessed in death are those who live in the 
patience of faith –  
“The patience of the saints.” Believers are men and women of 
patience. They endure the troubles of life, the temptations of 
Satan, and the trials of faith with the patience of faith. The word 
“patience” here means “endurance.” Those who are crowned in 
heaven endure their crosses on earth. Many who would be 
saints, when they are faced with a cross, exchange sainthood 
for ease. God’s saints do not give up. They endure. They 
patiently run their race in faithfulness (Heb. 12:1). They patiently 
endure adversity in faithfulness (Lk. 21:19). They patiently wait 
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for Christ in faithfulness (Rom. 8:25; Heb. 10:36). The basis of 
this patience is the Word of God (Rom. 15:4). 
Those blessed in death are those who keep the commandments 
of God in life.  
We know that John is not saying, “Obedience to the law is a 
condition for salvation.” We read in God’s book, “By the deeds 
of the law shall no flesh be justified in his sight” (Rom. 3:20). 
Salvation is by grace alone. Legal works have nothing to do with 
it (Rom. 11:5-6; Gal. 5:1-4). John is not suggesting that 
believers are to put themselves back under the yoke of the 
Mosaic law, “because we are not under law but under grace” 
(Rom. 6:15). What John is telling us is that the believer, the 
child of God, the saint of God, is one whose life is governed by 
God’s Word (1 John 5:1-4). The believer is one who lives by the 
rule of God’s Word. He keeps the commandments of the gospel 
(1 John 3:23-24), obeys God from a principle of love and 
gratitude, and keeps and observes the ordinances of Christ. To 
the believer nothing revealed, taught, or commanded by his 
Lord is non-essential. He counts every word from God precious. 
Those who are blessed in death are, “They that keep the faith of 
Jesus.”  
God promises salvation, eternal life, everlasting, heavenly 
blessedness to those who persevere in faith (Col. 1:21-23; Heb. 
3:6, 14; 10:38). All true believers perseverance in the doctrine of 
faith (The Gospel) and in the grace of faith ( Matt. 10:22). This 
faith is called,  “the faith of Jesus,” because it is the faith which 
Christ gives and the faith of which he is the Object. 
Those who are blessed in death are men and women who are 
“in the Lord.”  
That is the great, essential, all-telling point. Those people could 
not have died in the Lord had they not lived in the Lord. Settle 
this matter now - Are you in Christ? Is he all your salvation and 
all your desire? Are you hanging upon him as a coat hangs 
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upon a nail? Are you in the Beloved? Are you in Christ by the 
vital union of faith, as branches are in the vine? Blessed indeed 
is that man, that women who is in Christ! If you are in Christ, 
you are accepted of God; for we are “accepted in the Beloved.” 
If you are not in Christ, you cannot be accepted at all. 
To be in Christ is to live upon him by faith, drawing life and 
grace from him. The Scriptures speak of us being grafted into 
Christ (Rom. 9:24). Wherever a branch is grafted into a tree, 
two cuts must be made, one in the tree and one in the branch. 
So it is with those who are grafted into Christ. He was wounded 
to death as our Substitute, and every believer is cut in his heart 
in Holy Spirit conviction. The wounded sinner is bound to the 
wounded Savior by the Holy Spirit and draws life from him. To 
be in Christ by faith is to have evidence and proof that God has 
put you in Christ by grace (Heb. 11:1). 
Roll this thought over in your heart. If you trust Christ, God has 
put you in Christ. To be in Christ is to be in his heart as a bride 
is in the heart of her husband, In his hands as your Surety, in 
his loins as your Representative before God, in his fold as your 
Shepherd, and in his body as your Head. To be in Christ is to be 
saved forever and kept in absolute security. 
Once in Christ, in Christ forever! None from Him our souls can 
sever. 
While His power and grace endure, All who trust Him are 
secure. 
Of whom are these words spoken? “Blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord.” They are spoken to God’s saints,  to those who 
live in patience, to those who keep the commandments of God, 
to those that keep the faith of Jesus, to those who are in the 
Lord. 

What is the blessedness of believers in death?  
Obviously, I cannot begin to tell that which eye has not seen, 
ear has not heard, and the heart of man has not imagined, 
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which God has prepared for them that love him. The 
blessedness of heavenly glory is infinitely greater than our 
feeble minds can imagine. But John does reveal, by divine 
inspiration, something of that blessedness awaiting every 
believer at death. “Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord 
from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their labors.” 

The believer is blessed in his dying, no matter how, when, 
or where he dies.  
We have abundant evidence of this fact in the Scriptures. Both 
Job and Paul were blessed in the prospect of death (Job 19:25-
27; 2 Tim. 1:12; 4:6-8).  David and Stephen were blessed in the 
experience of it (2 Sam. 23:5; Acts 7:56-60). Indeed, every 
sinner saved by grace shall be blessed of God in the event of 
death - “To be absent from the body is to be present with the 
Lord.”  

God’s saints are forever blessed after they die - “From 
henceforth” (2 Cor. 5:1-9).  
“God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” Once we have 
left this world, we shall have forever left behind us every 
remnant and consequence of sin. In the glory land, there shall 
be “no more weeping, no more sorrow, and no more pain,” 
because there shall be no  more sin. 

Once we have dropped this robe of flesh, we shall rest from 
our labors.  
I do not to understand this to mean that the saints of God in 
heaven have no more service to render to Christ. Not at all. 
Heaven is a place of unending service, service. But there we 
shall rest from the labor service. In heaven’s glory, there will be 
no ignorant ones to teach, no erring ones to rebuke, no 
despondency to comfort, no weaknesses to strengthen, no error 
to oppose, no needy ones to help, no enemies to engage, no 
fences to mend, no strife to heal, no sick ones to visit, no 
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bereaved ones to console, no straying ones to correct, no 
sinners to convert, and no tears to dry. We shall rest from our 
labors. 
The word translated “labors” has the idea of woe attached to it. 
It could be read, “they rest from the woes of their labors.” In this 
world, all that we do for Christ has a certain measure of woe 
connected with it. When John says, we shall rest from our 
labors, he means that we shall rest from all the toils, sorrows, 
faults, discouragements, and disappointments connected with 
our labor in this world. “Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labors; and their works do follow them.”  

What do the believer’s works have to do with his eternal, 
heavenly blessedness?  
We know that our inheritance in heaven is the free gift of God’s 
grace to which we have been predestinated, which Christ 
purchased for us with his own blood, and which Christ has 
claimed for us as our Representative (Eph. 1:11, 14). We are 
heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ. All the glory and 
blessedness that Christ possesses in heaven today as the God-
man, as our Surety, shall be ours forever by grace (John 17:22). 
Nothing in this heavenly blessedness is earned or merited by or 
given to us upon the basis of our works. It is all of grace. Yet, 
the text says, “And their works do follow them.” What does that 
mean? What do our works for Christ on earth have to do with 
our blessedness with Christ in heaven? 
Our works do not go before us, as a forerunner, to prepare a 
place for us in heaven. Christ is our Forerunner. He went to 
prepare a place for us. Our works merit nothing from God, but 
wrath and death, because our best works are but sin. Our works 
do not come beside us as a ground of confidence and 
acceptance with God. The wicked lean upon their works, boast 
of their works and plead with God for acceptance upon the 
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basis of their works (Matt. 7:22-23). The righteous are unaware 
of any good works performed by them (Matt. 25:34-40). 
However the works of godly men and women are not 
insignificant or unimportant, as many seem to think - “Their 
works do follow them.” That simply means that the fruits of their 
works follow them in the earth and follow them into heaven. 
What a blessed promise this is! Those who are the beneficiaries 
of the believer’s works follow them to heaven. Children follow 
their parents who taught them the gospel in the path of faith to 
heaven. Hearers follow their pastors who have faithfully 
preached Christ to them both in the church below and into the 
Church of the above. Multitudes who never met on earth will 
follow humble saints into heaven, who faithfully served Christ on 
earth, but never thought they did anything of any usefulness to 
anyone.  
Blest are the dead that die in Christ,  
For they are with Him now! 
The glories they now have in heaven  
No mortal here can know. 
 
Soon as the ransomed soul is freed  
From this poor, mortal frame, 
Before we know its gone, it is  
With Christ, praising His name! 
 
Faith tries, but here cannot quite see  
The things God has prepared 
For those He chose, redeemed, and called,  
Who now in heaven appear. 
 
We’ll now rejoice this much to know –  
They are completely blest! 
Freed from all sorrow, pain, and sin,  
With Jesus Christ they rest! 
 

 57



The Glorious State of God’s Saints In Heaven Don Fortner 

Our friends their Savior fully see  
And all His glory share! 
Let us be followers of the Lamb;  
And we will join them there! 
 
“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord!” 
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7 

"Heirs Of God" 
Romans 8:17 

Every line in this chapter Is a text bursting with meaning. It 
seems to be an inexhaustible mine overflowing with glorious 
gospel truth. Every word seems to echo “Grace!” “Grace!” 
“Grace!” Everything directs our thoughts to the grace of God 
and shows forth the glory of God. Starting at verse one, Paul 
sets before us a golden ladder. Each step seems to ascend 
higher and higher. From justification, he rises to regeneration. 
From regeneration, he rises to sanctification. From 
sanctification, he rises to glorification. In glorification, he 
declares God’s elect to be “heirs of God and joint-heirs with 
Jesus Christ!” To all who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ there 
is the promise of an inheritance that is incorruptible, eternal, 
undefiled, and “fadeth not away.” What can this mean? What is 
itto be an heir of God? 
Without question, this inheritance is the only inheritance worth 
having. Any other inheritance is unsatisfying and disappointing. 
The riches of this world, for which men labor so feverishly, are 
sure to bring with them many cares. They can never cure an 
aching heart, ease a troubled conscience, or relieve the 
burdens of a guilty soul. The riches of this world cannot prevent 
sickness, bereavement, separations, and death. They cannot 
even secure temporary happiness or domestic tranquillity; but 
there shall never be any disappointment among the heirs of 
God in heaven, 
The inheritance spoken of here is the only inheritance that can 
be kept forever. All others must be left at the hour of death, if 
they have not vanished before. Howard Hughes carried no more 

 59



The Glorious State of God’s Saints In Heaven Don Fortner 

with him to the grave than Lazarus. That is not the case with the 
heirs of God. Our inheritance in Christ is eternal (Heb. 9:15). 
The inheritance awaiting God’s saints in glory is the only 
inheritance there is which is within the reach of all who desire it. 
Most people in this world will never be able to obtain great 
wealth or attain greatness, no matter how hard they strive for 
them. Yet, glory, honor, and eternal life are set before sinners in 
the gospel and freely given to all who accept them on God’s 
terms. “Whosoever will” may be an “heir of God and joint-heir 
with Jesus Christ!” Yes, all who trust Christ are the children of 
God; and all who are the children of God are “heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Jesus Christ.” 

All who are children of god are heirs of god.  
“If children, then heirs.” If we are the children of God, then we 
are the heirs of God. If we are not God’s children, then we are 
not God’s heirs. Shocking as it is for many to be informed of it, 
the fact is, not all people are the children of God. We are all 
God’s creatures; but we are not all God’s children. This heirship 
does not come as the result of natural creation or family 
descent. The Holy Spirit does not say, “If creatures, then heirs,” 
or “If children of Abraham, then heirs.” Grace does not run in 
bloodlines. Grace is the free gift of God (John 1:12-13; Rom. 
9:7-13). Neither human merit nor religious rituals are the basis 
of heirship (Gal. 4:30; Rom. 4:9-12). It is not written, “If 
servants, then heirs," or “If circumcised or baptized, then heirs.” 
The Holy Spirit tells us plainly that the one condition of heirship 
with Christ is this - “If children, then heirs.” Perhaps you ask 
yourself, “How can I know whether or not I am a child of God? 
How can I know whether or not I am born again, born from 
above?” God provides us with very clear answers to those 
questions. There is no guess work to this thing. Here are five 
characteristics of all who are children of God. If these things are 
true of us, we are the children of God, born again by almighty 
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grace, and heirs of God. If these things are not true of us, then 
we are yet “children of wrath even as others.” 
1. All who are born of God, all who are the children of God, all 
who are saved by the grace of God, all who are “heirs of God 
and joint-heirs with Christ,” believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
(John 1:12). If you trust the Lord Jesus Christ alone as your 
Savior and Lord, if you look to Christ alone for acceptance with 
God, your faith in him is the fruit and evidence of his work of 
grace in you (Heb. 11:1). 
2. All who are the children of God are led by the Spirit of God 
(Rom. 8:14). The Holy Spirit leads those who are Christ’s. There 
is a movement in their hearts, lives, and affections which they 
feel, though they may not be able to explain it, a movement 
which is always in the same direction. The Holy Spirit always 
leads us away from ourselves to Christ.. .Away from our sin to 
his blood.. .Away from our righteousness to his righteousness.. 
.Away from self-confidence to the confidence of faith in 
Christ...Away from our feelings to his Word...Away from our 
works to his work. The Spirit of God also leads believers by 
providence, through the counsel of the Word, and by the power 
of his grace. He guides them in the will of God, in paths of 
righteousness, and to the throne of grace. 
3. All who are born again by the power and grace of God the 
Holy Spirit have the blessed liberty of the Sons of God (Rom. 
8:1-4, 15). We have been delivered from that slavish fear of 
God which is caused by the guilt of sin and the terror of the law. 
We have been redeemed from that guilt that caused Adam to 
hide “himself in the trees of the garden” and made Cain “go out 
from the presence of the Lord.” Though we fear God in the 
sense of holding him in the highest reverence, believers are no 
longer afraid of God in the sense of being terrified of him. 
Sinners though we are, we are not afraid of God’s holiness, 
justice, and majesty. We see God now in the full glory of his 
holy Being and have peace, because we see him reconciled 
through the blood of his own dear Son. We see all his, glorious 
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attributes displayed and honored in the death of Chrjst as our 
Substitute We now draw near to God in prayer and speak to him 
with the confidence and peace of a child to hi’s father. We noW 
serve the Lord our God, not out of a sense of fear, but from a 
sense of love and gratitude. We have exchanged the spirit of 
bondage for the Spirit of liberty. We have given up the spirit of 
fear for the Spirit of love. We have put off the spirit of obligation 
and put on the Spirit of gratitude. We have dropped the spirit of 
law and taken up the Spirit of grace. 
4. All who are born of God, all who are the children of GOd have 
the witfless of the Spirit that they are the children of God (Rorn. 
8:16; 1 Cor. 1:22; 2 Cor. 5:5; Eph 1:13; 4:30; 1 John 5:10). The 
Holy Spirit has sprinkled our hearts with the blood of Christ. The 
blood applied by the Spirit assures us that Christ is sufficient. 
He gives us witness by the Word, assuring us that our sins have 
been put away, that peace is restored, that heaven’s door is 
opened before us, and that hell’s pit is forever shut. We have, 
by the witness of the Spirit, what the world can never have - "A 
good hope through grace” (2 Thess. 
5. The sons of God voluntarily take part in the sufferings of 
Christ. It is written, “If so be that we suffer with him, that we may 
be also glorified together” (Rom. 8:17). All God’s children 
voluntarily take up their cross and follow their Master. They 
“follow the Lamb withersoever he goeth,” regardless of cost or 
consequence. All who are the children of God are the heirs of 
God; and... 

