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The Poor Man’s New Testament Commentary Robert Hawker

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Acts

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

In this book of Gob, we enter upon a very interesting part of
the divine records, in what relates to the Church of CHRIST,
from, and after our LORD'sS ascension. The history of the
Church from this period becomes highly important, in that it
presents us with the account of the first open manifestation of
Gob the HoLy GHOsST, in his Almighty Ministry, agreeably to the
promise of CHRIST, before his departure; and thereby becomes
a confirmation of the whole. Here it is proved, that Gobp the
HoLy GHosT is the Founder, and Builder, of the Church, from
the beginning. He had framed, and ordained the whole, in all
the departments of it. But now, redemption-work being
finished, by the Almighty Author of salvation, the LORD the
SPIRIT is here mercifully pleased to reveal himself more
openly, in the Almighty Ministry, which belonged to Him in his
Covenant-office character.

The Acts of the Apostles, so called, because it contains the
records of those holy servants of the LorD, takes up the
subject from whence the Gospels had left off, at the
ascension of the LorD Jesus; and carries on the blessed
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history of the Church, through a period of about thirty years,
until the imprisonment of the Apostle Paul.

In respect to the Writer of it, there can be no question. Luke
is allowed by every one to have been the inspired Pen-man of
it. The preface with which he begins it, and his directing it to
the same person, to whom he sent the Gospel which bears his
name; are evident proofs, And the Church hath abundant
reason to bless Gobp the HoLy GHosST, who is the Author and
Giver of all Scripture, for the ministry of this man, on both
those occasions.

I do not think it necessary to add any thing more by way of
preface. | only very earnestly request the Reader, to enter
upon the perusal of this sacred book of Gob, with prayer;
because this will furnish a well-grounded hope, that the close
of it will be in praise. Blessed Author of the whole Scripture of
inspiration! (I would say both for myself and Reader,)
vouchsafe thy gracious teachings! Open to us both, if it be
thine holy will, the precious pages here contained. And, LORD!
do thou open our hearts to the right apprehension of all the
great truths of Gob, contained in them. Oh! for an ear to
hear, what the SPIRIT saith unto the Churches! Amen.

CHAPTER 1

CONTENTS

This blessed Record of Divine Truth, opens with the History of
CHRIST'S Ascension. Peter's Address to the Apostles. The
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Election of Matthias to be of the twelve, in the Room of the
Traitor Judas.

AcTts 1:1-2

The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus
began both to do and teach, (2) Until the day in which he was
taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given
commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen:

The principal point which arrests my attention, in the opening
of this Chapter, is, what the sacred writer hath here said, of
the LorD Jesus having given his commandments to his
Apostles, through the HoLy GHosT. The Reader will recollect,
that the history of the Church, at the Ascension of CHRIST,
opens in a more immediate manner, with the ministry of Gob
the HoLy GHosT. The commandments of the LORD JESus
therefore were, to direct their minds to the expectation of the
LORD the SPIRIT, in his coming. Some more visible, more open
display of His Almighty presence and power, they were taught
to look for. And not a foot were they to go out of Jerusalem,
until this had been accomplished, Luke 24:49. | would pray
the Reader, therefore, to open this Chapter with the
expectation of these momentous things. | would entreat him
to be on the look out, at every step he takes. The subject
connected with the ministry of Gob the HoLy GHosT, in his
Person, GopHEAD, and Covenant offices, can never be too
thoroughly understood, neither too closely regarded May the
LorD the SPIRIT be our Teacher!

ACTs 1:3-5

To whom also he showed himself alive after his passion by many
infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: (4) And, being
assembled together with them, commanded them that they should
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not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father,
which, saith he, ye have heard of me. (5) For John truly baptized
with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many
days hence.

It is well worthy our highest attention, that though we are
told, the LorD Jesus remained forty days on earth, after his
resurrection, yet he did not mingle with his disciples as
before, in their daily intercourse, He was seen of them for
forty days together: that is, from the first to the last. The
morning of his resurrection was the first. And this, which was
by appointment, was the last, being the fortieth day from his
resurrection included. But though he manifested himself to
them at times, both when they looked for him, and when they
did not; yet the word of Gop gives no authority to conclude,
that he was always with them: but rather on the contrary. He
gave infallible proofs of his being alive; and of his being the
same identical person as before his death; by eating and
drinking with them, after he arose from the dead, Luke 24:39-
43. And beside the relation, which is given by the Evangelists,
of the many separate and distinct appearances, which the
LorD made of himself, upon various occasions, after his
resurrection, Pau/ mentions, of five hundred brethren at one
time, who saw him. 1 Corinthians 15:6. So that, as this
scripture asserts, he shewed himself to them alive, after his
passion by many infallible proofs: and not the shadow of a
doubt could remain, of the reality of the fact itself. Yet still it
is worthy our observation, that Jesus did not mingle with
them as heretofore. The same unbounded love, the LORD
shewed them; and every act testified, that there was no
change in his nature, nor in his regard to them: but there was
a difference in his state. And might not this be intended, (I



The Poor Man’s New Testament Commentary Robert Hawker

simply ask the question, and not decide,) to intimate to them,
that when his people are quickened, from the death of sin, an
holy solemnity should follow, suited to a risen state!

What more immediate subjects those were, which the LorD
discoursed upon, between the interval of his resurrection and
ascension, is not said, further, than that they pertained to the
kingdom of Gop. But as the coming of Gob the HoLy GHOST
was at hand, and his office would be, to lead them into all
truth, it is reasonable to conclude, that Jesus connected what
he had told them before, concerning the Person, work, and
grace of the HoLy GHosT, with speaking of him now. And, as
the whole efficient part of the Covenant, was to be, in a more
eminent manner, distinguished by his ministry, no doubt, this
formed a principal subject, in the LORD's discourses.

I beg the Reader, before he goes further, to observe the vast
line of distinction, which the LorD JEsus draws, between the
water baptism of John, and the spiritual baptism of Gob the
HoLy GHosT. Without entering into all the particulars included
in this out-pouring of the SrIRIT, expressed under the term
baptism: (indeed who is competent to describe, either the
nature, or extent of the LORD the SPIRIT'S operations:) we may
justly conclude, that it was intended more or less, to imply, all
the special offices of the HoLy GHosT. And perhaps, in a yet
more personal manner, the ordination of the Apostles to their
ministry. But yet, not to the exclusion of the whole Church, in
all other matters, of which the Apostles were the
representatives.

The HoLy GHosT is the Founder and Architect of the Church,
His it is, to arrange and order, to preside over, and govern,
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the whole building. And as He has founded the Church on
CHRIST, so is it his to raise up the several departments from
CHrIST, and form all the stones of the temple as living stones
/n CHRIST; for an habitation of Gob through the SPIRIT, 1 Peter
2:5; Ephesians 2:22. Indeed from the beginning of the
revelation of Gop, this had been his special work, according to
the antient settlements of the Covenant. The HoLy GHOST from
everlasting, was the Almighty minister, in the Church, And
every ordinance and means of grace, were as much his
appointment under the OIld Testament, as under the New.
This we learn from a single verse, most plainly and decidedly,
(if there were no other,) in the Epistle to the Hebrews. For
when Pau/ had related the particulars of furniture in the
Jewish tabernacle, and the uses of the whole; he refers the
appointment and design, unto the sovereign will and pleasure
of GoD the SPIRIT: the HoLy GHOST this signifying, said Paul.
Hereby ascribing to Him personal being and agency,
sovereignty and almighty power; and declaring his own
eternal GODHEAD by expressly saying, that the priests, when
daily performing those acts of worship, were accomplishing
the service of Gop. | pray the Reader to read the whole
passage, Hebrews 9:1-8.

We shall have, in some measure, a right apprehension of
faith, in relation to the Person, GODHEAD, and Office-
characters, of Gobp the HoLy GHosT, in these Covenant
transactions, by having these things in view; if so be, the
LorD himself, (of whom we presume to speak,) condescends
to enlighten our understanding. As Gob the HoLy GHOST
founded the Church, so it was his office, and he did it, to
anoint, both the Head of the Church, and all the members of
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his mystical body, John 3:34; Ephesians 4:7; Psalm 45:7. His
office it hath been from the beginning, to g/ve to the Church
all her Prophets. For the Prophecy came not in old time by the
will of man, but holy men of GoOD spake as they were moved
by the HoLy GHosST, 2 Peter 1:21. His it was, to ordain all the
ministers, as well under the Old Testament as the New. The
Prophet /saiah saw CHRIST's glory, when he heard the voice
saying, whom shall I send, and who will go for us. And that
this was Gob the HoLy GHosT which spake, is evident, by what
followed, and Paul’s explanation, indirect reference to Him.
And He said.: Go, and tell this people, &c. Well spake the HoLy
GHosT (said Paul, when he quoted the passage from the
Prophet's writings,) by Esalas the Prophet unto our fathers,
saying.: go unto this people, &c. Compare lsaiah 6:8-10 with
John 12:39-41 and Acts 28:25-27. And as the ordination to
the ministry was the office of Gobp the HoLy GHosT, before the
coming of CHRIST, under the Old Testament; so we find him
ordaining his ministers, and to his service, under the New. As
they ministered to the LORD and fasted, the HoLy GHOST sard;
Separate me Barnabas and Saul, for the work thereunto [
have called them, Acts 13:2. See the Commentary there. In
short, it is the LorD the SpIRrIT'S work, to send out and to
restrain, Acts 13:4 with Acts 16:6, to teach /n the word, and
by the word, 1 Corinthians 2:18 with 2 Thessalonians 1:5, to
accompany the word from heaven: 1 Peter 1:11-12, and to
light upon the hearts of the people, while the word is
preaching upon earth, Acts 10:44. And in every instance of
success Paul saith it ariseth not from the inticing words of
man's wisdom, but in the demonstration of the SPIRIT, and of
power, 1 Corinthians 2:4.
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AcTs 1:6-8

When they therefore were come together, they asked of him,
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to
Israel? (7) And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the
times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.
(8) But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.

This meeting, which was by the LORD's appointment, (see
Matthew 28:16) and which it should seem, was not the same
as that spoken of verse 5 (Acts 1:5); was the last farewell
between Jesus and his Apostles, before his ascension.
Everything in it, became interesting. The question which the
Apostles put to CHRIST, plainly shews that their minds,
notwithstanding our LORD's death, and resurrection, were still
warped, with the same Jewish ideas, of an earthly kingdom.
And | beg the Reader to notice this, the rather because it
serves to confirm the blessed truth, that it is the office work
of Gob the HoLy GHoST, to guide into all truth, John 16:13.
Hence the LorD Jesus waved the question, by directing their
minds to the expectation of the SpIRIT'S coming, which he had
just before said, would be not many days hence. And what a
blessed promise the LorD Jesus closed up the whole
conversation with, when he finished his parting discourse; in
the assurance, of what should be the immediate result of the
HoLy GHOST's coming: Ye shall be witnesses unto me! Reader!
though this gracious promise of CHRIST had a special respect
to the LORD'S Apostles, the ministers of his word, when GobD
the SpIRIT had ordained them to the work: yet do not overlook
the part, which all his people take in the same thing, when
they have received also the gifts of the HoLy GHOST. Every
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regenerated child of Gob, is a witness for Gob; not only to his
Being as Gob, but to his being a Gob in CHRIST: and to all his
Covenant offices, as they relate to the Church of Gop, in all
ages. You and | are CHRIST'S witnesses, if so be the LORD the
SPIRIT hath regenerated us from the Adam-nature of a fallen
state, and brought us from darkness to light, and from the
power of sin and Satan, to the living Gop. We then can, and
do, witness to the whole mission of CHRIST: and have the
witness in ourselves, that CHrIST hath finished redemption-
work, and is returned to glory; because, Gob the HoLy GHOST
is come down, and we know it agreeably to our LORD'S most
sure promise, before his ascension, Titus 3:3-7; John 16:7.

AcTs 1:9-11

And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was
taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. (10) And
while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up,
behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; (11) Which
also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?
this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so
come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.

Reader! conceive with what astonishment the disciples beheld
the ascension of CHRIST! What must have been their feelings!
What their holy joy! How gracious was it in the LORD, not only
to them, but for the sake of the whole Church, to send those
two angels in human form, to explain to the wondering
Apostles what they saw? Their minds no doubt, were
absorbed in contemplating the glorious sight, which so
beautifully corresponded to the predictions of prophecy
concerning it (see Psalm 24, Psalm 47; Psalm 69), and
probably some of them might recollect, what Jesus had said to
Nathanael: John 1:51, and to the murmuring Jews: John 6:62.
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But be this as it might, the angels called off their attention,
from attending to the mere splendour of the sight, to the
blissful consequences of their LorD'S ascension. And oh! how
sweet the scripture which follows: 7A/is same Jesus which is
taken up from you into Heaven, shall so come, in like manner,
as ye have seen him go into Heaven. Reader! ponder well
these words. Your Gob, your SAVIOR, in the same identity of
Person; divine, and human, as he left the earth: so now
remains, and so again will return, when his feet shall stand
again on the very same mount from whence he went up. See
Zechariah 14:4; Acts 3:21; 2 Thessalonians 1:10. And in the
mean time, for the full scope of faith, in every need and want,
we should never, no, not for a moment, forget, that the Son
of GobD in our nature, is now in heaven, and there exercising
his office, of an unchangeable priesthood, Hebrews 7:24. So
that his mercies towards his people, are the mercies of both
natures; and are manifested in this double way, and through
such a medium as could not have been shewn had he been
Gobp only. His mercies are indeed infinite, because he is Gob:
and his human nature in communicating them to us, renders
them endless and unceasing from that Almighty power. But at
the same time, they are all in One of our own nature, and
they flow to us in, and through this nature, with a sweetness
to endear them to our hearts. And hence the Apostle's
direction to go to him, Hebrews 4:14-16. Reader! do you not
believe this glorious article of our most holy faith? Do you not
know, that our Emmanuel, Gob with us, Gob in our nature, is
now in heaven? And do you not, if so, bring that belief into
daily, hourly use? Are you not often at the heavenly court?
And are you not, like the Apostles, looking for, and hastening

10
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unto the coming of the great day of his return? 2 Peter 3:12-
14; Philippians 3:20-21.

AcTts 1:12-14

Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet,
which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey. (13) And when
they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where
abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and
Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus,
and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. (14) These
all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the
women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.

It is better to be conceived than expressed, what were the
feelings of the Apostles, when hastening back to Jerusalem,
from the mount after they had lost sight of Jesus, and the
angels had called off their attention to the consideration of
what was to follow. But | pray the Reader, not to overlook
what is said, of their continuing in prayer. No doubt, the LorRD
inclined their hearts, to be in this waiting, praying frame, for
the mercy they were now so earnestly expecting of the
baptism of the HoLy GHOST. It is always a sure sign, of some
coming blessing, whensoever the LORD sets his people a
praying for it. Prayer brings the promise, and the Gobp of the
promise together. And when any of the praying seed of Jacob
can follow up Jacob’s importunity, of wrestling with Gob, with
an earnestness like him; very sure it is, that all the family
soon find, as those Apostles did, a promising GoD is a
performing Gob.

ACTs 1:15-22

And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and
said, (the number of names together were about a hundred and
twenty,) (16) Men and brethren, this Scripture must needs have
been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake

11
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before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took
Jesus. (17) For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part
of this ministry. (18) Now this man purchased a field with the
reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the
midst, and all his bowels gushed out. (19) And it was known
unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as that field is called
in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The field of
blood. (20) For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his
habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his
bishopric let another take. (21) Wherefore of these men which
have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in
and out among us, (22) Beginning from the baptism of John,
unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be
ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection.

The day here spoken of means one of the ten days in the
interval from the LORD's ascension, to the descent of the HoLy
GHosT. | beg the Reader to notice, what Peter saith of the
HoLy GHosT's speaking by David. A plain proof, in confirmation
of what hath been before remarked in this Chapter, both of
the Person, and GopDHEAD, and Ministry, of the Almighty SPIRIT,
in the Old Testament dispensation. Gob the HoLy GHOST was
now going to make a more sensible, and open manifestation
of himself, as Gop the FATHER, and GobD the SoN, had done, in
their office characters, as the next Chapter shews; but He
had, it is plain, as the Founder of the Church, all along been
presiding over the Church, and directing all the affairs of it, 2
Peter 1:21. And | beg the Reader also to remark with me,
what Peter saith of the needs be there was, for the fulfilling of
that scripture concerning Judas. Yes! The decrees and
appointments of JEHOVAH are sure and certain. But the infamy
of the traitor is not lessened by the sovereign ordinations of
the Lorp. In all foul transactions, the sin is the same; though
the LORD overrules it to the divine glory, Acts 2:23-24; Jude 4.
And | pray the Reader also to notice, what Peter saith of

12
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Judas having been chosen into the number of the twelve
Apostles, and having obtained part of the ministry. In addition
to what hath been already observed, respecting the
appointment of Judas to the Apostieship, and the obtaining
part of the ministry, | would just say further, that it is in my
view the mercy of the Church, to have these things always in
remembrance. The part of the ministry Judas obtained, and
the being numbered with the Apostles, had not a single act of
grace in the whole. He had no part in CHRIST, we are very
sure, Neither was he ever numbered in the book of life. And
he therefore stands forth, an everlasting monument in the
Church of the LorD Jesus; never to judge of men by outward
things, nor outward privileges. The only well grounded cause
for joy, is when our names are found to be written in the
book of life, Luke 10:19-20.

I hope the Reader will also pay suitable attention, to what
Peter hath said, of the prophetic Psalm, concerning Judas;,
and which, on his account, is strikingly called the /scariotic
Psalm. What, but a spirit of prophecy could have spoken so
pointedly to the person, and crimes of the traitor? The
desolate habitation, or palace, is also mentioned in the 69th
Psalm, 25th verse (Psalm 69:25). It is remarkable, that there
should be exactly thirty specific curses in the 109th Psalm
(Psalm 109), as if corresponding to the tAirty pieces of silver,
for which the traitor sold his master. But what is most to be
attended to, in the Psalm, and the Apostle's application of it
is, that Peter drew his conclusion from it, that it was the will
of the HoLy GHosT, another should take his office. His days in
the office were indeed few, and soon it became another's,
Psalm 109:8.

13
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In relation to what is said of Judas purchasing a field with the
reward of iniquity, and falling headlong until his bowels
gushed out: these things are not contrary to what is said of
his hanging himself, Matthew 27:3-5. For it was his ill-gotten
money, with which the field was afterwards bought. And it is
possible, that he might have fallen from the place to which he
had hung himself, after he was dead, and perhaps hung long
there, and such a consequence might have followed. But what
an awful end! And what an awful character!

