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THE USE OF THE BOW
NO. 1694

DELIVERED AT THE THURSDAY EVENING LECTURE,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“And David lamented with this lamentation over Saul and over
Jonathan his son: (Also he bade them teach the children of
Judah the use of the bow: behold, it is written in
the book of Jasher).”

2 Samuel 1:17, 18.

THE translators have acted very properly in inserting the words, “the
use of,” for that is what the passage means. But if you read it without
those words, the sense is still the same— “He bade them teach the chil-
dren of Judah the bow,” that is to say, how to use the bow. In modern
times, critics have said that by the expression, “the bow,” is meant the
song which David composed. And to sustain their notion, they quote
from the Koran of Mahomet in which they tell us that there is a certain
chapter called, “the Bow,” and, therefore, David called his song, “the
bow,” as if so late an instance of oriental usage was at all to the point. I
declare that there is nothing whatever in Scripture to justify the state-
ment that the words, “the bow,” can be applied to David’s lament!

No doubt, some of the Psalms have titles given to them, but there is
never an instance of a Psalm being quoted by its title. It is quoted by its
number, never by its name. I accept the passage as our learned transla-
tors understood it—David bade them teach the children of Judah the
bow. If any enquire, “What, then, is the connection? Why should David
teach the people the use of the bow because Saul and Jonathan were
slain? Why is the military order concerning the use of a certain instru-
ment of war inserted here, when the passage is full of lamentation?” If
any ask, I say, I answer most fitly, as I shall have to show you—it was
the best memorial of that skillful archer, Jonathan, and of the other
princes who had fallen by the arrows of the Philistines, that from the dis-
astrous day of their slaughter, David caused his own tribe, over which he
had chief power, to be trained in the use of that special weapon of war.

I. But now to our work. From my text I want to gather a few useful
lessons. And the first is this—ACTIVITY IS A VALUABLE SOLACE FOR
SORROW. The people were very grieved, for Saul and Jonathan, the king
and the crown prince, were slain. David indulges their grief—he writes
them a plaintive song which the daughters of Israel may sing. But to take
their minds off their distress, he, at the same time, issues the order to
teach the children of Judah the use of the bow—for activity is an effec-
tual remedy in the time of sorrow. Certainly the opposite of it would tend
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towards blank despair. Are any of you in great grief? Have you suffered a
supreme loss?

Do not be tempted to brood over your affliction and to think that you
ought to be excused from further service! Do not shut yourself up to
meditate upon the great ill that has befallen you, so as to nurse your
wrath against God. This can do you no good whatever! Rather imitate
David, who, when his child was sick, fasted and prayed, but when it was
dead, went into the house and ate bread, for he said, “Can I bring him
back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.” I beseech
you do not fall under the temptation of Satan to cease from your daily ac-
tivity—and especially from any holy service in which you are engaged for
Christ.

It may be that your sorrow is not a bereavement, but disappointment
in your work. You have not won those souls that you looked to win and,
some that you thought were converted, have gone back. And now Satan
tempts you to do no more—never to cast the net again, for you have
toiled all night and taken nothing—never to sow again, for you have
wasted your seed by the highway, and birds have devoured it. This is a
suggestion of the Evil One. It will lead you into deeper anguish. I would
say to you, O mourner, get up from the couch of ease! Shake yourself
from the dust, O virgin daughter of Zion! Sit not down upon the dunghill
in your grief, but bestir yourself, lest you sink into blacker woe and your
bitterness become as wormwood and galll While inaction will lead into
blank despair, I am certain that work distracts the mind from the sad
point upon which it is apt to thrust itself.

Nothing is more healthy than to have work to do. I have seen persons
of leisure give way, most terribly, in the case of the loss of children. While
I have known laboring people, who, I believe, have been as sensitive in
heart, who have kept up bravely. Under God, I have attributed the differ-
ence to the fact that the poor woman must go to earn her daily bread, or
must get about her domestic duties whatever happens, and the poor
man must do his daily task, or else the family will be in need. Thus, toil
has proved to be a blessed necessity by withdrawing the mind from the
sorrow which would have engrossed it. You have heard of Alexander
Cruden. Perhaps you do not know that he was crossed in love and met
with certain other trials which drove him nearly mad—and yet Alexander
Cruden did not become insane, for he engaged upon the immense work
of forming a concordance of sacred Scripture—which concordance has
become the great instrument by which we search the Word of God. This
work kept him from becoming altogether insane. If I had to prescribe to
“a mind diseased,” I would say, “Enter upon good work and keep at it.”

Dear Friends, if you are in trouble and Satan tempts you to get alone
and to cease from the work of the Lord, resist the injurious suggestion!
God the Holy Spirit is most likely to comfort you and to apply the pre-
cious promises of His Word to your soul if you pursue your Master’s
work with all your heart. Attend to His business and He will attend to
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your business! Tell poor sinners about His wounds and He will bind up
yours. Forget your cross in His! Forget your griefs in the griefs of the
sons of men who are perishing for lack of knowledge—and you shall find
the readiest way to consolation. A valuable solace for sorrow is activity,
especially, I think, in reference to new work. It will help you much if a
new trouble suggests to you new service. Old work does not always take
the mind off from its vexatious, for we are apt to do it mechanically and
as a matter of routine. But something altogether fresh will aid us sweetly
to forget our trial.

Oh, to strike out some new path! To invent new honors for Jesus, new
enterprises for His Kingdom, new attractions for His Gospel—this will
help to charm away our grief! With many, the doing of any kind of service
for Christ will be quite a novelty. I grieve to say it. These people are de-
sponding. I am not so grieved at that, because if any man will not work,
neither shall he eat. And if a Christian will not serve his Master, he shall
not feast with the King’s worthies. Oh, how much of joy many of you
miss by not doing more for the poor, more for the ignorant, more for
Christ!

The poet, Rogers, tells us and he throws the story into poetry which I
forget—of a rich man in Venice who was the subject of despair. He be-
came such a hypochondriac that he went down to the canal to drown
himself. But on the way he was met by a poor little boy who tugged at his
trousers and begged for bread. When the rich man called him an impos-
tor, the boy besought him to come home with him and see his father and
mother who were dying of starvation. He went up into the room and
found the family literally perishing for lack of food! He immediately laid
out the money which he had in his pocket in making them all glad with a
hearty meal. And then he said to himself that there was something worth
living for, after all. He had found a novel enjoyment which gave a fresh
motive for living!

I would like to ask you who have suffered a great trouble whether the
Lord may not be pressing you, by this means, into a new path of delight,
directing you to a fresh method of glorifying God and doing good to your
fellow men? I will sing you a song if you will, as sorrowful as David’s la-
ment, but I would rather teach you the use of the bow! I believe that I
shall minister better to your comfort if I enlist you as soldiers in Christ’s
army and teach you to use His weapons, than if I should console you
with the most plaintive minstrelsy of sadness. Do I speak to any here
present who endure great earthly afflictions, but know nothing of spiri-
tual things? Is it not the case that God often brings His wandering chil-
dren to Himself by distresses? The way in which you are to be comforted,
dear Friends, is not by going into the world, again, and seeking further
pleasures there.

If God means to bless you, He may allow you to become so hungry
that you may wish to fill your belly with the husks. You have spent your
living riotously and now you are ready to despair. Round by that dark
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corner of despair may be the way to your Father’s house! To expel your
present temporal grief, you need a spiritual grief concerning sin. If you
learn of Jesus at this hour to repent of sin and to put your trust in Him,
your soul will be awakened to say, “I will arise and go unto my Father,”
and then you will lose your hunger and forget the swine trough! Where?
Why, amidst the music and dancing of your Father’s house and in the
joy of hearing Him say, “Let us eat and be merry, for this, My son was
dead, and is alive again. He was lost, and is found.”

Yes, David was right. The way to raise the people out of their despon-
dency was to teach them the use of the bow—their own arrows would
slay their grief—and the way to get you mourning ones out of your sor-
row is to teach you those holy activities which lead a soul to trust in
Christ and to find salvation at His feet. That is the first lesson which, I
think, the text most sweetly teaches.

II. A second lesson is that AN ADMIRABLE USE OF DISASTER IS TO
LEARN ITS LESSONS. What was the disaster? Saul and Jonathan had
been shot by archers. The Philistines were evidently strong in the use of
the bow, but Saul’s army was short of archers and so they were not able
to strike the Philistines at a distance. Before they came to close quarters,
where Israel might have been a match for Philistia, the arrows of the
Philistines had reached their king. Had they known how to use the bow,
they might have been conquerors and, therefore, David hastens to teach
the men of Judah the use of the bow.

Beloved Friends, I will suppose that you have met with failures—I refer
to disasters peculiar to yourselves. What shall you do? Sit down and fret
and trouble yourselves, and give up in despair? God forbid! As the men of
Judah learned the use of the bow through their being beaten by the bow,
so you gather wisdom from that which has befallen you! Have you been
made to fly before your adversary? Then find out where your weakness
is. Search and see. Is it a sin indulged? Is it some point where you ought
to have been guarded, but where you have been unwatchful? Is it weak-
ness in prayer? Is it neglect of the Word of God? Is it indifference to Di-
vine Truths of God? Is it coldness of heart? Or what is it? If you have
been defeated, there is a cause for it. If you have been cast down and
brought low, say unto God, “Show me why You contend with me.”

Has the Lord a controversy with you? Be not content till you have got
to the bottom of it and found out the root that bears this gall and worm-
wood. Is not this the way of wisdom? May it not happen that the cause of
the disaster is that God is not with you? What if nothing prospers with
you? What if it is vain for you to rise up early, sit up late and eat the
bread of carefulness, since the hand of God is against you? What if you
are to have no pleasure in the things that once gave you satisfaction be-
cause God has set you as a target for His arrows—and in wrath is shoot-
ing at you? It may be so. Or you may not be one of His children at all, as
yet, and He may be tossing you to and fro like a ball, that you may never
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find rest until you humbly come and cry to Christ and seek mercy at His
hands. Look and see whether it is so!

It is of no use to worry about the disaster—search out the cause of it.
Strive to learn the lesson which it is meant to teach you. Is there any se-
cret sin with you? Perhaps by looking at the defeat you may learn the
way to victory. David judged that if they were defeated by the bow, they
might yet win by the bow. It is right to learn from our adversaries. There
is something to be learned from Satan. If he goes about, let us be dili-
gent. If he seeks whom he may devour, let us seek whom we may save!
And if he watches carefully to find out our weak points, let us watch
those whom we would bless to find out how we may best reach their
hearts. @ Many a man has grown rich through poverty, healthy through
sickness and holy by being made conscious of sin! When he has been
struck down, then has he cried out to God, and God has lifted him up.
Woe to that man who will not “hear the rod, and Him that has appointed
it.” I pray that you may diligently learn the lesson which every disaster
would teach.

May not a misfortune which happens to a Church and to Christian
people be, to them, a call to action—to general action? Saul had a little
standing army and did not drill all the nation for war. But David says, “I
will teach all my own tribe the use of the bow.” Now, whenever a Church
begins to get low, dull, stupid—and many Churches go in that direc-
tion—when everybody seems to be asleep and the minister’s sermon is a
kind of sanctified snore, and all the worship is steeped in slumber, why,
what is to be done? Then is the time to teach the children of Judah the
use of the bow and to wake them all up to holy enterprise! Say to them,
“You must not allow a few to be doing the work of Christ, but all must do
it! You must all be taught the use of the bow.”

It was the glory of the Moravians that all their members were mission-
aries and such ought to be the glory of every Church—every man, woman
and child in the Church should take part in the battle for Jesus. This, by
God’s Grace, is the cure for spiritual decline—teach the people the use of
the bow! Let us learn lessons from defeat. Let us learn from the sin
which has cast us down to cry unto God, the Mighty One, to hold us up!
If we are, at this time, under some great failure in life, let us learn greater
care. If we have been permitted to err, let us learn to watch. Do not sul-
lenly confess, “I have done wrong,” but repent of it and ask God for Grace
that you may be upheld in the future, like Peter, who was stronger after
his fall than before it, and was set to strengthen his Brethren.

What is done cannot be undone, but we may so learn from it, by God’s
teaching, that we may never do the same again. May God grant that this
may be the case. If it were proper, I could sing to you tonight a song of
mourning over the disasters of a soul, or of a Church, but I believe that I
would not do you half as much good as by stirring you up to learn the
use of the bow, that is to say, to rectify your errors and supply your de-
fects!
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III. Now, thirdly, another lesson. A NOBLE MONUMENT TO A FRIEND
IS TO IMITATE HIS EXCELLENCES. How does that come from the text?
Why, thus. When Jonathan and David communed together, they fixed
the meeting by Jonathan’s shooting certain arrows. It is evident that
Jonathan was a man who greatly favored the use of the bow. And though
his father did not largely introduce it into the army, yet Jonathan was
well skilled therein. “Well then,” says David, “in memory of Jonathan, in-
stead of piling up a great monument, we will teach the children of Judah
the use of the bow.” Come, Brothers and Sisters, let this be your memo-
rial to your dear father—if he was a child of God, be like he! If you want
to keep in memory your beloved mother, exhibit in yourselves the virtues
that shone in her.

That sweet child of yours has gone to Heaven and can never be forgot-
ten. Her likeness hangs over the mantelpiece. I mean that dear little child
who sang of Jesus when she died—if you want to remember her beyond
all forgetfulness, then love her Savior and go where little Jane has gone!
No memorial is more fit than imitation—be, yourself, the monument by
exhibiting within yourself all that was good in the dear departed one.
How specially true is this in connection with our Divine Lord! I see the
Romanist continually putting up crosses by the roadside and, some-
times, on these there are hideous representations of a person dying by
crucifixion. There are nails, a sponge, a spear and I know not what. This
arises out of a natural desire to perpetuate the memory of the crucified
Redeemer—but you will do far better, dear Brother, if you are, yourself,
crucified with Christ—and if you exhibit in your own person that Divine
self-denial, that blessed love, that superlative holiness which was found
in Him.

Some will build a Church and lavish money upon architecture. I shall
not condemn them, for their splendid generosity may savor of the spirit
of that woman who broke the alabaster box and poured the ointment
upon the Savior’s feet. But I would suggest that to build up within one’s
self, by the power of God’s Spirit, the Christ-like character is a better
memorial than the best piece of architecture that can ever be put to-
gether! What if you should employ the greatest of sculptures and he, with
cunning hands, should mold the marble till it emulated life? Would not
the monument mainly keep in mind the artist and rather make men
think of the costliness of the work than of anything else? Whereas, if you
become, yourself, not in marble, but in living flesh, the image of Christ,
then men will take notice of you—that you have been with Jesus and
have learned of Him—and this will keep Him best in memory. If we do
what Christ would have done under our circumstances, we shall be ex-
hibiting a far better memorial of Him than wealth can possibly purchase.

When David taught these people the use of the bow, every time they
stringed an arrow they might remember Jonathan! And whenever a regi-
ment of archers went through the streets to the battle, they brought
Jonathan before the public mind. David instituted this form of royal artil-
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lery, on purpose, so that Jonathan might be kept in mind. And you, dear
Friends, every time you go forth to do the service of God, obediently and
zealously, as Jesus did it, you put men in mind of Jesus and they say,
“God has set these men in the world to be witnesses for Christ, to keep
His name alive in the earth. These men are a blessing because Jesus,
Himself, has blessed them.”

I would thus stir you all up to endeavor all the days of your life to live
and serve God, that the name of Jesus Christ shall be kept alive in this
nation and throughout the world!

IV. Lastly, and but for a moment, I think that the form which this
military order took, to teach the children of Judah the use of the bow,
may be allegorically applied, tonight to you, dear Friends. IT IS A GREAT
ADVANTAGE TO BELIEVERS TO LEARN THE USE OF THE BOW, SPIRI-
TUALLY. First, there is the bow of prayer. Its use has not gone out of
date, but I wish that all of us knew how to shoot the arrows of the Lord’s
deliverance much better than we do. Holy men of old would pick out an
arrow and when they had chosen it, they knew how to use it. They knew
what they needed and they prayed for it. They fitted their arrow on the
string—that is to say, they took God’s promise, the promise that an-
swered their desire—and, fitting the one to the other, they took straight
aim at Heaven and watched the flight of the arrow petition! They knew to
whom they were praying, as well as what they were praying for, and why
they expected to be heard—and so they drew the bow of prayer with all
their might.

When the man of God went up to the top of Carmel and there took his
bow and drew it, there was no fear of his missing the mark. Or if, per-
haps, the arrow had not force enough, he would pull the bow a second
time, and a third time, and a fourth time, and a seventh time, till, at last,
the arrow struck the mark. He would not come down from his watch-
tower till he knew that the arrow of his prayer was lodged in Heaven! In
all times of tribulation, what is needed is that the children of Judah
should know the use of the bow of prayer. When we heard of those fear-
ful assassinations in Ireland, the news reached the bulk of us on the
Lord’s Day, and men of God went to their loopholes of retreat and shot
up to Heaven prayers for poor Ireland! It was the best thing that could be
done.

I have more faith in prayer than in police and prisons. In any time of
national need, the men that save a nation are the men of prayer! What?
Not the wise statesmen? Certainly, wise statesmen—but who makes
them wise? God has power over all minds and, in answer to the prayer
from this pulpit, He can visit yonder mind in St. Stephen’s! From a hum-
ble cottage in the western highlands, there may go up to God a cry that
shall come down upon the Prime Minister and direct his thoughts! Re-
member what Queen Mary used to say when she tried to bring popery
back to Scotland? She said that she was more afraid of John Knox’s
prayers than of all the armies that the Scottish lords could get together!
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She was right, for once! When men overlook prayer, they overlook the
greatest factor in human affairs! The mystic rod of God is still in the
hand of many a Moses among us—a rod which brings victory to Israel
and defeat to Amalek.

The strength of the Church lies not in the oratory of the pulpit, but in
the oratory of the closet! That Church of God that shall do most for the
world is the Church that shall do most with God! He can rule men for
God who is ruled by God for men! He that gives up his soul to God that
God may write His will upon his life, is the mighty man! The man who
has had the will of God worked in him by the Holy Spirit and can work it
out into fervent prayer—he is the man, who, though princes and poten-
tates know it not, sits nearer to the helm of affairs than they can reach! I
could write you a plaintive hymn about the woes of Ireland and about the
sins of men and the evils of the times, but | had far rather teach you the
use of the bow of prayer—for then, if you could send your longings up to
the Lord, full many a blessing would come upon the land and the adver-
saries of the Lord would be discomforted—and peaceful and happy days
would dawn.

Perhaps I speak to some here who do not know anything about pray-
ing. I dare say that the Brother is here who listened to a sermon on
Peckham Rye, which was rather a wild one, I am afraid. In that discourse
the preacher said to all his congregation that if they would go home and
ask God for anything, the Lord would give it to them. I cannot endorse so
wild a statement! However, this man thought that the preacher, having
said it, it was true—and having never prayed before in all his life, he put
the question to the test of a certain event—and that certain event fell out
as he desired. Then he began to tremble, for he judged that, assuredly,
there is a God!

Now, I do not say to you, dear Hearers, that whatever all of you shall
ask in prayer you shall receive. [ would not say that to you ungodly ones.
But I do say that if you will ask for mercy and salvation and eternal life—
and anything that is promised to believing sinners—you shall have it. I
wish you would try the experiment, for you would find that the Lord
never breaks a promise. If you read a promise made to a sinner, it is
made to you! Go ahead and plead it, and the Lord will grant it. I will be
surety for Him that He will keep His word. Trust Him and try, and thus
learn the use of the bow! God bless you for Christ’s sake. Amen.

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307
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THE LOVE OF JONATHAN

AND THE LOVE OF JESUS
NO. 2336

INTENDED FOR READING ON LORD’S-DAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1893.
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON LORD’S-DAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 29, 1889.

“Your love to me was wonderful, surpassing the love of women.”
2 Samuel 1:26.