All who are the children of god are the heirs of god, for the 
same reason, to the same extent, and to the same fullness.  
Many believe that while all God’s children are his heirs, some 
will inherit a scanty portion as naughty sons and daughters 
while others will have a large, honorable, and happy portion as 
obedient children. Nothing could be further from the truth. Our 
inheritance in heaven is not conditioned upon our works, be 
they good or bad, but upon our relationship to God. “If children, 
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then heirs!” The issue is determined by that word if. If we are 
the Lord’s children, then no doubt can exist regarding our 
heavenly inheritance. 
There is no such thing as degrees of reward in heaven. There 
are no slums in the heavenly Jerusalem. There are no 
uncrowned princes in heaven. Whoever he was who invented 
the doctrine of degrees of reward in heaven knew nothing about 
the doctrine of grace in the gospel. The whole system smacks 
of the popish doctrines of indulgences and purgatory. It is but 
another subtle system of works religion. 
Not all of God’s children are prophets, apostles, preachers, 
teachers, evangelists, or even well-instructed, eminent Saints. 
Not all are rich and influential in spiritual gifts and works. They 
are not all strong and useful; but they are all heirs of God and 
equally so. All are children of the same Father, loved with the 
same love, to the same degree. There are no degrees to our 
Father’s love. All are blessed with the same blessings from 
eternity. Our Father will not take away what he has already 
given us; and he has already given us all things in Christ (Eph. 
1:3). All are accepted upon the same grounds, for the same 
reason, to the same degree (Eph. 1:6). All are equally related to 
the Elder Brother, the Firstborn Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom the inheritance comes. All have already obtained 
the inheritance in Christ representatively (Eph. 1:11; Heb. 6:20). 
There is no room for works in the system of grace (Rom. 11:8). 
Our glorification will no more be determined by our works than 
our election, redemption, justification, regeneration, and 
sanctification. Salvation is all of grace. If heavenly glory is the 
ultimate end of salvation (and it is), then our works have nothing 
to do with it. 

All believers are heirs of God 
The holy spirit describes all believers as “heirs of god.” Think of 
the implications of that fact. Our inheritance is divinely great. 
This is what the Scriptures declare. “I-Ic that overcometh shall 
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inherit all things” (Rev. 21:7). “All things are yours” (2 Cor. 3:21). 
If we are the children of God, then we are...Heirs of God’s 
Salvation (Heb. 1 :14)...Heirs of Eternal Life (Tit. 3:7)...Heirs of 
Promise (Heb. 6:17)...Heirs of the Grace of Life (I Pet. 
3:7)...Heirs of Righteousness (Heb. 11:7).. .Heirs of the 
Kingdom (James 2:5). If we are heirs of God, our inheritance is 
an inheritance of infinite proportion, too. To be heirs of God is to 
be heirs of all that God possesses, heirs of all that he is, heirs of 
God himself, and heirs of all that Jesus Christ is as the God-
man, our Mediator. He has given to all his elect all the glory that 
God the Father gave to him as the result of his perfect 
obedience to God as our Representative (John 17:5, 22). 

All believers are joint heirs with Christ 
Between christ and his people there subsists such a gloriously 
mysterious union that all believers are joint-heirs with christ 
himself. “if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
Jesus Christ.” This is grace indeed. God has pardoned us, 
received us into his house, adopted us as his sons, made us all 
his heirs, and has made us to be joint-heirs with his own dear 
Son. As justification is union and communion with Christ in his 
righteousness, sanctification is union and communion with 
Christ in his holiness, and glorification shall be union and 
communion with Christ in his Sonship. 
Our inheritance with Christ is an inheritance worthy of the Son 
of God. What an inheritance that must be! It is such an 
inheritance as the Father reserves for and gives to his well-
beloved Son in whom he is well-pleased. Our worthiness to 
obtain this glorious inheritance is our union with the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Our only worthiness to approach God in any way, at any 
time, is Christ. In Christ every believer is worthy to obtain this 
inheritance (Col. 1:12). We have been made worthy by the work 
of God’s free grace in Christ, who brought in perfect 
righteousness for us by his holy life and fully paid our debt by 
his sin-atoning death. Our everlasting inheritance in glory with 
Christ is a matter of absolute certainty. Our union with him 
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secures it. His title deed to glory is ours. The two are indivisible. 
His prayer for us claimed it for us. He has gone into heaven to 
prepare it for us and hold it in our name. He is coming again to 
bring us into the blessed possession of it. 
I really do not know what to expect when we have obtained our 
inheritance (1 John 3:2); but some things are both certain and 
clearly revealed in the Word of God. When we have been raised 
from the dead and transformed into Christ’s likeness, when we 
enter into his glory there will be nothing in eternity to sadden our 
hearts or dampen our spirits (Rev. 21:3-4). “Then we shall 
know, even as we are known." We will say an eternal “good-
bye” to sin and attain perfect holiness. We shall enter into 
perfect rest (Heb.4:9). Yet, we will serve the Lord perfectly (Rev. 
7:15). We shall live in perfect communion with one another. We 
shall be totally satisfied when we shall see our Savior face to 
face (Ps. 17:15). 
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8 

Will There Be Degrees Of Rewards In Heaven? 
Revelation 21:4 

This is a question about which there has been much 
controversy throughout the history of the church. Many men, 
whose doctrine has been thoroughly biblical in other areas, 
have been in grave error concerning rewards. I know that I will 
not settle the controversy surrounding this question in this 
study. However, it is my responsibility to teach those things 
which become sound doctrine and build up the saints of God in 
the faith of Christ, so that those taught by me will not be “tossed 
to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness.” My purpose in this 
study is threefold. I want to glorify and honor our great God, 
establish you who read these lines in the faith of Christ, and 
show sinners the way of salvation by grace alone. 
Salvation involves all that is required to bring a sinner from the 
ruins of the fall into the glory of heaven. This salvation, in its’ 
entirety, is the work of God’s free grace. That is the foundation 
upon which we build all our doctrine. Salvation is by grace 
alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. No part of salvation 
can be, in any measure, attributed to the will, worth, or works of 
man (2 Tim. 1:9; Eph. 2:8-9; Rom. 11:6). If it is possible to 
separate heavenly rewards from salvation, then you might talk 
about degrees of reward; but if heaven and the glorious 
inheritance of the saints in heaven is only the consummation of 
salvation, then to talk of degrees of reward in heaven is to teach 
salvation by works. 

The doctrine of degrees of reward 
What is the doctrine of those who teach degrees of reward in 
heaven? I realize that some men who teach this doctrine may 
have some slightly different opinions than others; but basically 
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this is their doctrine. Lest I be accused of putting words in their 
mouths, let me quote directly from one of the leading 
proponents of this doctrine. The following are the words of 
Merrill F. Unger. 
“Rewards are offered by God to a believer on the basis of 
faithful service rendered after salvation. It is clear from Scripture 
that God offers to the lost salvation and for the faithful service of 
the saved, rewards. Often in theological thinking salvation and 
rewards are confused. However, these two terms must be 
carefully distinguished. Salvation is a free gift (John 4:10; Rom. 
6:23; Eph. 2:8-9), while rewards are earned by works (Malt. 
10:42; Lk. 19:17; 1 Cor. 9:24-25; 2 Tim. 4:7-8). Rewards will be 
dispensed at the Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 
14:10). The doctrine of rewards is inseparably connected with 
God’s grace. A soul being saved on the basis of divine grace, 
there is no room for the building up of merit on the part of the 
believer. Yet, God recognizes an obligation on his part to 
reward his saved ones for their service to him. Nothing can be 
done to merit salvation, but what the believer has achieved for 
God’s glory God recognizes in his great faithfulness with 
rewards at the Judgment Seat of Christ.” 
Mr. Unger gives a fair representation of what those men teach 
who teach degrees of reward in heaven. They teach that... (1.) 
Salvation is limited to the initial experience of conversion. That 
is not the doctrine of the New Testament (2 Cor. 2:10; 2 Tim. 
1:9; Rom. 13:11; 1 Pet. 2:4; Matt. 10:22). We cannot separate 
one part of salvation from another. It is one package. Those 
who have election have redemption. Those who have 
justification have sanctification. Those who have been given 
grace shall be given glory, too (Rom. 8:28-30). All spiritual 
blessings belong to all God’s elect (Eph. 1:3-4). ..(2.) It is 
possible for a person to be saved and not be a faithful servant 
of Christ. Popular as the doctrine is among religionists, it is 
directly contrary to the Word of God. All believers are voluntary 
subjects and servants to Christ their Lord and King (Luke 14:25-
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33)...(3.) Men, by their service to God, put God under obligation 
to reward them! That is utter nonsense. Is it possible for a sinful 
man or woman to do anything to merit God’s favor, to earn 
God’s blessing Can a mere man oblige the Almighty?.. (4.) 
There will be two juagment days, one for believers and another 
for unbelievers. Those people must make the Bible fit their 
doctrine. So they teach that there are two second comings of 
Christ, one secret and one open and public, two second 
resurrections, one secret and one open and public, and two 
judgments, one for believers (The Judgment Seat of Christ) and 
one for unbelievers (The Great White Throne).. .(5.) Believers 
will yet have to suffer for their sins! This is one of the most 
horrendous aspects of the doctrine of degrees of reward in 
heaven. It puts some of God’s saints through an everlasting 
state of purgatory in heaven, declaring that some must forever 
suffer punishment for their sins after conversion! The Word of 
God, however, emphatically declares that God will never charge 
his people with sin (Rom. 4:8; 8:32-34). 

The implications of this doctrine 
What are the inevitable implications of this doctrine? If the 
doctrine of degrees of reward in heaven is accepted, then it 
must be acknowledged that... 
1.Heaven’s glory is not the reward of grace, but the payment of 
a debt. 
2.Heaven is not a place of unmingled joy, but of mingled joy and 
grief. 
3.God does withhold some good things from them that walk 
uprightly, and some evil shall fall upon the just (Psa. 84:11; 
Prov. 12:21). 
4.The blood of Christ and the righteousness of Christ will not 
alone be sufficient for our acceptance with God. Some part of 
God’s favor, some of the blessings of God must be earned by 
us! 
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We must oppose this doctrine 
Why must we be so dogmatically opposed to this doctrine? We 
oppose it because it is without foundation in the Word of God, 
Not one passage referred to in support of this doctrine even 
hints that some saints will have more and some have less in 
heaven. Not one of the crowns mentioned in the Bible are said 
to be given only to certain believers. (See Rev. 4:10). They are 
all given to all believers. 
The doctrine that there will be degrees of reward in heaven is 
totally contrary to the plainest statements of Holy Scripture 
(Matthew 20:1-16 {Particularly observe verse twelve.); John 
17:5, 22; Romans 8:17, 29; Ephesians 1:3; 5:25-27; Jude 24; 1 
John 3:2). Can there be degrees of holiness, degrees of 
perfection, degrees of faultlessness, degrees of glorification? Of 
course not! 
The doctrine that there will be degrees of reward in heaven 
makes service to Christ a legal, mercenary thing. It promotes 
pride and threatens punishment. It is merit based, reward 
inspired, legal service. God’s people are not hired, but willing 
servants. The soldiers in Christ’s army are not mercenaries, but 
volunteers. 
The doctrine of rewards robs Christ of the glory of his grace and 
makes room for human flesh to boast before God. If we have 
done something that puts God almighty in obligation to reward 
us, then we have a right to boast in his presence. If we do 
something by which we merit a higher standing than others in 
glory, we have every right to boast. Yet, anyone who reads the 
Word of God knows better. Indeed, anyone who has 
experienced the grace of God shudders at the thought of 
boasting in his presence (1 Cor. 4:7). 
The doctrine of degrees of reward in glory has the obnoxious 
odor of works about it; and there is not room for works in the 
kingdom of grace. It is not possible to worship God on an altar 
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of hewn stone (Ex. 20:25), There is no room for the baggage of 
works in the strait and narrow way. 

The doctrine destroyed 
There is one text of scripture which both destroys the doctrine of 
degrees of reward and assures every believer of an everlasting 
fulness of joy in glory. Read Revelation 21:4 - “And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain: for the former things are passed away.” 
This text implies that there is much weeping in the way to 
heaven, and there is. Faith in Christ brings deliverance from all 
curse~ and condemnation, but not from pain and sorrow. There 
are many things which believers suffer in this world along with 
other men. (Physical Pain and Sickness, Domestic Troubles, 
Financial Losses, Bereavements etc.) Because this world is a 
world of sin, it is a world of sorrow. Indeed, there are many 
things that bring tears to our eyes which the world knows 
nothing about (Inward Sin, Unbelief, Anger, Rash Speech, 
Injured Pride, Coldness of Heart, Lack of Resignation to the Will 
of God, Depression, and Unbelief) There are even some 
precious tears which we shed here that will be dried on the 
other side of Jordan. Tears of repentance will be no more. 
Tears of sympathy will not be required. Tears of concern over 
lost souls will be ended when we see all things our Lord sees 
them. Tears of longing for Christ’s presence will all be dried 
when we are “forever with the Lord!” 
Even now, while we live in this world, our heavenly Father does 
much to dry our tears. The believer’s life is not a morbid, 
sorrow-filled existence. Not at all! We do have our sorrows. Yet, 
even in the midst of sorrow our Lord gives us great comfort (Isa. 
43:1-6). He gives us a measure of resignation to his will. He 
teaches us to trust his providence. He reminds us of his 
gracious purpose. He causes us to remember his promise. He 
blesses us with the sense of his presence. He floods our hearts 
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with the knowledge of his love (Eph. 3:19). He reminds us of the 
cause of our pain (Heb. 12:5-12). He causes our hearts to be 
fixed upon better things (Cal. 3:1-3; 2 Car. 4:15-18). 
Then, in heaven’s glory our God will wipe all tears from our 
eyes. Impossible as it is for us to imagine, there is a time 
coming when we shall weep no more, when we shall have no 
cause to weep! Heaven is a place of sure, eternal, ever-
increasing bliss; and the cause of that bliss is our God. Heaven 
is a place of joy without sorrow, laughter without weeping, 
pleasantness without pain! In heaven there are no regrets, no 
remorseful tears, no second thoughts, no lost causes, no 
sorrows of any kind! 
Read this last paragraph very carefully. The thoughts expressed 
here are simply astounding. Though not quoted directly, they 
are essentially the thoughts expressed by C.H. Spurgeon on 
this subject. If God did not wipe away all tears from our eyes 
there would be much weeping in heaven. Our past sins, our 
unconverted family members forever lost, wasted opportunities, 
our unkindnesses and lack of love to our brethren here, and the 
terrible price of our redemption would all cause our hearts to 
break and our eyes to flow with rivers of tears forever; but it is 
written - “God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and 
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed 
away.” Our great God shall, in heaven’s glory, remove us from 
all sin, remove all sin from us, and remove from us all the 
consequences of sin. He will remove us from every cause of 
grief. He will bring us at last into the perfection of complete 
salvation; and every desire of our hearts will be completely 
gratified. Then, we will be like Christ. We will be with Christ. We 
will see Christ. We will love Christ perfectly, serve him 
unceasingly, worship him without sin, rest in him completely, 
enjoy him fully, and have him entirely. 
Will you be among the blessed company of the redeemed? Will 
you be with Christ in glory? You will only enter into glory if you 
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are worthy of heaven. You can only be made worthy by the 
merits of Christ. If you are worthy of everlasting glory you shall 
have all, without degrees, perfectly. Trust Christ and all the 
glory of Christ in heaven is yours. God help you to trust him. 
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9 

No Tears In Heayen 
Revelation 7:17 

The previous study was concluded by showing that among the 
many aspects of our heavenly inheritance with Christ, one thing 
that demonstrates incontrovertibly both the glory and equality of 
that inheritance to all God’s elect is the fact that there will be no 
tears in heaven. Every believer in this world has many things to 
make him weep; but in that world to which we are going, there 
shall be no tears. “For the Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains 
of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” In 
this world of sorrow and weeping believers are often found 
sighing for their heavenly home. 
“Oh, how I long to reach my home, 
My glorious home in heaven! 
And wish the joyful hour were come, 
The welcome mandate given! 
 