AcTs 1:23-26

And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was
surnamed Justus, and Matthias. (24) And they prayed, and said,
Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, show whether of
these two thou hast chosen, (25) That he may take part of this
ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell,
that he might go to his own place. (26) And they gave forth their
lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with
the eleven apostles.

The casting lots with an eye to the LorRD, was agreeable to
Scripture, Proverbs 16:33. And the Scape Goat was chosen in
the same manner, Leviticus 16:8. But let not the Reader
overlook what is said, of his going fo his own place. For
whether this refers to Matthias or to Judas, the doctrine is the
same. Every man hath Ais own place. Hence, the Psalmist,
describing the assembly of the wicked in hell, and the
succession of characters for that place, saith: he shall follow
the generation of his fathers, they shall never see light, Psalm
59:19. And where is that? Like sheep, (saith he,) they are /laid
in the grave; death shall feed on them. The old translation
hath it: they lie in the hell like sheep. For the double death, is
first in the grave, and secondly in hell. And hence David takes
comfort, that Gob had redeemed his soul from the power of

14
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hell: for saith he, he shall receive me. Hence every man, both
in life, and death, goeth fo Ais own place. Reader! ponder well
the striking subject! Oh! the vast difference, between the
precious, and the vile: between him that serveth Gopb, and
him that serveth him not.

REFLECTIONS

Pause, Reader! on the very entrance at this sacred book of
Gob, and mark well the blessed evidences here afforded of
that most precious article of our faith, and hope; in the LORD'S
return to glory. Jesus! we hail thee, as our risen, and
ascended SAvior! Thou art indeed gone up on high.: thou hast
led captivity captive, thou hast received gifts for men: yea,
LorD, in the manhood of thy nature, thou hast all grace for
men, even for thy rebellious children, that the LorD Gob might
awell among them. Send down, O LoRD, the choice effusions
of thy HoLy SpPIRIT; and remember LORD thy promise, in which
thou didst say: / will not leave you comfortless, | will come
unto you. Even so. Amen.

Reader! let it be our daily exercise of faith, to make this
article of our LORD's ascension, the constant subject of holy
joy. There, would | say, as often as | consider the ascension
of Jesus, there dwells the LorD CHRIST, in my nature, having
accomplished redemption by his blood. The heavens must
receive my GobD and SAVIOR, until the times of the restitution
of all things. And he is gone before, to take possession of the
kingdom in his Church's name, that where he is there they
may be also. Moreover, by my LORD'S ascension, the
justification of his whole redeemed is confirmed. Here, he
offered his soul an offering for sin: and there, he presented it

15
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perfect before JEHOVAH. His sacrifice he made upon earth, as
our Great High Priest: and in heaven, he still ministers, going
in before the presence of Gob with his own blood. And by
virtue of the everlasting efficacy of that blood, all heaven is
perfumed; and the redeemed are sanctified. Hail! thou
glorious, and ascended Savior! Send down LorD all thine
ascension-gifts upon thy people!

CHAPTER 2
CONTENTS

GoD the HoLy GHoOST visits the Apostles in a wonderful and
miraculous Manner. The Apostles, being filled with the SPIRIT,
speak divers Languages, The Astonishment of the Multitude.
Peter's Sermon, and the Conversion of three thousand Souls.

AcTts 2:1
And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with
one accord in one place.

The day of Pentecost was fifty days from the Passover. It was
the second of those three great festivals in the Jewish Church,
when all the males of Israel were enjoined to appear before
the LorD, Deuteronomy 16:16. This was the feast, which was
to be observed before the people began their harvest; it being
unlawful to enter upon their harvest, until this feast to the
LorD had been observed. See Leviticus 23:10-11. This was
the sacred day, which Gob the HoLy GHOST was pleased to
appoint, for the more open manifestation of himself to the
Church. And, as Gop the Son, in our nature, made the
voluntary offer of himself in sacrifice, at the Jewish Passover;
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the first great feast among his people, being our Passover,
and the Lamb, slain from the foundation of the world: 1
Corinthians 5:7; Revelation 13:8. So Gob the HoLy GHoOsT,
consecrated this second feast to the gracious purpose, of
assuming, in a more open manner, his Almighty ministry in his
Church, by coming down in state, in a visible manifestation,
on his Apostles: and from that hour to the present, and
through all ages of the Church, to the consummation of all
things, the LorD the SpIrIT, carries on all the efficiency of
grace, in the hearts of the people, until grace is finished in
glory. In this ever memorable and blessed day, the Apostles,
(and it is probable the seventy, spoken of, Luke 10:1, or
perhaps the whole hundred and twenty, spoken of in Acts
1:15, formed the compleat assembly,) were all with one
accord met together, waiting in expectation, the sure promise
of Jesus, Chapter one and verse five (Acts 1:5) Reader!
pause, and contemplate, the sacred hour; and the holy
solemnity of such a congregation! Oh! that the LorD would
cause the review of such a season, and such an assembly, to
operate upon the minds of the LoORD's people now, that
wherever two or three are met together, in the LORD'S name,
they might wait, in the humble frame, of sure expectation, of
the LORD's presence, Matthew 28:20; Isaiah 41:1.

AcCTs 2:2-3

And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.
(3) And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire,
and it sat upon each of them.

As this open display of Gob the HoLy GHosT in the Church,
after the ascension of JEsus, is among the most momentous
doctrines of our holy faith, and the proper apprehension of it,
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is, of ail others, the most interesting, | persuade myself that
the Reader will grant me a more than usual indulgence, to
dwell upon it particularly. And | am free to confess, that,
according to my view of things, it is to our ignorance and
inattention on this blessed part of the Gospel, is to be
ascribed the lamentable state of Churches, (and even some
Churches professing all the truths of our holy faith,) so
confessedly destitute, as for the most part they are, of vital
godliness. For surely, if Gob the HoLy GHosT, in his Almighty
ministry, be not known nor enjoyed, if his Person and
GoDHEAD, if his covenant-office work and character, his
influences and graces, be kept in the back ground of the
ordinances, be those ordinances ever so sweet in themselves,
or ever so frequently observed by the people, there must be
great leanness of soul amidst the whole of them. It matters
not what the minister saith, if we hear not what zhe SPIRIT
saith to the Churches, Revelation 2:11; Revelation 2:17;
Revelation 2:29, &c.

The first thing | beg the Reader to observe with me in what is
said in those verses, is, the manner which Gob the HoLy
GHosT was pleased to make use of, to manifest his Almighty
presence. It was with sovereign strength, and by effects
making known both his person, and eternal power, and
GODHEAD. And, surely, if any thing could be supposed to
identify both person and power, this display of Himself, by a
sound from heaven, a rushing mighty wind, and filling the
whole space occupied by the disciples, these were full
demonstrations of both.

And here | stop the Reader, to remark the glory by which Gop
the HoLy GHosT was pleased to manifest himself to the

18



The Poor Man’s New Testament Commentary Robert Hawker

Church, for the first time after CHRIST'S ascension. He had
presided over the Church from the first moment he formed
the Church, and numberless instances are on record of his
Almighty agency, both on the Person of CHRIST, the great
Head of his Church, and the Church, CHRIST'S members, all
along the way the Church was brought through the whole of
the Old Testament dispensation. Hence CHRIST was called by
that name before his incarnation, and the LorD JEsus, by the
spirit of prophecy, so described himself ages before he was
born, Isaiah 61:1, &c. And as the LorD the SpIRIT anointed the
head, so did he shed abroad his influences in the hearts of his
members. See Numbers 11:16-17; Nehemiah 9:20; Ezekiel
2:2, &c. But now the LorD the SpIRIT will make an open
manifestation of himself, and enter with state and dignity
upon his blessed office, as LorD of CHRIsT's Church, now
JEsus, having finished redemption-work, is returned to glory.
So that the whole efficiency of salvation, in the heart of every
individual member of CHRIST'S mystical body, becomes his
province, according to covenant-engagements. Reader! | pray
you to ponder well the subject, for it is well worthy the most
animated consideration, of the LORD'S people. Let you and |
both look up for the testimonies in our own hearts of His
divine teaching, for every view of His Almighty agency in the
Church of whom I am now speaking is blessed.

When the Reader hath duly considered these things, | would
beg of him next to observe what a beautiful order and
harmony there is shewn in the joint acts of the HoLY THREE in
ONE, as relating to the Church, now fulfilled by this
manifestation of Gobp the SpirIT at the day of Pentecost. Gop
the FATHER, in his covenant-office and character, through the
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Old Testament dispensation, had all along been manifesting
his everlasting love to the Church, in proclaiming the Person,
Work, and Glory of his dear SoN; and under the New
Testament dispensation, when CHRIST appeared, he confirmed
the same by a voice from heaven, in a public and audible
manner, in the presence of the people, declaring the identity
of Jesus, by saying, this is my beloved SoN, in whom | am well
pleased, Matthew 3:17; Luke 9:35; John 12:28. Gob the SON,
before his openly tabernacling in substance of our flesh, is
expressly said to have been in the Church in the wilderness,
when he spake to Moses in the Mount Sinai with our fathers,
for so Stephen, when filled with the HoLy GHoOsST, and speaking
therefore under the influence of his divine teaching, declared,
Acts 7:37-38, and which, by the way, it may be observed,
throws a light on many other parts of the Old Testament
Scripture, in proof that it was CHRIST who all along manifested
himself as the Shechinah to the Church. So that when the
fulness of time was come, and the SoN of Gob was to make
his open appearance in our nature, he came as Gob manifest
in the flesh, entered upon, and finished his office-work of
redemption, and returned to glory. See Genesis 12:7; Genesis
32:24, &c; Exodus 24:9 to the end. And Gob the HoLy GHOsT,
thought he had all along presided over the Church, (which he
himself founded,) during the whole of the Old Testament
dispensation, yet now comes at the day of Pentecost in an
open manifestation of himself, in his Person, GobHeEAD, and
Ministry, and makes himself known as the Almighty Teacher
in the Church, to render the whole effectual of salvation-work
in the hearts of his people. See 1 Peter 1: 10-11; 2 Peter
1:21; Hebrews 9:1-8. And wherefore all these glorious
manifestations of each divine person, and all but to testify to
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the Church that the whole GobHeAD is alike concerned, and
alike entitled to the adoration, love, obedience, and praise of
the whole Church of Jesus, for their joint favor to the Church
before all worlds, in her present time-state on earth, and her
everlasting happiness to all eternity.

I do not think it necessary in a work of this kind to enter into
a critical enquiry concerning the appearances here made by
the HoLy GHosT. It will be sufficient to remark that the whole
plainly proved the LORD the SPIRIT'S personal presence, his
Almighty power and ministry in his government over the
Church. The suddenness of it implied how unexpected the
manifestations of his grace are in all instances. The direction
coming from heaven, proved that the blessed SPIRIT is from
above, agreeably to Scripture, James 1:17. The sound, as of
crushing mighty wind, was in exact conformity to what the
LorD JEsus had before said, when speaking of the work of Gob
the HoLy GHosST, whose operations are like the unknown and
unexplored source of the air, which bloweth where it listeth,
John 3:8, See Commentary there. The appearances of cloven
tongues, like as of fire, were suitable to denote his presence,
who is a Spirit of judgment, and q Spirit of burning. 1saiah iv.
4. And their sitting upon the head of each of them, graciously
taught, that where the LorD the SpirRIT came, he would abide
for ever. So the LoRD JEsus taught his disciples to expect, and,
blessed be Gob, so his people know, John 14:16-17. But what
I would yet more particularly beg the Reader to notice, from
all these different manifestations, is, that they all proved the
Person, GODHEAD, and Ministry of the HoLy GHosT. And | beg
of him to observe, that this manifestation at Pentecost was as
folly and decidedly in proof of Gop the HoLy GHosT's office-
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work in the covenant, (as far as an open appearance became
necessary,) as the personal appearance of the Son of Gop
manifest in the flesh, was for his part in this mysterious work.
The one is as demonstrative as the other. Reader! do not
hastily pass away from meditating on these things. Carry
them about with you wherever you go, as so many credentials
of your faith, in the present awful day of infidelity with which
the Church of Gob is surrounded.

AcTs 2:4
And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

I beg the Reader, while attending to what is here said of the
disciples being filled with the HoLy GHOST, to observe, that it
doth not mean to imply they had not been in a state of
regeneration before. Very evident it is, that the Apostles to
whom Jesus addressed himself in his farewell Sermon, were at
that time acquainted with the gracious influences of the
SPIRIT, and consequently regenerated. It the Reader will
consult what the LorD then said respecting the HoLy GHOST, in
their knowledge of Him, and of his dwelling with them, and
being /n them, he will perceive that these things implied a
state of grace different from the world, John 14:16-17. But
the being filled with the HoLy GHosT, as is here spoken of,
meant (what the LorD Jesus had taught them to expect, and
to wait for at Jerusalem,) their ordination to the ministry. This
was the blessed work wrought at Pentecost. And now,
ordained by Gob the HoLy GHosT, their mouths were opened
to declare among the people the unsearchable riches of
CHRiST. If the Reader would wish to see similar instances of
this holy ordination, he may behold them in the case of
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several of the LORD's servants, lIsaiah 6:7-10; Jeremiah 1
throughout; Ezekiel 2; Acts 13:2-4. See the Commentary on
this last scripture.

| take occasion from hence to observe the difference between
regeneration, which is essential to every child of Gob for his
personal enjoyment of an union and interest with CHrIST, and
the unction of the HoLy GHosT, when calling his sent servants
to the ministry. For, though the LorD calls none to the
ministry but whom he hath first called by grace, as is evident
in the instance of the Apostles, yet multitudes are savingly
called by regeneration for their own personal happiness in
CHRIST, whom GobD the HoLy GHOST never sends forth as his
ministers. A man being regenerated is no authority for
ministering in the word and doctrine. And to run unsent, is a
solemn thing, Jeremiah 23:20; Hebrews 5:4.

AcTs 2:5-11

And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of
every nation under heaven. (6) Now when this was noised
abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded,
because that every man heard them speak in his own language.
(7) And they were all amazed and marveled, saying one to
another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans? (8)
And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were
born? (9) Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers
in Mesopotamia, and in Judea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and
Asia, (10) Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of
Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes,
(11) Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues
the wonderful works of God.

It is well worthy the observation of the Reader, how the LORD,
by the ordinary method of his providence, overruled this
event, that it should take place at this particular season, to
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render it more public to the world. As the death and
resurrection of CHRIST took place at the first great Jewish
feast, the Passover, so the first coming of the HoLy GHoST, in
this signal and open display of divine power, should take
place at the second great feast of Pentecost, Hence both were
so admirably timed, that multitudes from all parts, which
came up for the sake of trade, at those Jewish feasts at
Jerusalem, should be eye and ear witnesses to the LORD's
glory. Reader! think of these things, and learn to reverence
and adore the LorD, both in the appointments of his
providences, as well as in the manifestations of his grace.

The consternation occasioned in Jerusalem by these
prodigies, may be better conceived than described. Let the
Reader figure to himself those poor humble fishermen of
Galilee, the natives of a little despised city, whose inhabitants
were dull and unlearned, even to a proverb, (John 1:46.) let
him fancy that he beholds one Apostle speaking to a Parthian,
another to a Mede, another to an Elamite, without the help of
an interpreter, as had always been done before; and let him
call to mind that the Apostles addresses were not of earthly
things, but of the wonderful works of Gob, and then let him
pause and ponder over the Almighty ministry of Gob the
SPIRIT! Here were no less than fifteen different nations of the
earth brought together on this occasion, and all of them
distinguished by a different language. And to these different
nations those poor, humble, untaught fishermen of Galilee,
were at once qualified to talk on the great things of Gob in
their own mother tongue in which they were born with the
greatest fluency of language! What will the Reader say to
these things? What less could it be than the power of Gob,
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and the wisdom of Gob, speaking in them and by them to the
blessed purposes of salvation? Jesus had said that his disciples
should speak with new tongues. And here we see the LORD'S
promise fulfilled, Mark 16:17. And, Reader! shall not you and |
depend upon the promises of JESUS?

I beg to call the Reader's attention to one beauty as
discoverable in this miracle, which perhaps in the first view
may not so immediately strike him; I mean the wonderful
circumstance with which Gob the HoLy GHOST here begun his
ministry, in restoring to his servants, the Apostles, the use of
tongues, which was made confusion in the first instance at
the building of Babel. In the early world, when the Sin of men
taught rebellion against Gop, the LorD confounded their
language. Before this, the whole earth was of one language,
and one speech, Genesis 11: 1-9. And it was GoD's own
language. It was sacred. It was divine. And no doubt it was a
blessing to mankind. For it not only promoted a general
intercourse and good will between man and man, but being
the sacred language, it tended to preserve the knowledge of
the LorD throughout the earth. But, when for sin man lost this
privilege, what difficulties for apprehension must have
occurred? But, who should have thought, that in the designs
and stores of omnipotency, the LorD would have made this
sin of man the very foundation of bringing forth greater
mercy, and have made that which sprung out of evil to
become the very means of greater good? And yet so it was.
This miracle of enabling the Apostles to speak various
languages in a moment of time, would never have had an
opportunity for display, had not the tower of Babe/, and the
confusion of tongues taken place. So that here, as in a
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thousand instances beside, the LorD overrules the
unworthiness of his creatures to his glory, and renders their
weakness the means of manifesting his strength. OA/ the
depths of the riches both of the wisdom, and knowledge of
Gob! How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past
finding out, Romans 11:33.

AcTs 2:12-13

And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to
another, What meaneth this? (13) Others mocking said, These
men are full of new wine.