DAVID was a poet and when he found that his best-beloved friend had
fallen by the arrows of the Philistines, he wept greatly and then he
cheered his heart by writing the very fine elegy which, in later years was
called, “The Song of the Bow.” Even if David’s lamentation is judged ac-
cording to the canons of literary taste, it must be placed among the first of
poetical compositions. Thus David tried to keep his friend’s memory
green—the song was meant to be a memorial of him. Such friends as
Jonathan are not common and when we have had them, we must not for-
get them. It is sad that, in these days, friendship is proverbially a frail
thing. Friends are like swallows that are with us in our summertime and
gone when the damps of autumn begin to gather. When a man has a
faithful friend, let him grapple him to his side with hooks of steel! And
when he loses him, let him know that he has lost what will be very hard to
replace and let him not forget his friend though he is buried beneath the
sod. True friendship likes to fashion memorials of the departed. We keep
mementos of the loved ones we have lost. We like to think of the happy
days of communion we have had together and we will not allow the cher-
ished name to be blotted out from the memory of men.

When I thought of this subject, I said to myself, “I shall see many, to-
night, who are lovers of the Lord Jesus Christ. I shall be face to face with
thousands who love Him as they love their own soul.” I believe that is my
happiness now. Well then, beloved Friends, let us who love Christ keep
Him always in memory. If you can speak of His name, be not silent. If you
can make melody in honor of Jesus, in the great congregation, take down
the minstrel’s harp and lay your fingers among the strings and bring out
sweetest music to His dear name that thousands may hear! But if you
have a feebler instrument, sing or play to the two or three and let those
who love you know that you love your Lord best of alll Or if your tongue
fails you, use your pen to let men know who Jesus is. Say, with the
Psalmist, “My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things which I
have made touching the King.”

What shall we do to keep Christ’s name before the sons of men? Let us
be inventive and often make the winds and waves to bear the story of His
life and love to those who know it not. I would whisper in the ear of some-
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one, “If you love Jesus, how is it that you are never at His Table?” If there
is anyway of keeping Him in memory, which is better than every other, it
is the one which He has, Himself, chosen—“This do in remembrance of
Me.” How do you excuse yourselves, you lovers of Christ, who have never
kept up this feast of love? This is one of His dying requests, “Meet and
remember Me.” And yet, though you say that you love Him, and I will not
challenge the truth of what you say, you have never yielded obedience to
His loving request and come to eat the bread and drink of the cup which
are the memorials of His broken body and His poured-out blood. David,
you could sing of Jonathan, though there was no law that you should do
so! What will you say of some who love the Christ of God better than you
loved Jonathan and yet have never remembered Him in the way in which
He asked to be remembered, but have cast behind their back the sweet
forget-me-not of the Communion Table?

Let that stand as a preface. May the Lord put our hearts in tune, now,
while we think upon two things! The first is the small type, Jonathan’s
love to David. The second is the infinite anti-type, Christ’s love to men.
Perhaps it will be sweetest, tonight, if we can, each one, say, “Christ’s love
to me. He loved me and gave Himself for me.” That expression will be in
harmony with the words of the text, “Your love to me was wonderful.”

I. First, then, we have to think a little about JONATHAN’S LOVE TO
DAVID.

Jonathan’s was a singular love, because of the pureness of its origin.
Jonathan loved David out of great admiration of him. When he saw him
come back with the head of Goliath in his hand, he loved him as a soldier
loves a soldier, as a brave man loves another brave man. He felt that there
was the right kind of metal in that young man and though Jonathan was
the king’s son, and heir-apparent to the throne, we find that he, “stripped
himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his gar-
ments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his belt.” He felt that
such a hero, who could so trust his God, and so expose his life, and come
off so victorious, deserved his utmost love. It did not begin in self-
interest—it did not begin in relationship—but it began in the likeness that
Jonathan saw between his own nature and that of David. It was one brave
man loving another brave man.

Jonathan’s love proved, also, to be most intense. It is said that, “he
loved him as his own soul.” He would at any moment have sacrificed his
life to preserve the life of David. In fact, I do not doubt that Jonathan
thought David’s life much more valuable than his own and that he was
quite willing to expose himself to peril that David might be preserved.
Jonathan’s was a very intense love. May we see more of this kind of love
among Christian men! May they love each other for Christ’s sake and be-
cause of the love of God which they see in one another—and may they be
intense in their affection!

Jonathan’s love was very disinterested because, as | have said, Jona-
than was heir-apparent to the throne, but David had been anointed king
by Samuel. The kingdom was to be taken from the house of Saul and
given to the house of David. Very naturally, the young prince Jonathan
might have felt, first, envy, and then hatred of David, who was to supplant

2 WWW.Spurgeongems.org Volume 39



Sermon #2336 The Love of Jonathan and the Love of David 3
him. But instead of that, he said to him one day, very touchingly, “You
shall be king over Israel and I shall be next unto you.” He meant to be his
friend and his helper, taking joy in seeing David wear the crown which
might have adorned his own brow. Happy Jonathan, to be able to put
himself in the background like that and to feel that, if David was first, it
was what he, himself, desired! That friendship, in which a man can set
himself on one side for the sake of another, is not yet so common that we
can have it in the streets.

Jonathan’s was a love which bore up under all opposition, for he soon
found that Saul, his father, in his black heart, hated David. Saul could
not bear the thought that another man would take the place which he
coveted for himself, though he did not, himself, deserve to keep it. He
wished to see David dead and because Jonathan took David’s part, Saul
was exceedingly angry and made Jonathan’s lot hard to bear. Yet Jona-
than did not cast off his friend—he clung to David through good report
and through evil report. Jonathan “is faithful to his father and very obedi-
ent to him, but still, he would not give up his friend, David, and he would
sooner be in jeopardy of the javelin of Saul than end the friendship that
existed between himself and God’s chosen servant.

And this love was very active, for you know how he pleaded for David
with his father. He went out into the field and took counsel with David. He
arranged plans and methods for David’s preservation and, on one occa-
sion, we find that he, “went to David in the wood and strengthened his
hand in God.” Yes, his love was not a matter of mere talk—it was real,
practical, active—it was a love which never failed. When the arrow of the
Philistine went through the heart of Jonathan on Mount Gilboa, it struck

the name of David that was engraved there—
“He loved him long, and loved him well,
And loved him to the death,”

so that David could truly say, “Your love to me was wonderful, surpassing
the love of women.”

Now, dear Friends, do you not think that when we read a story like that
of Jonathan and David, it should stir up in us the desire, not so much to
have such a friend, as to be such a friend as Jonathan was to David? Any
man can selfishly desire to have a Jonathan, but he is on the right track
who desires to find a David to whom he can be a Jonathan! There is great
joy in life with real friendship on both sides. Some people expect friend-
ship to be always heaping its treasures upon them, but true friendship
has two hands, two feet and two eyes. You cannot have a real friendship
that is all for taking, and never for giving. David loved Jonathan as Jona-
than loved David. May that blessed Spirit of God, who teaches us to love
even our enemies, help us to cultivate sanctified friendships and to be
willing to help those who are our Brothers and Sisters in Christ in time of
need!

I shall say no more upon that part of my subject, but I hope it will re-
buke some who are no friends at all. Oh, how often have we met with
such! They are very friendly when their legs are under your mahogany,
but they are not so friendly when you have no mahogany and have hardly
a deal table left. They think all the world of you while you can be a ladder
by which they climb the wall of prosperity, but when they are on the top of
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the wall, they too often say that they never saw that ladder in all their
lives—and you may take it away! We continually see that kind of thing
among men of the world. May it not be so among Christians! May we be
true to all who are our friends, as we would be generous even to any who
are our foes, if such persons are in existence!

II. But [ want, now, to talk of something more sweet and more sure.
THE LOVE OF CHRIST TO ME. Using the first personal pronoun, because
it is in the text—“Your love to me was wonderful.”

I hope that many here will be helped to use that same pronoun, each
one for himself, or for herself. I do not wish to preach tonight—I want,
rather, to be a sort of guide, just to go through the exercises that others
may do the same. I am to speak of love which I trust many feel, which I
hope they may feel even more than the speaker does—and let it be the
ambition of every one of us to love Christ more and more. Let us think of
Christ as present here, tonight, for so He is, according to His promise, “Lo,
I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” There He stands!
With closed eyes, faith perceives Him and she cries, “Your love to me was
wonderful.”

I think that we feel this most when we see our Savior die. Sit down at
the foot of the Cross and look up. Behold that sacred brow with the
thorny wreath upon it. See those blessed eyes, red with weeping. Mark
those nailed hands that once scattered benedictions. Gaze on those bleed-
ing feet which hurried on errands of mercy. Watch till you can peer into
that gaping side—how deep the gash—how wide the breach! Look how the
water and the blood come streaming forth! This is the Lord of Life and
Glory who thus dies amid derision and scorn—sulffering, the Just for the
unjust—to bring us to God! Oh, if you can picture Christ on the Cross,
and believe that He died for you, you will be led to cry, “Your love to me
was wonderful, surpassing the love of mothers or of wives! Your love to me
was—I cannot describe what it was—it was wonderful—as full of wonders
as the heavens are full of stars, or as a forest is full of leave? Your love, as
I see it in Your death, was wonderful.”

Do you picture David saying this as he thinks of the body of Jonathan
pierced with the arrows of his enemies? “Your love to me was wonderful.”
Will you not stand so, tonight, in imagination, over your Savior’s body, as
you see it wrapped in spices and laid in the tomb of Joseph of Ari-
mathaea? Ere yet the stone is rolled to the cave’s mouth, will you not look
on that mangled form and say, “In very truth, Your love to me was won-
derful”?

Beloved Friends, sometimes we feel as if our love to our departed ones
would know another great flood if they could come back again. You have
lost—no, I will not harrow up your feelings—have all lost those most dear
and your sorrow was great as you laid them in the grave. But if, tonight,
when you reached your home, you should find, sitting in that room of
yours, the beloved one come back, I think that your love would suddenly
leap up into an ecstasy and it would be greater than it ever was before!
“Has my husband returned to me? Has my spouse come back to me? Has
my mother, my child, been restored to me?” Oh, what a feast of love our
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souls would have if there could be such a reunion in our bereaved house-
holds! Well, remember that He who died for us rose again—
“He lives, the great Redeemer lives,”

lives with our love still within His heart! He lives to love us as much in
His eternal Glory as He did in the shame and spitting while He was on
earth! Come, give your love room, tonight, as you remember Him as dead,
but rejoice in Him as living!

I think, also, that we sometimes feel the greatest love to dear friends
when we find others doing them despite. When David found that Jona-
than’s body had been dishonored by the Philistines, that they had taken
away the bodies of King Saul and his sons to hang them on the wall of
Bethshan, then was he sorely troubled and his love broke forth, again, in
sighs, cries and tears. And I must say, tonight, that I love my Lord all the
more because of the insults others heap upon Him. When I have lately seen
books written against His atoning Sacrifice. When I meet with men calling
themselves Christians, who speak lightly of the sacred Expiation and even
of the Divine Person of the great Sacrifice, my heart first burns with in-
dignation against the traitors—true successors of Judas—and then my
soul cries, “My Savior, by the dishonor that they put on You, I love You all
the more! By the shame that they again cast on You, as though You were
a hundred times crucified, I vow to serve You with a hundredfold energy
and force of concentrated love, for Your love to me was wonderful.” Some
can speak lightly of Christ. Perhaps they never knew such love as He has
shown to me. Some can despise His blood. Possibly they were never
washed from such sins as mine. Some think lightly of His faith. Perhaps
they have never had such communion with Him as my heart has known. I
must say of Him, “Your love to me was, is, and always shall be wonderful,
passing all loves supposable in Heaven or earth besides.”

Now let me briefly tell the story of that love—it is a long story—the love
of Christ to me. Part of its wonder lies in the object of this love, that it
should be bestowed upon me! “Your love to me.” Dear Brother, dear Sister,
will you talk about it, just now, to yourself?” It is a wonder that Christ
should love anybody, but is it not the greatest wonder of all that He
should love me? Who am I, and what is my father’s house, that Christ
should love me?”—

“What was there in you that could merit esteem,
Or give the Creator delight?”

Your love to me! There was special undesert—there were many reasons
why love should have passed me by, but Your love to me was wonderful
that You should single me out. Tell it in Heaven that there is no greater
wonder there than that Christ should love me! And when you get there,
say to all the bright spirits before the Throne of God, “There is no greater
wonder in the salvation of you all than there is in my salvation. Your love
to me, my Lord,” and you will bow adoringly at Christ’s feet as you say it,
“Your love to me was wonderful.”

Then throw the emphasis on the first word, “Your love to me,” and you
have another part of the wonder, that is, in the Giver of this love. For a
man to love me, well, should not men love their kind? But for God to love
me, for the Infinite, for the inconceivably lovely One, whose ideal of that
which is loveable must be far beyond human conception, for Him to love
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me, this is a miracle, indeed! Can you imagine it, that God, who is greater
than immensity, whose life is longer than time, that God the all-boundless
One, should love you? That He should think of you, pity you, consider
you, this is all very well—but that He should love you, that His heart
should go out to you, that He should choose you, that He should have en-
graved you on the palms of His hands, that He should not rest in Heaven
without you, that He should not think Heaven complete until He brings
you there, that you should be the bride and Christ the Bridegroom, that
there should be eternal love between Him and you—oh, as you think of it,
lift up your hands with adoring wonder and say, “Your love to me was
wonderful.”

Now begin, if you can, to consider the commencement of this love. When
did God begin to love His own elect? There was a time when He began to
make the worlds, but from eternity He has loved His chosen. Before the
first flash of light illuminated the primeval darkness, God loved His peo-
ple! Before the first pulsation of life came into human bodies, long before
there were such beings as men and women, He loved His own. He saw
them in the glass of predestination and foreknowledge and He loved them.
His delights even then were with the sons of men. His love had no begin-
ning, it was like Himself, self-existent, starting from itself, and there never
was a time when God did not love His own people. Think of that wonder of
Grace, that such a speck of dust as you are should have been loved from
eternity! That such a handful of ashes as I am should have been loved
from before all worlds! Tell it as with voice of trumpet, for God has said it,
“l have loved you with an everlasting love: therefore with loving kindness
have I drawn you.”

Christ’s love, then, is wonderful in its beginning and when it began to
work on me, it was still wonderful, for what did I do? I refused it. When
Christ came in robes of love to me and presented Himself as a candidate
for my heart’s acceptance, I told Him that I would not have Him! There
was a wanton world that had my heart. There was the devil, himself, in all
manner of sinful shapes—and he had my hand—and I was his. Was it not
so with some of you, that Christ wooed you many a year and you would
not have Him? He came to you, sometimes, threatening, and sometimes
inviting. He came to you by Providences, by preachers, by books, by His
good Spirit. Yet though you turned your back on Him, He never turned

His back on you. He would not take, “No,” for an answer—
“Determined to save, He watched o’er my path
When, Satan’s blind slave, I sported with death.”

Think of a man who used to come staggering out of a public house late at
night, yet He is loved of God! Or of a thief, whose hair was cut short in the
prison, yet He was loved of God—and here he is, tonight, sitting at Jesus’
feet, rejoicing in that love! Oh, what songs there will be in Heaven con-
cerning the love of Christ to His own and the rebuffs which the dear Lover
of our souls received by the sad, sad usage of ungodly, willful men! “Your
love to me was wonderful.”

And when Christ’s love led Him to come here and take our Nature, was it
not wonderful? He reigned enthroned in Heaven. Seraphim and cherubim
gladly did His bidding. He was God and yet He came down from yonder
royal palace to that stable at Bethlehem, and to the manger where the
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horned oxen fed. Tis He! ‘Tis He! But as George Herbert reminds us, He
has unrobed Himself and hung His azure mantle on the sky, and all His
rings upon the stars—and there He lies, a babe in swaddling bands, tak-
ing human nature into union with His Divinity because He loved us!
Truly, You blessed Child, whom I would take into my arms as Simeon did
and say, “Lord, now let You Your servant depart in peace, according to
Your Word: for my eyes have seen Your salvation.” Your love to me was
wonderful! Behold Christ with the scepter of Heaven in His hand, and
then see Him sitting on the edge of a well, talking to an adulterous
woman! Gaze on Him with the harps of angels ringing out His praise and
then see Him with all the riff-raff of Jerusalem scoffing at Him and bid-
ding Him come down from the Cross! If He stooped to become a Man like
ourselves, and stooped lower, still, even unto death, truly may each saved
one cry to Him, “Your love to me was wonderful.”

There is one thing that makes the love of Christ more wonderful than
anything else and that is that He not only took our Nature, but He took
our sin. There, scrape it up together, the filthy stuff that has made God,
Himself, to sicken at the thought of man—I mean the sin and the pollu—
tion of our lives! Behold, the Lord has gathered it up together in one foul
heap, enough to putrefy the universe—and He has laid it all on Christ!
And the great Sin-Bearer takes it upon Himself as though it were His
own—but it was not! He suffers for it, He bears the sentence of Justice on
account of it and then He hurls it all away into the abyss of oblivion where
it shall never be found, again! My Savior, did You bear my sin in Your own
body on the tree? Were you condemned for my condemnation? Then, in
very deed, Your love to me was wonderful!

I do not know how to break my text up so as to bring it home to each
Believer. I wish that everyone here, who really has known Christ’s love,
would help me by a personal thought upon the brotherly and condescend-
ing character of this love. Times have been when we, who love Christ’s
name, have been in trouble and He has been very near to us. Times have
been when we have been misrepresented and abused—and He has smiled,
oh, so sweetly on us! Times have been when bodily pain has made us very
faint and He has put underneath us the everlasting arms. Speak as you
find, Beloved—how have you found the Lord Jesus in your dark days, in
your heavy days, in your weary days? Have you not found Him a match-
less Friend? I can bear my own witness that there is no comfort like His
comfort! There is no smile like His smile! There is no touch of help like His
delivering hand. “Your love to me was wonderful.”

Sometimes, when I have told the story of God’s goodness to me, a
Christian friend has said, “Have you not written all that down?” “No, I
have not,” I have replied. “Will you not take care, before you die, that it is
all written down?” I have said, “No, I do not know that I shall.” Now per-
haps your life’s story will die out with yourself, yet have there not been
very marvelous touches of Christ’s love in it? Have there not been win-
dows of agates and gates of carbuncle through which you have seen your
Lord’s face and can you not say, tonight, looking over your pilgrim path
from the first day until now, “Lord, You have been always with me. Your
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love to me was wonderful in condescending, helpful fellowship in the time
of my need”?

Think, also, of the comforting and thoughtful provisions of Christ’s love.
Sometimes you have been well-near slipping, not merely as to trouble, but
as to sin. Our lives are not all to our credit—there have been sad moments
when unbelief has crept in on the back of thoughtlessness and you have
been almost a skeptic. There have been evil moments when sin has in-
sinuated itself into the imagination and you have almost done that which
would have been your ruin. Have there not been times in your life when
you have been struck and, if there had not been Someone to hold you up,
you would have fallen, almost unconsciously fallen, and there have lain
down to die? But oh, how Jesus has watched over you and cared for you!
Never mother nursed her babe with such care as Christ has given to youl!
When you look back, sometimes, and see the pit from which you have
been preserved, into which you might have fallen—when you meet with
some old friend who used, years ago, to be singing at your side, and is
now a drunk or profane—you may ask, “Why should he be like that any-
more than I should? Who has made me to differ? What but the Grace of
God has kept me until now?” Ah, then you see how Christ’s love to you
has been wonderful, surpassing the love of women!