Oh, how I long to lay aside 
These worn out weeds of clay; 
And, led by my celestial Guide, 
To explore the eternal day! 
 
Oh, how I long to be with Christ, 
Where all His glory beams! 
To be from all my sin set free, 
And worship as I’ve dreamed! 
 
Oh, how I long to see His smile, 
To sit before His feet! 
Lord, grant me soon my heart’s desire, 
Soon, soon Thy work complete.” 
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Charlotte Elliot 
 
Allow me to state my personal thoughts. I neither weary of life, 
nor weary of serving my Redeemer. The Lord has given me a 
much fuller and happier life in my years than most men ever 
have who live three times as long. My heart, mind, and strength 
are more fully engaged in and zealous for the service of Christ 
than ever before. Yet, my heart is fixed on better things still. I 
long to live fully in the presence of Christ. I long to serve my 
Master perfectly, without sin. This I know, “To die is gain. “ 
Therefore I have “a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is 
far better.” 
What does heaven look like? Where is it? How big is heaven? 
What will we have when we get there? These are the questions 
about heaven which interest carnal religionists. I hope they are 
not your primary concern. Still, our minds need some idea of 
heaven. We need to know something about it. Though much 
more about heaven is hidden than is revealed, the Lord has 
revealed as much as we need to know while we are still in our 
earthly tabernacles of clay. 
Heaven is a real place. Our Lord Jesus is there in a real human 
body (Heb. 2:9; 10:12-14). All the dead in Christ are there (Heb. 
12:22-24). The angels of God are there, too. Heaven is a place 
prepared by God and purchased by Christ for God’s elect (Matt. 
25:34; Heb. 6:20). It is a place of perfect rest. It is a place of 
perfect peace. It is a place of perfect love. It is a place of perfect 
satisfaction. Yet, the fulness, the beauty, and the glory of 
heaven are things beyond the scope of human understanding or 
description. (2 Cor. 12:4). Heaven is not a place of carnal 
sense. It is not a place of human imagination. “Eye bath not 
seen, or ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God bath prepared for them that Jove him" (1 
Cor. 2:9). Your highest, noblest, grandest, most spiritual 
thoughts about heaven fall far short of its reality. “Beloved, it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be” (1 John 3:2). Heaven is 
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not a place of human intellect either, a place discovered, 
gained, or comprehended by man’s genius. The fact is, we do 
not know what the fulness of heaven shall be. However, of this 
one thing I am sure, there will be no tears in heaven. It is 
written, “God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. “This is 
one of the most delightful and comforting aspects of our 
heavenly inheritance to consider. 

There are tears now 
Without question, there is much weeping in the way to heaven. 
Experimentally, faith in Christ brings deliverance from all curse 
and condemnation, but not from pain and trouble. There are 
many things which believers suffer along with other men. God’s 
children in this world experience physical pain and sickness, 
financial losses, bereavement, domestic troubles, and 
disappointments. Ask Job and David if these things are not so. 
The most eminent men of faith and obedience are not exempted 
from trouble and sorrow in this world. Let no one dupe you into 
thinking that your troubles and sorrows here are an indication of 
God’s disfavor. 
In fact, there are many things which bring tears to our eyes 
which the world knows nothing about. Nothing troubles 
regenerate souls so much or so persistently as their awareness 
of their inward sin. Though every saint resigns himself to the 
rule and will of God his Savior. Yet, our unceasing lack of 
resignation is a constant cause of turmoil in our souls. Unbelief, 
wounded, injured pride, anger, rash speech, coldness of heart, 
and fretfulness are but a few of the things that every believing 
heart struggles with daily. Those who experience the grace of 
God have no difficulty understanding Paul’s language in 
Romans 7:14-24. We experience the warfare daily. 
There are even some precious tears which we shed here, that 
shall be dried on the other side of Jordan. Tears of repentance 
are bitter sweet things that we shall never experience, once we 
have no experience of sin for which to repent. Tears of 
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sympathy will never more be shed when sickness, sorrow, and 
death are no more. Tears of concern will all be dried when we 
see all things as our heavenly Father sees them. Our longings 
for Christ’s presence, painfully delightful as those longings are, 
shall come to an end when we are forever with the Lord. 

The Father now dries our tears  
Even now our heavenly father does much to dry our tears. The 
life of a believer is not a morbid life of sorrow, even here. The 
Lord graciously does much to comfort our hearts in the midst of 
our troubles (Isa. 43;1-6). He gives us resignation to his will, 
faith in his providence, and reminds us of his gracious purpose. 
He causes us to remember his promises, blesses us with his 
presence, granting tastes of heaven on earth in seasons of 
sweet communion. Sometimes he floods our hearts with the 
knowledge of Christ’s love. When any thing that causes us pain 
has done the work for which it was sent, he removes the cause 
of our pain. Our Father never allows us to suffer anything 
unnecessarily. Even in the midst of great trials, troubles, and 
sorrows, he eases our burden by causing our hearts to be fixed 
upon the things of Christ (2 Cor. 4:15-18). 

The Father will dry our tears 
Then, when he brings us home, in heaven god will remove all 
tears from our eyes. Heaven is a place of sure, eternal, and 
ever increasing bliss. The source of that bliss is God himself. 
If God did not wipe away all tears from our eyes, there would be 
much weeping in heaven. We would never cease to weep over 
our past sins, were it not for the fact that the Lord God will then 
take away the cause of weeping, and show us that even our 
sins were overruled by his gracious and wise hand for our 
eternal good and his glory. Imagine what such knowledge shall 
bel. We would weep forever over unconverted loved ones and 
friends left behind, were it not for the fact that then we shall be 
fully reconciled to the purpose of God, seeing all things as he 
sees them. We would certainly weep forever over all the wasted 
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opportunities we squandered in this world, did not our Father 
show us how he has used even our neglect to accomplish his 
purpose. How we would weep over the great and terrible price 
of our redemption, if we were not in heaven made to see 
perfectly the glory of God in the sacrifice of his darling Son. In 
that world of perfect love, we would weep much over our 
unkindness and lack of Jove to our brethren upon the earth, did 
not our heavenly Father wipe all tears from our eyes. 
What a great promise this is —. God shall wipe away all tears 
from our eyes. He will remove every cause of outward grief. He 
will remove us from all sin and all sin from us. All fear of change 
shall be shut out. Every desire of our hearts shall be gratified. 
We will see Christ, be like Christ, love Christ perfectly, serve 
Christ unceasingly, worship Christ without sin, know Christ fully, 
rest in Christ completely, have Christ entirely, and enjoy Christ 
completely, perfectly, and eternally! 
Will you be among the happy company of the redeemed? Not 
every one will be among the people of God in heaven. No one 
deserves to be with Christ in heaven. Yet, many will be there. 
All who were chosen of God in electing love will be there. The 
purpose of God cannot be thwarted. All who are washed in 
Christ’s blood will be there. The cross of our Lord Jesus Christ 
shall never be discovered a miscarriage. The Son of God did 
not shed his blood in vain. All for whom he endured the travail of 
the cross, he shall see by his side in heaven. All who are 
clothed with his righteousness will be there. All who love his 
name will be there. All who believe Christ will be there. God has 
promised eternal life to all who trust his Son; and he will give 
what he has promised. “Dost thou believe on the Son of God?” 
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10 

The Magnitude Of Our Heavenly Inheritance 
Romans 8:18-23 

In Romans 8:18-23, as the Apostle Paul discusses the great 
privileges and prospects of God’s elect in Christ, he seems to 
simply get carried away with the great tide of grace. The 
greatness of the things he is writing about seems to have utterly 
engulfed him. He says, "If children, then heirs; heirs of God; and 
joint-heirs with Jesus Christ!” What an inheritance! We possess 
the inheritance, not by our own rights and merits, but by God’s 
covenant grace and Christ's all-sufficient merit as our 
Substitute. It is true, we must in this world suffer for a season 
with him and for his sake; but when our earthly woes are over, 
we shall reign with him and inherit all things with him as the 
children of God. 
In consideration of these things, the apostle says, “For I reckon 
that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us." This 
glory that shall be revealed in us is not the glory that shall be 
ours as soon as we die and enter into heaven with Christ. This 
is the glory that shall be ours in the consummation of our 
salvation at the resurrection. It is something indescribable even 
by one who was inspired by God. Paul seems to search for 
words to speak of it. Notice, just in these few verses, he calls it 
four different things:  
(1.) “The Glory which shall be Revealed in Us”(v. 18),  
(2.) “The Manifestation of the Sons of God”(v. 19),  
(3.) “The Glorious Liberty of the Sons of God” (v. 21), and (4.) 
“The Redemption of Our Body” (V. 23).  
This is that “blessed hope and glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Savior” (Tit. 2:13) for which we are to constantly 
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look. This is that for which Peter admonishes us to “Gird up the 
loins of our minds, and be sober, and hope to the end for the 
grace that is to be brought unto us at the revelation of Jesus 
Chrisr (1 Pet. 1:13). This heavenly inheritance is an inheritance 
of indescribable, universal greatness and glory. 

The glory to be revealed in us 
The glory to be revealed in us is of such magnitude that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared to 
it. Paul writes, in verse eighteen, “For I reckon that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” The Apostle Paul 
uses a kind of spiritual arithmetic here. He places these two 
opposite things in two separate columns. The amount of our 
sufferings in this world, he acknowledges to be very great. In 
the other column, he sees the amount of glory that is to be 
revealed in us, and says, “the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to even be put in the scales with the glory that shall 
be revealed in us.” 
The sufferings of this present time are, for many of God’s saints, 
great. I know that compared to what Christ suffered for us, 
compared to what so many others have and do suffer in this 
world, compared to what we deserve, and compared to the 
glory awaiting us, our sorrows here are but “light afflictions.” 
However, I do not suggest that you try telling a man who has 
just buried his only child that his affliction is light. The misery of 
man in this world is great upon him. Viewed in themselves, our 
woes are hard to bear, heavy, and painful beyond description. 
We all know some people who carry heavy, heavy burdens. Yet, 
the heaviest of our temporary, earthly burdens and woes are not 
worthy to be compared to the glory that shall be revealed in us. 
We should always try to remember that our sufferings are 
confined to this present time. The short duration of any agony 
makes it bearable, if we are confident that the agony will be 
succeeded by a long time of relief and enjoyment. Jacob’s 
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fourteen years of service to Laban for Rachel seemed to him 
but a few days because of the love he had for her (Gen. 29:20). 
A mother’s travail in birth is forgotten as soon as her baby is in 
her arms. Our Lord Jesus was sustained in his agony of body, 
heart, and soul by the joyful prospect of having his ransomed 
ones with him in heaven (Heb. 12:2). So, too, our hearts are 
sustained in trouble when we look beyond present things to 
eternal things (2 Cor. 4:17-5:1). 
The glory of that heavenly inheritance awaiting us will be so 
magnanimously great that it will remove from us every painful 
memory of sorrow in this world. Our sorrows here will only add 
to the glory of the world to come. I cannot tell you how, but I 
know that when we have entered into our glory, our happiness 
and glory in eternity will be greater because of our sorrows 
here. “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 
“Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need 
be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations That the 
trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold (hat 
perIsheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise 
and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 
4:17; 1 Pet. 1:6-7). 
“Such will be the joy of the heavenly inheritance,” an old 
preacher said, “that it will efface from our remembrance the few 
years of sorrow which have preceded it; so efface them, at 
least, that we shall never think of them with regret, but as a foil 
to heighten our bliss.” The sufferings of this present time, 
therefore, are not worthy to be compared to that glory that shall 
be revealed in us. 
So great and magnanimous is the glory to be revealed in us at 
the resurrection that it influences and affects the whole of god’s 
creation. “For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for 
the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature was 
made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who 
hath subjected the same in hope, Because the creature it seff 
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also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know that the 
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until 
now” (vv. 19-22) 
The creature, that is to say, the whole creation of God was 
brought into bondage by the sin and fall of our father Adam. 
Adam’s sin reached beyond the human race. It affected the 
whole earth. The whole creation was brought into the bondage 
of corruption, not willingly, but in consequence of Adam’s 
transgression. The ground itself was cursed. Adam’s house cat 
became a roaring lion and his dog a ravening wolf. This 
subjection of the creation to the bondage of corruption was by 
the hand of God; but it was not to be permanent. God 
“subjected (he same in hope.” That simply means that when we 
are delivered from the curse of sin, God’s creation shall also be 
delivered from the bondage of corruption. The redemption of our 
bodies in the resurrection will be the birthday of a new creation. 
By sin everything in God’s earthly creation has become in some 
way subservient to evil; but God will not allow that to continue. 
He will, when he completes our redemption, completely restore 
his creation to himself, so that everything shall serve and praise 
him. There is a day appointed when there shall be a restitution 
of all things to God (Acts 3:21; Eph. 1:9-10). 
When the Lord God created the heavens and the earth 
everything, according to its nature and capacity, displayed his 
glory. To a very great extent they still do (Ps. 19:1-4). This was 
the natural order of things by God’s design. Either consciously 
or unconsciously, everything furnished its tribute of praise to 
him who is over all God blessed forever. The entrance of sin 
into the world changed everything. Everything God created for 
the comfort of man has been abused by man. Everything God 
gave us to use in serving him and honoring him, we have 
sacrificed to Baal (Hos. 2:8). Everything in the world has been 
sacrificed to some imaginary deity. Every benefit of creation has 
been employed by us to serve and gratify our lusts. The 
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creation itself has been turned into a god to be worshipped! The 
earth is called “Mother Earth!’ Nature is called “Mother Nature!” 
Even time is worshipped as “Father Time!” Nature, with fallen 
man, occupies the place of God. 
Though the creatures have no reason or intelligence, yet there 
is, as it were, such an instinctive tendency in God’s creation to 
oppose man that the whole of creation is at war with fallen man. 
Were that not the case, there would be no reason for a 
covenant to be made on our behalf with the beasts of the field, 
the fowls of the air, the creeping things of the earth, and the 
very stones of the ground (Hos. 2:18). The Holy Spirit assures 
us that this bondage of God’s creation is only temporary. God, 
in his infinite wisdom, saw fit to subject the creation to the 
bondage of corruption for a season. However, it is specifically 
said to be a subjection “in hope” because there is a time set by 
God when he will deliver his creation from the bondage of 
corruption. The redemption of our bodies from the grave will be 
for us the destruction of our last enemy and the termination of 
all the effects of sin. It will also be the termination of bondage 
and corruption, of all the corrupting effects of sin, upon God’s 
creation. It is for this that the whole creation groans and travails. 
Notice the threefold description given of our heavenly 
inheritance. As we look at these descriptions of glory, remember 
that Paul is talking about the perfecting and completing of our 
salvation through the death of Christ, which is the greatest 
possible display of the glory of God. This will be the last of that 
great series of events that God has been performing from the 
beginning of time. This is the thing for which all things were 
made and to which all things are subjected. This glorious 
inheritance is the goal of election and predestination and the 
object of providence (Rom. 8:28-30; Eph. 1:3-6).  
1. It is called, “The Glory that Shall be Revealed in Us.” This 
refers to the manifestation of God’s glory that shall be revealed 
in our consummate salvation (Eph. 1:6, 12, 14; 2:7).  
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2. The completion of God’s work of grace is called, “The 
Manifestation of the Sons of God.” Here, God’s saints are little 
known and hardly noticed, except when derided by the wicked; 
but there is a day coming which will be the day of our 
manifestation (1 John 3:1-2).  
3. Our ultimate salvation is described as “The Glorious Liberty 
of The Sons of God.” This will be our happy jubilee! When it 
comes, we will be freed from the penalty and dominion of sin, At 
death, we shall be delivered from the presence of sin; but when 
Christ comes, when the jubilee trumpet sounds, we shall be 
delivered from all the consequences of sin. We will sing the 
song of triumph and victory as we look back upon our empty 
graves — "O death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy 
victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the 
law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Believers groan within themselves for this glory 
Such is the magnitude, greatness, grandeur, and glory of our 
heavenly inheritance that our highest and greatest enjoyments 
in this world can never satisfy us; but we groan within ourselves, 
waiting for the redemption of our body. “And not only they, but 
ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to 
wit, the redemption of our body” (v. 23). First, the apostle says 
that we who have the firstfruits of the Spirit groan within 
ourselves. These are the groanings spoken of in verse 26. 
Firstfruits are delightful, but never satisfying. We groan for the 
full harvest (Rom. 7:24). Second, Paul speaks of us waiting for 
our adoption. We were adopted into the family of God by divine 
decree in eternal election (Eph. 1:3-6). We were experimentally 
adopted into the family of God in regeneration when we 
received the Spirit of adoption (Gal. 4:6-7). We shall enter into 
the full enjoyment of our adoption in the resurrection. Third, the 
apostle describes our resurrection, our entrance into heavenly 
inheritance with Christ, as “the redemption of our body.” Christ 
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is made Redemption (1 Cor. 1:30) unto us in a threefold sense: 
(1.) We were redeemed from the curse of the law and penalty of 
sin by the ransom price of Christ’s shed blood when he died as 
our Substitute (Gal. 3:13). (2.) We were redeemed from the rule 
and dominion of sin by the power of God’s grace in regeneration 
(Rom. 6:18). (3.) We shall be redeemed from all the 
consequences of sin in the resurrection. What a glorious hope is 
set before us! Let us set our hearts upon it (Col. 3:1-3). This 
great, glorious, indescribably magnanimous inheritance shall be 
the glorious consummation of Christ’s reign as our King (1 Cor. 
15:24-28). It is this blessed hope which fills believing hearts with 
expectant anticipation in this world. 
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11 