I detain the Reader over these two verses, just to call his
attention to the very different effects here described, which
were wrought upon the minds of the different characters
beholding this miracle. Pause, Reader, at the view. What but
divine teaching could have made this difference? Here is one
set of men struck with awe at the wonderful works of Gob.
And here /s another attempting to turn the solemn work of
GobD the SpPIRIT into ridicule. One praising Gop; and another
blaspheming. And yet the work is the same. And is it not so
now? Do not some mock, while others pray? Some laugh,
while others mourn? Both not the same Gospel, the same
preacher, produce these different effects? Reader! do you not
know it? Have you never seen it? 2 Corinthians 2:15-16. And,
Reader! depend upon it, such is, and must be the case for
ever. If the devils in hell were liberated from their chains,
devils they would still be. Nothing short of Almighty grace
could make a change. If the Reader would see an awful
representation of this, let him read what is said under the
fourth and fifth vials poured out upon the seat of the beast.
Revelation 16:8-11
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AcTs 2:14-36

But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and
said unto them, Ye men of Judea, and all ye that dwell at
Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words:
(15) For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but
the third hour of the day. (16) But this is that which was spoken
by the prophet Joel; (17) And it shall come to pass in the last
days, saith God, | will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young
men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: (18)
And on my servants and on my handmaidens | will pour out in
those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: (19) And I will
show wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath;
blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke: (20) The sun shall be
turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great
and notable day of the Lord come: (21) And it shall come to
pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be
saved. (22) Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of
Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and
wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as
ye yourselves also know: (23) Him, being delivered by the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken,
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: (24) Whom God
hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was
not possible that he should be holden of it. (25) For David
speaketh concerning him, | foresaw the Lord always before my
face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: (26)
Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad;
moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: (27) Because thou wilt
not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to
see corruption. (28) Thou hast made known to me the ways of
life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance. (29)
Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch
David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulcher is with
us unto this day. (30) Therefore being a prophet, and knowing
that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his
loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his
throne; (31) He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of
Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see
corruption. (32) This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all
are witnesses. (33) Therefore being by the right hand of God
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exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. (34)
For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself,
The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, (35)
Until 1 make thy foes thy footstool. (36) Therefore let all the
house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

There must have been somewhat very striking, when Peter
and the eleven all arose at once, as if (and which indeed was
the case,) all animated by a supernatural power, to refute the
foul calumny of drunkenness. And I beg the Reader to remark
with me, how mildly the Apostle expostulated with their
accusers, appealing to their own principles of religion, in proof
of the falseness of what they had said, seeing it was now but
the third hour of the day, namely, nine of the clock in the
morning, the well-known hour of the morning sacrifice; before
which, and especially on the Sabbath, which this was, it
became unlawful for any of the seed of Abraham to indulge in
bodily refreshment. Compare Numbers 28:1-10 with Exodus
12:16. Reader! so will every preacher, yea, every child of
Gop, mildly reason with opposers, when under the blessed
influences of Gob the HoLy GHosT, 2 Timothy 2:24-25.

I am constrained by the limits | must observe, from entering
very largely into a Commentary upon this sweet Sermon of
the Apostles. For the text which Peter took from the prophecy
of Joel, 1 refer to some few observations | have already
offered in my Poor Man's Commentary on the place. And in
addition to what is there proposed, | would here remark, that
by the a// flesh the Prophet speaks of, and the Apostle
comments upon, cannot be supposed to mean all mankind,
but as other Scriptures explain the phrase, all Gobp's people in
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all places; and not confined, as the early Prophets had
supposed to be the case, to the people of Judaea. Thus
Haggai, when speaking of CHRIST, calls him the desire of all
nations, Haggai 2:7, meaning the desire of his people in all
nations. So CHRIST, when speaking of the world, Gob so /loved
the world, that all that believe in him, &c. meaning believers
throughout the world, John 3:16. That the phrase must be
understood in this sense, is evident, from what is said in other
parts of scripture concerning the world, which cannot receive
the SpiIrIT of truth, and for whom CHRIST doth not pray. See
John 14:17 and John 17:9-10.

Let me particularly request the Reader to observe how Peter
speaks of his divine LorD. A man he calleth him approved of
Gob, among them by miracles and wonders as they knew. But
while a man, truly and properly so, (for otherwise he could
not have been the seed of the woman promised, Genesis
3:15.) yet, as truly and properly Gob, whom the pains of
death could not hold, because 9 (saith Peter,) /it was not
possible that he should be holden of it. Reader! what higher
demonstrations can be wished in proof of GODHEAD. Surely
common sense must say, that had he not been Gob, the pains
of death and the power of the grave must have held him, as
they would hold any man, and make every man a prisoner.
But, in the person of the Gob-man CHRIST JESUS, it was not
possible, that Ae who was both Gob and man should be
holden of either. And, as another Apostle saith, and under the
same authority, JESus was declared to be the SoN of Gob with
power, according to the spirit of holiness by the resurrection
from the dead, Romans 1:4. How very blessed and precious
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are both testimonies to the union of the nature of Gop and
man, in the person of our LORD !

I request the Reader's attention to another beautiful part in
Peter's sermon. He saith, that CHRIST was delivered by the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of Gob, when
crucified and slain by wicked hands. Oh! what a very blessed
relation is here, to the truth as it is in JEsus? For what can be
more blessed to every child of Gobp, while rejoicing in hope of
the glory of Gob, through the blood and righteousness of
CHRIST as a Savior; than to see the hand of JEHOVAH in the
appointment? In this united point of view, GoD our
Redeemer's full equivalent sacrifice for sin, (yea, more than
equivalent, as a ransom for the sins of all his people,) we find
a blessed plea before the mercy-seat in all our approaches
there; in that we find all the strength necessary to make it
blessed, because it is also from the appointment and
ordination of JEHovAH. Hence, we not only plead on the
footing of CHRIST'S blood and righteousness; but we plead,
when we plead rightly, the LorD's appointment of it, and his
approbation and pleasure in the Almighty work. Is it not
sweet then, yea, very sweet, to bear back to the throne, what
comes first from the throne, and to tell our Gob and FATHER,
what our Gob and FATHER hath first told us; that it was
JEHOVAH which bruised our glorious Head, and put him to
grief, when he made his soul an offering for sin; that it was
JEHOVAH which /aid on Him the iniquities of us all, when by the
determinate counsel of Gob, by wicked hands he was taken,
and crucified, and slain? And, that the hand of the LorD was
first in the great work, when JEsus was delivered for our
offences, and raised again for our justification? Reader! what
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correspondence is there from the teachings of Gob the HoLy
GHosT, in your heart with these things? Oh! the blessedness
of being able to join the voice of Old Testament saints, now
we have seen the accomplishment of the whole to New
Testament believers, and say as they did, Behold, 0 Gob! our
shield, and look upon the face of thine anointed? Happy the
man, who amidst all the remains of indwelling corruption
within, and the ungodly world without, the demands of law
and justice, and all the accusations of Satan, can, and doth,
go daily to the pardon office of Jesus CHRIST, pleading his
blood and righteousness, and JEHOVAH'S covenant promises,
the joint security of everlasting salvation. See Isaiah 53:5-6;
Romans 4:25; Psalm 84:9.

Let me beg the Reader not to overlook the mercy and love of
GobD the HoLy GHosT, in another sweet part of Peter’s sermon,
namely, the explanation of the sixteenth Psalm, in direct
reference to the LORD JESUs CHRIST. There can be no doubt
from the manner in which Peter spake upon it, in begging
permission to speak freely of the Patriarch David, but that the
Jews of those days, considered that psalm as written by
David, in allusion to himself. What a blessed scripture,
therefore, it is, to have it thus explained with an eye to
CHrIST, and from such authority. And may we not observe
that from the illustration of this psalm, we derive information
upon many other occasions of a similar nature, to make
application to CHRIST? Reader! do not forget to notice Peter’s
appeal from the whole, to the hearts and minds of his
hearers. How affectionate, yet how faithful the Apostle is. Let
them know, (saith he,) even the whole house of Israel, what
the result of this wonderful event is. To Jesus shall every knee
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bow. He whom ye crucified, is now the Almighty and
everlasting LorD of heaven and of earth! Reader! behold the
bold, the undaunted Apostle! Oh! what did grace accomplish
in him! And why not in you, or me? Lorp! the SpIRIT! do thou
in thy rich mercy make thy servants faithful! Speak, LORD, /17
them and by them, and let all whom thou hast sent, do the
work of Evangelists, and make full proof of their ministry!

AcCTs 2:37-40

Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and
said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren,
what shall we do? (38) Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
(39) For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.
(40) And with many other words did he testify and exhort,
saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation.

Behold the wonderful grace of Gob, as here manifested! How
sudden, how powerful, how gracious! Surely, the LoOrRD the
SPIRIT here wrought by his Almighty sovereignty, on the
hearts of those Jerusalem sinners. And, was not this in proof
of what Jesus had said and promised? John 1:50; John 14:12.
But, let not the Reader forget, that the same LORD still carrieth
on the same works of grace, and is as much the Almighty
LorD in his Church, as ever!

And | pray the Reader to remark with me, the characters of
those, to whom such grace was shewn. No doubt from what
Peter said, (verse 23; Acts:2:23) that many of those who
were now pricked in their heart, were among those who
joined the rabble, to crucify the LorD of life and glory. Oh!
who that knew these wonderful events, but must have
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exclaimed, what hath Gob wrought! The Reader will probably
recollect, upon this occasion, some of these scriptures, Hosea
6:5; Hebrews 4:12; Jeremiah 23:29.

It is well worthy observation, how very natural it is with
sinners of all descriptions and characters, under the first
alarms of sin, to cry out, what must | do to be saved! Every
carnal mind is for doing, although all his life past he hath
done nothing but sin. But, such is the pride of human nature
in an unhumbled, unregenerate state, John 6:28; Acts 9:6;
Acts 16:30.

The Apostle's answer to their anxious question, deserves to
be well attended to, when saying to them, repent and be
baptized. Did Peter mean to say, that repentance was in every
man's power to perform? Surely the Apostle could not, for in a
subsequent discourse before the Jewish council, he expressly
ascribes the work to CHRIST. Him, (saith Peter,) hath Gobp
exalted to be a Prince and a Savior, for to give repentance to
Israel, and remission of sins, Acts 5:30-31. What, therefore, is
CHRIST'S gift, cannot be man's work. And, moreover, Peter
commanded them to repent, and then to be baptized, that
they might receive the gifts of the HoLy GHoST. So that the
repentance Peter enjoined, was to go before the gifts of the
HoLy GHosT, and not to follow, And so the Prophet in the
LORD's name promised, in the latter day dispensation, fo pour
out a spirit of grace, and of supplication; and then godly
mourning and true sorrow should follow, in prompting them
to look to Him whom they had pierced, Zechariah 12:10.
Hence it should seem, that the repentance Peter called upon
them to perform, differed from that which is the gift of Gob.
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And it is worthy remark, that CHRIST, and his harbinger, JoAn
the Baptist, preached the same, Matthew 3:1 and Matthew
4:17. And no doubt there is a repentance, which is simply the
sorrow of nature, arising from natural causes, and produced
by natural means; and which differs as widely from the
spiritual sorrow of the heart, inwrought by the HoLy GHosT, by
reason of sin; as the rain of pools which dry up for want of
supply, from the water of the fountain, which forms a living
spring in the heart, springing up to everlasting life. Every
carnal mind upon earth, more or less, knows this repentance;
for when sin brings sickness, and sickness threatens death,
the sinner will naturally repent his folly. Peter calls upon those
Jerusalem sinners, to repent of their wickedness, in their false
views of CHRIST and his Messiahship; and in testimony of that
sorrow, to be baptized in his name for the remission of sins,
and to receive gifts of the HoLy GHOST.

I beg to observe on the form of baptism enjoined by Peter,
that it differed from what the LorD Jesus himself appointed,
when giving his final commission to the Apostles. This of
Peter was to be baptized in the name of JeEsus CHRIST. That of
CHRIST himself was in the joint name of the whole three
Persons of the GoODHEAD, Matthew 28:19. But here lay the
difference. The Jews to whom Peter addressed himself, had
hitherto denied the Person and GoODHEAD of CHRIST as the
Messiah. They acknowledged Gob the FATHER; and believed in
the SPIRIT, as speaking in, and by the Prophets. So that by
following what Peter commanded of being baptized in the
name of Jesus CHRIST, implied also the whole Persons of the
GODHEAD as included. But CHRIST'S commission to his Apostles,
had respect to the Gentiles, who were alike ignorant of all the
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Persons of the GobpHEAD: and therefore the LOorD mentioned
all.

One observation more | beg to offer on this most precious
sermon of the Apostles, namely, the sure consequences Peter
promised, in the gifts of the HoLy GHosT; that is, | apprehend,
all the saving gifts of the SPIRIT necessary to salvation. Not
the more special operations of the HoLy GHoOST needful to the
Apostolic office, but only such, as suited their own personal
sanctification. For had all these, received miraculous
qualifications for the ministry the Apostles needed not, as
they soon afterwards did, to recommend the Church to look
out seven men of honest report, to exercise the office of
deacons, Acts 6:3. And in relation to the promise of the HoLy
GHosT, how sweetly the Apostle finished the subject, in
shewing the extensiveness of it, while bounded by the LoRD's
call. So ran the charter of grace, in the original Covenant with
Abraham, Genesis 17:7. So the LorD confirmed it in the days
of the Prophets: Isaiah 44:3 and Isaiah 49:21. And so all the
after ages of the Church found it, both Jew and Gentile,
subject to the divine call, Psalm 103:3. Oh! the preciousness
of a Covenant, ordered in all things and sure, 2 Samuel 23:5;
Galatians 3:28.

ACTSs 2:41-47

Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the
same day there were added unto them about three thousand
souls. (42) And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
(43) And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and
signs were done by the apostles. (44) And all that believed were
together, and had all things common; (45) And sold their
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possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man
had need. (46) And they, continuing daily with one accord in the
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their
meat with gladness and singleness of heart, (47) Praising God,
and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the
church daily such as should be saved.

Here we have the gracious, arid blissful consequences
resulting from the whole, in the powerful operations of Gob
the HoLy GHosT, by the instrumentality of Peter’s Sermon.
Three thousand Souls, savingly converted on the spot, to the
knowledge and love of Jesus! What a specimen, in the first
fruits of the HoLy GHosT's descending, of what in the after
harvest the LorD the SpirIT would gather in, to the Church of
Gob! And behold, what continued evidences followed, to the
compleatness of the work. A stedfast continuing in doctrine;
and a continued observance of ordinances. And while those
who received the HoLy GHOST, in his gifts and graces received
all that was needful to their private sanctification; the
Apostles received the power of working miracles, in proof of
their public ministry. An holy fear came upon all beholders.
The most unbounded charity brake out among all the faithful.
The temple, or private house; the public assembly, or the
private meeting; all resounded with the adorable name of
JEsus. And so much of Gob appeared in all the deportment of
those holy men, at this most blessed season, that it was one
continued festival. And JEHOvAH in his threefold character of
Person, gave such testimony to the word of his grace, that
daily the LorD called his own from darkness to light, and from
the power of sin and Satan to the living Gob. Oh! blessed
Pentecost of a blessed Gob! LoRD! grant in this latter day of
thy Church a renewed Pentecost to manifest thy glory!
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REFLECTIONS

BLESSED be GobD; FATHER, SoN, and HoLy GHosT, for all the
blessings vouchsafed the Church, in all the Covenant
purposes, before all worlds: and for all the mercies in the
time-state of the Church, through all dispensations. Oh!
blessed hour, when Jesus, having finished redemption-work,
returned to glory; and Gobp the HoLy GHOST came down, to
render effectual his great salvation! Do thou blessed holy
Lorp, still vouchsafe thy Pentecost-days to thy Church; until,
not only three thousand souls, but thousands of thousands,
yea, every one to whom this promise is made, to all that are
afar off, and to all that are nigh, even as many as the LORD
our Gop shall call, shall know the joyful sound, and walk in
the light of thy divine countenance!

Ye ministers of my Gob! seek for the daily proofs of your
Apostle-ship, in the anointings, and ordination of the LORD'S
Pentecost visits! And ye, no less, of the LORD'S people, who
have hitherto lived, unconscious of the resurrection of Jesus,
from any saving testimony of it in your hearts; be on the look
out for those ascension-gifts of a risen and exalted SAVIOR,
whose gracious act it is, to give repentance to Israel, and
remission of sins. Oh! for the out-pouring of the SPIRIT upon
all the LorD's redeemed ones, that there may be daily added
to the Church, such as should be saved.

CHAPTER 3
CONTENTS
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Peter and John heal a Cripple at the Gate of the Temple.
Peter takes Occasion therefrom to preach to the People.

AcTs 3:1
Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour
of prayer, being the ninth hour.

We have here the entrance into the history of a miracle
wrought by two of the Apostles, Peter and John, on a cripple,
in the name and by the authority of their Divine Master the
LorRD Jesus CHRIST. It appears to me, that beside the fact of
the thing itself, it hath a sweet spiritual allusion to the
crippled state of our nature: and as such, upon both
occasions, it may well merit our close attention.

We are told, that those two dear brethren, Peter and John,
were going up together at the n/nth hour to the temple; that
is three of the clock in the afternoon, the hour of prayer:
meaning the time of the evening sacrifice. This was the
memorable hour of CHRIST's death on the cross; and to which
all the evening sacrifices of the temple, from the first moment
of their appointment to the death of Jesus, had respect.
David'’s hour, Psalm 55:17. Daniel's sweet hour, Daniel 9:21.
See also Exodus 29:38-39.

AcTs 3:2

And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried,
whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called
Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple; This
certain poor man, it appears, from Acts 4:22. was now at this time
forty years old: and as he never had walked, having been lame
from his birth, had most probably been often, if not daily, laid at
this gate of the temple, by way of exciting the compassion of the
feeling, to soften his indigence by their alms. And what can more
strikingly represent the crippled state of our fallen helpless
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nature? Every son and daughter of Adam is born so, and hath
been lame from the womb. We may be laid down as this poor
man was, at the gate of the temple or in the way of ordinances,
but never until an act of grace be passed upon us, shall we truly
walk in the temple of the LorD. Forty years long the LORD was
grieved with Israel, and the LorD said, they have not known my
ways. And this cripple at the beautiful gate might have lain there
unhealed, had not Peter and John passed by to give his feet and
ankle bones strength, in the name of the LorD. And spiritually
considered, as well as in body, there is no healing for the soul, but
in JEsus;

AcTs 3:3-4

Who seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an
alms. (4) And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said,
Look on us.

The poor man had no consciousness of being healed of his
lameness, and only asked the aim for the supply of the body.
The crippled sinner, in like manner, until made sensible by
grace of the blessedness of healing, hath no apprehension of
any cure to the lameness of the soul. Both, in those
instances, are the same.

AcCTs 3:5-8

And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive something of
them. (6) Then Peter said, Silver and gold have | none; but such
as | have give | thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise
up and walk. (7) And he took him by the right hand, and lifted
him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones received
strength. (8) And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered
with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising
God.