But the love of Christ to us is most of all wonderful in its plans for the
future. You know not, and you cannot conceive, what He will yet do for
you! You are in trouble, are you? Well, joy comes in the morning. But
now, you have to drink the bitter cup and God gives you pills that you do
not like. Take them at His hand, for they are meant for your good. ‘Tis but
a little while and then sorrow and sighing shall forever flee away! Has any
redeemed man here any notion of what God has prepared for them that
love Him? You shall stand among the perfected and go in and out among
the holy! You shall be where no trouble shall ever reach you, or even the
noise and dash of a wave of sorrow ever reach your ears. You shall be
where it shall be your joy to serve God without mistake, without trans-
gression and without omission. You shall behold the face of the King in
His beauty, not now and then, but forever, without a cloud or a veil be-
tween! You shall find it your delight to praise Him and your voice shall be
heard amid the choirs of the glorified as you adore the Lamb whose love to
you has been so wonderful. And what will be your employments in
Heaven? Ah, that I cannot tell you, but they shall be employments that
shall be equally honorable and delightful!

I have told you before what I sometimes dream shall be my lot in
Glory—to stand not here and preach to a handful of people, though it is
truly a large handful—but to stand upon some starry orb and preach of
Christ to whole constellations at once and thunder out my remembrances
of His sweet love to myriads of beings who have never heard of Him as yet,
for they have never sinned, but who will drink in all the tidings of what
Jesus did for sinful men! And each of you, according to your training for
it, shall make known to angels, principalities and powers, the manifold
wisdom of God! There is plenty of room for you all, for God’s universe will
need millions upon millions of messengers to go through it all and tell out
the story of redeeming love. And we, I believe, are here in training for that

8 WWW.Spurgeongems.org Volume 39



Sermon #2336 The Love of Jonathan and the Love of David 9
eternal work of making known to illimitable regions of space and count-
less myriads of intelligent beings whom God has created, but who have
never fallen, the story of this little planet and of the God who loved it so
that He came here and died that He might save His people from their sins.

Get ready, Brothers and Sisters, for the eternity which is so near!
Within about a hand’s breadth, you and I shall be in eternity! Even if we
live to be 80 or 90, or fulfill the count of a hundred years, it is but a little
while and we shall have quitted these dark shores and landed in the ever-
lasting brightness of endless glory, that is, if we know the love of Christ,
today, and trust in Christ today. We shall go on and on forever and forever
experiencing more and more of this great Truth of God, “Your love to me
was wonderful.”

Now let each one answer this question— Can you say, “He loved me
and gave Himself for me”? If not, you are an unhappy man. God make you
even more unhappy until you come and look to Jesus Christ as men
looked to the bronze serpent—and as by their looking they were healed, so

by your looking may you be made to live tonight! Remember that—
“There is life for a look at the Crucified One!
There is life at this moment for thee!
Then look, Sinner—look unto Him and be saved—
Unto Him who was nailed to the tree.”

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
1 SAMUEL 20.

Verse 1. And David fled front Naioth in Ramah, and came and said be-
fore Jonathan, What have I done? What is my iniquity? And what is my sin
before your father, that he seeks my life? David had an enemy upon the
throne and God gave him a friend in the heir to the throne. If you have an
enemy, you have also a friend—God sets the one over against the other in
His Providence. Set the one over against the other in your thoughts and
be you comforted thereby. David might have been very heavy at heart
about Saul and so he was, but Jonathan came in to be the makeweight on
the other side and turn the scale in favor of the son of Jesse. Of him David
enquired, “What is my iniquity? And what is my sin before your father,
that he seeks my life?”

2. And he said unto him, God forbid; you shall not die: behold, my father
will do nothing either great or small, but that he will show it me: and why
should my father hide this thing from me? It is not so. One admires Jona-
than for defending Saul—he will not believe anything bad of his father.
Children should never believe anything evil of their parents unless it is
forced upon them—this rule is a part of the command, “Honor your father
and your mother.”

3. And David swore moreover, and said, Your father certainly knows
that I have found grace in your eyes; and he says, Let not Jonathan know
this, lest he be grieved: but truly as the LORD lives, and as your soul lives,
there is but a step between me and death. He wanted Jonathan to believe
the truth, namely, that Saul was seeking to kill him, and that he was in
great danger from the wrath of the king. Therefore he took a double oath
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that it was so. It is not for Christians to imitate David in this respect, for
our Lord’s command to His disciples is, “Swear not at all, but let your
communication be, Yes, yes; no, no: for whatever is more than these
comes of evil.”

4. Then said Jonathan unto David, Whatever your soul desires, 1 will
even do it for you. Love promises large things. One is reminded, here, of
the love of Christ and of how He says, “Ask what you will, and it shall be
done unto you.”

5, 6. And David said unto Jonathan, Behold, tomorrow is the new moon,
and I should not fail to sit with the king at meat: but let me go, that I may
hide myself in the field unto the third day at even: If your father at all
misses me, then say, David earnestly asked leave of me that he might run
to Bethlehem, his city: for there is a yearly sacrifice there for all the family.
The family of David was a godly household and they had a meeting, not
for pleasure, but for sacrifice—a special family gathering for worship and
David must be there. He spoke no untruth—he did desire to go to Bethle-
hem.

7, 8. If he say thus, It is well; your servant shall have peace: but if he is
very angry, then be sure that evil is determined by him. Therefore you shall
deal kindly with your servant; for you have brought your servant into a
Covenant of the LORD with you: notwithstanding, if there is in me iniquity,
slay me yourself; for why should you bring me to your father? These two
men had entered into a solemn Covenant before God that they would be
friends for life, so David pleaded with Jonathan. He was innocent—he
knew that he had done no evil and, therefore, he put it to Jonathan, “If I
am what your father thinks me to be, slay me yourself.”

9-11. And Jonathan said, Far be it from you: for if I knew certainly that
evil were determined by my father to come upon you, then would I not tell
you? Then said David to Jonathan, Who shall tell me? Or what if your fa-
ther answers you roughly? And Jonathan said unto David, Come, and let
us go out into the field. And they went out both of them into the field. Quite
alone, away from their troops, where they could talk together without be-
ing overheard. These two good men sought private fellowship and do you
not think that if we love Christ, we shall want to get alone with Him? Shall
we not say to Him, “Let us go out into the field”? Where there is no private
devotion, there is no devotion at all. If we never get alone with Christ, we
are altogether strangers both to Him and also to His love.

12-15. And Jonathan said unto David, O LORD God of Israel, when I
have sounded my father about tomorrow any time, or the third day, and,
behold, if there is good toward David, and I then send not unto you, and
show you; the LORD do so and much more to Jonathan: but if it pleases my
father to do you evil, then I will show you, and send you away, that you
may go in peace: and the LORD be with you, as He has been with my fa-
ther. And you shall not only while yet I live show me the kindness of the
LORD, that I die not: but also you shall not cut off your kindness from my
house forever: no, not when the LORD has cut off the enemies of David,
every one from the face of the earth. In Jonathan’s great love, he wished
not only to be David’s friend, himself, but that all his children should be
in love with the same valiant hero. Brothers and Sisters, our love to Christ
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makes us long to see our children love Him, too. I will not believe that you
have any love to Christ unless you pray that your boys and your girls may
also love Him. Dear children of godly parents, our heart’s desire and
prayer to God for you is that you may love your mother’s God, and trust
your father’s Savior.

16-18. So Jonathan made a Covenant with the house of David, saying,
Let the LORD even require it at the hand of David’s enemies. And Jonathan
caused David to swear again, because he loved him: for he loved him as he
loved his own soul. Then Jonathan said to David, Tomorrow is the new
moon: and you shall be missed, because your seat will be empty. David
was not a nobody—if he was away, he was missed. I wish that all atten-
dants at the house of prayer would remember that when they are away,
they are missed. Perhaps some of you have come, tonight, from some little
chapel where you will be greatly missed. | am not going to thank you for
coming here because I am possibly unconsciously causing pain to your
pastor and I do not want to rob him of one of his sheep. David’s seat is
empty, tonight, and he will be missed.

19-23. And when you have stayed three days, then you shall go down
quickly, and come to the place where you did hide yourself when the busi-
ness was in hand, and shall remain by the stone Ezel. And I will shoot
three arrows on the side thereof, as though I shot at a mark. And, behold, 1
will send a lad, saying, Go, find the arrows. If I expressly say unto the lad,
Behold, the arrows are on this side of you, take them; then come you: for
there is peace to you, and no hurt; as the LORD lives. But if I say thus unto
the young man, Behold, the arrows are beyond you; go your way: for the
LORD has sent you away. And as touching the matter which you and I
have spoken of, behold, the LORD be between you and me forever. Thus He
arranged how to let David know in case he was in danger. Love is
thoughtful. Love would keep its object out of harm’s way. Therefore, as we
love any, let us try to preserve them from sin—let us endeavor to warn
them when temptation is near, that they may not fall by the hand of the
enemy.

24-27. So David hid himself in the field: and when the new moon was
come, the king sat him down to eat meat. And the king sat upon his seat, as
at other times, even upon a seat by the wall: and Jonathan arose, and Ab-
ner sat by Saul’s side, and David’s place was empty. Nevertheless Saul
spoke not anything that day: for he thought, Something has befallen him, he
is not clean; surely he is not clean. And it came to pass on the morrow,
which was the second day of the month, that David’s place was empty: and
Saul said unto Jonathan his son, Why comes not the son of Jesse to meat,
neither yesterday, nor today? David was the son of Jesse, but he was
Saul’s own son-in-law, yet, out of contempt, the angry king calls him, “the
son of Jesse.”

28-30. And Jonathan answered Saul, David earnestly asked leave of me
to go to Bethlehem: and he said, Let me go, I pray you; for our family has a
sacrifice in the city; and my brother he has commanded me to be there: and
now, if I have found favor in your eyes, let me get away, I pray you, and
see my brethren. Therefore he comes not unto the king’s table. Then Saul’s
anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said unto him, You son of the
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perverse rebellious woman, do not I know that you have chosen the son of
Jesse to your own confusion, and unto the confusion of your mother’s na-
kedness? He was in such a passion that he began to abuse his own wife,
the mother of his own son! In the East, if you want to sting a man most
severely, give evil names to his mother, and surely, in the West as well, if
anyone has anything to say against a man’s mother, it cuts her son to his
heart if he is what he ought to be.

31. For as long as the son of Jesse lives upon the ground, you shall not
be established, nor your kingdom. Therefore now send and fetch him unto
me, for he shall surely die. Saul knew that David, and not Jonathan, was
to succeed him on the throne. He gives Jonathan warning of that fact, and
seeks his rival’s life.

32. And Jonathan answered Saul his father, and said unto him, Why
shall he be slain? What has he done? Very reasonable questions, very
properly put.

33-42. And Saul cast a javelin at him to strike him: whereby Jonathan
knew that it was determined of his father to slay David. So Jonathan arose
from the table in fierce anger, and did eat no meat the second day of the
month: for he was grieved for David, because his father had done him
shame. And it came to pass in the morning, that Jonathan went out into the
field at the time appointed with David, and a little lad with him. And he
said unto his lad, Run, find out now the arrows which I shoot. And as the
lad ran, he shot an arrow beyond him. And when the lad was come to the
place of the arrow which Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried after the lad,
and said, Is not the arrow beyond you? And Jonathan cried after the lad,
Make speed, haste, stay not. And Jonathan’s lad gathered up the arrows,
and came to his master. But the lad knew not anything: only Jonathan and
David knew the matter. And Jonathan gave his artillery unto his lad, and
said unto him, Go, carry them to the city. And as soon as the lad was gone,
David arose out of a place toward the south, and fell on his face to the
ground, and bowed himself three times: and they kissed one another, and
wept, one with another, until David exceeded. And Jonathan said to David,
Go in peace, forasmuch as we have sworn both of us in the name of the
LORD, saying, The LORD be between me and you, and between my seed
and your seed forever. And he arose and departed: and Jonathan went into
the city. Behold the love of Jonathan and David! Here was a brother born
for adversity who clung to his friend in the day of danger, and even jeop-
ardized his own life that he might defend David. Let us see, here, a faint
emblem of what our great Friend, the Lord Jesus, has done for us.

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307
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ENQUIRING OF GOD
NO. 2996
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DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON LORD’S-DAY EVENING, MAY 10, 1863.

“And it came to pass after this, that David enquired of the LORD,
saying, Shall I go up to any of the cities of Judah?”
2 Samuel 2:1.

You perceive, dear Friends, that, although David knew that he was
anointed to be king over Israel, yet he would not take a step towards his
rightful position without first asking guidance from God and, moreover,
he was not content with a general direction, but wanted to have a
particular and special indication as to where he was to go. It was not
enough for God to say to him, “Go up”—he wants to know precisely to
which town of Judah he shall go!

Nor, mark you, was this an exception to David’s usual habit. From his
youth up, he had been accustomed to ask the Lord’s direction in all
cases of difficulty. When he fled from Saul and went to Nod, to Abimelech
the priest, Doeg told Saul that Abimelech enquired of the Lord for David.
It was not enough for David that he had Goliath’s sword, he must also
have guidance from God. When he was in the town of Keilah, which he
had rescued from the Philistines, after he had twice enquired of the Lord
whether he should do so, he asked whether the men of Keilah would
deliver him up to Saul and, as a result of the oracular response which he
obtained from God, he was able to make good his escape. Afterwards,
when David had become king over Israel in Hebron, before he fought with
the Philistines, he enquired of the Lord, “Shall I go up to the Philistines?
Will You deliver them into my hand?” The Lord’s answer was favorable
and David gained a great victory. But when the Philistines came up
again, David did not go out to fight with them until he had once more
enquired of the Lord—and then it was that God gave him that memorable
answer, “And let it be when you hear the sound of a going in the tops of
the mulberry trees, that then you shall bestir yourself; for then shall the
Lord go out before you, to smite the hosts of the Philistines.” David was a
man who always needed to see God’s finger pointing out the right road,
to hear God’s voice, saying, “This is the way, walk you in it.” And he
never seemed to be satisfied unless he could hear the sound of his
Master’s feet close behind him, or see a clear indication that his Master
was just in front of him, or walking by his side!

I hold up David to you as a model for your imitation in this respect,
although I am going to leave David and talk more generally of the duty of
enquiring of God as to what we shall do when we are in any difficulty
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and, indeed, of enquiring of Him at all times, whether we are in difficulty
or not!

I. My first remark is that TO ENQUIRE OF THE LORD AND TO SEEK
GUIDANCE AT HIS HANDS IS THE DUTY OF ALL CHRISTIANS.

This may be inferred from God’s relationship to them. God is their
Father and they are His children—minors who have not yet come of age.
When a son is of age, it is respectful and often very prudent for him to
still consult his experienced sire, but the child in his minority should
venture upon nothing of importance without first going to tell his father.
And if that child is beset by many false friends—by those who would
mislead and ruin him—it will be his privilege as well as his duty to be
often running to his parent and saying, “Father, what shall I do in this
matter? What is true and what is not? Show me what you would have me
do.” If God is our Father, we are His children. And if we do not consult
Him, surely we are but sorry children. We lose a great blessing and incur
no small guilt if, professing to be the sons and daughters of our Father
who is in Heaven, we never ask Him to direct our way!

We also talk of God as our Shepherd. And an important part of a
shepherd’s duty is that of guiding his flock. What would you think if, in
the East, where the shepherd leads the way, the sheep should all think
themselves wise enough to find the road alone? Why, the flocks would
soon be broken up and the pastoral relationship would become mere
farce! If God is your Shepherd, follow Him. Often say to Him, “Show me
the footsteps of the flock.” Desire always to hear the Shepherd’s voice, for
this is the mark of God’s sheep! “My sheep hear My voice, and I know
them, and they follow Me.” How can you call God your Shepherd if you
do not follow Him and never consult Him?

Do you not know also, dearly Beloved, that Christ calls us His spouse?
But what sort of spouse would she be who never entrusted any of her
secrets to her husband and who asked no counsel of him even when she
came into dire distress? There may be some women who are wiser than
their husbands and who can give advice rather than require to ask it, but
it is not so in this case, for never did any other husband have so weak
and foolish a spouse as Jesus Christ has! In fact, her only wisdom is to
confess her folly and to throw herself into her Husband’s arms, and cry—

“Lead me all my journey through!”

What can be our reason for calling God our Lord if we refuse to
consult Him? Do not even the heathen always conclude that a god is to
be consulted? Though their lying oracles have deluded them, yet have
they always been right in the idea that the very thought of godhead
implied guidance! And shall we turn away from Jehovah who really can
guide us? While the heathen look to stocks of wood and stone, shall we
confide in human oracles and neglect to consult God who knows all
things?

I find an argument for this Truth of God in the offices of the Lord Jesus
Christ. What is our blessed Lord to us? He is a Prophet. But how can He
be a Prophet to us if we never go to Him? What does the sacred mantle
that He wears mean if He is never consulted? Is not His office a mere
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name, an empty title, an office which has no value, if we call Him Prophet
and yet never seek His face, nor say to Him, “What is the way that [ am
to take? Be pleased to direct me in it.” He is a Priest—but is it not part of
a priest’s duty to use the Urim and the Thummim upon His breastplate
and to show to those who go to Him what is the proper path for them to
take? But how can I call Christ my Priest if I never consult Him? He is
neither Prophet nor Priest to me if I choose my own way or cut out my
own path for myself.

In one place, at least, Christ is called a Counselor—“His name shall be
called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.” But how is He your Counselor if you never consult
Him? I cannot think that Christ takes upon Himself empty names and
titles! I read in a Preface to our Bible, “James, by the Grace of God, King
of Great Britain, France and Ireland.” There is an empty title, for he was
never king of France, though he was called so. But Christ has no empty
titles! He is called King because He reigns! And He is called Counselor
because He gives advice to His people and pleads their cause! If you
would not, therefore, make out Christ’s offices to be worthless, and His
glorious titles to be but empty words, go and consult Him, for thus you
shall make His heart glad and magnify His name and prove your love to
Him!

But, dear Friends, there is an argument which comes closer home
than this. Our own character should teach us the duty of enquiring of the
Lord. 1If you know yourself rightly, you know that you are very far from
being wise. If I understand myself rightly, I was born like the wild ass
colts—with strong passions and much willfulness, but with no
knowledge, or experience—and needing much guidance for the whole of
life. What is the experience of the most experienced of men worth? I can
conceive that in the eyes of God, the greatest wisdom of Solomon was the
greatest folly, and that the experience of Job was but as the knowledge of
a day! One of Job’s friends said, “We are but of yesterday, and know
nothing.” And when we think we know the most, we generally know the
least.

You have probably noticed that good men usually fail just where they
think they are strongest, yes, and where they really are strongest! Noah
was a preacher of righteousness, yet did he fail in righteousness when
his sons saw him in a state of drunkenness. Moses was exceedingly
meek, yet did he lose his temper and say, “Hear now, you rebels! Must
we fetch you water out of this Rock?” Look, too, at Job, one who excelled
in patience, yet he failed in patience. And you and I will find that the
devil will carry our hearts by storm, not where we think the walls are
weak, or the fortress is dismantled, but just where the flag waves
defiantly over the strongest and loftiest part of our bastion, for Satan
delights to pull down our lofty things of which we are so proud—just as
God loves to pull down the lofty things of sin! See to it then, Christian,
since you are so weak and since you cannot see a day, nor a minute
before you, that you often enquire of your God! I think, too, your past
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indiscretions and the distresses into which your willfulness has driven
you might teach you henceforth to wait only upon God.

I shall give only one other argument, here, because I need not prove
what all admit, but what so few practice. The Christian should enquire of
his God for his own avowed objective in life. We profess, though we do not
carry it out as we ought, that we are living for God. Is there a man living
who could truly say, with Paul, “For to me to live is Christ”? I believe
there are hundreds and thousands of such men, but I do not believe that
anything like one-half of the professing Christians of today know what
that test really means. “For to me to live is Christ.” If they truthfully
wrote their own commentaries upon it, many of them would say, “We
cannot say that. We never could be so enthusiastic or so fanatical as to
say that.” And they would almost as soon give up their profession of
Christianity as attempt to carry out that text as it ought to be carried
out! Yet this is what we profess—and if we profess to live for God’s Glory
and for the extension of Christ’s Kingdom, how can we do it except in
God’s strength? And how will God give us His strength without also
giving us His wisdom with which to use it? A man clothed with Divine
energy, unaccompanied by Divine wisdom, would be one of the most
dangerous persons in the whole world! A man who can speak so as to
move the multitude and to stir the souls of men, is a very dangerous
person unless piety fills his heart and the Grace of God controls his
tongue. Suppose that man to have Divine power given to Him, as Judas
had in a certain sense, but without the wisdom of God to guide him? We
might as well have a devil on earth as have such a man as that! No, if we
could succeed in attaining our avowed objective in life—the glorifying of
God—we must enquire of Him!