With Christ In Heaven: Paradise Regained 
Revelation 22:1-5 

When God created the first man, Adam, he placed him in the 
Garden of Eden. Eden was a place of innocence, abundance, 
life, and joy. It was Paradise on earth; but Paradise was not 
complete for Adam until the Lord God gave him a woman to be 
his bride. So the Lord• caused Adam to sleep in the earth and 
took a rib from his side. From Adam’s wounded side, Eve was 
made. She came from Adam. She was a part of Adam. Without 
Adam, Eve could never have lived. Yet, without Eve, Adam 
could never have been complete. 
Adam and Eve had for their home the Paradise of God. There 
they lived in perfect harmony, holiness, and happiness until the 
serpent beguiled Eve and persuaded her to eat of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. When Adam saw what Eve had 
done, he took the fruit of the tree in rebellion against God. Sin 
had entered the world. Paradise was lost. Fallen man was 
driven away from the presence of the Lord. 
In the fullness of time, the second Adam, the last Adam, was 
born. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came into the world to seek 
his beloved Bride, his elect Church. He came to recover for us 
what we lost in Adam. By his obedience unto death, he has 
regained for us all that we lost in Adam: Righteousness, peace, 
life, fellowship with God, and Paradise. He has already entered 
the Paradise of God as our Representative, claiming it in the 
name of his people (Heb. 6:20). Yet, as Adam without Eve was 
incomplete, so Christ without his beloved Bride is incomplete. 
The Head must have the Body. The Bridegroom must have his 
Bride. Christ must have his Church, “Which is his body, the 
fulness of him that filleth all in all” (Eph. 1:23). When Christ and 
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his Church are united in heaven, in the perfection of heavenly 
glory, Paradise shall be fully recovered. 
In Revelation 22:1-5, John describes the Holy City, New 
Jerusalem, using symbols drawn from the Garden of Eden. The 
eternal, heavenly state of God’s saints with Christ is Paradise 
regained. Our Lord said to the thief on the cross, “Today shalt 
thou be with me in Paradise”(Lk. 23:43). The apostle Paul was 
“caught up into Paradise” (2 Cor. 12:4). That blessed place and 
condition is described as “The paradise of God” (Rev. 2:7). 
When God’s saints leave this world, they enter into Paradise, 
not purgatory, not limbo, but Paradise. What is it like? In these 
five verses John shows us six things about Paradise: 

1. The river of paradise 
The earthly Paradise was watered by a mighty river; but it was 
only a river of water for the earth. The heavenly Paradise is 
watered by the river of the water of life (v. 1). This river of the 
water of life is the everlasting love of God (Psa. 46:4). Like a 
river, the love of God is ever flowing towards his elect, abundant 
and free (Eph. 3:18-1 9). The streams of this river make glad 
the hearts of God’s people. The streams of this river, like the 
river in Eden, run in four directions across the earth. The 
streams of the river are: eternal election, blood atonement, 
effectual calling, peace, pardon, justification, and eternal life. 
Flowing to sinners from the river of God’s everlasting love, 
through the mediation of Christ, these blessings of grace bring 
us eternal life. This river is called the “river of the water of life” 
(Zech. 14:8-9; John 7:38-39), because the love of God is the 
source and cause of life, revives the saints with life, and 
sustains them in life. 
God’s love for us is a mighty, flowing river that is pure and clear 
as crystal. His love for us is pure, sincere, true, without 
hypocrisy. It is as clear as crystal. It is free, without motive or 
condition. It promotes purity. The gospel, which reveals it, is a 
gospel of purity and holiness. The grace which is the fruit of it is 
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righteousness. Every discovery of this love compels and 
constrains us to consecrate ourselves to Christ in obedience, 
love, and faith. The love of God is free of licentiousness and can 
never promote licentiousness. 
The source of this great river of love is the throne of God and of 
the Lamb. God’s love for us is not caused by or conditioned 
upon our obedience or love to him. His love for us precedes our 
love for him and is the cause of our love for him (I John 4:19). 
God’s love for us is not caused or conditioned even upon the 
obedience and death of Christ as our Substitute. It was God’s 
love for us that sent Christ to die for us and redeem us (John 
3:16; Ram. 5:8; I John 3:16; 4:9-10). God’s love for his elect is 
free. He said, from eternity, “I will love them freely” (Has. 
14:4). God’s love for us is like God himself, eternal, immutable, 
and indestructible. The source and cause of his love is his own 
sovereign will and pleasure (Rom. 9:11-18). It cannot be 
attributed to anything else. 

2. The tree of paradise (v.2) 
In the Garden of Eden there was a tree of life. Adam, by sin, lost 
his right to eat of that tree. In the Paradise of God there is 
another Tree of Life. That Tree of Life is the Lord Jesus Christ 
himself. He is that One in heaven who heals chosen sinners 
scattered through the nations of the earth by virtue of his 
finished work of redemption and by the power of his Holy Spirit. 
Christ, the Tree of Life, fills heaven. He is seen in the midst of 
the Street and on both sides of the river. The City of God is full 
of Christ. That is the blessedness of heaven. Christ is there! 
Luther’s doctrine concerning the ubiquity of Christ’s physical 
body after his glorification may not be correct, but his heavenly 
body is such that he is immediately known and accessible 
everywhere and to everyone at all times. What mortal can 
imagine such a body? Our Savior’s immortal body and the 
immortal bodies we shall have after the resurrection will be free 
of all limitations and hindrances necessary to this earthly 
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existence. Christ, the Tree of Life, bears twelve manner of fruits. 
He bears fruit for the twelve tribes of the Israel of God. He has 
fruit sufficient for the whole Israel of God, the whole body of his 
elect. All fullness is in him. And we have our perfection and 
completion in him (John 1:16; Eph. 1:6; Col. 2:9). The fruit of 
this Tree of Life is abundant at all times. From it we obtain 
abundant, perfect righteousness, (both for justification and for 
sanctification), plenteous redemption, (from the curse of the law 
by Christ’s atonement, from the dominion of sin by the power of 
his grace, and from the very being and consequences of sin by 
the resurrection of our bodies), and eternal life, with all its 
blessedness in time and eternity. The leaves of this Tree are for 
the healing of the nations, The leaves of this tree are the 
blessed doctrines of the gospel: Substitutionary redemption and 
imputed righteousness. Through the preaching of the gospel 
today, God sends his grace into the nations of the world for the 
healing of men’s souls (Rom. 1:15-16; 10:17; I Car. 1:21). And 
in heaven’s glory, the leaves of this tree, the blessed gospel of 
Christ, will yet preserve all God’s elect in life as the tree of life in 
Eden would have preserved Adam in life (Gen. 3:22-24). Even 
in that blessed, eternal state God’s saints will be “kept by the 
power of his grace.” In a word, everything in Christ will 
unceasingly contribute to and secure the everlasting life and joy 
of God’s saints in heaven. 

3. The freedom of paradise 
“And there shall be no more curse.” Having been redeemed 
from the curse of the law by Christ’s precious blood (Gal. 3:13), 
the curse of the law cannot fall upon the redeemed. Where 
there is no sin, there is no cause for the curse. And Christ has 
put away our sins forever. We shall not even suffer loss or be 
treated any the less graciously because of our sin. Imagine that! 
God will not impute sin to those for whom Christ has died (Ram. 
4:8), neither in this world, nor in the world to come. In that 
blessed state awaiting us, there shall be no possibility of a 
curse, because there shall be no possibility of sin. Not only has 
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the Son of God saved us from the fall, he has saved us from the 
possibility of another fall (John 10:28). Consequently, in the holy 
city, New Jerusalem, there will never even be the fear of the 
curse of God’s holy law! 

4. The throne of paradise 
“But the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it.~ It is the 
presence and stability of this throne that guarantees the security 
of God’s saints and removes all possibility of curse from us. It is 
called “the throne of God and of the Lamb” because God and 
the Lamb are One and God is seen, known, and revealed only 
in the Lamb (John 1:14,18). This throne is the source of all 
things, the rule of all things, and the end of all things (Rom. 
11:36). This throne, a throne of free grace (Heb. 4:16) and 
sovereign dominion (Dan. 4:35-37), is the joy of all believers, 
and the dread of all rebels. 

5. The joy of paradise (vv. 4-5) 
“His servants shall serve him.” In eternity we will serve God our 
Savior perfectly and perpetually. “And they shall see his face.” 
Then, when we see him who loved us and gave himself for us 
face to face, we shall enjoy perfect communion with him, 
complete acceptance with God in him and with him, and full 
satisfaction in him. In heaven’s glory he will make a full 
disclosure of himself, his works, and his ways to us. And when 
we see his face, seeing all things as he sees them, we will be 
filled with intense, indescribable delight! “And his name shall be 
in their foreheads.” That simply means that we will own and be 
owned, accept and be accepted of our God forever. We will 
confess him to be our God; and he will confess us to be his 
people forever. “And there shall be no night there.” There will be 
no darkness of any kind in heaven: No darkness of sin, sorrow, 
ignorance, or bigotry. In the New Jerusalem there will be no 
need for secondary lights, no need for the symbolic ordinances 
that now contribute so much to our worship, neither believer’s 
baptism (the confession of Christ) nor the Lord’s Supper (the 
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remembrance of Christ). There will not even be a need of 
pastors and teachers to instruct, guide, and correct us. The 
reason is this - “For the Lord God giveth them light.” 

6. The duration of paradise 
“And they shall reign for ever and ever.” When the Lord Jesus 
Christ has presented his bride, his body, the church and 
kingdom of God in its entirety to the Father, holy, blameless, 
unreprovable, and glorious, we shall reign with him for ever and 
ever (I Cor. 15:24-28) in “the glorious liberty of the children of 
God” (Rom. 8:2 1). Let these thoughts sustain, comfort, and 
rejoice your heart, child of God, as you live in the hope of that 
city whose Builder and Maker is your God: (1.) Our Adam, the 
second Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ is in Paradise now. (2.) 
From his wounded side, God is forming a bride for him. (3.) 
Paradise will not be complete for Christ until he has his beloved 
Bride with him. And (4.) Christ shall have his bride. Not one of 
God’s elect, given to Christ in eternity, redeemed by Christ at 
Calvary, and called by the Spirit of Christ in time shall be 
missing in the heavenly Paradise. 
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12 

The Believer's Easy Passage Through Death To 
Glory 

Exodus 15:16-18 
I have seen people die without Christ, without faith in him, and 
without hope. I have seen the terror of hell on their helpless, 
hopeless faces as they gasped for their last breath of life. I pray 
that I will never see that pitiful expression again. However, I 
have also seen some of God’s saints die in faith, with the smile 
of God upon their souls and the peace of God radiating through 
their words. I cannot imagine a more delightful or more glorious 
thing to behold on this earth. Balaam spoke well when he said, 
"Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be 
like his” (Num. 23:10). 
Exodus 15 records Moses’ song of redemption and salvation. In 
verses 1-13 he sang praise to God for the redemption, grace 
and salvation Israel had just experienced. In verses 14-19 he 
praises God for the sure hope of a peaceful and glorious 
entrance into the land of promise. Specifically, in verses 16-18, 
the prophet of God speaks of the safe, peaceful passage of 
Israel across the Jordan river into the land of Canaan. This 
prophetical song was written for us. Typically, prophetically, it 
declares that God’s saints will pass through death into glory 
safely and peacefully, by the greatness of his arm. “Fear and 
dread shall fall upon them; by the greatness of thine arm they 
shall be as still as a stone; till thy people pass over, 0 LORD, till 
the people pass over, which thou hast purchased. Thou shalt 
bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine 
inheritance, in the place, 0 LORD, which thou hast made for 
thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, 0 Lord, which thy hands have 
established. The LORD shall reign for ever and ever.” Viewing 
these words as a picture of every believer’s easy passage 
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through death into heaven, they teach us four great spiritual 
truths. 