It must have been a delightful sight, to have seen these poor
Apostles, acting in the faith of the LorD, and the power of the
HoLy GHosT, in this wonderful manner. And no less
astonishing must have been the expression of countenance of
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the cripple, when, instead of money, he found strength in his
bones; and he who had never walked, entering with his
benefactors into the temple, walking, and leaping, and
praising Gob! But, Reader! think, if it were possible to be the
object of our sight, how much greater would it be, to behold
the LorD Jesus himself passing by, and bidding the crippled
faculties of our souls to arise and walk: and to feel JEsus
taking his redeemed by the hand, and lifting them up! Oh! the
inexpressible joy, when at the name of Jesus CHRIST of
Nazareth, and in the power of his strength, poor crippled
sinners, yea, dead sinners, and from their mother's womb
dead in trespasses and sins, are called into spiritual life; and
walk, and leap, and enter with JEsus into the temple, and the
galleries of his grace, walking, and leaping, and praising Gob!
And who shall say the numbers, or who shall write down the
greatness, of the cure; in the daily cases where JESUS
manifests the riches of his grace, in restoring life and health
to his people! Exodus 15:6; Isaiah 61:1-3, with Luke 4:18, &c.

AcTs 3:9-10

And all the people saw him walking and praising God: (10) And
they knew that it was he which sat for alms at the Beautiful gate
of the temple: and they were filled with wonder and amazement
at that which had happened unto him.

There is somewhat particularly affecting, in what is said, of
the healed cripple holding fast the garments of his
benefactors: clinging to them, as we may suppose, not only
to manifest his attachment to their persons, for the mercy he
had received, through their hands; but also to hear more of
Him, by whose sovereign and Almighty name he had found a
cure! But, Reader! with what holy ardor doth a soul, truly
saved in CHRisT, follow Jesus in the regeneration, and cleave
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to Him, because he then knows him 7o be his life. He feels,
and is conscious, of his daily need of Jesus; he is convinced
that every act of faith, and love, can only be kept alive, by the
grace that is in CHRIST JEsus. See Deuteronomy 10:20; Psalm
89:16; Hosea 14:8; Psalm 71:15-16; Acts 11:23.

Perhaps the Reader will think with me, what a wonderful
effect also, was wrought upon the minds of the whole
neighbourhood who knew this cripple from his birth, or at
least for a long time; when they saw him, after forty years
total infirmity, now leaping and walking. What views must
they have had of the poor Apostles! And what greater
apprehensions of the person and glory of the LORD JESuS
CHRIST! But, Reader! cannot you and I, bear testimony to the
word of the LORD'S grace, in a much greater demonstration of
the sovereign power of JEsus; in a spiritual recovery, to the
crippled, yea, the dead faculties of our souls? Yes! if so be the
LorD himself hath opened the eyes of our understanding, or
our deaf ears to discipline: hath given strength to the feet and
ankle-bones of our spirits, in enabling us to run the way of his
commandments, having set our souls at liberty! Here is a
subject of still greater astonishment, when grace hath passed
upon the heart, and that gracious prophecy concerning the
LorD JEsus, is fulfilled: Behold, your Gop will come and save
you! then the eyes of the blind shall he opened, and the ears
of the deaf unstopped. the lame man shall leap as an hart,
and the tongue of the dumb sing, lsaiah 35:1-6.

AcTs 3:11-16

And as the lame man which was healed held Peter and John, all
the people ran together unto them in the porch that is called
Solomon's, greatly wondering. (12) And when Peter saw it, he
answered unto the people, Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at
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this? or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own
power or holiness we had made this man to walk? (13) The God
of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers,
hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied
him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him
go. (14) But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a
murderer to be granted unto you; (15) And killed the Prince of
life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are
witnesses. (16) And his name through faith in his name hath
made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith
which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in the
presence of you all.

Reader! I charge it upon your heart, while | desire to feel the
full impression of it upon my own, that in attending to this
very precious Sermon of Peter’'s, we do not overlook the
ministry in it, of Gob the HoLy GHosT. It is delightful to behold
the animation of the servant in the LORD'S cause: but never to
forget from whence the whole energy is derived, in the
master. And | pray the Reader to call to mind, the particular
area of the times, when this miracle, and preaching took
place. The Son of Gob, having finished redemption-work, had
just before returned to heaven. And Gob the HoLy GHOST was
now come down, in a more open manifestation of himself, to
carry on the glorious cause. His special act, therefore, as the
Original and Almighty Architect of the Church, was to build up
the tabernacle of David which was fallen down, and close up
the breaches thereof, Amos 9:11. Hence, the whole ministers
to his glory. And it is blessed, yea, very blessed, at every
verse we pass over, in this wonderful account, to watch, and
mark, the footsteps of the HoLy GHOsT; and like the Prophet
on the watch tower, to be on the look out, for the LORD'S
manifestations, in what we read, of his grace in our hearts,
Habakkuk 2:1-2.
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Let the Reader not fail to observe, with what energy and
power, under the influence of Gop the SPIRIT, Peter opened
his animated discourse. He begins with humbly declining all
pretensions to himself, and his partner Jo/in, of any merit or
worth, from the deed Wrought in the cripple; and strives to
call off the attention of the people, in the astonishment which
they had expressed, from them, as instruments; in order to fix
their views on Jesus, as the Author, And having thus called
forth their notice, he begins with a text from their own
Scriptures, which they were supposed all of them to be well
acquainted with, in relation to the Covenant. 7hAe Gobp of
Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob. the Gop (said he) of our
fathers. Nothing could have been more happily chosen, by
way of arresting their attention. And no higher proof could be
needed in testimony, that the LORD the SPIRIT both directed
the Apostle's mind, to the choice of this scripture; and gave to
the Apostle's mouth, ability to unfold, and explain it to the
people. While the Apostle was speaking to them of Abraham'’s
Gob, and the Gob of their fathers; he could be setting forth no
strange gods, or new gods, as Moses charged some of old
with, newly come up, which neither they, nor their fathers
knew, Abraham’s Gob, in his threefold character of Persons,
was well known, and well proclaimed in the scriptures of
eternal truth. Here therefore Peter takes his stand, and
demands their attention.

Having thus paved the way by a foundation for discourse,
which as the /srae/ of Gob they could not but acknowledge, it
was the very principles of their religion to stand upon: Peter
next advanced to the one great subject of all his, and all the
Apostles' preaching; namely, the LORD JEsus CHRIST in his
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Person, GoDHEAD, Offices, Characters, and Relations: and to
set him forth as Gob had set him forth, in the word of his
grace. The Gob of our fathers, (said he,) Abraham’s Gob in
Covenant, hath glorified his SoN JeEsus. Reader! pause over the
blessed words, for they are most blessed. The whole design
of JEHovAH, from beginning to end, and from one eternity to
another, through all the time-state of the Church, is fo glorify
his Son JEsus. The Bible is to this one end, and is full to this,
and this only purpose. Every Promise centers but in Him; yea,
JEsus himself is but as one promise, for every other is
comprehended, and folded up in this One, 2 Corinthians 1:20.
Every Precept, both under the law, and the Gospel, tends but
to exalt CHRIST JEsus, For by him the whole have been
fulfilled, and he /s the end of the law for righteousness to
every one that believeth, Romans 10:4. And as they relate to
his people in him, the whole is comprehended in looking to
CHRIST, and believing on him, John 6:28-29. Every Ordinance
is intended to minister but to him: indeed CHRIST himself is the
One great Ordinance of JEHOVAH; for there is salvation in no
other, neither is there any other name under heaven given
among men whereby we must be saved, Acts 4:12. Reader!
what saith the experience of your heart to these things? You
see, that the great will and purpose of JEHOVAH, is, to glorify
his SoN Jesus. Is this your will and purpose also? Do you make
him, what JeHovaH hath made him, the Alpha and Omega, the
first and the last: the Author and Finisher of faith? Oh! how
sweet is it, when a poor sinner discovers, that He, who is
JEHOVAH'S salvation to the ends of the earth, is his saltation
also. He is the praise of all his saints; the people near to him!
Revelation 1:8; Revelation 1:11; Hebrews 12:2; /saiah 49:6;
PsaLm 148:14
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It is well worthy the observation of the Reader, with what
firmness the Apostle chargeth the men of /srae/, with the
crucifixion of Jesus. He hesitateth not to bring it home to their
consciences. And what | admire in this short, but sweet
sermon of Peter’s, is, that while he bears testimony to the
human nature of CHRIST, in the proof arising from his death;
he most decidedly proves his divine nature in the strong
terms by which he calls them: the Holy One, and the Prince
(or Giver) of life. And in relation to the miracle wrought, he
refers the whole into his Almighty name. And his name (saith
Peter) through faith in his name hath made this man strong
whom ye see and know. Reader! do not overlook in this place
that faith, upon all occasions, hath for its whole object and
dependence, the Person of CHRIST. | beg the Reader to
consult a few of the many scriptures which speak of CHRIST,
as the Holy One, and the Holy One of Israel: for they can
refer to no other, Deuteronomy 33:8; Psalm 16:10; Psalm
89:19; lsaiah 41:14; lIsaiah 43:3; Isaiah 49:7; Daniel 4:13;
Hebrews 1:12; Mark 2:24.

AcCTs 3:17-26

And now, brethren, | wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did
also your rulers. (18) But those things, which God before had
showed by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer,
he hath so fulfilled. (19) Repent ye therefore, and be converted,
that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing
shall come from the presence of the Lord; (20) And he shall send
Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you: (21) Whom
the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things,
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since
the world began. (22) For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A
prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your
brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever
he shall say unto you. (23) And it shall come to pass, that every
soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from
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among the people. (24) Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel
and those that follow after, as many as have spoken, have
likewise foretold of these days. (25) Ye are the children of the
prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our fathers,
saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the
earth be blessed. (26) Unto you first God, having raised up his
Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of
you from his iniquities.

When the Apostle had thus clenched his doctrine, by a train of
the most decided and unanswerable arguments, and from
their own Scriptures; and confirmed the whole by a miracle
wrought before their own eyes; he then endeavors to bring
home the subject from the head to the heart. And who but
must admire, the very sweet, persuasive, and conciliating
manner, which he used upon the occasion. But let us not
overlook the cause, nor in the Apostle’'s words forget the
Apostle's LorD. It was Gob the SpIRIT, speaking in him, and by
him! And must not all sermons be persuasive, when the
Gospel is preached with the HoLy GHOST sent down from
heaven? 1 Peter 1:12.

I do not think it necessary to enlarge on the several parts of
Peter's exhortation after his sermon. Every thing in it is plain
and easy to be understood. The chief object of the Apostle
was to lead their minds to CHRIST. He shews the LORD JESUS to
have been the One great object, all along intended, from the
Scriptures of truth, as the promised Messiah. He aims to
soften the anger of their minds against themselves, in
ascribing their rejection of CHRIST to their ignorance. But he
shews no less, that what in times past might have been
pleaded for want of knowledge; now it is known, if neglected,
will prove their destruction. He calls upon them, as he had
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done before, (see Acts 2: 37-40. and Commentary,) to the
exercise of that repentance, which nature herself dictates,
when the conscience is made sensible of error. And he tells
them, that in the refreshing of the LorD, their sins may be
blotted out. In short, Peter makes a most affectionate appeal
to the hearts of the people, and concludes with one of the
sweetest entreaties language can furnish, to the children of
Gob, whom he tells them they are. Unto you first, entitled by
every claim to be first spoken to, (Luke 24:47; Acts 13:26.)
GoD having raised up his SON JESUS sent him to bless you in
turning away every one of you from his iniquities.

REFLECTIONS

WHAT a sweet thought is it to my soul, that to all the crippled
faculties of my fallen nature; the name of Jesus CHRIST of
Nazareth can make me whole. Yea, his name, through faith in
his name, will give a perfect soundness to all his redeemed.
Lorp! grant that in all my approaches to thy house of prayer,
I may go always in thy name, making mention of thy
righteousness, even thine only. And oh! with what holy joy
and rapture, shall | tread thy courts, when GobD the[31]
Almighty Gob of our fathers! the Gop of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob; thou hast indeed glorified thy Son Jesus! Oh! Lorb,
send down thine ascension-gifts, and bless my soul, in all the
sweet manifestations of thy love. In thee, and by thee, and
from thee, let all my joy be found. As a child in the Covenant,
which Gob made with our fathers, being CHrIST'S, and
consequently Abraham's seed, and an heir according to the
promise; let all my springs arise, and let that assurance to the
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great father of the faithful be mine also: /n thy seed shall all
the kindreds of the earth be blessed.

CHAPTER 4

CONTENTS

Peter, and John are put into prison. They are examined
before the Council, threatened, and dismissed. The LORD gives
a gracious Token of his Presence, in answering to their
Prayers.

AcTs 4:1-4

And as they spake unto the people, the priests, and the captain of
the temple, and the Sadducees, came upon them, (2) Being
grieved that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus
the resurrection from the dead. (3) And they laid hands on them,
and put them in hold unto the next day: for it was now eventide.
(4) Howbeit many of them which heard the word believed; and
the number of the men was about five thousand.

Reader! mark in the awful characters of those men, the
malice of hell, at the success of the Gospel. Can the
imagination conceive any higher proof of the desperately
wicked state of the human heart, than is here shewn? To
imprison those Servants of the LorD, for so illustrious a
miracle as Jesus had wrought, by their instrumentality. But,
Reader! you will stop at the surface of this matter, if the LORD
the SpIRIT doth not lead you deeper, to see, that all men by
nature, and unawakened by grace, are the same. Both
Sadducees, and Pharisees; Priests of the law, and mere
Professors of the Gospel, unacquainted with the plague of
their own heart, are all the same. All such as are grieved, as
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well as those of old, whenever, and wheresoever salvation is
freely and fully preached, in the alone name of Jesus, without
complimenting their good works; but solely ascribing salvation
by grace alone, to the LORD JESUS CHRIST.

But turn from such characters, to behold the blessedness of
those servants, whom the LoRD so highly honored. Oh! happy
Peter, happy John! surely your prison became a palace, and
your chains, chains of gold, while the LorD was thus loading
you with such distinguishing honors! | apprehend, that the
five thousand, here said to have believed, were in addition to
the three thousand, recorded on the day of Pentecost: so that
both together, made ejght thousand. Oh! the wonders of that
wonder-working Gob the HoLy GHosT? Well might the
Evangelist close his Gospel with saying, that the Apostles
went forth and preached every where, the LORD working with
them, and confirming the word with signs following, Mark
16:20. Reader! think what a melancholy contrast the present
hour of the Church affords. Here we read but of two sermons,
and what a harvest of souls were gathered in. And what
multitudes of sermons are now preached, and no conversion
follows. To what cause are we to ascribe it? Is it not because,
unaccompanied with the ordination and blessing of Gob the
HoLy GHOsT? And can it be otherwise? If the HoLy GHOST be
not honored. If men preach unsent by Him, and his presence
be not implored, neither his blessing asked; no, nor his
Almighty ministry acknowledged: can it be a matter of
surprize, that /chabod is on our Church doors, and the glory is
departed from Israel? 1 Samuel 4:21. Oh! that the LorD the
SPIRIT would give us a little reviving in our bondage; that Ae
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that hath ears to hear, may hear what the SPIRIT saith unto
the Churches, Revelation 2:29.

ACTS 4:5-7

And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and elders,
and scribes, (6) And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and
John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the
high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. (7) And when
they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by
what name, have ye done this?

What an awful Council this was become, composed of such
awful characters. The Reader should be told, that this Council
consisted, or ought to have consisted, of seventy Persons, the
true Elders of Israel. It was first formed, by the LorD himself.
See Numbers 11:16-17. But, now we find a motley crew;
Scribes, and Pharisees, and Sadducees. For their character, as
given by our LOrD himself: See Matthew 23 throughout: See
also Acts 23:8. Before such awful characters, the highly
honored servants of the LorRD JEsus CHRIST was brought. And |
would have the Reader remark the blessedness of being so
brought, because it afforded the opportunity for the Apostles
to preach, and the Church, in all after ages, to read the
record of what they said, under the teaching of Gob the HoLy
GHosT. And | beg the Reader to remark with me how upon
numberless occasions the LORD permits, yea, appoints the
malice of men, to proceed to a desperate length sometimes,
for the greater manifestation of his glory, and his peoples’
good. If the Reader will turn to a single verse in one of the
Psalms, and beg of the Almighty Author of Scripture, even
GobD the HoLy GHosT, to write it in the tablets of his heart, to
have recourse to as may be needed; he will find great
blessedness in it. The verse is Psalm 105:25. He turned their
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heart to hate his people, to deal subtly with his servants. Oh!
how often hath this sweet Scripture taught my soul to look
through the cobweb malice of men; and to discern the hand
of a gracious, wise, and love ordering LorD, Ezekiel 1:26-28.

ACTs 4:8-12

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of
the people, and elders of Israel, (9) If we this day be examined
of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what means he is
made whole; (10) Be it known unto you all, and to all the people
of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye
crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this
man stand here before you whole. (11) This is the stone which
was set at naught of you builders, which is become the head of
the corner. (12) Neither is there salvation in any other: for there
is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved.

What a blessed discourse is here! Behold, Reader, the
wonderful effects of the SpIRIT'S influence. This is the same
Apostle, whose timidity was such, when only confronted by a
poor servant maid, that he was tempted to deny his LORD;
and now, boldly chargeth the whole Jewish Council with the
murder of CHRIST. Can your heart desire a more decisive
proof, that the change was wrought by Gob the HoLy GHOST?
See that Scripture, of JEsus's promise, Mark 13:11. And
observe how the Apostle, by that sweet figure of the Stone,
JEHOVAH promised to lay in Zion, would lead them to their own
Scriptures, in confirmation of the truth as it /s in JESUS. See
Isaiah 2:16; Matthew 21:42; Psalm 118: 23. And observe how
the Apostle intimates, by declaring that there is salvation in
no other, that their rejection of Jesus will bring on, and fulfill,
that other Scripture, to the same amount, where the Prophet
declares, that he shall be a stone of stumbling and a rock of
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offence to both houses of Israel, 1saiah 8:14. Blessed LORD
Jesus! do | not daily see thy solemn words concerning this
Stone fulfilled? Whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be
broken, but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to
powder, Matthew 21:44. Lorp Jesus! do thou grant to my poor
soul, that while thou art still a stone of stumbling, and a rock
of offence, to many who call themselves Christians, after the
holy Name, but have never felt the power of thy holy SpPIrIT,
teaching them the plague of their own heart; | may be
enabled by thy grace, to build my whole hopes of salvation on
thee, the Rock of ages: convinced, most fully convinced, that
there is salvation in no other,; neither any other name under
heaven given among men whereby we must be saved!