II. Now I come to a second remark which is this. IF CHRISTIANS ASK
GOD TO GUIDE THEM IN EVERYTHING THEY DO, THEY OUGHT TO
SEE TO IT THAT THEY NEVER DO ANYTHING ABOUT WHICH THEY
CANNOT ASK GOD’S GUIDANCE.

This Truth of God comes close to home to some people. For instance,
unlawful pleasures are manifestly forbidden to the Christian. Those which
the worldling may indulge in without any very great injury to himself are
forbidden to the true Christian because he cannot enquire of the Lord
about them. I have heard of people who say that they can go to the
theater and yet are Christians. Well now, I would like somebody to write
a form of prayer to be used by Christians in theatres, something to this
effect—“O Lord, lead me not into temptation, but be pleased to bless the
play tonight to my soul’s welfare. Grant that if it is Your will that I should
die here, I may enter into eternal life having gone from the pleasures of
this life to the pleasures that are to be hereafter!” If | were to write such a
prayer as that, you would say, “Oh, that is shocking! It is shocking for
anybody even to think of praying there!” Ah, it is shocking—not shocking
to think of praying, but shocking to go where you dare not pray! Should a
Christian ever be anywhere where he would be ashamed to die? I heard a
lady once say that religion ought to be confined to places of worship and
that it ought not to be talked about anywhere else. So I suggested to her
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that we ought to have our places of worship made larger, for, of course,
people would want religion when they came to die—so they had better die
where religion would be in its proper place!

A Christian knows that he should not go to such places of amusement
as worldlings frequent—they may go without any very great mischief, but
he may not. He could not feed on the fare that is provided there, for it is
not to his taste and, moreover, he would not go there because he could
not expect to have communion with Christ there. And he could not ask
God’s blessing upon his going there. There are many amusements in the
world—and you can always tell which are right and which are wrong by
this text. You may do anything upon which you can ask God’s blessing—
but if you cannot ask God’s blessing upon it, have nothing to do with it!
If there are any things about which you have any doubt, leave them
alone! Another man who has no doubt about the matter, may do without
sin what you must not do if you have any doubt about it. If you feel, in
your conscience, that you can expect the Lord’s blessing and maintain
communion with Christ in what you do, then you may do it. But if not, it
is at your peril that you will do it.

Then there are unlawful avocations in which Christians must not be
engaged. I could not ask the Lord’s blessing if I were selling gin and other
liquors all day long. I do not know how some men may feel, but if I had
pocketed the fools’ pence, I could not pray, “Lord, be pleased to guide me
where [ shall open the next devil’s-house and set traps to catch poor
drinking men.” I should expect, if I went to ask God’s guidance about
that matter, that I should receive a very sharp rebuke from Him for
having the impudence to ask Him about any such thing! There are also
other trades and employments which you must not touch, as you know
that they are so beset with evil customs that you cannot ask the Lord’s
blessing upon them. I am sure that man up in the gallery did not ask the
Lord to bless him when he was taking his shutters down this morning—
and as he could not ask God’s blessing upon it, he ought not to have
done it! There are some of you here who still have your shops open. Your
daughter hates the business, but she is chained to the counter while you
are here. How can you come to the House of God and yet violate the Day
of God? Have you any conscience or have you drugged it to sleep? If you
should have your house full of silver and gold gained by such trading as
that, it will be a curse to you and a curse to your children—and to your
children’s children! It is a curse to have that which has not God’s
blessing upon it—and ill-gotten gains never can have it. Old Hard-Fists
cannot ask God’s blessing upon his action when he takes his brother by
the throat, and says, “Pay me what you owe, even to the uttermost
farthing.” And the man who grinds down the poor needlewomen who
work for him cannot ask God’s blessing—neither can the man who pays
his employees barely enough to get a crust of bread, yet spreads out his
money and says, “Thank God that He has given me wealth!” No, the
curse of the Almighty rests upon them and God will one day avenge the
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blood of those whom they have cruelly put to death that they might
increase their ill-gotten gains!

I pray you, members of this Church, and members of Christ’s body
everywhere, touch nothing upon which you cannot ask God’s blessing!
The moment you perceive that God cannot be consulted about a thing,
turn your back upon it and say, “Let those who mean to damn their
souls do the devil’s work! But a Christian must not and will not touch it.”
I am aware that in my saying these things, I may strike some persons
who are engaged in trades which they conduct lawfully. My censure is
not intended for those persons who, though in a trade which I might not
choose, yet do their best to conduct it honorably. Still, I would make the
censure as sweeping as it ought to be, for there are far too many men
merely for gain following that which they know is damnable—and must
in the end ruin their own souls!

I think this rule may help guide you through life—Do nothing upon
which you cannot ask God’s blessing. Young woman, if you can ask the
Lord’s blessing upon your contemplated marriage, you may enter upon
it. Young man, if you can ask the Lord’s blessing upon the taking of that
new shop, you may do it. You who already have plenty of business and
who now give some of your time to God’s cause, but who know that if you
take that next shop, you cannot continue to do so, ought not to give up
the service of God’s House in order to increase your worldly business. I
am not always sorry when men do not get on in business as fast as they
wish, for I remember the case of good Jehoshaphat who “made ships of
Tharshish to go to Ophir for gold: but they went not, for they were
broken at Eziongeber.” And a great mercy that they were, for if they had
gone and had brought the gold to the king, I do not know what
Jehoshaphat might have done with it! Was it not Mr. Cecil, who, on
hearing that one of his friends had come in for a great deal of money,
went to sympathize with him and to pray for him, “under the trying
circumstances”? Doubtless, the more a man has, the more is he tempted
not to use it rightly. And while it is, in some senses, a high privilege to
have wealth, yet it involves such solemn responsibilities that a man
should never have it without enquiring of God how he can rightly use it.

III. Now, thirdly, THIS DIVINE GUIDANCE IS AS NECESSARY, NOW,
AS IT EVER WAS, AND IT IS NECESSARY IN ALL THINGS.

Some people say, “Yes, we believe that the Lord’s guidance would be a
great blessing to us, and that it is our duty to seek it. But how can we
get it? There is no priest to whom we can go for direction and we cannot
go to our minister and say, ‘What shall we do?’ He is not able to give us
the Infallible answer we need.” Your minister does not wish to do it, for
he thinks he is better employed in preaching the Gospel to you and
giving you Infallible directions concerning your immortal souls! I
certainly do not approve of the practice by which some people say they
can tell the Lord’s will by just opening the Bible and noticing the first
text which catches their eye. | know that Mr. Wesley frequently practiced
this plan, but, like some other good men, he had his faults and I know
that others have imitated him. But I should think myself no more
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justified in seeking guidance in that way than I should in shuffling a
pack of cards! I could no more expect to be guided by a text of Scripture,
picked out in that haphazard style, than by a Norwood Gypsy. No, no! We
are above all that kind of thing!

How, then, does God guide His people? Well, there are several ways
which are very clear, and the first is, God guides them by His Word. 1 will
suppose there is a young woman here who is contemplating marriage
and she wants to know whether it would be right. She turns to her Bible
and she finds this text—“Be you not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers.” The young man in question is an unbeliever, so she does
not need to turn to any other passage of Scripture, for this one is
decisive. If she really wants to know God’s will, here it is—and she could
not have it more clearly even if God were to flash it in lightning across
the sky, or roll it out in tones of thunder! This is the way plainly marked
out for her and I would that she and all other young Christians—before
they ruin their prospects, before they bring upon themselves lifelong
misery—would hear the voice of God saying to them, “Be you not
unequally yoked together with unbelievers.” The case is as plain as
possible. Nobody need be consulted. You need not go to friends. You
need not come to me and ask, “What ought I do?” If you are disobedient
and are afterwards made miserable, it is nothing more than you ought to
expect. I single that case out because it happens to be one that often
comes up, especially in a large congregation like the present, with so
many in it who are young. And here, I say, God’s Word becomes a
faithful and unerring guide!

I have heard of a poor Christian man who was in great difficulty. One
day, when his wife and children were almost starving, and were shivering
with cold, and he had nothing with which to make a fire, the devil said to
him, “Your rich neighbor has a good stack of wood and you may go and
take some of it, for the Bible says that, “all things are yours.” He was
going to take it, but, all of a sudden, that old command came into his
mind, “You shall not steal.” That was quite enough for him—he did not
need anything else. He turned back at once, for God’s Word was to him a
sufficient guide.

The next guidance is our own spiritual profit and God’s Glory. You need
to know whether you shall move to such-and-such a town. Well, is there
a good Evangelical minister there? Can you hear the Word to profit in
that town? If not, unless there are some very strong reasons why you
should go there, you ought to remain where your soul can be best
profited. A man would often be better off with less earnings where he
could hear a faithful minister than with more money in a place where the
Gospel is not preached! Ask the question, too, “Can I serve God there?” If
you cannot, what right have you to go there? If you have to give up a
sphere of usefulness and there is no other sphere open to you, then
pause. You will always know which way to go if you have this compass in
your hand, for it will always point you to the right pole. And if you use it,
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you will always be guided to the paths of righteousness—Can I serve God
there? Will my soul be in a more healthy state if I go there?

Then another way of guidance is by the leadings of Divine Providence.
This is nothing as clear as the rules I have already given you, because
when you want to do a thing, you can always find a Providence which
seems to be in favor of it. It is remarkable how many ministers leave
salaries of £200 a year in places where they might still have been
comfortable and useful, to go where they would get £250 a year—they
have said it was Providence—but it is equally remarkable how very few of
them ever move from £250 to £200. I have but little faith in “Providence”
of this sort! I believe in Divine Providence, but I do not always believe in
what people speak of as Providence. They say, “There is such-and-such a
thing. I know it is not quite right, but I would like to have it. And then,
you see, there is so-and-so, and so-and-so, and so-and-so, and—it looks
quite like Providence.” Nonsense! God’s Providence never permits you to
do wrong! But when you wish to act for the Glory of God, a path cleared
before you and an open door will help you to feel that you are being
Infallibly led by the Providence and the Word of God—and by His Spirit
in your heart.

Beside this, I think that young people would do well to seek advice
from experienced and consistent Christian friends. By stating their
difficulty, it may be that God’s servant will be helped to tell them just
what they need and, often, you may receive through the lips of a
preacher who knows nothing of your case, guidance from God. Many and
many a time have I seen this to be the case! God has told the preacher
what to say about a certain person’s case although he did not even know
who the person was to whom he was unconsciously speaking—and who
was rightly guided by what the preacher was moved to say.

Sometime, too, but rarely, God guides us by very vivid impressions. 1
have seen so much of people who have been impressed this way and that
way, and the other way, that I do not believe in impressions except in
certain cases. I was once in conversation with two friends, one of whom
was guided by his judgment, while the other was swayed by impressions,
and I could not help noting that the man who was guided by impressions
was, as such people will always be, “unstable as water.” If I am
impressed in one way one day, I may be impressed in another way the
next day, so impressions are unreliable guides. There was a young man
who was impressed with the idea that he ought to preach for me one
Lord’s-Day. But as I was not impressed to let him do so, he lost out and
probably will continue to lose out for some little time! He had no gifts of
speech, but he thought his impression was quite sufficient. When I
receive a similar impression, the Revelation will be a proper one and you
will have the pleasure of listening to his voice, but certainly not before
that!

Occasionally, impressions do guide a man right. A Quaker, one night,
could not sleep and he had a very strong impression that he must get up
and saddle and mount his horse. He did so and rode along the streets,
his horse’s hoofs noisily clattering in the silence of the night. He did not
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know where he was to go, but there was a light in one house, and
something seemed to say to him, “This is the house to which you are to
go.” He dismounted and knocked at the door. A man came down and
asked why he was there at that time of night. “Perhaps, Friend,”
answered the Quaker, “you can tell me, for I do not know, but I have
been moved to come here.” “I can tell you, indeed,” said the man, with
much emotion, and he took him upstairs and showed him a short halter
with which he was about to hang himself when the Quaker came to his
door! Such strong impressions are not to be despised and I have no
doubt that highly spiritual minds do become like the photographer’s
sensitive plate and receive impressions. What another man may be a fool
for talking of, such men may truly speak of, for God does sometimes
reveals His will in that way.

IV. And now, to close, let me say that WHEN WE HAVE RECEIVED
COUNSEL FROM GOD ABOUT ANYTHING, LET US ACT ACCORDING TO
IT.

If you go and ask God about anything, do not, as some people do
when they consult their minister, make up your mind beforehand as to
what you will do. But having consulted your God and learned what is His
will, mind that you do it. If all the devils in Hell stand in your way, mind
that you do it. If friends oppose and foes assail you, still do it. There may
be a point on which I differ from you, but I shall do what I believe is right
and shall not hesitate, whoever may oppose. When God moves us, we are
not to be turned aside by any man’s words, or by a thousand men’s
words. If once we have, “Thus says the Lord,” we must and will go on
over the mountains and through the seas if God so wills it.

I will finish with an instance of what I mean. There was a missionary,
who is still living, who had given himself to God’s cause and had gone
out without purse or scrip, simply depending on the bounty of Heaven.
He was called, in the Providence of God, to go in a vessel to one of the
guano islands where a great number of ships were congregated to take
away that valuable manure. He found very little opportunity of serving
his Master for some time until a mutiny broke out on the island. The
mariners rebelled. They fought with the men employed in moving the
manure and the most fearful scenes ensued—the men being drunk from
morning till night. The ship-masters did not know what to do, but at last
they sent for one of Her Majesty’s men-of-war. It came and when the
captain had landed with the marines, he told the mutineers that unless
they submitted at once, he would fire upon them. They appeared to be
very humble and seemed to be subdued at once. The vessel could not
stay long, for she was looking out for slavers on the African coast, and as
soon as the ship was out of sight, the mutineers were as wild and
ferocious as they were before.

There was one man there—no very extraordinary man in his own
esteem—he sits behind me now. He was the missionary of whom I spoke.
He felt in his heart that he had a call from God to speak to those men, so
he begged the captain to send him on shore in a boat. But the captain
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said he was not such a fool, for the missionary would be killed directly.
He asked again, but received a similar refusal. He found another captain
and persuaded him to plead his cause and, at last, after much talking, it
was agreed that he should go, though the captain said, “You will surely
not go and preach the Gospel to those devils—they ought to be hung,
everyone of them.” The missionary said that he felt that God had called
him to do it and he would go. So he was rowed ashore and down came
these fiends in human shape to meet him. He felt some little
apprehension, but he was sure that he was doing the right thing. He had
asked counsel of God and he knew that God would help him, so he
pulled out of his pocket a Bethel flag.

The great, rough fellows came crowding round him, but, holding up
the Bethel flag, he began talking to them as if he had been the coolest
and most collected man in the world, though I expect his heart was
beating fast all the time. He said, “My good fellows, they tell me that you
are like devils, that you won’t work, and that it is no use for me to come
to talk to you. But I believe that some of you had pious mothers who
used to teach you the Gospel. And I know that when you were in
England, you were not what you are now. Besides, | have heard you sing
your songs and I should like you to sing with me now.” Then he gave out

the hymn—
“O God of Bethel by whose hand
Your people still are fed
Who through this weary pilgrimage
Have all our fathers led.”

After they had sung the hymn, he went on talking to them. And when
some big fellows, a little way off, looked as though they were meditating
mischief, he pointed to them and said, “If any of you attempt to disturb
me, there are plenty of good fellows round me who will stop you, so you
had better come and listen to what I have to say.” The men came near
and he preached to them with fervency and power—and his Master’s
blessing was upon him, for, the next day, all the men were at their work
again—and many of them were ready to do as they had done in their
better days! And what Her Majesty’s ship, with so many guns, could not
do, the poor preacher’s word did, for it turned the lions into lambs!
Whenever any of you have anything to do which you know is right, do
it! After you have enquired of God, do not stop to consult friends, but go
and do it! Take your sling and your stone and, in God’s name, sling the
stone into the giant’s forehead and, like David, come back victorious, for
that shall be your last answer to those who would persuade you not to do
it! Never ask God to guide you and then, when He says, “This is the way,”
stand still, and say, “That way is too hard, too stern, too difficult, I will
not walk in it.” Go forward, for, if Hell, itself, were before you, God would
divide it even as he divided the Red Sea for His ancient people! Only have
faith in God, for “all things are possible to him who believes.” There is
one short message that God gives for guidance to everyone of us and
more especially to you who are not converted! It is this, “Seek you My
face.” This very moment, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall
be saved,” for, “now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of
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salvation!” When you have taken God’s advice concerning your poor
soul’s eternal welfare. When you have believed in Jesus to the salvation
of your soul—then go to Him about your temporal concerns and about
everything—and you will then be able to say, with the Psalmist, “You
shall guide me with Your counsel, and afterward receive me to Glory.”

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
PSALM 63.

“A Psalm of David when he was in the wilderness of Judah.”

Shall we praise God in the garden and not praise him in the
wilderness? No! We will sing a new song when we come into the desert,
for, even if we are in a desert, that is no reason why there should be a
desert in us, so let us praise God even in our wilderness experience!

Verse 1. O God. Two very solemn words. Never use them, I pray you,
as hasty, thoughtless expressions. God’s name must never be taken in
vain. I fear that there are some who do this and are not rebuked for it.
When we say, “O God,” there ought to be something solemn to follow.

1. You are my God. The second word, “God,” signifies, “my strong one,
my mighty one, to whom I can bring all my weakness and all my care; for
You are strong enough to take care of me even in the wilderness.”

1. Early will I seek You. That is, “at once.” “I will not delay, but
immediately will I seek You. I will not so much seek to get out of the
wilderness, or seek for comfort in the wilderness, as seek for everything
in You.”

1. My soul thirsts for You. This is a blessed experience. It is a sad thing
to be without God in any degree, but it is a blessed thing when we
cannot rest without Him.

1. My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is.
“My flesh>—that lowest part of me—even that has been awakened and
quickened! “My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land, where no
water is.” “Where there is no water, no well, no cloud, no rain, I am
longing for You, my God.” “My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty
land, where no water is”

2. To see Your power and Your Glory, so as I have seen You in the
sanctuary. David remembers better times that he had enjoyed in the past
and he longs to have them back. He wants again to know, and feel, and
enjoy all he has ever known, and felt and enjoyed. And, blessed be God,
He will grant us that gift!

3, 4. Because Your loving kindness is better than life, my lips shall
praise You. Thus will I bless You while I live. “Whether I live in a sterile
wilderness or in a fertile land, I will bless You while I live.”

4. ] will lift up my hands in Your name. “I will pluck up my spirit. I will
begin to pray. I will begin to work. I will look toward Heaven—T will lift
up my hands in Your name.”

5. My soul shall be satisfied with marrow and fatness, and my mouth
shall praise You with joyful lips. There is everything that is satisfactory in
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God. If we do but enjoy His Presence, we cannot lack anything. Are we
not put, as it were, into Heaven itself when we are brought near to God?
Are we not willing to remain for a while on earth and to stay out of
Heaven, if we may but have the Lord with us and constantly enjoy His
company?