A purchased people 
The lord Jesus Christ has a people in this world whom he has 
purchased. Moses spoke of the Lord’s people as those whom 
he has purchased? Who are these people? They are the people 
of God’s choice, his peculiar people. Those purchased people 
are those men and women with whom Christ’s delights were 
from everlasting. They are peculiarly and distinctively his (Deut. 
7:7-9). — Chosen in electing love (John 15:16). — Redeemed 
by his precious blood (1 Pet. 1:18)..- Called by almighty grace 
(Psa. 65:4). — Given faith in Christ by the operation of his Spirit 
(Col. 2:12). If you are a believer, you are one of his people 
whom he has purchased! 
Christ alone is the Purchaser of his people. He alone was able 
and willing to do it, as the God-man, our Mediator. He alone has 
the lawful right to do it, as our Kinsman Redeemer. He alone 
has done it. Christ did not try to redeem anyone, or merely 
make redemption available for everyone. He effectually 
redeemed all his people by his sin-atoning sacrifice at Calvary 
(Gal. 3:13; Heb. 9:12). When the Word of God talks about 
redemption, it is talking about something that is finished (Dan. 
9:24; John 19:30. The thing is done, not provided, but done. 
"Thou hast purchased!” “Ye are bought with a price!” (1 Cor. 
6:20). The price by which the Son of God purchased his people 
is his own precious blood (1 Pet. 1:18-19; Rev: 5:9; Acts 20:28). 
How this glorious subject ought to thrill our souls!  

It was a special purchase 
The redemption accomplished by Christ at Calvary was a 
special purchase. He has purchased a special people, with a 
special price, because of special love, to enjoy special blessings 
of grace and glory forever.  

It was a proper purchase.  
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We sometimes use the words “buy” or “purchase” in other ways 
(Isa. 55:1). We purchase grace and mercy, without money and 
without price, by faith in Christ. That is not the case here. Christ 
made a real, proper purchase of God’s elect by the price of his 
own blood.  

It was a legal purchase (Isa. 43:1).  
The people were named. He died for and purchased “his 
people” (Isa. 53:8; John 10:11, 15, 26). The price was agreed to 
(Rom. 3:24-26). The purchase was made (Rom. 5:8-11). It 
cannOt be invalidated (Rom. 11:29).  

It is a full and complete purchase.  
Here is the greatest purchase ever made. Christ has redeemed 
and purchased a great multitude which no man can number, 
who could not be redeemed by any other price than his precious 
blood (Psa. 49:7-8; Job 36:18). We rejoice to know that Christ 
has a people in this world he has purchased. 
Nothing so comforts dying saints as the knowledge of effectually 
accomplished redemption by the blood of Christ. Several years 
ago, I visited a dying friend. His last words to me, as I started to 
leave him were, Brother, my hope is in that Man in heaven 
whose blood has washed away all of my sins and given me 
perfect righteousness before God. Thank God for Christ. I thank 
God for the blood of Christ! I am thankful to know that there is a 
Man in glory who is my Substitute. My hope is him!” Our hearts 
are overwhelmed with joy to know that we are among those 
people for whom redemption is accomplished. I say, with my 
brother, “Thank God for Christ! Thank God for the blood of 
Christ!” 

The believers passage through death 
Though redeemed by blood and saved by grace, god’s 
purchased people must pass through death into glory. As Israel 
must pass through the Jordan river to reach the land of Canaan, 
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so God’s pilgrims in this world must pass through death to reach 
their home in glory. Notice two things in this regard. 
1. Death for the believer is just a passage. Death is passing 
from this world to another world, from time into eternity. It is to 
depart from this world and be with Christ, which is far better 
(Phil. 1:23). It is a passage through a low, lonesome valley 
(Psa. 23:4). (This life is the valley of the shadow of death.) The 
Puritan, Thomas Brooks, wrote, “Death to a saint is nothing but 
the taking of a sweet flower out of this wilderness, and planting 
it in the garden of Paradise.” 
Moses compared death to passing over a river, crossing from 
this shore to that shore. For the believer that is all death is— A 
passage from this foreign, condemned land to our homeland in 
glory! 
2. It is a necessary passage. Death must be. This is the way of 
all the earth. There is no avoiding it. The grave is the house 
appointed for all living. Your grave may be a stately mausoleum 
or a pit in the earth; but to the grave you must go, and so must I, 
at the time appointed of God (Heb. 9:27; Job 30:23; Gen. 
47:29). Just as “the time drew night that Israel must die,” so the 
time draws near when each of us must die. As there was no 
other way for Israel to get to Canaan, but by going through 
Jordan, so there is no other way for us to go to heaven but by 
the grave. Even Enoch and Elijah, though they escaped death, 
did not escape the change that all must undergo before we can 
enter glory. Even those saints living at Christ’s second advent 
must be changed. Someone said, “Were it not for sin, death had 
never had a beginning, and were it not for death, sin would 
never have had an ending.” We must die. Yet, in reality, the 
believer never dies (John 11:25). Christ has taken the sting out 
of death for us. He has delivered us from death’s penal aspect. 
He has delivered us from the second death. Soon, he will 
deliver every believer from sin and all the consequences of sin. 
We ought never to look upon that deliverance as death. At 
death, we begin to live! 
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We may not presently think so, but for the dying believer, death 
is a friend, a welcome, long-expected friend, who brings with 
him great relief and comfort. It is necessary because of sin. It is 
welcome because of grace. This body of flesh is our greatest 
enemy. Death will be a welcome relief. 

A safe passage 
The believer’s passage through death into glory is always safe 
and usually peaceful. My primary reason for writing these 
studies is to assure the children of God that there is nothing in 
death that should cause them fear, either for themselves or for 
their departed friends and loved ones who sleep in their Savior’s 
arms. When Joshua and the children of Israel came to the river 
Jordan and passed over it, not one was lost, missing, or hurt by 
it. So it shall be with God’s elect. Every one of the Lord’s 
purchased people shall pass through the Jordan and come safe 
at last into the heavenly Canaan. You who were ordained to 
eternal life shall possess it. You who have been purchased by 
Christ’s blood shall see the Lamb for sinners slain. You who are 
united to Christ shall be with Christ in glory. You who have the 
earnest of the Spirit shall have the full inheritance of glory. You 
who have faith in Christ shall be found with Christ. You who are 
under Christ’s care and in his hands shall be presented by 
Christ to your heavenly Father (Heb. 2:13). You to whom God 
has given grace, he will give glory also. As Israel lost nothing by 
passing from the wilderness through Jordan into Canaan, so 
God’s saints lose nothing by passing through death into glory. 
They go immediately into heaven (2 Cor. 5:1-4, 8). As we have 
seen, all their most earnest and constant prayers are answered 
in an instant. They shall be first in the resurrection (1 Thess. 
4:16). 
Moreover, generally speaking, God’s saints pass through death 
into glory peaceably, with quiet, comfortable confidence. I do 
not say that every believer will be absolutely free of fear and 
trouble in the hour of death; but generally they are. I do not 
suggest that we are freed from the fear of death as we think 
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about it. Yet, I do say, generally, when a believer is faced with 
death, he is filled with peace. God does not give dying grace 
until it is needed. However, when it is needed, he does not fail 
to give it. ln that hour your enemies shall be “as still as a stone.” 
When israel went out of Egypt, not a dog was allowed to move 
its tongue against them. No enemy molested them. No foe gave 
them any disturbance. They left Egypt with a high hand, 
triumphantly! When they passed over Jordan into the land of 
Canaan, though they had many enemies, not one was to be 
seen or heard. They were, as Moses said, “As still as a stone,” 
until God’s people had passed over. So it is with God’s saints in 
the hour of death. As a general rule, those spiritual enemies, 
who have given you so much uneasiness in life, will not be 
allowed to distress you in your last moments on this earth. Your 
inward sins and corruptions of nature will not be able to rob you 
of peace when certain deliverance is at hand. John Gill said, 
“The believer perceiving his dissolution drawing nigh, spies 
deliverance from it through Jesus Christ our Lord (Rom. 7:23-
25).” This confidence and peace arises from “a comfortable 
view of the free and full forgiveness of his sins through the 
blood of Christ; and of his justification before God, and 
acceptance with him through his pure and perfect 
righteousness.” Thomas Watson wrote, “He may look upon 
death with joy who can look on forgiveness with faith!” When the 
Puritan Thomas Goodwin was on his death bed, in his dying 
hour, he referred to his inward sins as “croaking toads,” and 
said, “Thank God, in a short time I will hear no more their 
croaking language!” 
An evil heart of unbelief shall not likely distress the soul that is 
about to leave the realm of unbelief forever. Nothing makes 
God’s children more uneasy in life than an evil heart of unbelief; 
but in the hour of death, God graciously drives this monster 
from the hearts of his children, even as he did with David (2 
Sam. 23:5) and Paul (2 Tim. 1:12; 4:6-8). It is written of God’s 
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saints, “These all died in faith” (Heb. 11:13), because “the 
righteous hath hope in his death” (Pray. 
14:32). When he knew he was dying, God’s faithful servant, 
John Gill, said to a friend standing by, "I have nothing to make 
me uneasy.” 
Your adversary the devil will find it hard to overwhelm you when 
you are about to tread him beneath your feet (Rom. 16:20). 
Satan is a very busy adversary. His temptations are many and 
great. In the hour of death, I am sure, he will come against us 
with all his force like a flood; but our Comforter, the Spirit of 
God, will lift up a banner against him and put him to flight (Isa. 
59:19). The banner he shall lift to defend us is the gospel of 
Christ, his Person, his blood, his intercession, and his 
righteousness. I do not doubt that believing saints, as they leave 
this world and soar through the heavens into glory cryng, "O 
Death, where is thy sting?’~ do so with the same bold 
challenges raised by the Apostle in Romans eight: “If God be for 
us, who can be against us?” “Who shall lay anything to the 
charge of God’s elect?” “Who is he that condemneth?” “Who 
shall separate us from the love of Christ?” (Rom. 8:32-39). 
“Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of 
that man is peace” (Psa. 37:37; Cf. 1 Cor. 15:55-57). 

An easy passage 
This safe and peaceful passage of god’s saints through death 
into glory must be ascribed to the greatness of his arm. “Fear 
and dread shall fall upon them; greatness of thine arm they shall 
be as still as a stone; till thy people pass over, 0 LORD, till the 
people pass over which purchased. Thou Shalt bring them in, 
plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, in the place, 0 
LORD, which hast made for thee to dwell in, in the Sanctuary, 0 
Lord, which hands have established. The LORD shall reign for 
ever and ever” (Ex. 15:16-18). Read Joshua the third chapter. 
There we find many things by which God made Israel’s passage 
through Jordan into Canaan comfortable and peaceful. These 
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are the very things that shall make our passage out of this world 
into heaven comfortable and peaceful. The presence of the Lord 
sustained them (Josh. 3:10; Ps. 23:4). The ark of the Lord, the 
symbol of accomplished redemption, of satisfied justice, of 
blood atonement, went before them (v. 11). The priests of God 
led the way, even as Christ has gone into heaven, leading the 
way before us (Josh. 3:11; Heb. 6:20). As the priests stood firm 
upon dry ground (Josh. 3:17), so God’s faithful servants, 
standing firm upon the gospel, inspire God’s saints with 
confident hope of eternal life in and by Christ (Heb.13:7-8). The 
sight of the waters divided before them (Josh. 3:13) was a 
picture of salvation accomplished by the hand of God. With that 
confidence of faith, we may well die in peace. Our passage 
through death into heaven shall be both safe and easy, being 
assured that Christ will have his purchased people. 
‘And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called 
The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it 
shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err 
therein. No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go 
up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall 
walk there: And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and 
come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away” (Isa. 35:8- 10). 
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13 