ACTS 4:13-22

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and
perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they
marveled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been
with Jesus. (14) And beholding the man which was healed
standing with them, they could say nothing against it. (15) But
when they had commanded them to go aside out of the council,
they conferred among themselves, (16) Saying, What shall we
do to these men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath been
done by them is manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem; and
we cannot deny it. (17) But that it spread no further among the
people, let us straitly threaten them, that they speak henceforth
to no man in this name. (18) And they called them, and
commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of
Jesus. (19) But Peter and John answered and said unto them,
Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more
than unto God, judge ye. (20) For we cannot but speak the
things which we have seen and heard. (21) So when they had
further threatened them, they let them go, finding nothing how
they might punish them, because of the people: for all men
glorified God for that which was done. (22) For the man was
above forty years old, on whom this miracle of healing was
showed.
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I pray the Reader never to lose sight of that most precious
doctrine, that it was GobD the SPIRIT speaking in the Apostles,
and by them: for without this steady eye to the LorD, we shall
be apt to ascribe the boldness of the servants, to their own
strength; and forget the source from whence they derived it. |
admire the different apprehension of words in the world's
dictionary, from that of grace. Those doctors of the law, it is
said, perceived that those Apostles were unlearned and
ignorant men. Yes! In relation to human sciences, and vain
philosophy, falsely so called, Peter and John had received no
education. But the HoLy GHosT, in giving his testimony,
concerning that wisdom which is from above, and which
maketh wise unto salvation through the faith which is in
CHRIST Jesus; speaks very differently. He saith, that the
precious things of his inspired word, and which to carnal men
are hard to be understood, it is the unlearned and unstable,
(that is, in divine science,) wrest as they do also the other
Scriptures to their own destruction, 2 Peter 3:16. And here
was a striking proof of it! For while those great men stood
confounded and ashamed, unable to say any thing in their
own justification; the poor Apostles silenced, and overawed
them all! Reader! doth not the same doctrine, and from the
same cause, operate in the present hour? The weapons of our
warfare (said Paul,) are not carnal, but mighty through Gop,
to the pulling down of strong holds, 2 Corinthians 10:4. And
how otherwise should it be, that we sometimes see weak
things of the world confound the things which are mighty,
and foolish things confound what the world esteems wise;
were it not that Gop hath chosen such for his instruments, to
make manifest, that the excellency is of Gob, and not of men.
Oh! the blessedness when men, taught and influenced by Gob
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the SpIRIT, come forth in the LORD'S name, sent by the LORD'S
ordination, and crowned with the LORD'S blessing upon their
labors! 1 Corinthians 1:27.

Reader! it is sometimes profitable, to get behind the curtain of
carnal men's council, not indeed to learn their works, but to
see how dreadfully alarmed they are. And here the HoLy
GHosT hath given us a short, but full relation, what frequently
passeth there. For be assured, the conference of those
convicted minds, as here represented, is a true statement of
what every day, more or less, passeth among the
unawakened in the world. They could not deny the miracle as
a matter of fact, neither disprove the greatness of it. And one
might have thought, that with such a conviction before their
eyes, they would have embraced the Apostles, and sought
mercy from the LorD. Ah, No! the thing was impossible. Yea,
so impossible, that Gop the HoLy GHOST hath caused the
reason to be recorded no less than seven times in his sacred
word, Isaiah 6:9-10; Matthew 13:14; Mark 4:12; Luke 8:10;
John 12:40; Acts 28:26; and Romans 9:8. And the same holds
good for ever. And the LORD, at the very beginning of his
Scriptures, with the first dawn of revelation, writes down, as
with a pen of iron, and the point of a diamond, the
unalterable cause: / will put enmity between thee and the
woman. and between thy seed and her seed, Genesis 3:15;
John 8:43-44; 1 John 3:8.

ACTs 4:23-30

And being let go, they went to their own company, and reported
all that the chief priests and elders had said unto them. (24) And
when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one
accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven,
and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: (25) Who by the
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mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage,
and the people imagine vain things? (26) The kings of the earth
stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord,
and against his Christ. (27) For of a truth against thy holy child
Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate,
with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered
together, (28) For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel
determined before to be done. (29) And now, Lord, behold their
threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness
they may speak thy word, (30) By stretching forth thine hand to
heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of
thy holy child Jesus.

What a beautiful and lovely picture is here drawn, of the
primitive Church! Reader! do observe the expression; their
own company. Yes! The whole Church is One, and so the
Great Head of the Church describes her, Song of Solomon
6:9. And contrast this, to the account given of Judas the
traitor, whose fall is immediately followed with the
consequence, that he might go to his own place, Acts 1:25.

And | pray the Reader to notice the grace, which instantly
appeared in this assembly of the faithful: the LorD the SpIRIT
led their minds out in prayer. And what a Scriptural prayer it
was? The LORD be praised, who caused it to be recorded, for
the comfort and edification of the Church in all ages. Here is a
double proof of the Almighty ministry of the HoLy GHOST, in
that He who guided David'’s pen to write, taught their tongues
and hearts to speak. A plain proof that the same Almighty
LorD presided over the Church in Old Testament days, as well
as under the New Testament dispensation. And let not the
Reader overlook, how uniformly those holy men of old, both
in their prayers to the LorD, and their conversation with men,
kept always in view, the LORD's purposes and decrees
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concerning the redemption by Jesus, Acts 2:23; Acts 5:30;
AcTs 10:38.

And is not this prayer more immediately directed to the
Person of the HoLy GHosT, in his Office-character; and though
(as all prayer are,) offered up to the whole Persons of the
GODHEAD, through the Mediator, yet with a special eye to the
office-work of the HoLy GHosT. Let it be remembered, that I
do not decidedly say as much: | only ask the question. But, as
we are told, that no prophecy came in old time by the will of
man, but holy men of GOD spake as they were moved by the
HoLy GHosT, 2 Peter 1:21: and the LORD is here addressed as
speaking those words by the mouth of his servant David,
Psalm 2:1-2, it should seem, to have been immediately a
prayer to the HoLy GHOsT. Moreover, the Apostles, in this
prayer, particularly dwell upon the Person of the holy Child
JEsus; and his being anointed: both which were the special
acts of the HoLy GHosT. See Luke 1:35 and Luke 4:18. And
therefore, it was from Gob the SpirIT, who, but a few days,
before, had baptized them, and called them by ordination to
their ministry, that they now looked for all suited supplies of
grace, to give them boldness, and to seal their authority, by
the confirmation of miracles. Whether I am correct or not in
this opinion, certain it is, that to Gob the HoLy GHosT the
Apostles looked for the success of their labors. And it may
serve to shew, how necessary it must be, in all the under
pastors in the ministry of the Church, both to be satisfied that
they have their commission from him; and fo him to commit
all their services.

ACTS 4:31
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And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they
were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.

Reader! let you and | attend to the blessed contents of this
verse, as not simply referring to the Church then in being, but
to the Church of Gob in all ages. Surely such a testimony was
designed to tell all the praying seed of Jacob, that the LORD,
who is a prayer-awakening, is also a prayer-hearing, and a
prayer-answering Gop, See lsaiah 65:24. And every child of
Gop should learn from hence, that the LORD's presence is
always with his people, though the tokens of that presence be
not shewn in the same way, of miraculously shaking the place
of assembly. And as the company then present are said to
have been all filled with the HoLy GHOST; so such renewings of
the SPIRIT were intended to teach the Church, that as the
HoLy GHOsST's baptism of the Apostles at Pentecost did not
supersede the necessity of fresh effusions of grace, so neither
doth the regeneration of his people now render unnecessary
constant supplies from the LorD. See Titus 3:4-6. Oh! for the
daily refreshings of the SpIRIT upon ministers and people!

AcTs 4:32-37

And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of
one soul: neither said any of them that aught of the things which
he possessed was his own; but they had all things common. (33)
And with great power gave the apostles witness of the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.
(34) Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many
as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the
prices of the things that were sold, (35) And laid them down at
the apostles’ feet: and distribution was made unto every man
according as he had need. (36) And Joses, who by the apostles
was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of
consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, (37) Having
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land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles'
feet.

What a golden age to the Church must this have been! How
sweetly the love of GobD in CHRIST wrought upon the heart,
when the streams of such a fountain diffused themselves in
all directions! And how graciously the LORD gave testimony to
the word of his grace, when the Apostles were enabled to
shew miracles in witness of the truth; and the people with
one heart and soul shewing forth no less the miracle of mercy
wrought in them by the HoLy GHosT. Oh! for the renewal of
such Pentecost seasons, if it were the LorD's will and
pleasure! Oh! for many, many such as Barnabas to arise, as
sons of consolation, in the distressing times of the present
day. And, oh! that the LorD the SpIRIT would return to this our
sinful land, and thereby fulfill that sweet promise, that by a
pure language /Ais people might all call upon the name of the
LORD, fo serve him with one consent, Zephaniah 3:9. Nothing
short of this can do to restore health to Zion. No arm, but the
arm of JeHovaH the SpIRIT, can cut Rahab, and wound the
dragon, lsaiah 51:9. Without the outpouring of the SPIRIT, no
heart of stone can be softened, nor the CHRIST-despising
generation in which we dwell be removed. But, if the LORD in
rich mercy will pour out of his holy SPIRIT upon us from on
high, then will our wilderness be a fruitful field, and the
fruitful field be counted for a forest, Isaiah 32:15. Reader!
shall we not then say to the HoLy GHoOST, in his own most
blessed words, Awake! awake! put on strength, 0 arm of the
LorRD!  Awake, as in the ancient adays, in generations of old,
Isaiah 2:9.

REFLECTIONS
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LET us ponder well those precious things contained in this
Chapter, which are so freely given to us of Gob! And let us
particularly keep in remembrance, that all that is here
recorded of the prosperity of the Church, arose from the
blessed Person and Office-work of Gop the HoLy GHosT! We
behold him here, under many of those most gracious
characters in which the LorD JEsus promised him before his
departure. As the LorD the SPIRIT is the Founder, so is He the
Governor, Preserver, Teacher, Comforter, Sanctifier of the
Church in all ages. In every individual instance of blessing
both ministers and people, his is to manifest the gracious act,
and in glorifying Jesus, to take of the LorD JEsus, and to make
known to his disciples. And amidst all the diversities of gifts,
and all differences of administrations, and all diversities of
operations, all these worketh that ONE and the self-same
SPIRIT, dividing to every man severally as he will!

Oh! blessed and eternal SpIRIT, do thou now, as thou didst
then, manifest thy love to the Church of Jesus! Come, LORD,
into the midst of thy Zion, though the builders have set at
nought the chief corner stone! Raise up a faithful ministry,
who, receiving their ordination from thee, may as faithfully
dispense thy word to the people. Let the sweet ascension-
gifts of our risen and exalted SAvIOR, again come down to
enlighten our Churches, and let that precious Scripture be
again fulfilled in our day and generation, where it is said, that
He gave some Apostles, and some Prophets, and some
Pastors and Teachers, and all for the perfecting of the Saints,
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
CHRIST. LORD, in mercy hear and do it; defer not, 0 my Gob! ti/
we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of
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the SoN of Gob, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of CHRIST.

CHAPTER 5

CONTENTS

We have here the awful Account of Ananias and Sapphira
lving to the HoLy GHoOST. Peter's Detection of them. The
Apostles again imprisoned. The Angel of the LORD brings them
out. They are brought before the Council, and after being
beaten, are dismissed.

AcTs 5:1-10

But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a
possession, (2) And kept back part of the price, his wife also
being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the
apostles' feet. (3) But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the
price of the land? (4) While it remained, was it not thine own?
and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast
thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto
men, but unto God. (5) And Ananias hearing these words fell
down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all them
that heard these things. (6) And the young men arose, wound
him up, and carried him out, and buried him. (7) And it was
about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing
what was done, came in. (8) And Peter answered unto her, Tell
me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for
so much. (9) Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have
agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet
of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall
carry thee out. (10) Then fell she down straightway at his feet,
and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found
her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband.
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e have here a most interesting record of two abominable
hypocrites, whose crimes and punishment are circumstantially
related, for the instruction and comfort of the Church in all
ages. It is blessed to observe how Gob the HoLy GHoST
watches over his Church, in causing such histories to be
handed down to the people. Without such records, we might
have been led to suppose, that in those happy days no
characters of a contrary principle to the Apostles standard
were to be found. But now we learn that the best of
Churches, and the best of times, have their spots. In the ark,
there was an Ham. Among the Apostles, a Judas, Under the
first days of the HoLy GHOST'S ministry, the LORD permitted
Ananias and Sapphira to mingle for a space with the faithful.
But so far are these things from proving injurious to the
Church, that they ultimately minister to her glory.

Reader, let us first contemplate the dreadful state of the
human heart. Here were two persons most fully convinced, as
far as head-knowledge could carry conviction, of the truths of
Gob, professing a belief they never felt, and to preserve an
opinion among the faithful, consenting, apparently, to give up
the whole of their worldly goods for the benefit of the Church
of CHRIST; and yet all the while had not the least real love to
JEsus, or his people. And are such instances singular? Alas!
the reverse. Perhaps there is not now upon earth a single
congregation of professing Christians, of any number, but
what hath some of the same description. And doth not the
LorD[41] overrule such events to his glory, and his people's
welfare? Yes! for it tends to make the LORD's people jealous of
themselves, when they discover such goats got into the
sheepfold. It tends to humble the soul, under a sense of
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common corruption. And it operates most blessedly to the
LorD's glory, when a child of Gob is thereby led to discover,
that all the difference between one and another is all of
grace.

Let us next learn from this picture of human depravity, to
admire the tender love of the LorD to the Church, in qualifying
Peter to the detection of it. By the power which the HoLy
GHoST gave him of discerning spirits, the iniquity was found
out, and the Church cleansed from the impurity. And thus the
LoRD watches over his people for good in all ages.

I beg the Reader particularly to remark with me, that Peter
charged this man with lying to the HoLy GHOST. But why is it
so specially said that the lie was to the HoLy GHOsT? I
apprehend on this account. Because conversion-work is the
personal operation of Gob the HoLy GHosT? So that the whole,
and every part of this man's conduct, was directly leveled
against the HoLy GHosT. He never had been converted. He
never had felt the love of Gop, and of CHRIsT, in his heart And
therefore the deception was principally against Gob the SPIRIT.
| pray the Reader, under this head, not to overlook how Peter
speaks of the GoDHEAD of the HoLy GHosT. In verse three,
(Acts 5:3) he chargeth Ananias with lying to the HoLY GHOST.
And in another, (Acts 5:4) he saith that lie was not unto men,
but unto Gobp. A plain proof, in Peter’s view, that the HoLy
GHOST is Gob.

One observation more meets us on this wonderful transaction,
I mean the judgment of Gop, in instant death, both on the
man and his wife. It must have been very awful; but it should
seem that the LorRD deemed it to be necessary. The honor of
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GobD the SpIRIT. The honor of the Church of CHRIST now more
eminently forming. The dreadful alarm it must have given
hypocrites, to keep them from the Church. The fears it must
have awakened in cautioning the foes of CHRIST to be very
careful how they molested the Apostles. And the terror in all
the future ages of the Church it might afford, to preserve the
faithful from numberless instances of deception. These were
certainly among the causes for which the speedy judgment of
the LorD fell upon Ananias and Sapphira; and for which they
stand forth, and will stand forth to the end of the world,
monuments of the LORD'S anger. Reader! let you and I, in the
contemplation, learn to bless Gob for his unspeakable gift!

AcTs 5:11-16

And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as
heard these things. (12) And by the hands of the apostles were
many signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and they
were all with one accord in Solomon's porch. (13) And of the rest
durst no man join himself to them: but the people magnified
them. (14) And believers were the more added to the Lord,
multitudes both of men and women.) (15) Insomuch that they
brought forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and
couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter passing by might
overshadow some of them. (16) There came also a multitude out
of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and
them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were
healed every one.

It is easier to conceive than express the wonderful effect such
events must have had on the minds of all that heard of them.
Even the Sanhedrim for the moment seem to have been
struck, so that, instead of apprehending Peter instantly, for
the death of those liars, we hear that not only great fear
came upon the Church, but upon all that heard of these
things. And while multitudes were added to the LorD, not a
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soul of hypocrisy for a season durst join themselves to the
Apostles. And of such veneration were the Apostles in the
esteem of the common people, that they looked to them for
healing to all their sick, and those vexed with unclean spirits,
and we are told that they were healed every one. Reader!
ponder well the wonderful relation, and consider the blessed
state of the Church in that season.

ACTs 5:17-42

Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him,
(which is the sect of the Sadducees,) and were filled with
indignation, (18) And laid their hands on the apostles, and put
them in the common prison. (19) But the angel of the Lord by
night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, and said,
(20) Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the
words of this life. (21) And when they heard that, they entered
into the temple early in the morning, and taught. But the high
priest came, and they that were with him, and called the council
together, and all the senate of the children of Israel, and sent to
the prison to have them brought. (22) But when the officers
came, and found them not in the prison, they returned, and told,
(23) Saying, The prison truly found we shut with all safety, and
the keepers standing without before the doors: but when we had
opened, we found no man within. (24) Now when the high priest
and the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these
things, they doubted of them whereunto this would grow. (25)
Then came one and told them, saying, Behold, the men whom ye
put in prison are standing in the temple, and teaching the people.
(26) Then went the captain with the officers, and brought them
without violence: for they feared the people, lest they should have
been stoned. (27) And when they had brought them, they set
them before the council: and the high priest asked them, (28)
Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach
in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your
doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us. (29)
Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought
to obey God rather than men. (30) The God of our fathers raised
up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. (31) Him hath
God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Savior, for to

64



The Poor Man’s New Testament Commentary Robert Hawker

give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. (32) And we
are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost,
whom God hath given to them that obey him. (33) When they
heard that, they were cut to the heart, and took counsel to slay
them. (34) Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee,
named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all
the people, and commanded to put the apostles forth a little
space; (35) And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to
yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men. (36) For
before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be
somebody; to whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined
themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were
scattered, and brought to naught. (37) After this man rose up
Judas of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and drew away much
people after him: he also perished; and all, even as many as
obeyed him, were dispersed. (38) And now | say unto you,
Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or
this work be of men, it will come to nought: (39) But if it be of
God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight
against God. (40) And to him they agreed: and when they had
called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they
should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. (41)
And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that
they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. (42)
And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to
teach and preach Jesus Christ.