6. When I remember You upon my bed, and meditate on You in the night
watches. When one is living near to God, he is not afraid of
sleeplessness. He would be glad of the rest that sleep brings, but if he
cannot sleep, he finds a sweeter rest in God! I remarked, one day, to one
who lives very near to God, that it was a weary and sad thing to lie
sleepless. And he said to me something that stuck by me. “I do not think
so,” he said, “for when I wake in the night, my Heavenly Father talks so
sweetly to me that I do not want to go back to sleep. And when He does
not want to speak to me, I speak to Him in prayer, and so the hours glide
away most happily.”

7. Because You have been my help, therefore in the shadow of Your
wings will I rejoice. “If I cannot look up and see the light of Your face, the
very shade of Your wings shall make me glad, and I will sing like a
nightingale in the dark.”

8. My soul follows hard after You. The Hebrew is, “My soul is glued to
You.” “I am like a dog that keeps close to his master’s heels and will not
leave him.”

8. Your right hand upholds me. We could not follow the Lord if His
hand were not still underneath us to keep us going.

9, 10. But those that seek my soul, to destroy it, shall go into the lower
parts of the earth. They shall fall by the sword: they shall be a portion for
foxes. The jackal is the creature meant here, for he haunts the battlefield
and devours the slain. So it came to pass with many of David’s foes. They
fell in battle and the wild beasts devoured them.

11. But the king shall rejoice in God: everyone that swears by Him shall
glory: but the mouth of them that speak lies shall be stopped. If they
cannot be stopped by reason or by repentance, they shall be stopped
with a shovelful of earth, for God will stop the mouths of all liars in one
way or another.

—Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST.
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“NOW THEN, DO IT”
NO. 1375

DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 23, 1877,
BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“You sought for David in times past to be king over you: now then, do it: for the
Lord has spoken of David, saying, By the hand of My servant David
I will save My people Israel out of the hand of the Philistines,
and out of the hand of all their enemies.”
2 Samuel 3:17, 18.

You know the circumstances under which these words were spoken.
God had cast off Saul because he had not been faithful and He had ap-
pointed David to be his successor, anointing him by the hand of Samuel.
Yet when Saul was slain in battle, Israel seemed determined to choose her
own king by selecting one of Saul’s family—and under the leadership of
Abner, the majority of the tribes set up Ishbosheth, son of Jonathan, to be
king. Then commenced a civil war between the two parties and we read
that the house of David waxed stronger and stronger, but the house of
Saul grew weaker and weaker. In process of time Abner, the commander-
in-chief and prime minister who was at the head of Saul’s party, because
it served his own purposes, changed his mind and resolved that David
should become king over the whole land.

Having so resolved, he began to persuade the tribes and argue with
them on David’s behalf. And the words of my text are a part of a very pow-
erful argument which he used in order to induce them to give up the king
of their own choosing and offer the crown to the king whom God had ap-
pointed, even David. I need say but very little, however, about the circum-
stances of the case, for I am about to accommodate the words to quite an-
other people and another king. I desire, in all sincerity of heart, to ap-
proach those of you whose minds are ruled by evil desires and motives, all
of which are alien sovereigns, hostile to the true King whom God has
anointed—and to remind you, this morning, that you have, in times past,
sought to have Jesus to be King over you.

Perhaps you have some desires towards Him lingering in your heart
even now and, therefore, I have hope of you that you will go further, and
in all sincerity, submit yourselves to His dominion. It is time that you
should go beyond mere desires and attain to something practical. In the
words of Abner I would say to you, “Now then, do it.” If worth desiring, it
is worth performing. “Now then, do it.” There are the best of reasons why
you should do it, for Jesus is God’s appointed King, anointed by the Holy
Spirit, by whom alone He will save you from your spiritual enemies. May
God grant that His Word be successful, through His Divine Spirit, in es-
tablishing the Kingdom of Christ in many undecided hearts, this morning,
and He shall have the praise!
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The text gives me the following run of thought. First, I would remind
you of former impulses—“You sought for David in times past to be king
over you.” Secondly, I would recommend decided action—“Now then, do
it.” And thirdly, I would reason with a forcible argument for, only changing
names, | may read my text in this fashion, “The Lord has spoken of Jesus,
saying, By the hand of My only begotten Son I will save My people Israel
out of the hand of the powers of darkness, and out of the hand of all their
enemies.”

I. First, then, my business this morning is to REMIND UNDECIDED
PERSONS OF FORMER IMPULSES. I would personally address each hesi-
tating hearer and call up the memories of His life. You are not a Christian,
but many times you have been upon the verge of it, for you have even
gone the length of seeking, after a fashion, to have Jesus for your King. Of
course the character and frequency of those impulses have varied greatly
in different individuals. Each man has had his own amount of drawings
and inclinings towards God. I cannot so speak as to describe all at once
and, therefore, I must go into particulars.

Many of you have been tutored in the ways and manners of the godly
from your youth up. The very first song you heard your mother sing, as
she hushed you to sleep, was sweetened with the name of Jesus. Probably
you cannot recollect a time when there were not some holy agencies at
work upon your heart. And you remember the effect they had upon you,
even at the very beginning, when as a child your little prayers at night
grew fervent and you sobbed yourself to sleep with grief for having done
wrong. Often did your childish heart sigh after, “gentle Jesus,” and long
for His love. I think I see those tears upon your little cheeks even now,
when you had lately heard the story of Jesus, or had been earnestly ad-
dressed concerning death and judgment to come. When the sweetness
and beauty of Christ and the happiness of Believers were set before you in
your youth, you often felt drawn to the Cross of Christ.

Nor was it in childhood, alone, for as you grew older there were agen-
cies adapted for your growth prepared by infinite love. Some of you fell
into the hands of sincere Christian men and women who did not cease to
instruct you and to warn you. And sometimes, as you must remember if
you will but try to do so, you were like Agrippa of old, “almost persuaded
to be a Christian.” You promised, you resolved, you began even to pray,
but, alas, your goodness was as the morning cloud, as the early dew and
soon passed away. But you do remember, don’t you, that it was there?
Since then, though you have been immersed in business cares, you have
not been altogether without some thoughts towards Jesus the Savior.

An earnest sermon has driven you home to your knees. Affliction has
frequently compelled you solemnly to consider. The death of others has
made you pause and forced you to hopeful resolves. Can you count up the
many times in which you have come to a dead halt and have raised the
question, “Shall I go further or shall I turn?” Your soul has been half con-
strained to say within herself, “Things shall be altered. I will no longer be
an ungrateful child to my good God, but I will arise and go to my Father.”
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Why, there are some of you to whom continuance in rebellion must have
been very difficult, for you have had to stifle and almost to strangle con-
science! If you do not see, it is because you have laid your fingers heavily
upon your eyelids to keep out the light—if you have not heard, it has been
because you have stopped your ears till they have become dull of hearing.

The knock at your door by your Lord’s pierced hand has been kept up
year after year, almost incessantly, and even in the night watches you
have been startled with it. He whose head is wet with dew and His locks
with the drops of the night, has stood there these many weary months
knocking, knocking, knocking! In boundless patience of love He still lin-
gers and again lifts that scarred hand to knock again in tender earnest-
ness. You have been almost persuaded to rise from the couch of your
sloth to admit Him to your heart, but as yet you have not done so. You
sought for David to be king over you in times past, some of you, but, alas,
you have not crowned him yet.

There are others among you who have not been so highly favored with
religious advantages. Some of you, perhaps, come of an ungodly house-
hold and your bringing up has been apart from the things of God. I grieve
to say that this is getting more frequent daily, especially in our great cit-
ies. Children, nowadays, are not trained to the observance of the Sabbath
as they were! Multitudes in this great city seldom tread the floor of God’s
House at all. Still, I can scarcely imagine that there is one present but
who has, at times, enjoyed holy impulses, right convictions and pure de-
sires. Conscience, though not enlightened as we could have wished, has
not been quite quit with you—you have felt uneasy in your unconverted
state and you are uneasy now.

You have been forced, sometimes, to think, and when a man who is
without God and without Christ begins to think, his thoughts must trou-
ble him and, being troubled, he is likely to desire the way of peace. I can-
not but believe that you who are thoughtful have sometimes had intense
desires to be Christians. You have longed to be pardoned, renewed and
sanctified. Would you not give all that you have for a sure hope of
Heaven? You know that occasionally, at least, pure aspirations have come
over you—and I wish that I could, by any means, so revive your memories
that you would all confess that you sought for Jesus in times past to be
King over youl!

If you remember these things, I beg you, also, to consider that your re-
sponsibilities have been increased in proportion to those impulses, for
every time you have checked conscience, or have held yourself back when
you were moved towards right, you have not only incurred a present sin,
but you have rendered all your future life the more censurable! The more
difficult it is to persevere in an evil course, the more intensely sinful that
perseverance becomes! So that I must charge upon some here present
that every day in which they live without repentance and without faith is a
day of aggravated iniquity, seeing that they resist the Holy Spirit as did,
also, their fathers!
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You love darkness rather than light because your deeds are evil. None
are so blamable for ignorance as those who refuse to learn and none so
guilty in their sins as those who resist better impulses and do violence to
themselves in order to indulge their iniquities. The case varies, however,
as we have already seen. These impulses have been usual in you at cer-
tain times and these find a parallel in the case of Israel. The tribes desired
David for king on certain occasions. For instance, whenever Saul was
more than ordinarily oppressive, they sighed for the son of Jesse who was
of a gentler mold. Whenever sin begins to be oppressive to a man, he has,
for the present, some wish to escape from its tyranny. Sin is a very hard
taskmaster, especially some forms of it.

Let a man pursue the sin of drunkenness and, “who has woe? Who has
redness of eyes” like he does? Let a man follow the lusts of the flesh and
his very body soon begins to smart beneath the lash of his despotic vices.
Even now the earnest of sin’s wage is something dreadful for a man to re-
ceive! Have you ever seen a spendthrift brought to beggary and rags? Do
you wonder that when his hungry belly accuses him, he promises better
things and, in a measure, is sincere in his good resolves? Selfishness, it-
self, calls upon men to quit their evil ways which are ruining them body
and soul! It is not at all amazing that so loud and near a voice should, for
a time, be heard!

Some of you know well when it has been so, when your sin has lost its
pleasurableness, when the beaded bubbles of frothy joy have disappeared
from the cup of sin and it has become stale and flat—then you have seen
the hollowness of the world and cried, “I would gladly be a Christian!”
These Israelites, perhaps, in their hearts sought for David to be king when
they saw the joy upon the face of David’s men. His troops often had spoil
to share and they always spoke well of their captain. And whenever one of
David’s men was seen anywhere about Judah or Israel, the people said,
“Those warriors have a goodly heritage in being under such a noble
leader’—and they wished they had such a king, themselves!

I do not doubt but sometimes when you hear Christ preached in all His
sweetness, your mouths begin to water after Him! “Is He so good, is He so
pleasant? Oh, that we knew Him!” And when you see Christians so happy
and especially when you see them in times of trouble so cheerful and joy-
ous under all their trials, I know you have had an inward wish that you
knew their secret and could share their peace. Has not it been so? When
you saw your mother die, did you not wish you had her Savior to soften
your pillow as He softened hers? When that dear little child of yours who
loved the Savior sang of Jesus as she departed, you almost wished that
you could die with her if you might as cheerfully meet the Lord! Well,
those were times when you sought David to be king over you in days past.

I want, if I can, to bring them all up afresh. Perhaps if they would all
revive at once and come again, God might bless them and make the
united impulse strong enough, by His good Spirit, to carry you over the
frontier into the Kingdom of Christ. The Israelites, no doubt, often wished
that David had been king when they saw their enemies gradually en-
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croaching upon their territory and threatening to subdue them. They
sighed and said, “Oh, for an hour of David with his sling and his stone. In
the name of the Lord he brought down the haughty Philistine. O that he
were to the front again! Saul has fallen on the mountains and Jonathan is
slain upon his high places, and we, the people of the Lord, are trod down
by the uncircumcised! Oh for the son of Jesse, once again, to lead our
armies forth to successful war!”

Have you not, also, when you have seen the strength of your growing
sins and contemplated the ruin which they will bring upon you, longed for
a Deliverer? When you have perceived what sin will surely bring upon you,
by-and-by, in another world and how, even now, it holds you in bondage,
have you not wished for a Savior, yes, wished for the Christ of God to
come and destroy your sins and overthrow Satan and set you free? I am
sure you must have had such wishes when sickness has made death ap-
pear to be approaching, when judgment has begun to be realized and the
terrors of wrath to come! You thought of Jesus in times past to be King
over you. And have you not, also, like Israel, often longed for your true
King that you might, at last, find rest?

The civil war must have inflicted much misery upon the nation and,
therefore, the people wished the strife to be ended through David’s being
made king. So, too, you wish that your heart were peaceful and quiet, for
now you are ill at ease. You love your pleasurable sins, but you are not
easy in them. The bed is shorter than a man can stretch himself upon and
you know it! You wish that you enjoyed the solid peace, the confidence
and satisfaction which Believers possess! But you know that you cannot
have it apart from Christ and this reflection has sometimes made you
seek Christ, after your fashion, though, alas, it has not lasted long enough
to produce real allegiance to Him! I think it right to remind you of these
past feelings. How I wish they would come back and rise to practical re-
sults. May the Holy Spirit renew them in a deeper form than in the past,
that you may, at once, with eagerness, go forth and salute your King—the
King who wore a crown of thorns for your sake!

These seekings after David were sometimes vivid and strong with the
Israelites and so, too, impulses with undecided people are occasionally
very powerful. Though they do not actually lay hold on Eternal Life, they
have strong desires to do so. They go beyond empty wishes and seriously
sigh for an interest in Jesus—and yet they pause there and go no further.
The bud becomes a tiny fruit and then withers from the tree. I have
known unconverted people to feel great terror at the thought of remaining
unsaved. Under this influence they have gone to their knees and begun to
pray. They have gone to their Bibles and begun to read. They have at-
tended the House of God with great regularity and listened with very sol-
emn attention—and they have even gone the length of mending their ways
in many points!

They have begun to frequent Prayer Meetings and, for a while, it did
seem as if Jesus would be King over them! Indeed, we hoped that they
were already the servants of the Lord, but, alas, our hopes were disap-
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pointed—they turned back and walked no more with us. Oftentimes the
impulses which are put aside and stamped out by half-awakened men are
exceedingly difficult to overcome. Some of you have had to exert your-
selves fearfully to remain as you are. You have needed help of the world,
the flesh and the devil to overpower the force which held you, for a while,
in its grasp. Some men battle for damnation with a greater force than oth-
ers strive after Eternal Life! The way of transgressors is sometimes hard,
in this sense, that they find it difficult to continue as they are—they are so
persecuted by the persuasions, warnings and entreaties of good men—and
their conscience is so alarmed as to give them little or no rest.

Alas, their neck is as an iron sinew and they are set on mischiefl And
despite the inward calls which bid them seek Jesus for their King, they
turn a deaf ear to the most tender wooing and continue as they were—but
not without an awful increase of guilt. Listen to me, you who are de-
scribed in the language I have used! Listen and learn wisdom! Nothing
has come of all the seekings of your youth and your later days. You
sought for David in times past to be king over you, but nothing has come
of it! Nothing has come of it even to this day. You saw that religion was
right—you did not argue to the contrary! You admitted all its reasons! You
yielded your understanding so far that you would even defend the Truth of
God against opponents!

But what of all that? To admit a thing to be right is but a small part of
the matter, if you practically deny it by your indifference. You have wished
that you were a Christian—you have wished it hundreds of times, but
this, also, is vanity, if carried no further. “If wishes were horses beggars
would ride” and so, if wishes were Graces the careless would be saved.
You know, too, that you went beyond wishing—you regretted that you
were not already decided—you felt very much ashamed of yourself for hav-
ing resisted so long. If anybody had told you that you would be hesitating,
now, you would not have believed it. Ten years ago, if anyone had said, “In
ten years’ time you will be sitting in the Tabernacle just as undecided as
you used to be,” you would have replied with indignation, “Is your servant
a dog? I shall never be so foolish.”

But it is even worse, for now you do not feel half so much as you once
did. You were more impressible years ago than you are now and, speaking
after the manner of men, you are now far less likely to be saved. You know
it is so and yet you did at that time, after a fashion, pray and, after a sort,
you were in earnest. But what of all that? Nothing has come of it! Will
anything ever come of it? The Israelites might talk about making David
king, but that would not crown him. They might meet together and say
they wished it were so, but that would not do it. It might be generally ad-
mitted that he ought to be monarch and it might even be earnestly hoped
that one day he would be—but that would not do it—something more de-
cided must be done.

And oh, am I not, indeed, hitting the very center of the target when I
say of some of you that you have, scores of times, given up the whole
question as a matter of argument? Yes, and your heart has submitted that
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it was wrong of you to continue as you are! And you have been moved
with strong resolutions towards repentance and faith and yet you are the
same as ever and not one inch closer to salvation! You are still in dark-
ness, still under the dominion of Satan, still the slave of sin and so, I fear,
you will be in 10 more years! And so you will be to the end of life—and so
forever and forever! May God grant that my words may not be prophetic
concerning any one of you, but that you may, this very day, be moved by
the Eternal Spirit to take decided action through His Grace. “Now then, do
it.”

II. I therefore pass on to the second part, to RECOMMEND DECIDED
ACTION. “You sought for David in times past to be king over you, now
then, do it.” No longer stand thinking, questioning, hesitating, halting—
but now then, do it! Do one thing or the other! If God is God, serve Him! If
Baal is God or the devil is God, serve him. Do not sit down forever in this
absurd condition of believing a thing to be right and yet neglecting it—of
feeling yourself to be in danger and not seeking to escape by the way
which you admit to be safe and fitting! Come, now, to something like hon-
est dealing with yourself and with your Lord.

Note the business on hand—it is that Jesus should be King over you. It
was necessary that David should become king, or else he could not rescue
Israel from the Philistines and, in your case, Jesus must be King or He
cannot be your Savior. Thousands of people are quite willing to be saved
by Christ, but when it comes to the first step, namely, that Jesus must be
accepted as Ruler, Lawgiver, Master, King and Lord, then they start back
and reject Eternal Life—

“Yet know (nor of the terms complain),
Where Jesus comes, He comes to reign!

To reign, and with no partial sway—
Thoughts must be slain that disobey.”

The whole question of your being saved or lost will turn on this—if Jesus
is not your King, then the devil will remain enthroned in your heart—and
you will remain a lost soul! But if your heart will yield itself up to the su-
preme authority of King Jesus, then the work of salvation has already
commenced and Jesus will take care to purge your nature of all His ene-
mies until you shall be an empire in which He, alone, shall reign in holi-
ness and peace! Jesus must be king! What do you say, Sir, Madame—
shall it be so? Do you hesitate about it? He must be your Lord and Mas-
ter. His will must be your will. His commands must be law to you and His
example must, from now on, be the model of your life. Do you disagree, or
will you yield at once?

Next, notice that if Christ is to be your King, it must be by your own act
and deed. So says the text concerning King David—“Now then, do it.”
David would not be king over Israel unless Israel was willing that he
should be king. And our Lord Jesus Christ is no forced monarch over one
single human heart—the promise is, “Your people shall be willing in the
day of Your power.” The Kingdom of Christ over men’s hearts is a kingdom
of love, not a kingdom of force! There must be the full assent and consent

Volume 23 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 7



8 “Now Then, Do It” Sermon #1375

of the will to the reigning power of Christ in the soul or else He does not
reign at all! What do you say—yes, or no? Are you willing that Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, should, from now on, rule and reign over your en-
tire nature as your heart’s supreme Lord?

That is the question! Let it be settled once and for alll You have some-
times sought to have it so, “now then, do it.” And here is the point, if Je-
sus is to reign, the old king must go down! It is of no use trying to have
Ishbosheth and David on the throne at the same time. It is impossible to
serve sin and to serve Christ! Favorite and constitutional sins must be re-
linquished. I know many persons who say that they are under concern of
soul whose sincerity I more than question, because they continue in
known sin—and yet they complain that they cannot find peace! How can
they? If you meet with a person who drinks, on the sly, and is frequently
half intoxicated. If you hear him say that he cannot find rest in Christ, do
you wonder?