Heaven who shall enter in? 
Revelation 2:1-27 

The church of God in this world is like the tabernacle in the 
wilderness. Within it is lit up with the glory of God’s presence. 
We are the temple of the living God. God dwells in our midst. 
God the Holy Spirit resides in the hearts of his people. And the 
one Person who always attends the assembly of the saints is 
the Son of God, our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. Wherever 
two or three gather in his name, he is present with them (Matt. 
18:20). To gather as a church in the name of Christ means 
much more than merely wearing his name, saying his name, or 
claiming the authority of his name. Those who gather in Christ’s 
name come together trusting his name, trusting his blood and 
righteousness as their only acceptance with the holy Lord God. 
They come together for the worship of his name, calling upon 
him in adoration, prayer, praise, and faith. To gather in his name 
is to gather for the glory of his name, with the intent of making 
his name known. 
Without, God’s church is guided and protected by the fiery and 
cloudy pillar of God’s eternal providence. As God led Israel in 
the wilderness, fed them, protected them, and defended them 
under the symbol of the fiery and cloudy pillar, so he leads, 
feeds, protects, and defends his church today. 
Yet, outwardly, to all outward appearance, the church of God in 
this world is a common, unattractive, despised thing. In so far as 
the nations were concerned the tabernacle was nothing but a 
crude tent. God was there, but they knew it not. The altar was 
there, but they had no use for it. The sacrifice of atonement was 
there but they despised it. The mercy-seat was there, but they 
could not see it. All they could see was a poor, homeless 
people, who had no place to worship but a crude tent, and a 
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people who claimed to be the only true worshippers of God in 
the world. Faithful Israelites would not worship at any other 
altar. They refused to acknowledge as brethren any who would 
not worship their God. They acknowledged only one way of 
salvation - Blood! For these things, they were always despised, 
persecuted, and mocked by the world around them. 
The tabernacle in the wilderness was, in these ways, a symbol 
and picture of God’s church in this world. God dwells in his 
church. Christ Jesus guides and protects his church. But the 
world, and all the religions of the world, mock and despise the 
church of God. That shall not always be the case. 
There is a day coming when the tables will be turned. In the last 
day, the Lord God will reveal his glory in his church and glorify 
his church before all the universe (John 17:22-23; Eph. 2:7). In 
Revelation 21:10-27, John shows us the glorified church of God 
in the last day. Paul speaks of the same thing in Ephesians 
5:25-27. Christ loved his church. He died to redeem his church. 
He sanctities his church. He will perfect and glorify his church. 
And in the last day, the Lord Jesus will present his church, in all 
the resurrection glory he puts upon her, to the Father’s throne. 
Then all the world shall marvel at the glory and grace of God in 
Christ bestowed upon and revealed in his church. 
Study John’s description of her glory. We shall be presented 
before the throne of God, before the adoring angels, before 
satan, and before the eyes of the damned as...A Virgin Bride (v. 
9)...The City of God (vv. 10-11)...A Walled Fortress (v. 12)...A 
Great, Massive City (vv. 12-17). A Perfect, Complete City (v. 
16)...An Indescribably Wealthy People (vv. 18-21)...A Perfectly 
Happy, Satisfied People (vv. 22-23). A Universally Honored, 
Glorious Church (vv. 24-26). 
The church of God shall be the crowning glory of the new 
creation in eternity. “As it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love him” (1 Cor. 2:9). 
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No tongue can tell, because no mind can conceive the glory that 
awaits the church of God in heaven’s eternal bliss. Write my 
name among these blessed ones. My soul thirsts for the living 
God and the glory that awaits his church in heaven. To dwell in 
the presence of Christ, to be where he is, to be like he is, to 
behold his glory, this is the very heaven of heaven! 
Yet some will never enter into the glory and bliss of heaven. It is 
written, in verse twenty-seven, “And there shall in no wise enter 
into it anything that detileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the 
Lamb’s book of life.” Heaven is an eternal estate of perfect 
holiness into which nothing but perfect holiness can enter, 
Here is a very solemn fact - “There shall in no wise enter into it 
anything that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, 
or maketh a lie.” Heaven will never be polluted by sin. God 
almighty is holy, righteous, just, and perfect. That which dwells 
with him forever must be holy, righteous, just and perfect. In 
order for anything, or anyone, to enter heaven it must be 
perfect. Any lack of absolute, total perfection will forever 
exclude us from the presence of God. Perfect holiness cannot 
tolerate anything less than perfect holiness. When sin defiled 
Eden, Eden was forever destroyed. God’s law requires a perfect 
obedience from man and threatens any lack of perfection with 
death. The law required a perfect sacrifice for atonement. Even 
God’s own dear Son, when he was made to be sin for us, was 
forsaken by God and slain. God requires perfection. Heaven is 
a world of perfection. Defilement, abomination, and deceit shall 
never enter into it. Sin shall never darken the kingdom of light. 
Sin shall never defile the city Beautiful. 
It is only right that all evil be excluded from heaven. It is not at 
all a matter of bigotry or harshness to declare that heaven shall 
never be defiled by sin. It is only a matter of righteousness and 
justice to which every rational man must give assent. Everything 
in heaven, everyone in heaven, and everyone going to heaven 
is in full agreement with this decree - “There shall in no wise 
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enter into it anything that defileth.” We have seen what sin has 
done to the world of the angels, the physical world, and our 
fallen race. We would not see heaven ruined by it. 
The essence of heaven’s bliss is the total absence of sin in that 
blessed estate. 
God’s saints in heaven are citizens of a land where there is no 
sin. We are going to an eternal world, where sin shall never be 
found. One of heaven’s greatest attractions and most cherished 
glories is total freedom from sin. There we shall enjoy perfect 
communion with Christ. There we shall have perfect conformity 
to Christ. There we shall exercise perfect consecration to Christ. 
Should sin be permitted to enter, all would be ruined! Sin would 
forever disrupt the peace of heaven, destroy the joy of heaven, 
and defile the beauty of heaven. 
This exclusion of sin from heaven is the exclusion of all who are 
sinners. “There shall in no wise enter into it anything that 
defileth! No person who defiles, no fallen spirit, no sinful man 
can enter the gates of the New Jerusalem. No tendency to sin, 
no thought of sin, no will to sin, no desire for sin can go to 
heaven. 
Were it possible for a sinner to go to heaven, he could never 
enter into the heavenly state. The essence of heaven is a 
condition, not a place. It is a condition of worship, holiness, and 
delight in God. If a sinner could get to the place of heaven, he 
still could not be in the condition of heaven. He would be out of 
his element. Heaven would be misery for him, if he should enter 
it in his natural condition of sin, rebellion, and enmity against 
God. 
Our own hearts must give full assent to this exclusion. “There 
shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth.” If I might 
enter into heaven as I am at this moment with my sinful heart 
and nature, it would be a horrible crime for me to do so; for my 
presence there would defile the city of God. A man with a highly 
contagious deadly disease should never be allowed to mingle 
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with healthy people in society, lest his disease infect everyone. 
Sanity demands that such carriers of death be quarantined. 
This exclusion of sin from heaven is the absolute exclusion of all 
who defile, make abomination, or make a lie. John is telling us 
that sinners of every kind must be forever excluded from the 
Paradise of God. “There shall in no wise enter into it anything 
that defileth.” No evil thoughts, words, or deeds shall enter 
heaven. Those who enter the city of God must be free of these 
things. If we are defiled, in anyway, by sin we cannot enter 
heaven. No unclean thing shall enter the temple of God (Isa. 
52:1). However, the exclusion goes far beyond moral 
corruptions. It reaches the spiritual corruptions of Babylonian 
religion. 
“There shall in no wise enter into it anything that worketh 
abomination.” Abomination in the scriptures usually refers to 
idolatry, the making of idols, the worship of idols, and the 
service of idols (1 Kings 11:4-8). The most abominable thing in 
this world in the sight of God is false religion, idolatry! If your 
religion is false, if you worship strange gods, you cannot go to 
heaven. A strange god is a god who wants to save, but lacks 
the power to do so without the aid and assistance of man. A 
strange god is a god who sends people he loves to hell. A 
strange god is a god whose will is frustrated, whose purpose is 
defeated, whose power is limited. A strange god is a god who 
sacrifices his own dear Son for many who shall never taste his 
grace! 
“There shall in no wise enter into it anything that maketh a tie.” 
All false prophets and false teachers, inventors and perpetrators 
of religious lies shall be damned (1 Tim. 4:1-2; 2 Thess. 2:11-
12). I say this because it simply must be said, every preacher of 
free-will salvation, every preacher of works religion, every 
preacher of conditional grace, of whatever sect or denomination 
is included in this exclusion. Hear this very solemn warning. 
Realize its meaning and lay it to heart. “There shall in no wise 
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enter into it anything that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination, Of maketh a lie.” 
In the light of these things, I set before you a plain, obvious, and 
reasonable deduction. The deduction is just this - None of us 
can, by any possibility, enter heaven in our present condition. 
You who are without Christ are without hope (Eph. 2:11-1 3). 
You cannot go to heaven as you are. Should you die without 
Christ, there would be no hope of you being saved. There is no 
promise of mercy for you. There is no covenant of grace for you. 
There is no blood atonement for you. There is no pardon for 
you. There is no hope of life for you. All these things are in 
Christ, but you are without Christ. And being without Christ, you 
are without hope. 
That which we have seen in the Word of God most certainly 
slays forever all hope of self-salvation (Jer. 13:9). Can a sinful 
man wash away his own sins? Can a dead man give himself 
life? Can a guilty man make righteousness for himself? Can a 
wicked man purge his own heart? If any of us are saved, we 
must be saved by grace (Eph. 2:8). 
Even those of us who are saved by the grace of God must 
undergo a great change before we can enter into heaven. Many 
are of the opinion that God’s saints in this world get riper and 
riper for heaven in progressive holiness and sanctification, until 
at last they are ready for heaven. That simply it is not so. No 
saved sinner ever imagines that he is attaining greater holiness! 
Long after God had saved him, and after many years of faithful 
service in the cause of Christ, the Apostle Paul described 
himself as the very chief of sinners in whom no good thing dwelt 
(1 Tim. 1:15; Rom. 7:18). Our only holiness is Christ, without 
whom no one shall ever see the Lord (1 Cor. 1:30; Heb. 12:14). 
Before we can enter into heaven we must drop this robe of flesh 
in death and be transformed into his likeness. 
Yet, John gives us, by divine inspiration, A BLESSED WORD 
OF HOPE. We have seen that nothing evil shall enter heaven, 
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nothing and no one who defiles, works abomination, or makes a 
lie shall enter heaven. No one has the right to enter by nature. 
And no one can ever earn the right to enter. Yet there is hope. 
God has written a book of election, and all whose names are 
written in that book shall enter in. No one shall enter into 
heaven “but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” 
We must know one thing: Are our names written in that book? If 
they are, all is well, If it is not, we must be forever damned. Are 
our names written there? This is certain - If our names are 
written there, they were written there in eternity, written there 
because of a covenant, and written there permanently. The 
Lamb’s book of life is the book of God’s election. It is the record 
of redemption by the blood of the Lamb. It is the promise of 
eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised in Christ 
before the world began. 
Let me speak personally. I trust that you who read these lines 
can personally relate to what I am about to say. Yes, my name 
is written in that blessed book. I know it is because I trust the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and trusting Christ, I have life. By God’s free 
grace in him, I have all that God requires for entrance into 
heaven (Col. 1:12; 2:9-10). He is my worthiness before God. I 
am complete in him. In Christ, I have atonement for all my sin 
(Rom. 5:10). In Christ, I have perfect righteousness. His 
righteousness has been imputed to me in justification and 
imparted to me in sanctification. How can I speak with confident 
assurance about such great, weighty, eternal matters? I believe 
God. Faith in Christ is the substance of my hope, the evidence 
of God’s grace in me, and the solitary basis of my assurance 
before God (Heb. 11:1; I John 5:1-13). Because I trust him, in 
Christ, I am assured of a glorious change. When death comes, 
when I am absent from the body I shall be immediately present 
with the Lord (2 Cor. 5:1-9). Then, when Christ comes again, I 
shall be transformed into his image in resurrection glory in the 
totality of my being (1 Cor. 15:51-58). 
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Will you, or will you not, enter into heaven at last? None will 
enter into heaven at last who do not enter in by faith in Christ 
now. He alone can give you life. Christ alone can pardon our 
sins. Only Christ can make the defiled undefiled, the 
unrighteous righteous, and sinners saints. May God grant you 
faith in Christ. 
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14 

Oh, What A Promise 
Romans 16:20 

Twenty years ago, I had a long bout with cancer. The Lord our 
God graciously and wisely sent the disease. And he graciously 
and wisely healed me of the disease. I am thankful both for the 
experience of it and for God’s deliverance from it. But there was 
a time, twenty years ago, right in the middle of a long, long 
series of cobalt treatments when neither I nor my doctors knew 
whether I was more likely to live or to die. I was weaker 
physically, mentally, and emotionally than I ever imagined I 
could be. 
At that critical hour, a friend sent me a card. It had no comments 
at all. It did not even say, “Get well,” on it. It simply had a 
Scripture reference written out on it. I would not have known 
who sent it, had he not put his return address on it. The card 
was not even signed. However, when I turned to the text written 
out on the card and read it, being blessed of God to my heart, it 
did more for me and gave me greater strength and peace than 
all the letters, cards, and visits I received from my many friends 
around the world. Their words were sweet, kind, thoughtful, and 
greatly appreciated; but God’s Word was effectual! That word 
from God is found in Romans 16:20. I pray that God the Holy 
Spirit will make it effectual to you as you read these lines - “And 
the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.” 
These studies were born from my personal experience of God’s 
great goodness in Christ and of the blessed power of his Word 
to comfort, strengthen, and rejoice the hearts of his saints. They 
are written for the glory of God and the benefit of his people 
who, as long as they are in this world, are now greatly 
oppressed by Satan. As I write, I cannot avoid thinking of dear 
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friends, saints of God, enduing great trials of faith. It may be that 
your own heart is presently overwhelmed with sorrows, trials, or 
temptations that seem simply too great to endure. If that is the 
case, take heart. If you are indeed a believer, if you trust the 
Lord Jesus Christ, this is God’s word to you - “And the God of 
peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.” The Lord God 
promises all his elect a sure, speedy, and complete triumph 
over Satan. Let me show you three things clearly set before us 
by the Holy Spirit in Romans 16:20. 

The God of peace 
The Apostle Paul was inspired by the Holy Spirit to give us a 
suitable title for our god - “The God of peace.” This title for God 
is found nowhere except in the writings of the Apostle Paul. But 
what a suitable title this is for our God, “The God of Peace” 
(Rom. 15:33; Phil. 4:9; 1 Thess. 5:23; Heb. 13:20). In the 
immediate context, Paul is contrasting the work of Satan, which 
was manifest in strife and division, with the work of God, which 
is peace. The church at Rome had been enduring great turmoil 
from men who had, by doctrine contrary to the gospel, created 
strife and division in the church (vv. 17-18). “Only by pride 
cometh contention.” Pride “stirreth up strife” (Prov. 13:10; 
28:25). And the proud doctrines of Arminian, freewill, works 
religion, the proud teachings of self-righteousness and legalism 
are the things “contrary to the doctrine” of the gospel which 
cause divisions and offences in the kingdom of God. Therefore, 
Paul tells us to mark those who teach such doctrines and avoid 
them. As we do, “the God of peace will bruise Satan under” our 
heels, and the church of God will be at peace. That is the 
contextual interpretation of Paul’s words. Still, I cannot avoid 
asking, Why did the Holy Spirit inspire Paul to give this title to 
our God? 
God is called “The God of Peace,” because he is the Author, 
Cause, and Giver of all peace, temporal, spiritual, and eternal. 
God alone can truthfully declare, “I make peace” (Isa. 45:7). 
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Civil peace in the nation is God’s gift. Domestic peace in the 
home is God’s work. Spiritual peace in the heart can be given 
by none but God himself. However, this title for our God arises 
primarily from the fact that he is the Source, Cause, and Giver 
of that “peace which passeth understanding,” both in his saints 
and in his church. 
His thoughts toward us were “thoughts of peace” from 
everlasting (Jer. 29:11). The covenant of grace, which secured 
our salvation from eternity, is a “covenant of peace” made 
between God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit 
before the world began (Isa. 54:10; Ezek. 34:25; 37:26). 
Because our heavenly Father is “the God of peace,” he 
appointed his dear Son to be the Peacemaker between men 
and God. It pleased God to reconcile all things to himself by 
Christ (Col. 1:19-22). The Lord God laid upon his Son the 
chastisement of our peace (Isa. 53:5). 
It is “the God of peace” who, by his Holy Spirit, speaks peace to 
our consciences when the blood of Christ is effectually applied 
to guilty souls (Heb. 9:14). We find happiness and satisfaction in 
this world only to the extent that “the peace of God” rules our 
hearts and minds (Col. 3:5). The peace of God is that peace 
which he gives in the believer’s heart. It is a peace from God 
that goes out in every direction to God again. It is the peace of 
reconciliation to God in Christ, the peace of confident faith in the 
wisdom and goodness of his providence, the peace of brotherly 
love, and the peace of a blessed hope with regard to eternity. 