Let the Reader in this place remark again, what hath been
often noticed before in this Poor Man's Commentary, the
hardened state of the mind, which nothing short of sovereign
grace can cure. And in persons of the characters here spoken
of, for whom no provision is made in a grace-union with
CHRIST, the thing is impossible, 2 Timothy 3:13; 2
Thessalonians 2:11-12. And solemn as the subject is, yet we
see in the history of the characters here shewn, the righteous
judgment of Gobp in the appointment. The everlasting hatred
they manifested to CHRIST while upon earth, and now to his
Apostles and followers after his departure, shutting up their
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minds against all conviction most plainly testified the influence
of Satan upon their hearts. The LorD leaving all such to their
own perverse wills, can be no impeachment of his justice. The
Apostle hath very fully shewn this, in his opening of the
Epistle to the Romans. As they did not (saith the Apostle) /ke
to retain Gob /in their knowledge, Gob gave them over to a
reprobate mind, Romans 1:28. This was only leaving a
cause to produce its own natural effects. This was but
suffering them to remain in that state of unbelief and
ignorance, which by their own obduracy they have brought
upon themselves, and of consequence will be found in at
CHRIST'S second coming.

The opening the prison doors to the Apostles, and bringing
them out, might have taught them, would they have listened
to the loud voice accompanying the sovereign act, that the
miracle was of Gob. And those Apostles not running away
when brought out, as is the case with ordinary prisoners,
carried a further conviction under whose protection they
were. But all lose their effect with such hardened minds as
are resolutely bent to resist all persuasion. Hence a judicial
blindness follows. /srael, (that is, professing Israel, Romans
9:6-7.) would name of me. So I gave them up unto their own
hearts' lusts, and they walked in their own counsels, Psalm
81:11-12.

There is somewhat very sweet and striking in the angel's
precept to the Apostles, Go, stand and speak in the temple, to
the people, all the words of this life. Not, go, and hide
yourself from the fury of your enemies. Not, go, and be idle,
and give over what will expose you to persecution. But, go
into the most public place, the temple, stand with firmness
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and intrepidity, and speak to the people, the LORD's people,
the people whom JeHovAH hath formed for himself, they shall
shew forth his praise, Isaiah 43:21, all the words of this life,
even eternal life, yea, CHRIST himself, who is life eternal: for
he is the life and the light of men. By him, life and immortality
is brought to light. For He it is, that by his incarnation,
ministry, death, and resurrection, hath destroyed death,
spiritual death, and eternal death. And by the life, both
spiritual and eternal, which in his own life-giving, soul-
renewing communication, as an Head to his members, he
communicates to his whole body the Church, he quickens
them from sin to salvation here in grace; and from death to
life hereafter in glory. Go stand and speak to the people all
the words of this life!

I pray the Reader to remark the firmness of the Apostles: But
let him not fail to keep always in remembrance the cause. Oh!
what strength cannot the LORD impart; yea, what strength will
he not impart to his people, when his glory, and his Church's
welfare, are concerned?

I must not stay to enter into particulars concerning the history
here recorded, of the faithfulness of the Apostles, and the
malice of their persecutors. Indeed the whole is so sweetly
and plainly related, that it can need no comment. Let the
Reader not fail to observe, how Peter harps in all his
discourses, on Covenant love, while he so often calls upon
those he addressed, to attend to what the LORD JEHOVAH hath
done, in this grand concern, as the Gop of our fathers. And
how blessedly he points to JEsus, as a risen, and an ascended
Prince and Savior, for fo give repentance to Israel and
remission of sins. So that JeHovaH's Covenant-love, and the
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Redeemer's fulness of grace, finally leaves all without excuse,
who neglect so great salvation!

The indignation of the Council, the advice of Gamaliel, the
beating of the Apostles, and the command with which they
suffered them to depart, no more to speak in the name of
JEsus; these open large subjects for improvement: and | pray
the LorD the SPIRIT to give both to the Writer and the Reader
of this Poor Man's Commentary, grace so to gather sweet
instruction from the perusal. But | must not enlarge.

One point more, | would call upon the Reader particularly to
notice in this Chapter; namely, the Apostles departing from
the presence of the Council, when stripes had been laid upon
them, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer
shame for the name of Jesus. And so far were they from being
overawed by the threats of their enemies, or paying the least
respect to their commands, that daily in the temple, and from
house to house, they ceased not to teach, and to preach
JESUS CHRIST.

Reader! can your mind furnish to itself any thing more lovely,
than such a view of primitive faithfulness, in those first
earnest laborers in the Church! They were nothing intimidated
by their adversaries, nothing terrified or distressed. Both
publicly in the temple, and in every private house
wheresoever they came; not LORD's days only, but every day;
and not now and then, but unweariedly, their teaching, as
well as their preaching, was all of JEsus CHRIST. The LORD JESUS
was with them, both text and sermon; they found enough in
him for endless discourse. Oh! that those glorious days would
return, when CHRIST and CHRIST alone, JEHOVAH'S CHRIST, and
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JEHOVAH'S chosen, may fill every pulpit, occupy every house,
warm every heart, and flow from every tongue, in his
Churches, and among his people! LorD! the SpPIRIT, in mercy
to thy Church, hasten the hour, when, the Redeemer shall
arise out of Zion, and turn away ungodliness from Jacob!
Come my beloved, (saith the Church,) and be thou like to a
roe, or to a young hart upon the mountains of spices!

REFLECTIONS

WHAT an awful delusion, must that delusion of the mind be,
which like Anmias and Sapphira, is trifling with Gob? What an
horrible state to be feeding on ashes, when a deceived heart
hath turned the sinner aside, that he cannot deliver his soul,
nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand?

Blessed LorD! let my soul be relieve, and comforted, when
turning from the view of the Ananias’s and Sapphira’s of the
present generation, | behold the zeal and honesty, the
faithfulness and diligence of thy servants the Apostles in their
day, holding forth the word of this life. Endued with the SPIRIT
from on high, let me admire the burning fervor of Peter’s
mind, in punishing by divine authority, the daring lie of such
awful characters, committed against Gobp the HoLy GHosT. And
cause me, thou dear LORD, to see how the LORD honors them,
whose delight it is to honor the Lorp. Oh! for such a portion
of the same spirit, as actuated the mind of Peter, to be
poured out on all the faithful ministers of the sanctuary, that
they may teach and preach Jesus CHRIST, and be instant in
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season, and out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all
long suffering and doctrine.

And LoRD, to all the persecutions and malice of their enemies,
may an holy indifferency manifest, that they are borne up and
supported by thee; that though troubled on every side, yet
not distressed; or if perplexed, yet never in despair; that they
may always bear about the dying of the LORD JESUS; that the
life also of JEsus may be made manifest in their body. And do
thou LorD to all the prison frames, and bondage exercises of
thy Church and people, give them to see the Angel of the
Covenant always at hand to bring them out. Yea, let every
eye of thy redeemed family be directed by Gob the SPIRIT, to
be looking to Him, who is exalted as a Prince and Savior, to
give repentance to his Israel, and remission of sins. Precious
Jesus! send down all thine ascension-gifts, and bless thine
whole Church with the manifestation of thyself, unti/ CHRIST be
formed in every heart the hope of glory.

CHAPTER 6

CONTENTS

The Church of CHRIST requiring it, Deacons are chosen.
Stephen being elected, and speaking by the SPIRIT, is opposed
by many.

AcTs 6:1
And in those days, when the number of the disciples were
multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the
Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily
ministration.
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As the last chapter opened with an account of the corruption
which had crept into the Church, in the awful instance of
Ananias and Sapphira, so here again we enter upon this
chapter, with the relation of other taints of our Adam-nature
transgression, in the murmuring and dissatisfaction breaking
out in the Church. Reader! it will be our mercy to gather,
under the HoLy GHOST's teaching, improvement from it, in
learning, that the purest moment of the Church, in this time-
state of her being, (for such, surely, this era was,) is not free
from sin. And, oh! how blessedly do such convictions preach
CHRIST, Yes! thou dear Lorbp! well is it for thy people, that thy
name is the LORD our righteousness! Jeremiah 23:6; lIsaiah
14:24-25; 1 Corinthians 1:30-31.

It should seem from the account here given, that so
numerous was the Church of the LorD now become, that the
alms collected from the more affluent of the people, were not
enough for the daily supply of the more needy. And it is more
than probable, from the infirmities of a poor fallen nature,
partiality might have been shewn in the distribution. Be this
as it may, there arose a murmuring by the Grecians, (by
which, | suppose, is meant the Jews of Greece, to distinguish
them from those of Judaea,) on this account, which no doubt
much disturbed the harmony of the Church. Reader! do not
overlook the merciful designs of the Great Head of his Church,
in disposing the inequalities of life in the outward
circumstances of it. I do not doubt, but that the LorD made
much good spring out of this seeming evil, among CHRIST'S
redeemed ones, who found themselves neglected. For if the
unkindness of men, even of brethren, inclines the heart to
look more to the LorD and less to man, the very sorrow is
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made sweet. Jesus would hot, for he needed not, have made
his Church poor, had not poverty best suited her present
time-state of being. Sweet is that scripture, pray turn to it, for
it suits the Church of Jesus in all ages; / will also leave in the
midst of thee, an afflicted and poor people, and they shall
trust in the name of the LorD, Zephaniah 3:12. Depend upon
it, that it is our affliction and poverty, both in spirituals and
temporals, which minister most advantageously to keep the
heart near Jesus. For amidst all the love we seem, to have to
Him, if at any time we get out of this conscious need of Jesus,
we find the same risings of pride as Israel of old, and say as
she did, we are /lords, we will come no more unto thee,
Jeremiah 2:31.

ACTS 6:2-4

Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them,
and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God,
and serve tables. (3) Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among
you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and
wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. (4) But we
will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the
word.

The twelve Apostles, including Matthias, are here engaged in
making suitable arrangements for the correcting of the
present, and any future errors which might arise in the
Church. And, from this authority it should seem, first sprung
that order, which all well regulated societies in the faith have
since observed, in the appointment of subordinate offices to
the ministry in the Church. Moses, at the suggestion of
Jethro, adopted somewhat of the same plan in his days,
Exodus 18:14, &c. How truly Apostolic was this advice? How
affectionately, as to brethren, was it delivered? And what a
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lovely view doth it afford of CHRrIST's Church, in this blessed
age of the Apostles? We, (said they,) will give ourselves
continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. As if,
(and which in one sense is literally the case,) their very
persons, as well as their time and labors, were not their own.
For though Apostles, their eminency consisted not in rank, but
in usefulness. Jesus their LorD, while loving their persons,
loved their office no further than as it ministered to his glory,
and the feeding his sheep, John 21:15-17. Peter, to whom
CHRIST gave this charge (and thrice repeating it, as if to
intimate the importance of it,) in his last exercises of his
Apostleship, dwelt upon it very sweetly; 7he elders which are
among you, (said he,) / exhort, who am also an elder, and a
witness of the sufferings of CHRIST, and also a partaker of the
glory that shall be revealed; feed the flock of Gob which is
among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint,
but willingly,; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; neither
as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to
the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away, 1 Peter 5:1-4.

ACTS 6:5-7

And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a
proselyte of Antioch: (6) Whom they set before the apostles: and
when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them. (7) And
the word of God increased; and the number of the disciples
multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the
priests were obedient to the faith.

Reader! behold here again, what a lovely representation is
made of the Church! As in the preceding verses we stood to
admire the LorD's Apostles in the department of their office,
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let us pause a moment now to contemplate the beautiful
order of the people. The saying of the Apostles, we are told,
pleased the whole multitude. And if we call to mind, how Gob
the HoLy GHosT all along, from the day of Pentecost, had been
calling CHRIST's redeemed ones from the darkness of nature to
the light of grace; we shall find, that the Church was indeed a
multitude little short of ten thousand: (see Acts 1:15; Acts
2:41; Acts 4:4; Acts 5:14,) and yet all were pleased with the
Apostles' proposal. What a delightful view it affords of the
Church of Jesus! And, though it is not said, yet we may
reasonably conclude, such was the love of the whole Church
to the persons and labors of the Apostles, that while they
were giving themselves to prayer, as well as the ministry of
the word, the people were not unfrequently at prayer for
them. Paul, in his days, was so sensible of the blessedness of
being borne by the arms of the Church, in the prayers of the
people before the mercy-seat, that he desired the brethren to
pray for him, and his fellow labourers, 1 Thessalonians 5:25;
2 Thessalonians 3:1; Hebrews 13:18. And it must be in all
ages of the Church a blessed thing, and more especially in
times like the present, when the people lodge much prayer,
and daily add to the stock before the Great Head of his
Church, that the labors of his poor servants be commissioned
and owned by the LorD. It hath been said, and | see no
ground to doubt the truth of it, that many a minister of
CHRIST, hath found the blessed effects of his peoples' prayers,
in the grace and abilities he hath at certain seasons received
from the LorD. Certain it is, that if a Church is looking for
blessings from the LorD, in the ministry of his word; it would
be well to be looking at the same time, that the LorD would
bless the messenger which brings them; that both minister
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and people may be blessed of the LorD, and send up their
thanksgivings together.

The seven men here chosen by the Church, if we may judge
by their names, were all taken from the Jews of Greece, for
there is not one Hebrew name among them. And it may serve
to shew, how much the whole body of the people were
earnest, that the murmuring which arose from that quarter
should have a full redress, since those who were appointed to
this part of government, were all taken from their own
people. Reader do not fail to observe, how the stratagems of
Satan were defeated by his own weapons, since the very plan
he devised to separate believers, became the means of
uniting them more closely together, in forming a body of holy
men, and full of the HoLy GHosT, to listen to the sorrows and
enquire into the wants of the LorD's family, that they might be
softened and relieved.

I do not think it necessary to detain the Reader, with dwelling
on the names and characters of the seven men here chosen.
Indeed, excepting the first of them, Stephen, (and of him I
shall have occasion to speak somewhat particularly, in the
close of this and the following chapter,) the HoLy GHOST hath
recorded no more than their names. So that, where the LORD
is silent, it should seem to be our wisdom to be silent, also.
But | beg the Reader to notice, the method the church was
pleased to adopt, for their being ordained to their office, in
setting them before the Apostles, and after prayer, the
Apostles laying their hands on them. And let it not be
overlooked, that when the Apostles directed the Church to
look out seven men from among them, they were supposed
to be brethren; that is, persons regenerated by the HoLy
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GHOST; holy brethren, as they are elsewhere called partakers
of the heavenly calling, Hebrews 3:1. In those days, none
would have been chosen into the humblest office of the
ministry, who was not himself a partaker of grace, and
savingly called by the HoLy GHosT. For how should a dead
sinner minister in the life-giving word and doctrine? Neither
can any man have a feeling affection for the Church of
CHRIST'S body, as a body, who hath never himself by
regeneration, fasted that the LORD /s gracious, 1 Peter 2:1-5.
These men, therefore, were themselves brethren, and by
regeneration, made partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust, 2
Peter 1:4. And yet we see, that while without this work of
Gob the SpIRIT upon their souls, they would not have been
qualified for the office the Apostles had directed; they were
not permitted to enter upon it without prayer, and the laying
on of the Apostles' hands. See Numbers 27:18 to the end. Oh!
that the entrance into any, and every department of CHRIST'S
sheepfold, was never made but by the door, CHRIST himself,
and by the porter, which is Gob the SpIRIT by regeneration.
Very awful is that scripture, in every instance, where this is
not the case, John 10:1-3.

What a short, but blessed account, this passage closeth with;
of the increase of the word; the multiplying the number of
true believers; and what is more extraordinary, the great
company of the Jewish priests, (for there were no other in
those days in Jerusalem,) which joined the faithful. But what
cannot the LORD the SpPIRIT accomplish? There is a provision in
the covenant which never fails, Psalm 110:3; John 6:37; John
17:2. Reader! it is by the virtue and efficacy of this covenant,
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ordered in all things, and sure; faithful ministers of the LoRD
Jesus, as well as the Apostles in those early ages of the
Church, labor in the word and doctrine; and like the great
father of the faithful, against hope believe in hope, Romans
4:18.

ACTs 6:8-15

And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and
miracles among the people. (9) Then there arose certain of the
synagogue, which is called the synagogue of the Libertines, and
Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia and of Asia,
disputing with Stephen. (10) And they were not able to resist the
wisdom and the spirit by which he spake. (11) Then they
suborned men, which said, We have heard him speak
blasphemous words against Moses, and against God. (12) And
they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and
came upon him, and caught him, and brought him to the council,
(13) And set up false witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not
to speak blasphemous words against this holy place, and the law:
(14) For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall
destroy this place, and shall change the customs which Moses
delivered us. (15) And all that sat in the council, looking
steadfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an
angel.

We here enter upon the interesting history of Stephen, the
first of the seven brethren, in the government of the Church
under the Apostles, and the first martyr in the Church of
CHRIST, after the descent of the HoLy GHOST at Pentecost. It is
evident, that Stephen preached, as well as did wonders and
miracles among the people; for we read, that those who
opposed him, were not able to resist the wisdom and the
spirit, with which he spake. But the most important point for
us to consider is, what blasphemy it was, with which these
foes to CHRIST, and to his people, charged him? | conceive
this to be no unimportant point, For if, as | am inclined to
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believe, Stephen died a martyr to the GODHEAD of the LORD
Jesus, it will throw a light upon this part of the Church's
history, and serve to teach us, that this glorious truth, which
is the very foundation of our holy faith, was then, as in
modern times it hath since been, what infidelity most revolts
at.

If the Reader will gather into one point of view, the several
charges before the council brought against Stephen, and.
consider them a little attentively, he wilt perceive that the
whole together were four in number. First, Blasphemous
words against Moses, Secondly, Against Gob. Thirdly,
Blasphemous words against this holy place, meaning most
probably, the temple; or, perhaps, the city of Jerusalem,
called the holy city in which the temple stood, Matthew 27:53.
And, fourthly, Against the law. Now, by analyzing these
several and distinct charges, and examining them, one by
one, under their respective heads, we shall be enabled to
form a clear apprehension of the ground upon which the
council acted, when stoning Stephen, according to the Jewish
law, for the supposed blasphemy.