Do you not think that he is a hypocrite? How can men and women con-
tinually fuddle themselves with drink and yet hope to be children of God?
Give up your abominable tippling! Do you think Christ is going to save
sots and let them continue to make beasts of themselves? To prate about
being saved and in secret worship the bottle is clear lying and next door to
blasphemy! Talk about having a Savior and continue to get drunk? I mar-
vel that you do not perish like Ananias and Sapphira! Another man is car-
rying on his trade in a way which is dishonest and yet he whines and
cants about not finding peace with God. Do not his own words condemn
him? What has he to do with peace? How can he continue in sin and yet
be saved from sin? Oh, Sirs, be not deceived! Your sins and you must part
or Jesus will have nothing to do with youl!

Do you think so badly of my Lord as to dream that He will pander to
your passions by giving you liberty to live in sin and yet go to Heaven? For
shame! Has Christ come to play the lackey to your lusts and let you do
the work of Satan and then receive the wages of the godly? Oh no! There
must be a clean sweep of the false to make room for the true! We must
have no Ishbosheth if David is to be king! Though you may not attain per-
fection, yet in your desires you must be perfect—you must, from your
heart, put away every single sin—no matter of what shape it may be or
however pleasurable or painful it may appear. Off must come the right
arms and out must go the right eyes! It were better for you to enter into
life maimed and blind than that you should perish in your transgressions.
The main point, however, is to do it—really and at once make Christ Je-
sus your King! And to this end we must believe in Him or trust Him.

It is this trusting Jesus Christ which is the essential point, for out of it
grows the repentance which renounces every false way. When a man fully
and honestly trusts Christ with his soul, he is enabled, from that time
forward, to hate the sin which he once loved and so he wins the mastery
over it. He finds a joy in submitting to the holy reign of Jesus because he
has already trusted Him and believes that he is saved. But, alas, many of
you do not believe! Indeed you would not be persuaded to believe though
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one rose from the dead! How many times have I spoken from this plat-
form to some of you about this matter? How many times have you wished
and resolved and all that?

We have had enough of this trifling! This morning I would push you on
to a decision and address you in these words—“Now then, do it! NOW
THEN, DO IT!” You reply that you wish you could. Away with your
wishes—“Now then, do it!” “But,” you say—out with your “buts!” DO IT!
“But, Sir"—I say again, no more of your, “but, Sirs!” DO IT! DO IT, and DO
IT NOW! The blessed and eternal Spirit who has brought you to this point,
this morning, and who urges me to press this question upon you waits to
help you. When your whole soul wills to do it, He will be with you and you
will do it—and Christ shall be enthroned in your hearts to reign there for-
ever!

I fear that many do not mean to do it, at any rate not just now. They
will not say, “No,” but they hesitate and that is much the same thing. O,
my Friend, the day will come when God will take your hesitation for a final
negative! I believe it often happens to men that though they have not de-
liberately said, “No,” yet having no heart for the Gospel and only trifling
with God by pretences, they mean to obey Him by-and-by. But He has, at
last, taken the meaning of their delay and regarded it as final rejection
and left them to themselves so that they have perished in their sin. I be-
seech you, delay no more, but, “now then, do it.”

The sooner it is done the better. Until the deed is done, remember, you
are undone! Till Christ is accepted by you as King. Till sin is hated and
Jesus is trusted, you are under another king. Whatever you may think of
it, the devil is your master! You say you do not like him, but he is your
master and lord, for all that, since he leads you captive at his will. Till Je-
sus reigns in your heart, you are, also, in the utmost danger—in danger of
death and eternal punishment! Let your breath go the wrong way, or let
your heart cease beating just for a little—and you will be in Helll My
Friends, you will be in HELL! You who sought for Jesus in times past, you
who felt those good desires, you, the beloved child of Christian parents,
you the earnest hearer at the House of God, you who are fond of sermons,
but are, I fear, sermon-hardened—you, even you—will sink down to Hell
with all those privileges like millstones about your neck!

“Well, Sir, I will think about it.” Under cover of that promise there lurks
delay and that is exactly what I am afraid of. Do not so much think, as
ACT. “Now then, do it.” I beseech you to make serious and immediate
business of it! Perhaps if it is not done at this moment, it never will be
done. For all these long years nothing has been actually done—though so
much has been proposed—and this mainly because of your perpetual de-
lays. What has come of all your fine resolutions? What is the good of a
mere resolve? A man resolves that he will be industrious, but if he contin-
ues to lie on the bed of the sluggard, is he any more thrifty? A man is sick
and resolves to take medicine, but leaves it untasted—is he benefited by
his intention? A man resolves to go on a journey, but does not take the
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trouble to get into the public conveyance, or to use his limbs—what pro-
gress does he make? Does he not abide just where he was?

All this bears upon your case! You know it does! All this, while Jesus is
being rejected! We do not sufficiently think of the dishonor done to Jesus
by base delays. All the while that Israel did not accept David as king,
David was being badly treated. He who fought the Philistines for them. He
whose valor was Israel’s right arm, whose band of men was the sword and
shield of the nation against the Philistines was being kept away from his
rightful throne, his merits forgotten, his claims ignored. Soul, by refusing
Him His Throne, you are treating Jesus badly! Your wavering between two
opinions is setting Him in rivalry with foul sin and a base world—and
upon you daily guilt is coming—a guilt which grows thicker and blacker
as time rolls on.

Think of your previous impulses and as you consider them, answer me
this question—were they wrong? When, in your childhood, you felt such
strong desires after Christ, were they not commendable desires? Why,
then, do you not carry them out? If you were wrong in stopping them,
then why should you continue to act so unwisely? If they are returning
now, why not heartily entertain them? Remember, moreover, that though
you had these holy impulses, they passed away. Have you any reason to
hope that they will continue with you now? Will they not, again, melt into
thin air? Unless God, the almighty Spirit, at this time shall lead you to
take decided steps, you will resolve again today, and re-resolve, but con-
tinue, still, the same! Of all things, the most pitiable sight, to my mind, is
a man who has light enough to know he is wrong but not Grace enough to
forsake the evil!

It is terrible to see a soul under impulses which urge it towards the
right and yet remaining a captive to that accursed free will which enslaves
it to the last degree. Alas, how many put bitter for sweet and sweet for bit-
ter and, therefore, will not come to Christ that they might have life? Such
is the state of man! Such is the state of some of you! May God have mercy
upon you for Christ’s sake! It is mine, however, to return distinctly to the
charge of my text and say, “Now then, do it.” Oh, Sirs, I wish you would
do as one did a little while ago. I was preaching and I said that if any man
sincerely went to God confessing his sin and just trusted Christ to save
him—if He did not save him I wished he would write me a note to let me
know it, for I had been so accustomed to declare that He would not cast
out any that came to Him that I should like to know if I was laboring un-
der an error.

There was one in my audience who went deliberately home and, kneel-
ing at his bedside, he said, with all his heart, “ I do confess my guiltiness
before You, O God, and I do now trust myself with Christ that He may
save me. Lord, cast me not away, for I believe in Your Son.” He found
peace immediately and continued to feel the love of God shed abroad in
his soul! And he, therefore, thought it right to tell me the good news. It
greatly cheered me. Instead of being rejected, he was welcomed by the
God of Mercy and found immediate acceptance in Christ Jesus! I remem-
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ber to have said that if one believing soul was cast out by Christ and
sent to Hell, I would engage to lie side by side with him in the quenchless
fire forever and ever.

I repeat the pledge! If any of you perish repenting of your sin and trust-
ing in Jesus, alone, I will perish with you! I will be bondsman for God, this
morning, that if any one of you will humble himself before the Lord and
simply trust His Son whom you accept to be your King and your Savior,
He can no more reject you than He can cease to be, for so it is written,
“Him that comes to Me I will in no wise cast out.” “Now then, do it.” There
is life in a look at the Crucified One! The Lord help you to look at the Cru-
cified One at once! “Now then, do it.” Dream not of believing tomorrow or
next year—nor even in half-an-hour’s time—but cast your guilty soul on
Christ at once! NOW THEN, DO IT! While the Spirit of God now pervades
this assembly, yield yourself to the silver scepter which is held in the
pierced hand of the once crucified King and you shall live! Now then, do it!

III. Lastly, I have to REASON WITH STRONG ARGUMENTS. I will utter
them rapidly, for time fails me. Here they are in a condensed form. You,
dear Friend, need salvation! Sin has got the mastery over your nature and
you need a powerful arm to set you free from it. Nor is it sin, alone, but
punishment, also, which threatens you. Be you who you may, you are in
danger of eternal wrath and you need to be saved from it! Now, it is evi-
dent that none can save you from eternal wrath but King Jesus. Will you
have Him for King?

Whether you will have Him or not, you must have a king. Every man in
the world has a master of some kind. Some principle or another has do-
minion over you and the worst tyrant a man can serve is himself. Self is
the hardest and meanest of all despots! Seeing, then, that you must have
a king, can you have a better king than King Jesus, who is Incarnate
Love? Think of His Character and of the love He has shown to men and
tell me, could you have a better King? Have you not already had enough,
my Friend, of your old king? What benefit have you had in the service of
Satan? What advantage has sin been to you? What elevation of mind,
what delight of spirit have you found in the ways of transgression? The
times past may suffice you to have worked the will of the flesh. Down with
Ishbosheth and let David reign!

Here is the point about the King whom we preach to you—God has
chosen Him to be King and proclaimed it in His everlasting decree! He has
said—*“You have to get My king upon My holy hill of Zion.” Can man make
a better choice than God has made? The Eternal Father has looked upon
His Only Begotten and made Him to be King of kings and Lord of lords—
will you not say, “Hosanna! Blessed is He that comes in the name of the
Lord!” Will you not accept Him for your King, whom Jehovah, Himself,
proclaims as such? I want you to notice the promise of the text, for this
commends the Lord Jesus to all who are wise in heart. It is through Him
that God will deliver you from your enemies, even from all of them.

Philistia’s giants feared David, who cried, “over Philistia will I triumph.”
Your sins, your sorrows, death, the devil—all these, the Son of David
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overcomes for you. If He is accepted as King, you need fear no adversary,
for He will guard you with His great power and utterly confuse your ene-
mies. Oh, Sirs, kiss the Son! With the kiss of homage accept the Prince of
Peace! Crown Him with your heart’s love. Bow at His dear feet and be con-
tent to yield the utmost loyalty to Him. May the blessed Spirit sweetly
draw you while I am persuading you and may you now approach the
Throne of the Prince of the House of David and be forever His joyful sub-
jects!

Will you now turn to the 5t chapter of this second book of Samuel for
one minute and see if we cannot all join in a reproduction of the scene
which it describes. I wish and pray that the words of that passage may
come true—“Then came all the tribes of Israel to David unto Hebron and
spoke, saying, Behold, we are your bone and your flesh. Also in time past,
when Saul was king over us, you were he that led out and brought in Is-
rael. And the Lord said to you, You shall feed My people Israel, and you
shall be a captain over Israel.”

Many in this house will join with me in accepting our Lord Jesus, over
again, to be our King, and I wish some of you who have never yet accepted
Him would unite with us. We shall be glad to see others of the tribes of Is-
rael entering our ranks for the first time, while we salute our King. May
the blessed Spirit lead you to do so, while now I say, in the name of all His
people here present, “Glorious Lord Jesus, behold we are Your bone and
Your flesh, and we delight to acknowledge the condescending kinship! In
time past, when sin and Satan ruled over us, You were still the lover of
our souls and You did redeem us and make war on our account. We bless
You for the great love which You had to us, even when we were dead in
sin. The Lord has said to You, You shall feed My people, You shall be a
Captain over Israel, and we gladly accept You as the Lord’s Anointed. Feed
us, O Shepherd of Israel! Lead us, O Captain of the host! Behold, we enlist
beneath Your banner—be a Captain over us today, for we are Yours and
Yours alone—and before the eyes of God, Your Father, we give ourselves
up, spirit, soul and body, to be Yours forever and ever! We are, from now
on, not our own, for You have bought us with a price.”

All this has long ago been done by many of us. We are only repeating
the declaration which we have made hundreds of times before. Oh that
some of you poor souls would hear the voice which says—“Now then, do

it.” To give you words with which to do it, we will all sing the verse—
“‘Tis done, the great transaction’s done!
I am my Lord’s, and He is mine!
He drew me, and I followed on,
Charmed to confess the voice Divine.”

May the Lord bless you. Amen.

Adapted from The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307.
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“THE KING CAN DO NO WRONG”
NO. 2420

INTENDED FOR READING ON LORD’S DAY, JULY 7, 1895.
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 16, 1887.

“And all the people took notice of it, and it pleased them:
as whatever the king did pleased all the people.”
2 Samuel 3:36.

DAVID was a great king and a good king, but his character was com-
promised by the conduct of Joab, who had been one of his chief friends
and supporters. Abner came to David, in Hebron, and proposed terms of
peace which David accepted. But Joab could not bear that Abner should
be his rival and, therefore, he most treacherously murdered him. This
abominable act was greatly to the detriment of David’s character—he
could not prevent the crime, certainly he had not instigated it—and yet it
was only natural that all the people would suppose that David had a
hand in it because Joab was not merely one of his subjects, but his
prime minister!

Dear Friends, in a similar way, the character of our great Lord and
King among the sons of men is very much in the hands of His people, es-
pecially in the hands of those who are more prominent than others, and
whom He uses in His service more than others. We may go and do, on
our own account, things that shall bring dishonor to the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord and King! He will have no part nor lot in them, nothing
that He has taught will suggest them, and nothing that He desires will
urge us, thus, to act. We may, however, of our own free will, even those
of us whom the Lord uses most, bring grievous dishonor on His holy
name. Jesus has often to lift up His pierced hands and when we ask
Him, “What are these wounds in Your hands?” He has to answer, “Those
with which I was wounded in the house of My friends.” It is evident to
each one of you that all the vile insults of infidels could never dishonor
Christ as the inconsistencies of His own disciples! No slur ever compara-
tively attaches to the glorious name of the Well-Beloved from His avowed
enemies, let them slander Him as they may. But a blot does fall upon His
sacred name through the inconsistencies and follies of those who call
themselves His disciples, but who are not truly His followers, or, being
so, are not careful to walk consistently with their profession!

We may well pity David that he should come under the opprobrium of
the conduct of such an one as Joab, for in his heart he was entirely clear
of the murder of Abner. Yet rumor was quite sure to attribute complicity
in the crime to him. Joab said to himself, “Abner has deceived the king.
He cannot, after all he has done, be true in his professions of friendship,
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so I will go out and slay him.” And it is not at all an uncommon thing for
us to dishonor Christ under the notion that we are showing our zeal for
the King. We may be doing evil in the hope that good may come out of it!
We may be indulging an unchristian, intolerant spirit in our zeal against
intolerance! We may grow bitter in our love for love and in our hate of ha-
tred! Such poor judges are we of what is right that we may even deceive
ourselves into the belief that we are honoring our Lord and Master when
we are, all the while, bringing disgrace upon His name! Perhaps Joab
acted from this spirit and possibly some of us, at this very moment, are
making the same mistake.

It is a grand proof of the stability of David’s character that he did not
suffer in the estimation of his friends because of what Joab had done. He
ordered a public funeral for Abner. He attended it, himself, wrapped in
sackcloth, and he compelled Joab to attend it. He, himself, fasted as a
sign of the deepest mourning, and when the people came and begged him
to eat, he would not touch food till the sun went down—he sacredly ob-
served the time of fasting for the death of Abner, for whom he sang a do-
lorous song of real sorrow—*“And the king lamented over Abner, and said,
Died Abner as a fool dies? Your hands were not bound, nor your feet put
into fetters: as a man falls before wicked men, so fell you.” “And all the
people took notice of it, and it pleased them: as whatever the king did
pleased all the people. For all the people and all Israel understood that
day that it was not of the king to slay Abner, the son of Ner.”

Now, it is to the honor of our Lord Jesus Christ that His cause and His
Character survive all the follies and all the sins of His professed people.
There was an eminent minister who once said that Christianity must be
true since it survived pulpits. And another one added that he felt more
sure of its being true because it survived ministers, for, taking them all
round, they were more likely to destroy than to build up the cause of
Christ! These things were said only in semi-earnest, but there is a great
deal of serious truth about them. The cause of Christ must be true be-
cause the Master has survived His disciples! His wisdom has not been
eclipsed by our folly. His power has not been lessened by our weakness.
The glory of His holiness has not been beclouded by the unholiness of
His people. The sun has risen in spite of the many clouds. The morning
has come notwithstanding the mists of the night. Blessed King, You con-
quer with the poorest soldiers that ever fought a battle and You get to
Yourself the greater, rather than the less renown, because Your victories
are won by such poor followers!

In Christ’s conquests, it is never the soldiers’ battle, it is always the
Captain’s battles and the Captain’s victories. On His head are the many
crowns of all who follow Him, for there is not one of them who has
earned a crown. Their crowns are all deserved by Him and when they are
given to them, by Him, they naturally and of right give them back to Him,
crying, “You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power:
for You have created all things, and for Your pleasure they are and were

created.”—
“Not unto us, to You alone,
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Blessed Lamb, be glory given!”

So, you see, our text has already led us into this profitable meditation
upon our Lord! Good David, with his character in jeopardy through the
wrongdoing of his prime minister, nevertheless passed through the trial,
and his fame survived it. And the Character of our Lord Jesus Christ is
such that, while daily put in jeopardy by us, yet it will still survive and
His K1ngdom will continue to increase—and His Glory will never wane.

This brings me, now, to dwell upon the second part of the verse—
“Whatever the king did pleased all the people.” Wherever this is the case
with any king, we may say of it, first, this is the outflow of love. Secondly,
this is the consequence of knowledge. Thirdly, this is the secret of rest.
And fourthly, this is the fountain of obedience.

I. First, then, wherever it is the case that whatever the king does
pleases all the people, THIS IS THE OUTFLOW OF LOVE—and as it is the
case with our King, that whatever He does pleases all His people, we can
truly say that this is the outflow of our love to Him. Let us dwell upon
that matter for a few minutes.

Dear Friends, if we love the Lord Jesus Christ with all our hearts,
whatever He does will please us! We shall sum up all His past history in
this one sentence, “He has done all things well.” And we shall foretell His
future history just as briefly, for, “He will do all things well.”

Whatever our King does pleases us because we love Him and, true
love, in the first place, banishes suspicion. When we do not love our rul-
ers, we are afraid of the power that is over us. We think, perhaps, it may
be exercised without tenderness, and we begin to tremble, lest, in some
awful moment, the great foot should crush us, or the powerful hand
should smite us. But when we truly love, we are not the victims of any
such impression! No dark suspicions come across the soul that is once
enamored of the Lord Jesus Christ. “No,” says the heart, “He will not
hurt me. He will not destroy me. He will not forget me.” We cannot admit
one ill thought concerning Him when, with all our heart, and with all our
soul, and with all our strength, we have come to love Him. Love at once
banishes all suspicions!

It also inspires implicit confidence. When we love Jesus Christ, our
blessed King, we feel that He must do that which is kind, that which is
tender, that which is right—and we do not need to ask Him any ques-
tions—we leave the whole matter with Him to do as He pleases. We are
willing to let His will be like the apocalyptic book, sealed with seven
seals, if necessary, and we unhesitatingly say, “Let His will be done.” He
who loves Christ much does not keep on asking for tokens, signs, evi-
dences and manifestations!

That is an odd story, which is told of two Welshmen, but it has a great
deal of truth in it. They were going out to preach and they parted at the
crossroads, one to go this way, and one to go that. One of them said to
his friend, “Brother Jones, may you get the Light of His Countenance in
your preaching today!” “I hope so, Brother,” he answered, “but there is
one thing—if I do not get the Light of His Countenance, I will speak well
of Him behind His back.” Yes, just so! When we see His face, we realize
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what a blessed Christ He is, but if we do not see His face, we are not go-
ing to find fault with Him! We believe in the truth of Kent’s hymn—

“What cheering words are these!