A sure promise 
The Spirit of God inspired Paul to proclaim a sure promise for 
the tried. This is not a promise to everyone that is tried. When 
men and women live without faith in Christ, while they live as 
rebels to God, there are no words of comfort to be found for 
them or promises of goodness and grace given to them. The 
promises of God are not for unbelievers. If you are yet a rebel to 
grace and a rebel against God, there is only two promises from 
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God that you can claim as your own: “The soul that sinneth, it 
shall die,” and, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
be saved!” Yet this is a sure promise to every tried, tempted, 
troubled believer - “The God of peace shall bruise Satan under 
your feet shortly.” 
Victory is sure; and it will come speedily! “The God of peace 
shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly.” Yet a little while, and 
he that shall come will come. When Satan seems to have 
prevailed, and you are ready to give up, he will come! And when 
God arises to help, “He shall bruise Satan under your feet” with 
utmost speed (Gen. 3:15; Ps. 91:13; Mk. 16:18). As Christ, the 
seed of the woman bruised the serpent’s head, so, too, we that 
are Christ’s shall tread Satan under our feet. The Apostle does 
not say that we shall bruise Satan under our feet, but that God 
shall do it. Yet, Paul does not say that God shall bruise Satan 
under his feet, but rather, “The God of peace shall bruise Satan 
under feet!" 
Do you see what Paul is telling us? Whatever it is by which 
Satan now accuses you, opposes you, and distresses you, soon 
he who disturbs your peace shall trouble and molest you no 
more! If Satan was, for a time, permitted to harass our Master, 
why not us? Yet, as surely as our Savior triumphed over him, so 
too must we! Our Lord Jesus bruised the serpent’s head for us 
at Calvary (John 12:31 -33). He conquered Satan and spoiled 
his house when he saved us by his almighty grace (Matt. 12:29; 
Mk. 3:27). In delivering our souls from troubles and temptations 
by which Satan accuses us, disturbs our peace, and harasses 
us with doubts, fears, and confusion, our God bruises him under 
our heels (Lam. 3:21-33). Yet, the promise under consideration 
is a declaration that you and I shall ultimately prevail over our 
adversary, the devil. Soon we shall be out of the serpent’s hiss 
as well as out of his reach. Grace shall win the day. We are, 
and must forever be, “more than conquerors” through the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Hold out a while longer. Persevere steadfast in the 
faith. Be patient just a little while longer. “Stand still and see the 
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salvation of the Lord.” Soon, the Red Sea of your woes shall 
open before you. You will pass through the sea as upon dry 
land. When you have reached the other side, you will see all 
your enemies dead upon the shore. Then you will laugh and 
sing triumphantly the song of Moses and of the Lamb. Soon, 
very soon, our God shall remove us from the sphere in which 
Satan operates. 
The God of Peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly.” 
Study this promise carefully and understand its doctrine. It is 
God’s promise to every tried, troubled, Satan-harassed believer. 
Satan is under God’s control. He is not a rival to God, but a 
creature of God’s making. He is God’s devil. He cannot harm 
you. He is a roaring lion; but he has neither fangs nor claws. 
Christ pulled them out at Calvary and bound him with the chain 
of his sovereign omnipotence (John 12:31; Rev. 20:1-3). The 
only reason God allows him to roar against us is to keep us 
clinging to Christ. Soon you will laugh at Satan and sing for joy 
over all your troubles in this world. You will realize that Satan 
was never allowed to do anything that did not serve the 
interests of your immortal soul. He was created for that purpose 
(Heb. 1:14): and, though he rebels against it with every fiber of 
his being, he wilt serve that purpose. 
When the Lord God is done with our old adversary, he will cast 
him into the pit of fire and brimstone and consign him to the 
place of everlasting torment. Then, not till then, but then, we will 
fully understand this promise - “The God of Peace shall bruise 
Satan under your heels shortly.” What will happen in the 
meantime? How can we go on with the heartaches and troubles 
that are crushing upon our souls? You may be thinking, "I need 
some help now.” You will find it in the last sentence of Romans 
16:20. 

A closing prayer for believers 
Here, the Apostle Paul was inspired to write out for us a blessed 
benediction for the chosen - “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
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be with you. Amen.” The good-will of Christ is toward you. The 
good work of Christ shall be in you. If the grace of Christ is 
toward us, who or what can be against us? What is implied in 
this blessed benediction of grace? Let me show you these five 
things, and I am done. 
1. If grace comes from the Lord Jesus Christ, then Jesus Christ 
is God, because grace is the gift and operation of God alone 
(Eph. 2:8). 
2. All who are redeemed by the blood of Christ are supplied with 
grace from Christ. Would he shed his blood for you and then 
withhold his grace from you? Never! (Eph. 1:6). Every 
redeemed sinner has, in Christ, a rightful, legitimate claim upon 
all the fulness of God’s grace. Forgiving grace, justifying grace, 
regenerating grace, sanctifying grace, and preserving grace, all 
grace belongs to all for whom Christ died(Eph. 1:3). 
3. The grace of Christ is sufficient for us to meet our every need 
in this world, even when Satan buffets us (2 Cor. 12:9). 
4. The grace of God in Jesus Christ will bring us to glory at last. 
Grace is glory begun. Glory is grace complete. Both are the gifts 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. “The Lord will give grace and glory” 
(Psa. 84:11). 
5. The grace of God in Christ is sure to his people and heavenly 
glory too - “Amen!” 
That word, “Amen,” refers to the title ascribed to God, the 
promise that God will bruise Satan under your feet shortly, and 
the blessing of grace and glory from Christ. To all these things 
the Holy Spirit says “Amen!” “So be it!” “So shall it be!” “Amen!” 
Read the promise this way - “The God of peace (Amen!) shall 
bruise Satan under your feet shortly. (Amen!) The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen! 
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15 

Precious Deaths 
Psalm 116:15 

This is one of the great psalms of David. It is a psalm that 
flowed from a believing heart, from the heart of that man who 
was a man after God’s own heart. David did not take the words 
of this psalm from books of theology, or from religious tradition, 
or sentimental stories. These words flowed from a regenerate, 
believing heart. These words arose from David’s heart and 
express his thoughts, emotions, and sentiments Yet they are 
also words of divine inspiration, written for our learning, 
admonition, and consolation. As Peter said, this psalm was 
written by one of those “holy men of God,” who, “spake as they 
were moved by God the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1:21). We cannot 
be reminded too frequently of these two facts: (1.) All Scripture 
expresses the thoughts, sentiments, emotions, and personal 
characteristics of the men who wrote it.2.) Yet, every word of 
Holy Scripture is God breathed, inspired by God the Holy Spirit, 
so that the Volume of Holy Scripture is, in its entirety, the very 
Word of God (2 Tim. 3:16). 
Let me show you nine things God says to us in this 116th Psalm 
by the pen of his servant David. Then I want to answer some 
more questions about death. 
1. David talks about loving the Lord (v. 1; 1 John 4:19). “We 
love him because he first loved us.” His love for us precedes our 
love for him. His love for us infinitely supercedes our love for 
him!. His love for us causes our love for him. Still, this is the true 
confession of every regenerate, believing heart, "I love the 
Lord!” “We love him!” “1 love the Lord because he heard” my cry 
for mercy, my prayer for forgiveness, and my supplications of 
repentance! 
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2. The psalmist talks with confidence of persevering faith (v. 2). 
He believed, according to the Word of God, that God gave him 
faith, kept him in faith, and would keep him in faith. David came 
to God just like we do, the only way any sinner can come to 
him, by faith in Christ (Heb. 11:6). 
3. He talks about trouble and sorrow causing him to call upon 
the name of the Lord (vv. 3-4). Without question, there is much 
more in the psalm than I will bring out in this brief study. Yet, the 
sense of the text is obvious. “The sorrows of death” are the 
sorrows wrought in the heart by Holy Spirit conviction (John 
16:8-11).”The pains of hell” are the torments of a self-
condemned heart (Lk. 18:13). “Trouble and sorrow” are the 
struggles of a soul seeking peace with God (Ps. 103). The result 
of real, Holy Spirit conviction is always faith in Christ. “Then 
called I upon the name of the LORD: 0 LORD, I beseech thee, 
deliver my soul. “. 
4. Next, David talks about the character of God (v. 5). The Lord 
our God is gracious, righteous, and merciful, full of mercy! 
5. Then the psalmist speaks of God’s unfailing faithfulness (vv. 
6-8). “The Lord preseiveth the simple” - The single-hearted; the 
sincere, the believing. “I was brought low, and he helped me.” 
He who helped David will help us (Heb. 4:16). The psalmist 
essentially says, "I will trust him to deliver me now and in the 
future who has delivered me in the past” (vv. 7-8). 
6. In verse nine, David speaks with assurance of a blessed 
hope. All who trust Christ alone as Savior and Lord, all who look 
to him alone for righteousness and acceptance with God have 
reason to live in the assured anticipation of eternity and 
heavenly glory with Christ (2 Tim. 1:12; Psa. 23:6). 
7. In verses 10-11, this man after God’s own heart talks in one 
breath about faith, confession, and affliction. These three things 
always go hand in hand. All who trust Christ confess him as 
their Lord and confess their faith in him as the only Way, Truth, 
and Life; and all who confess that the Christ of God, as he is 
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revealed in the Scriptures, is the only Savior of sinners will 
suffer for their faith. 
8. In the latter part of the psalm, David seems to direct all his 
thoughts to the worship of the great, gracious God of salvation. 
He speaks of gratitude (v. 12), commitment to Christ (V. 13), 
public worship and praise (vv. 14, 17, 18, 19), and the believer’s 
voluntary surrender and consecration (vv. 16-18). 
9. Right in the middle of his talk about worship, David talks 
about precious deaths. “Precious in the sight of the LORD is the 
death of his saints” (v. 15). While the Bible speaks of many 
things as being precious, it only reveals two things that are 
precious in God’s sight. His Son is precious (1 Pet. 2:4). His 
people are precious (Isa. 43:4). As far as God is concerned, 
everything about his people is precious; and that fact is precious 
to me. “The redemption of their soul is precious” (Psa. 49:8). 
Their lives are precious (Psa 72:14). And “Precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his saints.” 

What is death  
You could get many answers to this question. To the family, 
death means a vacant place, a loved one gone. To the 
physician, it is a patient lost. To the biographer, it is the last 
chapter, the book finished. To the newspaper, it is a spot in the 
obituary, or a brief story, maybe. To the insurance company, it 
is a payment claimed. To the theologian, death is the separation 
of the soul from the body. However, when we think about death, 
either our own death or the death of a friend or loved one who 
has just passed away, none of those factual answers satisfy us. 
What is death? Here are four answers to that question. This is 
one thing we are all going to experience much sooner than we 
imagine.  
(1.) Death is the result of sin.  
“By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin” (Rom. 
5:12). “The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). There is no 
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greater proof for the biblical doctrine of original sin than the 
universal fact of death. All die because all are guilty. All die 
because all are sinners.  

(2.) Death is an act of God.  
“The Lord killeth and the Lord maketh alive. It does not matter 
what the secondary cause of a person’s death is, the first cause 
is God (Job 14:1-5). (3.) 
(3.) Death is the decay of the body and return of the soul to 
God.  
“The body returns to the earth from which it came and the soul 
to God, who gave it.” Whether that soul meets God in judgment 
or in mercy is not the issue being considered here. The fact is 
all men die. Soon, you and I must meet God! The prophet of old 
spoke faithfully - “Prepare to meet thy God!” Meet him we shall, 
very shortly.  
(4.) Death is the end of life on earth and the beginning of an 
eternal existence.  
Life after death is not a supposition. It is not a superstition. Life 
after death is a fact, a fact so thoroughly stamped upon the 
human conscience that it simply cannot be erased (Matt. 25:46; 
Heb. 9:27). This is what death is: The result of sin - An act of 
God . The decay of the body and the return of the soul to God - 
The beginning of an eternal existence. Yet, the Holy Spirit says, 
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.” So I 
cannot help asking this second question... 

What makes the death of a believer precious  
All believers are saints, people who have been sanctified. We 
were chosen to holiness in election (Jude 1), declared holy in 
redemption and justification (Heb. 10:10, 14), and actually made 
holy in regeneration by God the Holy Spirit imparting to us a 
new nature (2 Pet. 1:4; 1 John 3:5-9). This is our threefold 
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sanctification by the grace of God. When a saint dies God looks 
upon his death as a precious thing. Why? 
The death of God’s saints is precious in his sight because God 
does not see things the way we do. “The Lord seeth not as man 
seeth.” It is difficult for us to talk about death being precious 
because everything we see and know is here. God sees things 
as they really are. He knows that for his saints death is not a 
loss in any sense at all, but only great gain (Phil. 1:21). Death, 
for us, is not a penalty, but a promotion. Death is not the end of 
life, but the beginning. “To die is gain.” To lose a weak, mortal 
body is to gain an immortal, eternally strong body. To leave this 
world of sin is to enter the heavenly world of perfect 
righteousness. To drop this house of clay is to enter our house 
not made with hands in Immanuel’s glory land. To leave this 
temporary state is to enter an eternal state. To leave this world 
of sorrow is to enter the world of endless, heavenly bliss with 
Christ. “To die is gain!” 
The death of God’s saints is precious to him because the blood 
that redeemed them is precious to him. We belong toGod by the 
blood atonement of his dear Son. We have been reconciled to 
God by Christ’s precious blood. As our Surety he received his 
elect from the Father as a trust in the covenant of grace (Eph. 
1:12). As our Redeemer he received his ransomed ones from 
the law as a purchased possession (Gal. 3:13). As our Savior 
the Lord Jesus receives each of his chosen, ransomed ones at 
the appointed time of love and grace from the Father by the gift 
of God the Holy Spirit (John 6:37-40). Christ the King shall 
receive all his people in resurrection glory by his power. Christ 
our Priest receives the chosen, one by one, when they are 
called from earth to heaven in death, as the Father’s answer to 
his intercessory prayer (John 17: 24). 
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints” 
because his saints are precious to him! (Jer. 31:3; John 13:1; 1 
Cor. 2:9). He has done wonderful things for us in election, 
redemption., justification, regeneration, and sanctification. He is 
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doing wonderful things for us in preservation and providence. 
Yet, our God has wonderful things in store for us which no eye 
has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has conceived. He 
has wonderful things yet to show us (1 Cor. 13:10-13). He has 
wonderful things yet to give us (John 14:1-3). He has wonderful 
things yet to do with us (Eph. 2:7). 
This statement applies to all believers. It is an unlimited, 
unqualified, unconditional statement of truth with regard to all 
God’s saints. “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of 
his saints.”  

It matters not who the saint is.  
We can understand how that the death of a martyr like Stephen 
would be precious in God’s sight. Yet, his death was no more 
precious than that of the most insignificant saint. All believers 
have the same attending angels to carry them into Paradise, the 
same Savior waiting their arrival in heaven, and the same 
glorious inheritance with Christ (Rom. 8:17). 

It matters not when the believer dies.  
We talk of untimely deaths, and accidents, and of lives ending 
prematurely; but there are no untimely deaths. Every believer’s 
life is a completed, fulfilled plan. God takes his saints when it 
pleases him, at the time he has appointed. Our Master plucks 
the grapes of his vineyard when they are ripe and ready to be 
taken. He never picks green fruit and never leaves his fruit to rot 
on the vine. With regard to every believer, the hymn writer was 
correct, when he wrote... 
“Mortals are immortal here Until their work is done.” 