And, first, concerning the blasphemous words against Moses.
It is, indeed, an extraordinary, and to this time an unheard of
accusation, to talk of blasphemy against a man. For nothing
can be called blasphemy, except it hath the LorD for its
object. Blasphemy, is peculiarly, and specially, a sin against
Him. But here was the drift of their resentment. Stephen had
said, that the LorD Jesus would change the customs, that is,
the rites, which Moses had delivered to the people. Indeed,
the LorD had done it. Those rites were only shadowy
representations, and CHRIST himself was the substance ; and
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as such, the whole of Moses’s institutions, having
accomplished the end for which they were originally
appointed, did of themselves cease. But, as this doctrine
implied, that Moses was the servant of CHrIST, and
consequently Gob; He who was with the angel, (as he told
them in the following chapter,) when speaking fo Moses from
the bush; (Acts 7:38) the conclusion became undeniable, that
CHRIST was GoD; and this they deemed blasphemy. | pray the
Reader to turn to Hebrews 3:5-6.

The second charge of blasphemy against Gop, could have
been no other than the ascribing divine honors to the LORD
JEsus CHRIST. And if the Reader will in this place, by way of
ascertaining more, clearly the matter of fact, anticipate in
some measure Stephen'’s history, by turning to the close of it,
towards the end of the next chapter, (Acts 7:56-58) he will
immediately perceive, by what this faithful servant of the LorD
then said, how firm his mind must have been in the belief of
CHRIST'S GODHEAD. We there find him exclaiming in a rapture
of holy joy, and regardless of all around him, that he saw the
LORD JESUS in person, as the Shechinah in the Old Testament,
which manifested the presence of the LORD, used to appear;
and nothing could be more decisive in proof, that Stephen
considered CHRIST as GobD. Indeed his enemies themselves so
interpreted Stephen’s words, and as such, unable to suppress
their indignation, they dragged him instantly from before the
council, and stoned him with stones till he died. Nothing,
surely, can be more full in point, that Stephen died a martyr
to the profession of the GODHEAD of CHRIST. See Leviticus 14:6;
Leviticus 14:23; 1 Kings 21:13; Deuteronomy 17:2-7.
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For the third of those charges against Stephen, namely,
blasphemous words in relation to the temple, or the city, we
may consider this as in some degree included in the former,
being by a necessary consequence implicated in it. For, if the
LorD JEsus would destroy the temple, it implied the divinity of
his nature in the deed. Indeed CHRIST had predicted the
destruction of it, Matthew 24:1-2. But then it was for rejecting
him, Luke 19:44. And, therefore, here also was an indirect
acknowledgment of Stephens faith in the GODHEAD of the LORD
JEsus.. Stephen, as a Jew, would have been equally shocked,
as those carnal Jews were, at the idea of any one destroying
their beloved city and temple. But CHRIST as Gob, in the faith
of Stephen, not only reconciled that, and every other event
which the LorD appointed, but gave him an holy joy, in
contemplating the sovereignty of JEsus.

And, /astly, for the fourth of those charges; blasphemous
words against the law; the very introduction of the Gospel, in
superseding the law, became blasphemy in the extreme in the
eyes of a Jew. And as none but He who gave the law could
have authority to do away the law, by so much, while
Stephen asserted that CHRIST would change the customs,
which Moses delivered; plainly he asserted also, that CHRIST
was Gob. So that each, and every one of those charges, to
which they annexed the crime of blasphemy, most evidently
prove their views of the faith of Stephen. He stood forth a
firm champion for the GobHeAD of CHRIST; and it was for this
supposed blasphemy, for which he was stoned. Indeed, in the
very moment of his death, he committed his soul into the
hands of the LoRD JEsus as GobD. LORD Jesus! (said he,) receive
my spirit? Acts 7:59.
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I stay not to notice, (though highly meriting our notice, in
respect to the LORD'S tender regard to his faithful servant,)
what is said in the close of this chapter, of the bright
countenance of Stephen, like an angel, which all in the
council, it is said, beheld. I cannot speak upon it with any
decision. As such, | rather decline any observations, than to
run the hazard of speaking presumptuously. But, | would just
humbly ask, might it not have been similar to the case of
Moses, when in the Mount, Exodus 34:29-30. And, if so, were
not both instances, Moses and Stephen, from the same LORD
JEsus? But, as Gobp the HoLy GHoST hath not been pleased to
record any thing further than the fact itself, it becomes us not
to enquire. But of one point we are taught, and in which we
cannot err. Stephen was here engaged in his LORD'S cause;
and for the testimony of Jesus, he was brought before the
council. Hence CHRIST’s promise, Luke 21:12-15. Very blessed
is it, therefore, to discover, as in the case of Stephen, that a
suited grace is always dispensed, as the circumstances of the
LorD's tried ones shall require. As thy aday is, thy strength
shall be. Reader! let you and | take occasion from this view of
Stephen, to calculate upon it for every hour of need, and
especially like his, for the hour of death. Oh! for the LORD in
that season to be eminently present, as he assuredly will, with
all his redeemed. LorD! /ift thou up the light of thy
countenance upon my soul! that when | awake up, 1 shall be
satisfied with thy Ilikeness, and behold thy face in
righteousness!

REFLECTIONS
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ReaDER! ponder well even in this golden age of the Church,
how tarnished with abuse the LORD'S mercies were, when
murmurings arose from partial ministrations of the good
things of Gob's providences. Behold from it, my soul, and
learn what a mass of corruption, the unrenewed part of our
fallen nature is, and what a handle Satan makes of it to
interrupt the peace of the Church! But learn also, how the
LorD the SpiIrRIT takes occasion therefrom, to raise
improvements for his people. The appointment of inferior
officers in the Church of CHRIST, took its rise from hence. And
in how many instances, have they since that time, proved a
blessing. But what a sweet relief ought such views of the
imperfection of the best of Churches bring to the mind, in the
recollection, that amidst all the errors of men, the LorD's truth
is the same; and, however brethren, through the infirmity of a
fallen nature, may neglect one another; JESUs never
overlooks, or neglects his people. Precious LORD JEsus! let me
never lose sight of this.

Happy and prosperous is that Church of CHRIST, where men of
good report, and full of the HoLy GHOST, minister in her
government, and are helpful to the LorD's family. And blessed
must be those ordinances, where faithful pastors, like the
Apostles, give themselves continually to prayer, and to the
ministry of the word. Not serving tables, and mingling with
the carnal, and learning their works; neither as being lords
over GobD's heritage; but being ensamples to the flock, in
word, in conversation, in faith, in charity.

Oh! for the faith of Stephen, to be valiant for the truth, amidst
all the libertines of the present day. Jesus will own and bless
all such. Their witness is in heaven, and their record on high.
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And, though a brightness like that of Stephen, may not,
because it is needed not, shine upon their countenances, to
the view of their foes; yet, the LorD will cause their eyes to be
so directed to Him in faith, that their souls will be enlightened,
and their faces shall not be ashamed.

CHAPTER 7

CONTENTS

The History of Stephen /s continued. He preacheth before the
Council; Is interrupted in the Midst of his Discourse by his
Enemies, dragged forth from before the Council, and stoned.

Acts 7:1
Then said the high priest, Are these things so?

The chapter opens with the demand of the high priest, that
Stephen should answer to the charges brought against him;
or rather, he takes the matter as already granted, and saith,
are these things so? Not in the least overawed by the
wonderful sight, which he, and all that sat in the council saw,
(as related in the foregoing chapter,) in the glory like an angel
on Stephen's countenance; the faithful servant of the LORD,
was, in the mind of this time-serving high priest, already
condemned. He only waited to hear somewhat, which might,
with a little more plausibility, call forth his sentence. Under
these impressions, he cried out, as with an holy indignation,
are these things so?

ACTS 7:2-16
And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers, hearken; The God of
glory appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in
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Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran, (3) And said unto him,
Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into
the land which 1 shall show thee. (4) Then came he out of the
land of the Chaldeans, and dwelt in Haran: and from thence,
when his father was dead, he removed him into this land, wherein
ye now dwell. (5) And he gave him none inheritance in it, no, not
so much as to set his foot on: yet he promised that he would give
it to him for a possession, and to his seed after him, when as yet
he had no child. (6) And God spake on this wise, That his seed
should sojourn in a strange land; and that they should bring them
into bondage, and entreat them evil four hundred years. (7) And
the nation to whom they shall be in bondage will | judge, said
God: and after that shall they come forth, and serve me in this
place. (8) And he gave him the covenant of circumcision: and so
Abraham begat Isaac, and circumcised him the eighth day; and
Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs. (9)
And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but
God was with him, (10) And delivered him out of all his
afflictions, and gave him favor and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh
king of Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and all his
house. (11) Now there came a dearth over all the land of Egypt
and Canaan, and great affliction: and our fathers found no
sustenance. (12) But when Jacob heard that there was corn in
Egypt, he sent out our fathers first. (13) And at the second time
Joseph was made known to his brethren; and Joseph's kindred
was made known unto Pharaoh. (14) Then sent Joseph, and
called his father Jacob to him, and all his kindred, threescore and
fifteen souls. (15) So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he,
and our fathers, (16) And were carried over into Shechem, and
laid in the sepulcher that Abraham bought for a sum of money of
the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem.

We have reason to bless Gob the HoLy GHoST, not only for the
occasion which gave rise to this precious discourse of
Stephen, but for causing it to be recorded. For, although we
have the whole history before, in the word of Gob; yet the
manner in which Stephen, under the full impressions of the
HoLy GHosT, (see Acts 6:5 and Acts 7:55) delivered this
sermon, hath thrown a light upon some parts of it, in a most

84



The Poor Man’s New Testament Commentary Robert Hawker

blessed and interesting manner, and which | hope the LorD
will enable us to perceive, as we prosecute the subject.

Stephen begins in a respectful manner, such as became him.
For, although the present Sanhedrim was composed of very
different characters from those holy men of old, which, at the
first institution of the order were appointed and consecrated
of Gob; (compare Numbers 11:16-17 with Acts 4:5-7, see also
the Commentary on those verses) yet the order was the
same, being of the LorD's appointment. And this holds good in
all ages, and upon all occasions, Romans 13:1. | admire the
expression Stephen useth, when he calleth the LorDp, the Gob
of glory. And 1 would humbly ask, whether Stephen did not
mean the same glorious Person as appeared to Moses in the
bush, and which he takes notice of in his discourse, (Acts
7:30) For the appearing to Abraham at the time Stephen
speaks of, and the appearing to Moses in the after age of the
Church, at the bush, were both on the same covenant
concern; and in both, the LorD called himself by the same
name, Genesis 15:18; Exodus 3:6. And who this glorious
person was, cannot be far to learn. Stephen himself hath
explained, (Acts 7:38) He calls him the angel which spake to
Moses in the mount. Now that angel which spake to Moses in
the mount, expressly called himself JEHovAH. See Exodus 3:6.
And CHRIST is both the covenant himself, and the angel or
messenger of the covenant, Isaiah 42:6; Malachi 3:1. And had
this not been the case, in both these transactions, with
Abraham and Moses, as well as upon numberless other
occasions, when this angel is said by Stephen, (Acts 7:38) to
have spake not only to Moses, but to our fathers, how could
the LorD Jesus tell the Jews, as he did tell them, that they had
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never heard the FATHER'S voice at any time, nor seen his
shape? John 5:37. It appears to me | confess, that this
decision of the LorD Jesus becomes an unanswerable
argument, (in addition to the many other -collateral
testimonies we have,) that both the manifestations and
words, which were made to the old Church before the
incarnation of CHRIST, were by Him, who in the fulness of
time, was to openly tabernacle, in substance of our flesh,
among his people, and intended as so many intimations, to
keep alive the expectation of that glorious event, in the minds
of the LORD's people.

Stephen having thus opened his subject at that part, where
alone it could be opened, beginning with the Gob of glory, he
takes up the history of the Church at the revelation of the
covenant with Abraham, and refers his hearers to the well-
known circumstances of the opening of that Covenant-
transaction, in the call of Abraham. | need not follow Stephen
through the whole of what he hath rehearsed within the
compass of those few verses. The whole particulars are all
upon record in the life of the patriarch. But | would rather call
upon my Reader to remark with me, the several very
interesting things Stephen hath stated, in respect to
Abraham; and which, more or less, belong to all Abraham'’s
seed, which are also heirs according to the promise, Galatians
3:29.

The LorD called Abraham from his father's house, and from
his kindred. The LorD, though promising to give the land, to
which he called him for an inheritance to him, and to his seed
after him; yet for a long space gave him no possession there,
no not a foot's breadth. The LorD, though promising that his
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seed should be as the stars of the heaven for multitude, yet,
for many a year, suffered him to go childless, Genesis 15:1-6.
And even when /shmael/ was born, the LORD taught him, that
this son of the bondwoman, was not the heir, in whom the
promise was to be vested, and from whose seed after the
flesh the promised seed should come, Genesis 17:18-21.

Pause, Reader, and contemplate the subject spiritually as it is
with all the LorD's people; and then say, are not Abraham’s
children, after the faith, more or less, exercised the same?
The call of Abraham was a pattern how the LoRD, in after
ages, would call the spiritual offspring of his dear Son, Isaiah
44:3-5. They are also called, from their father's house, and
from their kindred, in the Adam-nature of a fallen state; and
are commanded to forget their own people, and their father's
house, when sovereign grace hath opened their eyes to a
sense of sin, and a desire of salvation, Psalm 45:10. And as
Abraham, at the call of Gob, went out not knowing whither he
went: so Abraham’s seed are exercised the same way. By
faith like him they are going forth in the strength of CHRIsT,
looking for a city which hath founaations whose builder and
Maker /s Gob, Hebrews 11:8-10. And how sweet are
discovered, in the after fruits of faith, the many exercises of
the LoRD's tried ones? There can be no real trust in the LoRrRD
without faith, Hebrews 11:6. Untried faith is in reality no faith.
While the LORD acts only as a promising Gob; our knowledge
of Him, and our dependance upon Him, can only be by faith.
But when this promising Gob becomes a performing Gop, faith
then is lost in enjoyment. So that in fact, during the time of
waiting, is the only time for the exercise of this precious gift
of a Covenant Gobp in CHRIST. And, Reader! let me detain you
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one moment longer to observe, that it is on this account faith
is so highly spoken of by Gobp the HoLy GHosT, in his blessed
word. We read of the precious blood of CHrisT, 1 Peter 1:19.
Of the exceeding great and precious promises, 2 Peter 1:4.
And with these (wonderful to tell) is named, precious faith
also, more precious than gold, 1 Peter 1:7. And what can be
more precious, as a fruit, and effect, of the LORD's grace in
the heart of his redeemed, than when a child of Gob, like
Abraham, the great father of the faithful, against hope is
enabled to believe in hope, Romans 4:8. Oh! for grace to be
so wholly emptied of self, as to be always living ypon CHRIST,
walking with CHRIST, and trusting in CHRIST! Sweet faith! LORD
increase our faith! See 1 Peter 1:7 and Commentary.

In prosecuting Stephen’s sermon, | would beg the Reader to
observe with me, how this faithful servant of the LORD takes
notice of the LORD's grace, in giving Abraham the outlines of
the Covenant, which was to run on so many hundred years
before the promised seed should come, to whom the promise
was made, and in whom the whole was to be fulfilled. There
is somewhat very blessed in this; and merits our concern.
Abraham himself was not to live to see the accomplishment.
Neither /saac, nor Jacob, the heirs with him of the promise.
Neither the patriarchs which followed. But what of that?
Though so long an interval was to take place, the thing was
the same: and the promise itself certain and sure. The
Covenant of circumcision was appointed as an outward sign,
or seal, to carry on the assurance of it from father to son.
Hence, with this scriptural rite, the Patriarchs handed down in
successive generations, this great promise of Gob, as more
precious, yea, infinitely more precious, as the blessed Charter
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of grace, than rich men transmit to their heirs the titles of
their estates, and all their perishing treasures.

And these things induced in the hearts of the Patriarchs,
through divine teaching, an holy familiarity and acquaintance
with the person, work, and glory of CHRIST the promised seed.
Abraham saw the day of CHRIST afar off, rejoiced, and was
glad, John 8:56. /saac lived and died, in the full assurance,
not only of his own personal interest in the same, but that /n
him the promised seed should be called: and by faith, blessed
Jacob and Esau, concerning things to come, Hebrews 11:18-
20. (See Commentary there.) And no less Jacob, when He
was a dying, by faith, in the same glorious expectation,
blessed both the sons of Joseph, and worshipped, leaning
upon the top of his staff, Hebrews 11:21. In short, so did all
the fathers in succession. They all lived, and they all died, as
they had lived, /in faith, not having received the promises, but
having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and
embraced them. They cherished the blessed hope; carried it
about with them wherever they went, as in their arms, and
wore it close to their heart. And thus, the father to the
children made known the LORD's truth! Isaiah 38:19. See also

Reader! do not dismiss this part of Stephen’s sermon, in the
view of the patriarchs, and their faith in CHrIST, without first
enquiring whether you are among the followers of them, who
now through faith and patience inherit the promises.
Remember, that the promise to which these holy men of old
looked, and which they died in the full assurance of, hath
been for many hundred years since fulfilled, in the person and
work of the LorD JEsus CHRIST. And now in the possession of
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those blessed truths, which their faith had in view, but which
we have seen accomplished; our faith is now exercised, in
looking forward to the sure expectation of all these blessings,
resulting from the whole, in grace here, and glory hereafter.
Reader! it is precious faith, when we rejoice in hope of the
glory of Gob, Romans 5:2.

I pass over the several records of the Patriarchs, in what
Stephen hath just glanced at in those verses, of their going
down into Egypt. For, although the events themselves are
highly interesting, and would well recompense a long and
close attention to them; yet they would far exceed the limits |
am constrained to observe, in this Poor Man's Commentary.

ACTs 7:17-29

But when the time of the promise drew nigh, which God had
sworn to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt, (18)
Till another king arose, which knew not Joseph. (19) The same
dealt subtlety with our kindred, and evil entreated our fathers, so
that they cast out their young children, to the end they might not
live. (20) In which time Moses was born, and was exceeding fair,
and nourished up in his father's house three months: (21) And
when he was cast out, Pharaoh's daughter took him up, and
nourished him for her own son. (22) And Moses was learned in
all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in
deeds. (23) And when he was full forty years old, it came into
his heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel. (24) And
seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended him, and avenged
him that was oppressed, and smote the Egyptian: (25) For he
supposed his brethren would have understood how that God by
his hand would deliver them: but they understood not. (26) And
the next day he showed himself unto them as they strove, and
would have set them at one again, saying, Sirs, ye are brethren;
why do ye wrong one to another? (27) But he that did his
neighbor wrong thrust him away, saying, Who made thee a ruler
and a judge over us? (28) Wilt thou kill me, as thou didst the
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Egyptian yesterday? (29) Then fled Moses at this saying, and
was a stranger in the land of Midian, where he begat two sons.