Their sweetness who can tell?

In time, and to eternal days,

‘Tis with the righteous well.

Well when they see His face,

Or sink amidst the flood;

Well in affliction’s thorny maze,

Or on the mount with God!

‘Tis well when they can sing

As sinners bought with blood,

And when they touch the mournful string,

And mourn an absent God.

‘Tis well when on the mount

They feast on dying love,

And ‘tis as well, in God’s account,

When they, the furnace prove.”
If Jesus smiles, He is my Lord, but if He frowns, He is my Lord just the
same! “Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him.” That was a splendid
utterance of Job when he reached that point and that is where true love
always comes—it makes no enquiries or bargains, but it says, “My Lord
is such a glorious King that I trust Him in the dark. I make no covenant
or stipulation as to what He will do or will not do. I implicitly put myself
in His hands and say, ‘Not as [ will, but as You will.” This is the sweet ef-
fect of love—it banishes suspicion and inspires confidence—and thus it
comes true that whatever the King does, pleases all the people.

Love also suggests unquestioning reverence. When you come to love
your Lord as He ought to be loved, with a worshipping, adoring, reveren-
tial affection, it is almost like treason even, to begin to enquire the rea-
son for anythmg that He does! “It is the Lord let Him do what seems
good to Him.” Is He not a King? Is He not my Sovereign and am I not only
His subject, but His beloved one, and shall I begin to ask questions of
Him as if I were a stranger and He were a tyrant? As if | were under a
foreign rule? No, I am His Hephzibah, of whom He says, “My delight is in
her.” And He is no more to me Baali, my lord, my master, but Ishi, my
Man, my Husband! He has given Himself that name to show the close-
ness of His relationship to me and I must not, I cannot, I would not de-
sire to raise any question about anything that He does! No, Lord, if it
were possible, I would enlarge Your liberty to do with me and mine what-
ever it pleases You. Take no notice of my whims and wishes, I beseech
You. If you were to notice them, they might be to my ruin. Let Your will
be my will and Your wish, my wish. I most reverentially yield all to You.
Thus, when we come to love our Lord so that we give Him His right
place—and we take our right place—then whatever the King does pleases
all of us who are His people!

Moreover, there is another beautiful feature about love, it creates
sympathetic feeling. When we truly love Christ, our King, we are sure to
be pleased with whatever He does. When our nature gets to be like His
Nature—oh, what a blessed consummation that is! When our wishes and
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His wishes travel the same road, though not with equal footsteps—when
that which He aims at is that which we aim at after our poor fashion—
when we can say that it is more delight to us that He should be delighted
than that we should be delighted and that it is a greater honor to us to
see Him honored than it would be to be honored. When we sink our-
selves in Him, even as two divided streams, at last, dissolve into one—as
I have seen a tiny silver brook come down to Father Thames and pour its
whole self into him so as to be no longer anything but part of the great
river—so, when our soul yields itself up in perfect love to Christ, to think
His thoughts, and live and move in Him so that it is no longer we who
live but Christ who lives in us, oh, then it is that whatever the King does
pleases all His people! Our heart has yielded up itself to Him and is per-
fectly content with that which He does, for it has no other will than that
which lives in the Prince! When the Believer comes to be what he should
be in the fullness of His love, his will is lost in the will of Christ. His very
life is hidden away with Christ in God and then he realizes how true it is
that whatever the King does pleases all His people!

Thus I have shown you that, in the first place, the pleasure of the peo-
ple in all that the King does is the outflow of love.

II. That leads me, secondly, to notice that the love that manifests itself
thus is not at all a foolish love, for IT IS THE CONSEQUENCE OF
KNOWLEDGE. Human love is blind, but the love which is worked in us
by the Spirit of God is as full of eyes as are the great wheels of Divine
Providence! There is the best of reasons why everything that Jesus does
should please all His people—because everything He does is right—and
we shall feel this in proportion as we combine knowledge with love, or
our love is based on knowledge.

First, I suppose that we know the Character of Christ. Do you know it,
Beloved? The God-Man, your Brother, and yet the Son of God—do you
know His infinite tenderness, His boundless compassion, His unquench-
able ardor of affection, His unfailing wisdom? If you have a true idea of
who the Son of God is, who is now enthroned at the right hand of the Fa-
ther, invested with supreme power over all things and always working for
the good of His people—if you really know Him—then, whatever He does
will please you! One who is so wise, so kind, ought to be supreme! He
that is so good ought to be an Autocrat and to issue decrees of His own!
Do we not all feel that it should be so? If it were otherwise, then we might
quarrel with Him, but such a blessed Savior as our Well-Beloved is, why,
we will not even in thought differ from Him, but we will feel that whatever
He does, because of His great love, must please us!

Then, next, if we know Christ at all, we know something of His de-
signs, and we know that He designs the Glory of the Father through the
salvation of those the Father gave Him. He has laid Himself out to bring
many sons to Glory. When we know that Christ’s love has such sweet de-
signs and that He has purchased our eternal salvation, how can we, after
that, quarrel with Him? Now, we not only know something of His Charac-
ter, but we also know something of His Divine intent and we, therefore,
know that we may assuredly say, “All that You will, and all that You do,
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O our glorious King, aim only at this one thing—the perfecting of Your
own loved ones and bringing them Home to Your Glory! Do as You
please, for we will never raise a question with You about anything that
You do.”

Furthermore, if we have truly become acquainted with Christ, we
know something of His modes of operation. We have learned that it is His
habit, often, to disguise Himself. His way is in the sea and His path in
the great waters, and His footsteps are not known except to those who
are familiar with Him. We also understand that the bitterness is given to
promote our sweetness and that, oftentimes, Christ’s frown is but a cov-
ered smile. It is the way with Him to lead His people into the wilderness
when He means to ultimately bring them into the rest of Canaan. Know-
ing all this, let us have no altercation with our Spouse, our constant
Friend. If all this is true, and it is, then let Him have His way! If this is
His way of giving us superior blessedness, we will, without question,
yield to Him, for whatever the King does, pleases all His people.

Moreover, if it were not so, we know something of our Lord’s rights
and, therefore, we can never venture to interfere with His actions. Oh,
what rights my Lord has over me! As I stand here, I confess that [ am not
my own, but that I am bought with a price. And you confess it, too, do
you not, Beloved? Have you any rights apart from your Lord, you who are
Christ’s purchased ones? What if you are jewels? You are only jewels in
His case. What if you have a will? It is a dangerous possession to have a
will unless you yield it up to your Divine Controller. Paul said, “I bear in
my body the marks of the Lord Jesus,” as if he had been bought in the
name of Christ and branded in the name of Jesus with a hot iron—to be
Christ’s slave forever. Shall you and I have any will in opposition to our
Lord’s will? If it is His will that we should be poor and despised, or that
we should lie sick in bed, shall we raise any question with Him? Let Him
have His will with us, whatever it is!

Some of you may remember the story Dr. Hamilton once told of a poor
woman who said the Lord had taught her to yield herself absolutely to
Him. She fell ill and she was bed-ridden, but she never murmured, for
she said, “If the Lord wishes me to lie here and cough, I will lie here and
cough. What He has done for me is so wonderful and so good that I can-
not question His will, but I will yield myself up to Him altogether.”
“Whatever the king did pleased all the people.” Yet this referred only to
David—shall it not be so, when David’s Lord is the King and we, re-
deemed with His precious blood—are the people who have to deal with
Him?

So, in the second place, this pleasure in the King’s actions is the con-
sequence of knowledge as well as the outflow of love.

III. Thirdly, beloved Friends, THIS IS THE SECRET OF REST—
“Whatever the king did pleased all the people.”

If any of you are greatly distressed and troubled, I believe my text in-
dicates to you where you can find rest. If whatever the King does pleases
you, you may let down the anchor, for you have come into port! You will
now be perfectly happy. To know that the King has done it and to see His
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Divine hand in anything is more than half the battle, which ends in sweet
content! If the Lord has done it, questions are out of the question! And
truly, the Lord has done it. There may be a secondary agent, there
probably is—the devil, himself, may be that secondary agent—yet the
Lord has done it! It was God who afflicted Job, yet it was Satan who did
all the mischief to God’s servant with an evil intent. But the Patriarch
could see God’s hand in it all. So, whatever has happened to you, see the
hand of God in it! A dog, if it is struck with a stick, bites the stick. Well,
that may be all that we can expect from a dog, but you, who are no dog,
must look to the hand that holds the stick, and not to the instrument
with which you are smitten! And then you dare not bite the blessed hand
that only intends your good in striking you. See God’s hand, then, in all
that happens to you, and that will help you on the way to a very blessed
state of contentment.

When you have seen God’s hand, then say, “I would not have it other-
wise than it is.” I know several persons who are always in trouble and
unhappy because there is a dispute between them and God. I remember
one to whom I solemnly spoke, years ago, and not long after, he passed
away. [ went to see his dying child, the only one he had left, and he said
to me, “Do not talk to my daughter about death, do not mention it to
her.” “Well, then,” I said, “if I may not to mention death, I will not go up-
stairs.” The father said to me, “God could not take that child away.” He
had lost several children, before, and he said that if his daughter died, he
would call God a tyrant, and I know not what. As last I stood before him
and I said, “You are making for yourself a rod that is much heavier than
God, Himself, lays upon you. I fear that you will, yourself, die if you act
in this way.”

As he could not be brought to reason, and kicked and rebelled against
God’s dealings with him, I was not surprised to learn that soon after his
child died, he, himself, also died. It does not do to quarrel with God. Let
the potsherds of the earth strive with other potsherds if they will, but
woe to him who contends with his Maker! Instead of that, bow before
Him, not simply because you must, but because you delight to acknowl-
edge Him as your Lord. Are you setting yourself up as the judge of God?
Do you dare to summon Him to your bar? Are you wiser, better, mightier
than He? Oh, lay aside this rebellion, I beseech you! Sob if you will, but
let it not be the sullen sob of one who will not yield, but that of a dear
child who sobs himself asleep upon his mother’s breast. Great God, You
have done right in all that You have done! If we cannot prove Your wis-
dom, we know by faith that it is right, and we kiss Your hand and ac-
knowledge that it is so with us that whatever the King does pleases all
the people!

Well, now, if we can get as far as that—and God grant that we may—
we are on the road to peace! Let us come, then, to this point, and abso-
lutely leave all things with Him as to the future. “Whatever the king did
pleased all the people” and if we are willing that our King should go on
doing as He pleases, let us leave it so. I wish that our whole nature
would consent to God’s will, not one faculty, only, but our whole being.
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Let all that God does please all of us. Yield your understanding, your will,
your affections, your desires, your memory—yield yourself up fully unto
the Christ who loves you—then shall you have perfect rest, but not till
then!

It may be, dear Friends, that some of us will soon die—let us have no
questions about that matter—but yield ourselves to whatever the King
pleases. Perhaps some of us may live to an extreme old age, when sight
and hearing will fail, and it will be undesirable to survive. Let us raise no
question whatever about that. If it is so, let it be so. I have heard of one
good woman, a child of God, who was asked whether she did not wish to
depart, for she was such a sufferer. Said she, “The Lord’s will be done! I
have no wish about it.” “Well,” said one, “but if the Lord would say to you
that you might choose, what would you choose?” “Oh,” she answered, “I
have been so little accustomed to think about choosing that I should
turn round and say to Him, ‘Choose You, Lord Jesus, for me.” Why, dear
Friends, if we had to choose our own lot and got into trouble, we would
have the responsibility of it. Is it not far better for us to say to the Lord,

“You shall choose our inheritance for us”?—
“I dare not choose my lot,
I would not if I might!
But You choose for me, O my God,
So shall I walk aright.”

If we take our own way and get into difficulties, then we may say, “How
foolish we were to make this choice!” But if, instead, we yield ourselves
up to the supreme Director, to be led wherever He pleases, and follow
Him as the sheep follow the shepherd, it is amazing what a sweet con-
tentment our spirit will feell The Lord bring us all to enjoy that rest and
peace!

IV. Lastly, THIS WILL BE A LESSON IN OBEDIENCE.

Whatever service the King requires of you will please you. He may put
you in a pulpit, or He may put you in a kitchen. He may put you in a
place of honor, or He may put you in a place of dishonor. It is yours not
to reason why, it is yours to do the work appointed! It has been well said
that if there were two angels in Heaven and the great King had said to
them, “I have two errands to be done upon the earth—one of you must go
and announce the birth of Christ to the Virgin Mary. The other must go
and stand and sweep a street-crossing.” The angels would not have a
preference between the two services, it would be enough for them to do
their Lord’s will! May we come to that point, that we may not be picking
and choosing, but may be pleased with whatever the King gives us to do,
and whatever our hand finds to do, may we do it with all our might!

But suppose that, all of a sudden, there should be no service to be
rendered, and that you should have to suffer, instead? That there should
be no battle for you, Soldier, no shout of war, no noise of music and no
rushing against the foe, but instead of that, you should be sent into the
trenches and have to lie there in the cold and wet, or be ordered into a
hospital and have to lie there, to go upstairs, and never to come down
again? If we have come to this point—that whatever the King does
pleases all the people—how readily shall we lie still and suffer instead of
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going forth to serve! If God is glorified, does it really matter where we
are? What becomes of us is of small consequence compared with bring-
ing Glory to His great name!

Oftentimes we are permitted to work hard and yet to meet with great
discouragement. The congregation gets smaller or grows careless. The
district seems as if it refused to be blessed. We meet with many impedi-
ments in our service. Well, if they are not impediments of our own mak-
ing, if they come in the order of Providence, let it be so and let us still say
that whatever the King does pleases all the people! It was a pretty remark
I read, the other day, of a Christian man who said, “I used to have many
disappointments until I changed one letter of the word, and chopped it
into two, so that instead of, ‘disappointments,” I read it, ‘His appoint-
ments.” That was a wonderful change, for “disappointments” break your
heart, but, “His appointments” you accept right cheerily! What if I am to
have no success? I will pray for it and labor for it, and be ready to die for
it—but if I do not get it, I will still go on. What said the poor Negro about
obeying God’s command? “Massa, if the good Lord bids me jump through
a brick wall, it is for me to jump at the wall and it rests with the Lord
whether I jump through it or not.” He can make the walls vanish if it
pleases Him! And if He desires it, I could believe, even, in the impossible!
Love laughs at impossibilities and faith cries, “It shall be done.” There-
fore, let us pray the Lord to bring us into this happy state, that whatever
He does may always please us.

Perhaps some may find Christ, tonight, if they will get into the spirit of
the text. If they will be pleased with God’s way of salvation and come and
receive Jesus, now, just as He is, and just as they are, they will go out of
this house saved! This is, after all, only faith in one of its forms, this be-
ing content with Christ, this yielding up of the will to Him. The Lord bless
everyone of you, dear Friends, for Jesus Christ’s sake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
PSALM 147.

Verse 1. Praise you the LORD: for it is good to sing praises unto our
God. You that know Him, you that love Him, “praise you the Lord.” “It is
good.” “It is right, it is acceptable. It is good for you—the Lord counts it
good. “It is good to sing praises unto our God.” And to God alone. There
is no better argument for anything than that it is good, for good men de-
light in that which is good because it is good. For it is pleasant. That is a
very happy conjunction, for it is not everything that is good that is pleas-
ant, medicine to wit. It is not everything that is pleasant that is good, for
there are some things that are pleasant in the mouth, but they are poi-
son in the stomach. But to sing praises unto our God is both good and
pleasant!

1. And praise is comely. Or, beautiful, delightful. It is the right thing.
Men never look so like angels as when they are praising God, and angels
are never more heavenly than when they are engaged in the worship of
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Heaven. And that worship is praise. Here are the Psalmist’s reasons for
praising God—

2. The LORD does build up Jerusalem. Praise Him for that. He is the
great Builder, the Builder of the Church. He laid the foundations in the
Everlasting Covenant. He carries on the building with infinite skill by His
Divine Spirit—“The Lord does build up Jerusalem.”

2. He gathers together the outcasts of Israel. These are the stones with
which He builds, men who were like outcasts. What wonderful living
stones these outcasts make! They love the Lord best who once were most
His enemies. None sing of “Free Grace and dying love” with sweeter ac-
cents than the men who have had much forgiven. “The Lord does build
up Jerusalem: He gathers together the outcasts of Israel.” Mark the con-
text between the two—it is when great sinners are saved that the Church
is built up! There was more done when Paul was converted, I know, than
at almost any other time, for he became the great Apostle to the Gentiles
through whom myriads were saved.

3. He heals the broken in heart, and binds up their wounds. To be a
builder and a physician, too, are strange offices to be combined in one,
yet so it is with God. Is there a broken heart, here? The Lord is ready to
heal you! See how He does it. “He binds up their wounds”—puts on the
strapping, wraps round the linen cloth, and secures the flesh until it
heals. A wonderful Surgeon is the Lord God Almighty, there is none like
He! “He heals the broken in heart and binds up their wounds.” What a
singular thing it is that the next verse should be what it is!

4. He counts the number of the stars; He calls them all by their names.
In His condescension, stooping over a broken heart. In His Omniscience,
counting the number of the stars! The word signifies as when a merchant
counts his money into a bag. So does God, as it were, count the stars,
like so many golden coins. “He calls them all by their names,” as when
the muster-roll is read and the soldier answers, “Here!” so does the Lord
speak to the stars and they answer to their names!

5, 6. Great is our Lord, and of great power: His understanding is infi-
nite. The LORD lifts up the meek. They are down very low in their own es-
timation, but the Lord lifts them up.

6. He casts the wicked down to the ground. The Lord is the great
changer of men’s positions—those that are up He throws down—and
those that are down He lifts up. Thus the blessed virgin sang, “He has
put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree.”

7, 8. Sing unto the LORD with thanksgiving; sing praise upon the harp
unto our God: who covers the Heaven with clouds, who prepares rain for
the earth, who makes grass to grow upon the mountains. This is the true
science, this is the real philosophy—not merely the laws of nature, but
God everywhere—God cloud-making, God rain-preparing, God clothing
even the hilltops and out of the way places with grass which no man has
planted and which no man will ever mow! Perhaps there is somebody
here who, when at home, is like grass on the mountains, away from all
means of Grace, with nobody to help you, nobody to guide you. Listen to
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this Psalm and praise the name of the Lord, “wWho makes grass to grow
upon the mountains.”

9. He gives to the beast his food, and to the young ravens which cry.
The very best illustration of that verse is to be found, I think, in crows
going to bed at night. You may have heard their caws. White says, in his
Natural History of Selborne, that a little child said in his hearing, “Hark,
Father, the rooks are saying their prayers.” It does seem something like it
and I believe David had heard it, and that is why he put it here. “The
young ravens which cry,” for those strange birds—rooks, crows, ravens
and the like—even with their wild cries speak to God! Who can listen to
the birds in the early morning without feeling ashamed of himself for not
singing more to the praise of God? Some of the feathered songsters lift up
their voices even in the night—the nightingale charms the hours of dark-
ness—and should not we sing unto God when all nature rings with His
praise? “He gives to the beast his food.” Any of you who are in great dis-
tress may pray to God, “Lord, feed me, for You give, even, food to the
beast.” Do any of you need spiritual food? Cry to Him to feed you, for He
gives even to the beast his food! Are you not much better than many
animals? I remember “Father Taylor” once saying to himself, and then
writing it, “I am in distress just now, and full of doubts: but what am I?
When the great whale goes through the deep, the Almighty Father gives
him a ton of herrings for his breakfast and never misses them—surely He
can feed me.” Assuredly He can! He can give to all of us all that we need.