It matters not where the believer dies.  
It may be in a lonely hospital room. It may be on a busy 
highway. It may be upon a terrible battlefield. It may be in his 
own bed. That does not matter - “Precious in the eyes of the 
Lord is the death of his saints.” Years ago, an old preacher in 
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England rose one Sunday morning and announced a hymn, 
giving out the first verse like they used to do... 
“Father, I long, I long to see The place of thine abode, 
I’d leave these earthly courts and flee Up to thy throne, 0 God.” 
Then he closed his eyes, slipped down behind his pulpit, and 
died. 
 
It matter not by what means the believer dies.  
I have known some to die in very odd circumstances and by 
very strange means. I have known many to die suddenly, 
without warning. I have seen others die very slow, lingering, 
painful deaths. No matter how a believer dies, he dies by God’s 
appointment, by God’s hand, and his death is precious in God’s 
sight. 

What about the death of the unbeliever?  
There is nothing at all pleasant, comforting, or precious about 
the death of an unbeliever. I once knew a young lady whose 
father died in a state of rebellion and unbelief. As she stood by 
his coffin, broken-hearted, almost everyone who came by said 
to her, “Well, your daddy is better off now.” After hearing that 
statement countless times, the young lady finally said to one, 
“He’s in hell now! Do you call that ‘better off’?” The unbeliever’s 
death is a horror, a tragedy, an indescribable woe. God says, 
“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord!” We cannot write 
blessed where God has written cursed; and we cannot write 
cursed where God has written blessed. “If you die in your sins,” 
our Savior said, “Ye cannot come where I am.’ Yet, to every 
believer, he says, “Where / am, there you (shall) be also.” 
When I can read my title clear To mansions in the skies, 
I’ll bid farewell to every fear And wipe my weeping eyes. 
Let cares like a wild deluge come And storms of sorrow fall, 
May I but safely reach my home, My God, my heaven, my all! 
There shall I bathe my weary soul In seas of heav'nly rest, 
And not a wave of trouble roll Across my peaceful breast. 
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And when you see my eyes strings break, (How sweet my 
minutes roll!) 
A mortal paleness is on my cheek, There’s glory in my soul. 
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.’ 
“Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord.” That is what God 
says. The world says, “Blessed are the rich, the famous, the 
healthy, and the honored.” The world takes you into its lavish, 
luxurious club. There men and women are laughing, singing, 
and dancing. The room is filled with earthly joy. Nothing is 
beyond the reach of the rich and the mighty. Autographs are 
sought from smiling heroes. The best is none too good for those 
whom the world calls blessed. But all is vanity, a puff of wind, 
nothing more. 
Now, go into a darkened room. There is complete silence. A 
wife sits by the bed of a dying husband and holds his hand. The 
children stand around the foot of the bed. Tears fall silently 
down their cheeks. Only the ticking of the clock can be heard. 
For a brief moment the man opens his eyes widely, a smile 
crosses his face, and he breathes deeply for the last time. His 
spirit is gone. Of that man, God says, “Blessed! Blessed!” You 
cannot write cursed where God writes blessed; and you cannot 
write blessed where God writes cursed! 
Someday the silver cord will break, And I no more as now shall 
sing, 
But oh the joy when I awake Within the palace of the King. 
Someday my earthly house will fall, I cannot tell how soon twill 
be 
But this I know - My all in all Has now in heaven a place for me! 
Someday, till then, I’ll watch and wait, My lamp all trimmed and 
burning bright, 
That when my Savior opens the gate, My soul to him will take its 
flight. 
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16 

Face to face with Christ our savior 
Revelation 22:4 

Heaven is set forth in the Scriptures by many pictures of bliss 
awaiting God’s elect in eternity. Heaven is a place prepared for 
us. It is the everlasting kingdom. It is eternal glory. Heaven is 
our purchased inheritance. It is the city of God and of the Lamb. 
It is our home. Heaven is our final resting place These, and 
many other descriptive phrases, fill our hearts with joy and 
anticipation. However, this is the greatest bliss of the eternal 
state, the consummation of glory, the very heaven of heaven - 
“And they shall see his face.” When the Lord said to Moses, 
“Thou canst not see my face and five,” he was speaking to a 
mere mortal upon the earth. Those words have no reference to 
those who have put on immortality and incorruption. In the 
coming glory-land every child of God shall see the face of our 
God and live. Indeed, it is this sight of Christ which shall be the 
essence and excellence of our life. We shall see him who is the 
brightness of the Father’s glory and the express image of his 
person face to face! That is the heaven which awaits us! 
“Face to face with Christ my Savior, Face to face, what will it be; 
When with rapture I behold him, Jesus Christ who died for me?” 

What is this heavenly vision 
Some people have very carnal and unscriptural ideas about 
heaven. Some think of heaven only as a place where they can 
gratify their carnal desires. They seem to think only of the 
comforts and pleasures that heaven might bring to them in a 
natural, physical way. To them, the streets of gold, the gates of 
pearl, and the walls of jasper are enough.. I have even heard 
men talk about heaven as though it were a place that would 
gratify their religious pride and self-righteousness. Some 
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religious denominations have the vain imagination that their 
particular brand of religion will give them a place of superiority in 
glory. In pride and self-righteous bigotry, they suppose that all of 
God’s saints will be beneath them and serve them! 
Such carnal ideas of heaven must be rejected. However, there 
are many things in heaven that we shall see and enjoy. We will 
see the holy angels who have ministered to us throughout our 
earthly pilgrimage (Heb. 1:14). Men and women of flesh and 
bones will commune with cherubim and seraphim. Gabriel, and 
all the heavenly hosts, shall be known by us. We will see the 
patriarchs who served God in those early days of time. We will 
even know those men and women who walked with God before 
the flood like Abel, Enoch, and Noah.. The apostles and 
prophets will be seen and known by us. Those martyrs, with 
whose blood the pages of church history are written, shall be 
seen. Those brethren, with whom we have enjoyed sweet 
fellowship upon the earth, will be seen by us. And those loved 
ones who fell asleep in Christ Jesus shall be seen again. 
Without question, in our glorified state, earthly ties will no longer 
divide us; but the saints in glory will know one another, just as 
Peter, James, and John knew Moses and Elijah when they 
appeared with them in the mount of transfiguration. 
Yet, for all of this, the greatest joy and fullness of heaven will be 
the fact that we shall see Christ himself face to face. That which 
we desire above all else in heaven is the sight of Christ. With 
the Psalmist we most gladly declare, “Whom have I in heaven 
but thee? And there is none upon earth that I desire beside 
thee” (Psa. 73:25). Christ is all in all to us here, and we long for 
a heaven in which he shall be all in all to us forever. Here upon 
the earth, it was a sight of Christ which first turned our sorrow 
into joy. The daily renewal of communion with Christ lifts us up 
above the cares of this world. Even here, we say, if we have 
Christ we have enough. If Christ is all to us now, what shall he 
be in glory? The Paradise of God is a heaven of intense, 
eternal, spiritual fellowship with Christ. Heaven is a place where 
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it is promised -“They shall see his face.” Moses, we are told, 
saw his back parts. He saw the train of his majesty; but, there, 
we shall see his face. 

We shall literally see our Savior’s face 
Though he is glorified, that very man who died at Calvary is 
upon the throne of glory. We shall see him, the God-man. What 
a sight that shall be for redeemed sinners. We will see our well-
beloved - his hands, his feet, his side, his head, and his face. 
We shall literally see him who loved us and gave himself for us. 
Even sweeter is the fact that we shall enjoy a perfect, spiritual 
sight of our Redeemer. This text seems to imply a greater ability 
in the next world by which we shall be able to more fully see 
Christ. Here, upon the earth, the very best of us are only infants. 
Now we know in part. Now we see through a shaded glass. In 
heaven, we shall see the Savior face to face. And we shall know 
even as we are known. We will see Christ in such a way that we 
shall know him. We shall know the heights, depths, lengths, and 
breadth of the love of Christ that passes knowledge. - 
We shall see the Savior always. The saints in heaven shall 
never cease to see him. We shall never cease to embrace our 
Savior! It is not so now. Sometimes we are near the throne, at 
other times we are afar off. Sometimes we are as bright as the 
angels, at other times we are as dull as lead. At times we are 
hot with love, at other times we are cold with indifference. But, 
the day will soon come, when we shall forever be in the closest 
possible association with Christ. Then we shall see his face 
without ceasing. And we shall see our Savior’s face as it is now, 
in the fullness of his glory (John 17:24). John gave us a little 
glimpse of that in chapter one verses 13-16. Read it again and 
rejoice in the prospect of this blessed hope. 

How are we going to see Christ in glory 
The word “see” in this text implies a clear, full, undimmed sight 
of Christ. We will see Christ clearly, because everything that 
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hinders our sight of him here will be removed. Our sins and our 
carnal nature will be completely removed. All of those earthly 
cares that now cloud our vision will be taken out of the way. All 
our sorrows will be ended (Rev. 21:4). And there nothing will 
stand between us and our Savior. In glory there will be no rival 
in our hearts. We will love Christ supremely. 
We will see Christ personally. Now we see him by faith, but then 
faith will be turned to sight, and we will see Christ personally for 
ourselves. The language of Job is a proper confession of every 
believer’s future prospect (Job 
19:25-27) 
We shall see our Savior in all the fullness of his person and 
work. .Beholding fully his glorious person, we will see him who 
is God over all and blessed forever in the perfection of his 
glorified manhood. In that day, we will see Christ in the fullness 
of his covenant engagements, and in the perfection of all his 
mediatorial offices as our Surety: Prophet, Priest, King, 
Husband, Shepherd, and Substitute. In the world to come, we 
will see Christ in the fullness of his saving grace. Then we will 
know the meaning of electing love. Then we will know the price 
of blood atonement. Then we will know the power of his priestly 
intercession. Then we will know the goodness of his preserving 
grace. 
And when we see his face, our eyes shall be full of adoration for 
him alone. In that world of glory to come there will be no voice 
heard that speaks of the power of man’s free-will, or the 
goodness of man’s works. In that day we shall say, “Not unto 
us, not unto us, but unto thy name be honor, and power, and 
glory, and dominion forever and ever.” (Psa. 115:1; Rev. 1:5-6; 
5:9-10). 

A vision of bliss and joy 
Why do we consider this vision of Christ the greatest bliss and 
joy of heaven? I have said that seeing Christ face to face is the 
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heaven of heaven, the glory of glory. Why do we place such 
importance upon this one aspect of our eternal inheritance? The 
answer should be obvious. When we see him our salvation will 
be complete. Soon the resurrection day will come, and all men 
shall see the great God and Savior. When the wicked see his 
face, they will be consumed in his fierce wrath. We shall see 
him and live. We will be like the burning bush, glowing with the 
glory of God, but not consumed. We shall stand in the presence 
of God in perfect salvation. Our souls shall be eradicated of 
every spot of sin. Our bodies shall be made immortal, 
uncorruptible, glorious. When we see his face we shall be 
conscious of his favor and have a perfect and uninterrupted 
fellowship with him. In glory, we shall walk with God perfectly. 
Not until we see his face will we fully know the meaning of being 
one with him. 
When we see him there will be a complete transformation - “We 
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.” We will see 
things as he sees them, think as he thinks, will what he wills, 
love what he loves, and hate what he hates, perfectly. When we 
see the face of the Son of God we will be perfectly satisfied 
(Psa. 17:15). 

Objects of the promise 
Who are they to whom this promise is given? The apostle tells 
us that those who shall see his face are none “but they which 
are written in the Lamb’s book of life” (Rev. 21:27). Everyone of 
those who are the objects of God’s eternal grace shall see his 
face. Every soul that was chosen of God in the council of love 
shall see Christ in the courts of glory (Eph. 1:4). Every one 
predestined to be his son shall be his son (Rom. 8:29). Every 
soul for whom Jesus died at Calvary shall see his face in 
heaven. They are accepted, pardoned, justified, sanctified, and 
purchased. And they shall see him (Isa. 53:10-12). Every man, 
woman, and child who is called by the Spirit of God and 
regenerated by divine power shall see his face (Eph. 1:13-14). 
Everyone that repents of his sin and believes on Christ shall see 
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him (John 1:12-13). Every heart that bows in submission to King 
Jesus shall see the King in his beauty (Luke 14:25-33). 
Everyone who loves Christ shall see Christ (II Tim. 4:8). They 
may have been the vilest, most abominable wretches ever to 
walk upon the earth, but they are washed, they are justified, 
they are sanctified. And “they shall see his face!” 
They shall all with equal clearness see the face of Christ. I read 
of no secondary joys in heaven. There are no back streets in 
the New Jerusalem! Whoever invented the doctrine of degrees 
in heaven knew nothing of free-grace. There is as much 
foundation for such a doctrine in the Scriptures as there is for 
the doctrine of purgatory, and no more. All the saints of God 
shall see the Savior’s face. What more can, anyone want? The 
dying thief went with Christ to paradise, and so did Paul. 
Heaven is altogether the reward of grace, not of debt and shall 
be fully possessed by all the heirs of grace (Rom. 8:17). All the 
saved are loved by God with a perfect love. All were chosen in 
Christ. We all have the same blessings of grace in the 
covenant. We are all redeemed by the same blood. We are all 
accepted in the same righteousness. We are all the sons of God 
upon the same grounds. And we all have the same hope of 
glory. Heaven was earned and bought for us by the Son of God. 
And it shall be given to us in all its fulness. In this world of 
sorrow, comfort yourself with this hope. “They” who believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ “shall see his face.”  
 

 126


	RETURN TO DON FORTNER INDEX
	The Glorious State Of God’s Saints In Heaven Don Fortner
	1
	Grace and Glory

	Psalm 84:11
	2
	Where Have They Gone; And What Are They Doing?

	Ecclesiastes 4:1-2
	3
	“The Hope of Glory”

	Colossians 1:27
	4
	Images of Heavenly Glory

	Revelation 21:1-27
	5
	Heaven: The Place of Satisfaction

	Psalm 17:15
	6
	“Blessed Are The Dead, Which Die In The Lord.”

	Revelation 14:12-13
	7
	"Heirs Of God"

	Romans 8:17
	8
	Will There Be Degrees Of Rewards In Heaven?

	Revelation 21:4
	9
	No Tears In Heayen

	Revelation 7:17
	10
	The Magnitude Of Our Heavenly Inheritance

	Romans 8:18-23
	11
	With Christ In Heaven: Paradise Regained

	Revelation 22:1-5
	12
	The Believer's Easy Passage Through Death To Glory

	Exodus 15:16-18
	13
	Heaven who shall enter in?

	Revelation 2:1-27
	14
	Oh, What A Promise

	Romans 16:20
	15
	Precious Deaths

	Psalm 116:15
	16
	Face to face with Christ our savior

	Revelation 22:4