The time of the promise here alluded to, doth not mean the
coming of the promised seed; for this was yet far remote: but
the promise, which was to take place, at the end of the four
hundred years,; when the LorD would deliver his people out of
the afflictions of Egypt, and judge that nation (Acts 7:6-7).
And how exact the LOrRD was to his promise, the HoLy GHOST
hath caused it to be recorded, with peculiar marks of
distinction; and enjoined the perpetual remembrance of it in
his Church, Exodus 12:41-42. If the Reader finds some little
difficulty to reconcile the two different dates of years spoken
of on this occasion; that difficulty will cease, by recollecting
that the commencement of reckoning, doth not begin at the
oppressions of Egypt over [srael, for those cruelties were not
exercised until after the death of Joseph. And indeed, the
whole sojourning of Israel in Egypt, could not have been more
than two hundred and forty years, See Genesis 25:26;
Genesis 47:9; Genesis 50:26. But when, as in this Chapter,
and at the promise first given, Genesis 15:13; Genesis 15:16,
we are to reckon four hundred years; the account of
reckoning begins after the birth of /saac. And for the thirty
years the account is taken from Abraham’s first sojourning in
Egypt, Genesis 12:10 with Exodus 12:40.

The deliverance of /srael from Egypt, beside the history as a
matter of fact, and beside the personal mercy of the
redemption, to the children of Gop then,; was a sweet type of
the LorD's Israel now, and in all ages of the Church; being
brought out of the Egypt of sin, by the Person, work, and
glory, of the LorD Jesus CHRIST. In all, and every instance of
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the Church's bondage, Gob in Covenant speaks over again the
same words, as he graciously said to Abraham. The nation to
whom they shall be in bondage will 1 judge, said Gob. They
shall come forth, and serve me! What a reviving thought to
bondage souls!

If 1 detain the Reader for a moment in this place, it shall only
be to remark, what a beautiful type of the LORD JESUs Moses
was, in numberless instances, in relation to his Church and
people. The HoLy GHOST, by his servant Paul/, in his Epistle to
the Hebrews; Hebrews 3 and Hebrews 11, hath thrown great
light upon this Scripture history, concerning Moses and the
Church; and especially, in relation to his being in many points,
a type as well as a servant of his AlImighty LORD and SAVIOR.

One feature, | particularly beg to notice to the Reader,
concerning this man, which to me 1 confess is striking.
Stephen saith, in his account of him that he supposed his
brethren would have understood, how that Gop by his hand
would deliver them. Now, we find no notice taken of this
apprehension in the mind of Moses, in the history which we
have of him at large in Exodus. Nay, on the contrary, when in
the after days of Moses’s life, and when at the bush, the LorD
called him to this service, we find a strong reluctancy on the
part of Moses, to go upon so arduous an undertaking. It was
very gracious, therefore, in Gob the HoLy GHOST, to put it into
the heart and mouth of Stephen, to tell the Church this
concerning Moses, for it. opens a very interesting train of
thoughts in the mind, and which under divine teaching,
cannot fail of becoming highly profitable. In the relation we
have of Moses’ history, Exodus 2:10-11, the chasm, from
Moses being brought from the time of nursing by Pharaoh’s
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daughter, to his being grown, is not filled in with any date;
and we are left to form our own conjectures, how long it
might have been from his being brought to Pharaoh’s
daughter, to the time that it came into his heart to visit his
brethren. But the LorD the SPIRIT was pleased to think it
important, that the Church should know; and therefore by
Stephen we are told, that he was forty years old, when this
event took place. Here then evidently we behold, the first
impulse breaking out in the mind of Moses under the LorD, of
his relationship to /srael/, and that Israel in CHRIST, And | pray
the Reader yet further to remark, the very words which Gob
the HoLy GHosT useth, for they are striking: /it came into his
heart, to visit his brethren. How? | would humbly ask, but by
the SpIRIT of the LorRD. He was now in the Court of Pharaoh.
An adopted son of the King's daughter. But Moses, though all
this while, for forty years, insensible as it should seem, to the
afflictions of his people; yet could not but know himself by the
marks of circumcision in his flesh of the seed of Abraham.
These things were smothered, hid away, from the
observation, or knowledge even of those in the Court of
Pharaoh, who knew his origin; yea, probably Moses would
have wished while unawakened by grace, to have forgotten
them himself. But, when the LORD put it in his heart, he felt
the full tide of /srae/'s stream, in love to return; and from the
same Almighty teaching drew conclusions, that the Gobp of
Abraham, which prompted him to deliver his oppressed
brethren, must have taught them also! Reader! what a train
of the most precious thoughts arise from hence, in proof of
grace-union in CHRIST, and sometimes breaking out in a way
perfectly undescribable, in confirmation of it, even before any
open work is wrought in the soul by regeneration, as in the
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instance of Moses, to make us sensible whose we are, and to
whom we belong! Reader! Is it not sweet to you? It is to me
indeed!

AcTts 7:30-50

And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the
wilderness of mount Sinai an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in
a bush. (31) When Moses saw it, he wondered at the sight: and
as he drew near to behold it, the voice of the Lord came unto him,
(32) Saying, | am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham,
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. Then Moses
trembled, and durst not behold. (33) Then said the Lord to him,
Put off thy shoes from thy feet: for the place where thou standest
is holy ground. (34) | have seen, | have seen the affliction of my
people which is in Egypt, and | have heard their groaning, and am
come down to deliver them. And now come, | will send thee into
Egypt. (35) This Moses whom they refused, saying, Who made
thee a ruler and a judge? the same did God send to be a ruler and
a deliverer by the hand of the angel which appeared to him in the
bush. (36) He brought them out, after that he had showed
wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, and in the Red sea, and in
the wilderness forty years. (37) This is that Moses, which said
unto the children of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise
up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear.
(38) This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the
angel which spake to him in the mount Sinai, and with our
fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us: (39) To
whom our fathers would not obey, but thrust him from them, and
in their hearts turned back again into Egypt, (40) Saying unto
Aaron, Make us gods to go before us: for as for this Moses, which
brought us out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become
of him. (41) And they made a calf in those days, and offered
sacrifice unto the idol, and rejoiced in the works of their own
hands. (42) Then God turned, and gave them up to worship the
host of heaven; as it is written in the book of the prophets, O ye
house of Israel, have ye offered to me slain beasts and sacrifices
by the space of forty years in the wilderness? (43) Yea, ye took
up the tabernacle of Moloch, and the star of your god Remphan,
figures which ye made to worship them: and | will carry you away
beyond Babylon. (44) Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness
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in the wilderness, as he had appointed, speaking unto Moses, that
he should make it according to the fashion that he had seen. (45)
Which also our fathers that came after brought in with Joshua into
the possession of the Gentiles, whom God drove out before the
face of our fathers, unto the days of David; (46) Who found
favor before God, and desired to find a tabernacle for the God of
Jacob. (47) But Solomon built him a house. (48) Howbeit the
most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the
prophet, (49) Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool:
what house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is the place
of my rest? (50) Hath not my hand made all these things?

Reader! pause to remark, a second forty years in the life of
Moses had run out, before those visions of Gob began, which
took place at the bush. What a wonder-working Gob is Israel's
Gop, in relation to his dealings with his people? We find, that
at all ages, at all occasions, and in all departments of life, the
manifestations of his love, in the first calls of his grace, have
been, and still are, made known. No time, no place, nor
circumstances, can preclude their operation. The charter of
grace runs in very certain terms: A/ that the FATHER giveth me
shall come to me, John 6:37. In that day that the great
trumpet shall be blown, they shall come which were ready to
perish, lsaiah 27:13.

I have already, in the opening of this Chapter, made it appear
very plain, that it was the SoN of Gob which spake fo Moses
from the bush: (see verses 2—16. and the Comment upon the
passage:) but in this place I would beg to add a short
observation further. The inspired writer of the book of
Exodus, (Exodus 3:4) saith, that Gob called unto him out of
the midst of the bush. And here Stephen confirms the same,
when he saith, that the words spoken were in a Covenant
manifestation, as the Gobp of Abraham, and the GoD of Isaac,
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and the Gob of Jacob. So that it was not simply Gob, but Gob
in Covenant; not only the glory of Gop in the person of
CHRIST, but the glory of Gob's grace in him, John 1:18. And |
would not have the Reader overlook, or forget, that this
manifestation had such a strong and lasting impression on the
mind of Moses, that when he came to die, and as he blessed
the tribes of Israel before his death, he dwelt with more
affection upon this discovery of Covenant-love to his soul at
the bush, than upon any other circumstance in his whole
eventful life. As he pronounced his dying benediction, (and
which was partly prophetical,) upon the tribe of Joseph, the
blessings he prayed for were all founded /n the good will of
Him that adwelt in the bush: Deuteronomy 33:16, meaning
Gop in flesh; CHrIST sealing all the blessings of the Covenant.
Moses, by faith, beheld the Son of Gop then in our nature, as
in a bush not consumed, because GobD dwelt in it: and
finishing in that nature the whole purposes of redemption.
Reader! first impressions of GobD's revelations in CHRIST are
precious things. A child of Gop will think of them with holy
joy, in the /ast hours of his dwelling in a body of flesh. And
not unfrequently will they arise warm in the soul, when all the
powers of nature are growing cold in approaching death.

One word more on this passage. When the LORD speaks of
having seen the affliction of his people in £gypt, having heard
their groanings, knew their sorrows, and was come down to
deliver them; in the commission given to Moses, we must look
to an infinitely greater than Moses, and behold the LORD JESUS
CHRIST. It is Jesus which is come down to deliver his people,
from more than the Egyptian state of bondage, even from the
captivity of sin and hell, and everlasting destruction. And the
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LoRD's people are indeed his people, by every tye which can
make them so; from the everlasting betrothing of the Church,
through all the time-state of the present existence, and
leading into the eternity, which is to follow.

I admire the grace of the LoRD, in repeating the assurance, of
having perfect knowledge of his peoples' sorrows. / have
seen, | have seen the affliction of my people which is in
Egypt. Reader! think how since that period, the LorD hath
given his Church a more palpable conviction, of the interest
he takes in all that concerns his redeemed; in not only
knowing, and seeing their afflictions, but by a fellow-feeling,
taking part with them in all that belongs to them. Whoso
toucheth you, toucheth the apple of his eye, Zechariah 2:8. In
all their affliction, he is afflicted, 1saiah 63:9; Hebrews 5:1-2.

And there is a world of tenderness in the expression, my
people. For it not only implies a peculiarity, whereby they
differ from all the world beside; but a property, a right, which
in every point, distinguishes them from every other nation
under heaven. It is indeed a name, to signify the LORD's right
in them, and their right in all that belongs to the LorD, by
virtue of their relationship, and a oneness of nature in him.
Sweetly sung the Church to this union, when she said, / am
my beloved's, and my beloved /s mine. Song of Solomon 6:3.

| forbear to enlarge on the several other parts which Stephen
brings forward, in reciting the outlines of the history of the
Church. Indeed it cannot be necessary, as the word of Gob
hath the whole very largely set forth, in its proper place. And
the subject is too plain to need a comment. If the Reader
wishes any further scriptural testimony, in confirmation, I
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would recommend him, to consult some, or all, of the
following scriptures, Exodus 19:3; Exodus 19:9-10; Exodus
20:2; Deuteronomy 5:2-4; Exodus 33:11; Psalm 83:18;
Exodus 24:18; 1 Kings 8:27 Isaiah 66:2-13.

AcCTs 7:51-60

Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always
resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. (52) Which
of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have
slain them which showed before of the coming of the Just One; of
whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers: (53) Who
have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not
kept it. (54) When they heard these things, they were cut to the
heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth. (55) But he,
being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly into heaven,
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of
God, (56) And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the
Son of man standing on the right hand of God. (57) Then they
cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon
him with one accord, (58) And cast him out of the city, and
stoned him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a young
man's feet, whose name was Saul. (59) And they stoned
Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.  (60) And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice,
Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this,
he fell asleep.

I beg the Reader to be very particular, in observing the
charge which Stephen brings, of his opponents' resisting the
Person, and offices of the HoLy GHoST. And | no less beg of
him to observe, that he brings the same charge against their
fathers. Hence, it will undeniably follow, that it was Gob the
HoLy GHosT, who presided over the Church, as well under the
Old Testament, as the New. The Reader should carefully
cherish those sweet testimonies, to the Almighty agency of
the HoLy GHosT; (and especially in an age like the present,) as
peculiarly blessed. And | pray the Reader to observe, how

98



The Poor Man’s New Testament Commentary Robert Hawker

blessedly and decidedly Stephen speaks, to the character of
the LorD JEsus, when calling him the Just One,; a well known
name among the Israelites, of the Messiah, Zephaniah 3:5;
Zechariah 9:9; Acts 3:14; Acts 2:1414.

Let the Reader remark, for it is well worthy to be remarked,
how very differently this sermon of Stephen’s wrought, from
that of Peter’s, on the day of Pentecost, Acts 2:37. Here, the
bitterness of their hearts was so great, that it could not be
concealed, for they gnashed upon him with their teeth. 7here,
the blessed contrition which followed shewed itself, in an
earnest cry of the soul; Men and brethren what shall we do?
And doth not the Reader immediately discover the cause?
Stephen’s sermon was not a Jot more pointed than Peter’s;
for in both, they were charged with murdering CHRIST, Acts
2:23, But the mighty difference, in the effect of the
preaching, arose from the work of Gob the HoLy GHOST, in the
one instance; and the want of that Almighty work, in the
other. Here lay all the difference. And, as Stephen told his
auditory, this was the cause all along, with their fathers, as
with them, resisting the HoLy GHOST. | very earnestly beg the
Reader to consider well the subject. If men, and especially
ministers, were but truly sensible of those things, with what
earnestness would they seek the influences of the HoLy SPIRIT,
from whose grace alone it is, that the word preached, can
become profitable in them that hear it. Oh! thou Almighty
LorD of thy Church! do thou direct my heart into the love of
Gobp, and into the patient waiting for CHRIST, 2 Thessalonians
3:5.

There are many very blessed and precious things, in this
closing scene of the death of Stephen, highly meriting our
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closest attention; but I can only detain the Reader to mention
them. His being full of the HoLy GHOST means, fresh
manifestations and renewings of the HoLy GHosT, shed upon
him more abundantly, to prepare him for the cruel and painful
death, which he was called to. It is not without a well-
founded hope, (and this example serves in proof,) that special
and peculiar exercises of the LORD's people are supported,
with more than ordinary grace. A dying hour, is sometimes
eminently sanctified with living enjoyments in the LORD,
Deuteronomy 33:25; Zechariah 14:6-7. What a gracious act of
the LoRrD JEsus, was this manifestation of himself to Stephen,
in such a moment? | pray the Reader both to mark the grace
of the LorD to his servant; and no less to consider the
revelation thereby made to the Church, as it really is, the
fullest confirmation of his eternal power and GODHEAD, Let the
Reader notice, how Stephen speaks of him, in his Mediator-
character and office, while describing him as the Shechinah,
in proof of his divine nature. And | beg him not to overlook
the LORD's posture of standing; as if in readiness, both to
receive Stephen to his arms, and to execute judgment upon
his enemies. And | request the Reader the rather to notice
this posture of the LoRD JESus, because, as far as | recollect,
after the ascension of JEsus he is always spoken of as sitting,
to receive his people, and to behold the destruction of his
foes, Mark 16:19; Psalm 110:1. For the right hand of Gop. See
Ephesians 1:20.

I have already (Chapter 6) stated the circumstances relating
to the stoning of Stephen, as a full, and decided testimony, in
proof that he died a martyr, for his asserting the GODHEAD of
CHRIST. Hence | add nothing further on that subject in this
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place. But | must detain the Reader, to call his attention for
a moment, to what is said of Sau/, who afterwards became
the great Apostle Paul. This is the first account we have of
him in Scripture. And here we find him, noted by the HoLy
GHosT, as receiving the clothes of the witnesses, which stoned
Stephen. Paul himself, when afterwards speaking of this awful
transaction, saith, that he was standing by, and consenting
unto his death and kept the raiment of them that slew him,
Acts 22:19-20. Reader! what did the grace of Gob accomplish
in this man ? And what cannot the same grace accomplish in
every heart of his people? How sweetly the Chapter closeth,
in the relation of the death of Stephen? A loud voice like his
Lorp! And the humble imitation of the LoRD's example,
praying for his murderers! And was not CHRIST’s prayer heard,
and answered on the day of Pentecost! Acts 2:36-37. And in
the conversion of Paul, was Stephen’s prayer forgotten
Reader! mark the expression of the HoLy GHOsT, respecting
Stephen's death: he fell asleep. Remember! it is the language
of Gobp the SpIRIT, when speaking of the dead, which die in
the LORD, to say, fe fell asleep. Oh! how different, both in life,
and death, are the living and dying in the LorD, from those
who know not CHRIST! The dead in CHRIST are as much in
union with CHRIST in death as life. For though death changeth
the place, yet not the state. 7hey sleep in Jesus! 1
Thessalonians 4:14; Revelation 14:3; Romans 14:8-9. And
mark Stephen’s last words. Calling upon Gob and saying LORD
JESus. So then, Jesus is Gob.

REFLECTIONS
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READER! let you and | bless Gobp the SpiriT, for this most
precious sermon of his servant Stephen. Surely Gob the HoLy
GHosT would not have caused it to have been so fully
recorded, (since we have already the whole subject contained
in it, at large in the scriptures before written,) had not this
Almighty Teacher in the Church intended from it some sweet
instructions, and which are here very particularly set forth. It
is our mercy therefore to attend to them, and bless the LORD
for his grace in giving them. And what a light is thrown upon
the history of Moses, by Stephen's sermon, in that part of it
(which without this information we should not have known,)
of his early apprehension, that the LorD would use him, as an
instrument, for the delivery of his brethren? And what a
blessed proof we draw from Stephen’'s sermon, in addition to
the other relations we have in Scripture, that it was the LORD
JEsus, which spake to Moses from the bush. Reader! these are
sweet things. May you and | learn to prize them very highly;
and bless Gobp the HoLy GHosT, /n7 having given them to us, by
his servant Stephen.

Precious LORD JEsus! be thou eternally loved, and praised, for
the grace manifested to thy dying martyr, in such a season of
peculiar trial. Oh! let thine whole Church, from age to age, be
refreshed in the sweet assurance, such a memorable instance
affords, of thy continual presence with thy people. May my
soul, and the souls of all thy redeemed, learn f