10. He delights not in the strength of the horse: He takes not pleasure
in the legs of a man. As the kings did in those days, their infantry and
their cavalry were their glory. The Lord does not care for that sort of
thing. What gives Him pleasure, then? Listen—

11. The LORD takes pleasure in them that fear Him, in those that hope
in His mercy. As kings have gloried in their troops, so does God glory in
tender hearts that fear Him and that hope in His mercy! I love that dou-
ble description— “them that fear Him” and, “those that hope in His
mercy.” There is a mixture there—fearing and hoping—but the mixture
makes a sweet amalgam of Grace! It is like a fisherman’s net—there is
the lead to sink it and here are the corks to float it! If you only hope in
His mercy, you will not come back empty from the great banquet of ever-
lasting love—“Jehovah takes pleasure in them that fear Him, in those
that hope in His mercy.”

12, 13. Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion. For He
has strengthened the bars of your gates; He has blessed your children
within you. Happy Zion, which God secures so well that even bars and
posts are finished—not merely walls and gates—but the bars of the gates!
There is nothing lacking in the Covenant of Grace. If the gates need bars,
God thinks of the little as well as of the great—“He has strengthened the
bars of your gates; He has blessed your children within you.”

14. He makes peace in your borders, and fills you with the finest of the
wheat. An old commentator says, “Generally, if you get quantlty, you do
not get quality, but when you deal with God, ‘He fills you,’ there is quan-
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tity, ‘with the finest of the wheat,’ there is quality.” You get both in God—
an abundance of the best.

15. He sends forth His command to earth: His word runs very swiftly.
Great kings have tried to make their postal arrangements act with rapid-
ity. In the olden time they employed swift dromedaries for this purpose,
but, “His word runs very swiftly.” When God has a message to send, He
can flash it by lightning, or dispatch it in an instant by one of His an-
gels—“His word runs very swiftly.” I wish it would run to some of you
who are rushing fast into sin, and that it would overtake you, and arrest
you, and bring you to repentance and to faith in God! Here is a verse that
may help to cool you on this summer’s evening

16. He gives snow like wool. 1t is as soft as wool and, like wool, it is a
covering, and keeps the earth warm in the bitter frosts and saves the
plants from death. “He gives snow like wool.”

16, 17. He scatters the hoar frost like ashes. He casts forth His ice like
morsels: who can stand before His cold? I want you to notice how, in the
olden days, good men felt God to be very near. They thought that all this
was caused by God—“He gives snow; He scatters hoar frost™—and they
speak of, “His ice, His cold.” It is a poor progress that philosophers have
made, to try to get us farther off from God than we used to be, but I bless
His name that He is as near as He ever was to those who believe in Him!
They can see His working and feel the touch of His hand! But what a
wonder-working God this is who uses snow to warm the earth and makes
the frost to act like ashes—yes, who makes bread out of ice, for when
there is no frosty weather, the harvests are not half as good—the very
frosts break up the clods and help to create bread for men! The Lord
works by contraries. Perhaps, at the time that He means to save you, you
will think that He is destroying you. If He means to heal you, He will
wound you! If He means to lift you up, He will throw you down! Learn to
understand His method, then, for this is the mode of His working.

18, 19. He sends out His word, and melts them: He causes His wind to
blow, and the waters flow. He shows His word unto Jacob, His statutes
and His judgments unto Israel. That is the best news of all, that God re-
veals Himself to His children! All He works in nature is eclipsed by what
He does in Grace!

20. He has not dealt so with any nation: and as for His judgments, they
have not known them. Praise you the LORD.

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON TO BRING MANY
TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST.
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MAN’S WEAKNESS AND GOD’S ANOINTING
NO. 334

DELIVERED ON SABBATH MORNING, SEPTEMBER 9, 1860,
BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON,
AT EXETER HALL, STRAND.

“I am this day weak, though anointed king; and these men,
the sons of Zeruiah, are too hard for me.”
2 Samuel 3:39.

You will remember that David was secretly anointed king over Israel by
Samuel, but he waited many a weary year before the crown actually rested
upon his head. For a long time he was an exile from the very country of
which he was afterwards to be the sovereign. He was hunted about by the
remorseless cruelty of Saul till he became like a partridge upon the
mountains and the feet of the wild roe were not more used to flight than
those of David.

A band of men gradually gathered round him, over whom he became
the captain and he lived the life of an adventurer, the leader of heroic
soldiers, who at once protected their country from its foreign foes and
sheltered its disaffected subjects. At last Saul fell in battle upon Mount
Gilboa and Jonathan, the heir-at-law to the throne, fell also upon that
dewless mountain. David was assured of the death of Saul by the fact that
the head of the king was brought to him by an Amalekite, whose crime he
punished with death, though he hoped to have been rewarded with
abundance of treasure.

David’s own kinsmen at once recognized him as the leader of their clan
and he, in Hebron began to reign over Judah and the south of the
country. But the mass of the nation had not yielded to him and Abner, the
commander-in-chief of Saul’s standing army, fearful lest he might lose his
influence and be supplanted by Joab, who naturally would become
commander-in-chief under David, set up Ishbosheth as the successor of
Saul. And so there became two kingdoms. David was the acknowledged
head of the one and Ishbosheth, the master of the larger part of the
territory. Abner was playing king-maker and he soon showed that he felt
his power and meant to use it.

Having engaged in a quarrel with Ishbosheth, on account of Abner’s
desire to take to wife a concubine of Saul, he at once resented the
interference of Ishbosheth and determined to put down the king whom he
himself had put up. He came to David, therefore and made terms with
him, upon which he would give up to him the kingdom and Ishbosheth
should cease to be his rival. Joab hears of this and not wishing to be
supplanted and perhaps seriously believing that Abner was not honest,
follows after him, entices him back and just outside the walls of Hebron,

Volume 6 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 1



2 Man’s Weakness and God’s Anointing Sermon #334
the city of refuge, slays him in cold blood—a most dastardly and
treacherous murder!

David had nothing to do with it. He did his best to exonerate himself
from it and pronounced an awful curse upon Joab the murderer and upon
all his posterity. He had not, however, the manly courage to summon
Joab to the bar as a murderer. David was afraid of him. The man had all
the army at his back—and instead of being, as in his youthful days,
fearless of man, David became for awhile a time-server and permitted the
guilty to escape. He prepared a glorious funeral for Abner and made Joab
himself walk as mourner in the train, accompanied by his king, who sang
a poetic and mournful dirge over the bleeding corpse.

Then said David to his courtiers and friends, “I am this day weak,
though anointed king. And these men, the sons of Zeruiah, are too hard
for me. The men who have been my bravest comrades and stood by me in
the darkest hour, have been too hard for me. They have compelled me to
submit to an action which my soul detests. They are criminals whom I
cannot punish. The sons of Zeruiah are too hard for me.”

It was necessary to state these historical particulars in order to set my
text in its connection and now I wish to show how this passage in sacred
history is but the transcript of what has occurred many and many a time
in the history and experience of all the people of God.

I. The first remark I shall make will be this. We may be anointed and
yet weak. Every Believer is an anointed king. He was really anointed in the
covenant of election before the world was. When Jesus Christ was set up
from everlasting, his people were really set up in him. When he was
proclaimed king and when his Father promised to him glorious honors as
the result of what he should do, his people were really constituted a royal
priesthood in the person of their representative and covenant head. Every
child of God also was actually anointed when Jesus Christ ascended up
on high and led captivity captive and received gifts for men.

When Jesus took his seat at the right hand of the Eternal Father,
amidst the songs of angels and the shouts of cherubim, all his elect in
him did virtually take their thrones. “For he has raised us up together and
made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” But in our
souls, our anointing time comes in that hour when, being called by grace
and washed from sin, we begin to reign over sin, self, the world, death and
Hell, by virtue of our union with Christ. Every Believer is a king today. It
may be that he does not wear his crown, but lives beneath his dignity. Yet
he is a king by right Divine. He is of a kingly, no, of a Divine race—he is
sprung from the loins of the King of kings and he is soon to enter upon
his full dominion. For when Jesus shall appear, then being like him, he
shall reign with him forever and ever.

The Christian is then, today, in many more senses than I can now stay
to enumerate, an anointed king and yet it is quite possible that he may be
groaning out, “I am weak.” For weakness and Divine Anointing may stand
together. You may be the object of God’s grandest purposes. And yet in
yourself, you may be the meanest of men. “God may yet intend to
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accomplish by you the greatest marvels and it may be needful that, as a
prelude to these wonders, you who are God’s anointed should be
compelled to feel very deeply your utter weakness.

God’s children are often very weak in faith—they stagger at the
promises through unbelief. It is not always in their power to “set to their
seal that God is true.” They always have the seal of God on them, but they
cannot always set their seal to God’s promises. There are times when the
strength of the flesh through sin has overcome the powers of the soul—
when we can get no further than to cry, “I would, but I cannot believe, I do
not doubt his love to his people, but it is a grave question with me,
whether I am one of his people at all.”

Christians have ebbs of faith as well as floods; they have winters as well
as summers, they have times of drought and years of famine. Sometimes
they are diminished and brought low through oppression, affliction and
sorrow. The eye of their faith grows dim and the light of God’s
countenance being withdrawn from them, it is a woeful day for them and
they sigh and cry and groan and scarce can call their lives their own.
“Oh,” cries one, “that is my condition, but I thought I could not be a child
of God, for I said, ‘If it be so, why am I thus?’ ” Oh, this is a common
failing with the Lord’s people. Think not that your name is cut out of the
register because of the weakness of your faith. For there be many in
Heaven whose names on earth were Little-Faith and Ready-to-Halt and
Despondency and Much-Afraid. You may be an anointed king and yet
exceedingly weak in your faith.

The weakness of a Christian’s faith may also affect all his other graces.
It must do so. For when faith is strong, every other grace is strong. When
that is weak, all things else decline. It may be today that your hope has
become very dim. You are in bondage through fear of death and see not
the mansions in the skies. You have forgotten that you are in Christ and
now you no more look for his appearing. Your hope declines and all your
comfort dies. All this is possible and yet you may be an anointed king.

Pluck up heart, my brother. When you can not read your title, the
inheritance is just as sure. When you can not feel your union with Christ,
the union is none the less a fact. And when you dare not hope, even
then—if you are Christ’s—your soul is in his hand and you shall never
perish and neither shall any pluck you from him. Let me add again that
when the Christian grows weak in his faith and hope, it is no wonder that
he is feeble in all his efforts to serve his master.

“Oh,” says one, “I preach now, but have no power in preaching. I pray,
but it is not prayer. I totter on the knees which should be strong. I, who
could once prevail and bid defiance to earth and Hell now tremble like
Peter before a little maid and am down-cast and abashed by the smallest
threat or calumny from the lips of my meanest foe.” Oh, but Christian, all
this is possible, too and yet you may be an anointed king. For there is a
sad difference between the estate of God’s people now and their glory by-
and-by. Yes and a wondrous difference now between the privileges to
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which they have a right and the privileges to which they have the power
to attain.

Sure, if they were what they might be and what they should be, they
would be on earth well nigh as happy as in Heaven. God has given them
power to tread on serpents and to defy the violence of flames. He has
girded them with a majesty unrivalled and unequalled. He has put a
crown of pure gold on their heads. Even now he has shod them with
badgers’ skins and clothed them with blue and purple and fine linen. He
has made them kings and priests unto God, even this day and they dwell
in the curtains of Solomon.

They have His Providence for their provision. They have his angels for
their servitors. They have his
Heaven for their last resting place and his bosom for their reposing place
today. And yet are they often weak and often cast down by reason of sore
trouble and the strength of the flesh and the perversity of their corrupt
hearse. “I am this day weak, though anointed king. And these men, the
sons of Zeruiah, are too hard for me.”

My dear Brethren, let me remark that David at this special time felt his
weakness more particularly because he was in a new position. David had
been an adventurer in the cave so long that he had grown used to it and
you never find him saying when he hid himself in Engedi, “I am this day
weak.” No. After the first season of bitterness, I believe he came to love
Adullam’s dreary grot. And the bleak mountains were dear to him. But he
has come into a new place—nations are at his feet—men bow before him.
It is a new position and he says “I am this day weak, though anointed
king.” Whenever you make a change in life. Whenever God calls you to
another set of duties, you will surely find out what perhaps you do not
now believe—that you are weak, though anointed king.

Here, too, David had come into new temptations. The arrows had been
shot at him before, from one direction alone, now the storm ceases on one
side and begins on the other. If men knew that the storm would always
come to one side of the house they would repair and strengthen it and
then they would not fear the blast. But if on a sudden it whirled round
and took the other corner, how would they be prepared for that? Take
care, Christian men and women, how you change your position—often it
is a remove for the worse. The arrows may not fly on the right, but they
will meet you on the left and perhaps that may be your weakest side and
there will you be smitten in the most tender part.

David had now no more the temptations which beset a venturer, but
those which cluster thick around the throne. For where there is the honey
of royalty, there will surely be the wasps of temptations. High places and
God’s praise do seldom well agree. A full cup is not easily carried without
spilling and he that stands on a pinnacle needs a clear head and much
grace.

And then further, David had now come into new duties. It was his duty
to have taken Joab and have made him suffer the full penalty of the law
for having killed Abner. A king must defend the oppressed and avenge the
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murdered—but David fails to perform the new duty, for he feels that he is
too weak.

Brothers and sisters, I shall leave this point when I have only conjured
you to remember that whether you know it or not, whether new
circumstances shall have discovered it to you or not, you are this day
weak, though anointed kings. You are never more mistaken than when
you think yourselves strong. You are never nearer the truth than when
you have the very lowest views of your self. When you are stripped and
emptied and poured from vessel to vessel, it is then that you are where
you ought to be. When you can say, “I can do nothing apart from Him,”
and yet can feel that you can do everything with him—then you are on the
verge of safety—you are on the eve of triumph and honor. God is with you
and will greatly bless you so long as you know where your great strength
lies.

II. The second head. It was but little wonderful that David’s kingdom
was weak, for it was but newly gained. And it is but little marvel if we also
are very weak in the beginning of our spiritual life. When a king has had
time to set himself down upon his throne and to sweep away before him
this party and that, either by politics or by the power of the sword and so
to put down every rival, then his throne becomes confirmed. But here is
David, a man who is not descended from the royal race—and who, apart
from the Divine anointing, which the sons of Belial would never recognize,
had no right to the throne whatever.

And it is not much wonder that the house of Saul should be
troublesome to him and that his old comrades, taking too much upon
themselves because of their past services, should be too strong for him to
manage. Young Christian, it is no wonder that you are weak, when the
good work has only lately begun with you. See the lambs in the fold—it is
well that they have been shorn in good weather—for what would become
of the shorn lamb in the untempered wind? Shall we suppose that the
young sapling shall stand as firmly as the oak with its gnarled roots and
its hoary branches which have been twisted together by many a storm?
What! Shall a babe fight a battle? Shall a new-born infant go forth to war?

Do you wonder because the new creature is weak? Wonder rather at its
power than at its weakness! Does Satan triumph over you and do you
marvel that old Satan is more than a match for a young Christian? Does
the old world sometimes oppress your heart and are you astonished that
an old world, with a thousand arts, should be too much for a babe like
you? Does your old heart within—that old Adam of yours that is forty
years old—seem too strong for that new Adam which is new created in
you? Why, you need not marvel. The old man has had time to gather up
his strength—time to learn the arts of war and the new man is
unaccustomed, as yet, to fight.

It is true I have infant grace in the new creature heart more strong than
Hercules, who strangled serpents in his cradle. We have seen the newly-
converted sinner strangling his sins and conquering his lusts, but we
cannot expect that he should always be the master of his fears, so as to
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overcome doubts, answer questions and confound gainsayers. No, young
Christian, trust you in the Lord your God, for you shall go from strength
to strength, until in Zion you shall appear before God. I meet with many
young Christians who are greatly troubled because they have not reached
the attainments of older converts. Do you expect children to carry heavy
burdens, or to be skillful in the arts, or learned in the sciences? No. We
wait for riper years and greater maturity and we expect but little from the
boy at school.

Even so in babes in grace—it were an idle folly to look for the
attainment of the perfect man in Christ Jesus. Some Christians, as the
old Puritan says, are born with beards. Some young Christians get
experience very early and God calls them to hard fights and great
enterprises while they are yet but lambs—but our Master does not usually
make captains of his drummer boys. No, no. He picks the man for the
place. He will have his veterans for the front ranks and put lads behind
for a little while. Yet sometimes they step forward and like David bring
down Goliath. And occasionally the babes and sucklings have
accomplished greater works than the veteran saints. Yet that is not the
rule, nor must you sigh and cry if the young kingdom of grace in your
soul is as yet apparently weak and sometimes appears to tremble in the
scales.

III. And now another parallel. Let us remark that David was weak only
in the flesh and that the Christian truly is only weak there. Why was
David weak? “Because,” said he, “the sons of Zeruiah are too hard for me.
I cannot subdue them. I cannot keep them under. I cannot manage any
kingdom while such turbulent spirits as these interfere and intermeddle
with everything.” Ah, David and did you not know this before? How
different is this from your language when you were but a lad! Did not the
Philistine say to you, “Come to me and I will give your flesh to the fowls of
Heaven.” Did you know yourself to be weak then?

And yet you said, “You come to me with a sword and with a spear, but I
come to you in the name of the Lord of Hosts, the God of the armies of
Israel, whom you have defied” Ah, what a fall is there. David! ought you
not now to have said the same? “Joab, I come to you in the name of the
Lord God of hosts and though all the hosts of Israel are at your beck and
command, I will do equal justice to strong and weak and your murderous
spirit shall die and suffer because of what you have done in this my
kingdom.”

Oh, that David’s virgin-throne should have been stained with the
unavenged blood of a murdered man! Here was want of faith, you see.
David had as strong a God as ever. But he was weak in the flesh. And
that, my Brethren, blessed be God, is the only weakness a Christian can
know. We are never weak in our God—we are always weak in ourselves.
Whenever you are in the midst of a difficulty and you sit down and say, “I
cannot do this,” who ever thought you could? You ought to have known
that you could do nothing.

6 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org Volume 6



Sermon #334 Man’s Weakness and God’s Anointing 7

But if your difficulty be never so severe and your position never so
trying, is the everlasting arm too weak for your defense? Is the eternal eye
unable to see through the difficulty? Or has eternal love failed you? “Oh,
but I am so weak!” Of course you are and the weaker you are the better.
But Jehovah is not weak. The Eternal One faints not, neither is he weary.
There is no searching of his understanding. David was weak because he
lived by sight. If he had lived as in the days of his youth, by faith in the
covenant God who had anointed him, he never would have complained of
weakness, but would have done his duty, even should Heaven itself totter
about his ears.

Christian, have done today with talking of what you are and of what
you are not. Remember the Christian’s standing-place is not on the
shifting sand of creature weakness, but on the immovable rock of Divine
confidence. The reason why the Church of these days is such a poor
trembling thing is because she always looks to man and seldom looks to
God. If the world is to be evangelized, we examine our funds, we look
down the lists of our subscribers, we count our missionaries. Oh, if we
counted and reckoned on our God and looked to him first and only, we
might yet say to dead nations, “Live,” and the voice of faith should make
them live and means, apparently inadequate, should soon suffice—if once
our faith sufficed to challenge and to plead the promise of our God.

[ am sure of this, my Brethren, that there are very few Christians on
the face of the earth who live by faith as they should do. Yea, we are all at
times pestered with that leprosy of the flesh, that looking to means, to
circumstances, to that which is before our eyes, instead of ever seeing
that which is invisible and resting on that mighty arm which, when we
cannot see it, is still at work and which, when we cannot feel it, still feels
for us and upholds all things by its power.

IV. I said that we were weak only in the flesh and now I want you to
observe in the fourth place, that it is where the flesh is strong that we are
weak. Why was not David strong? Why, because of the sons of Zeruiah,
yet these sons of Zeruiah were his greatest strength! What could he have
done without Joab and Abishai—Joab the man who smote the garrison of
Jebus and Abishai who slew three hundred men in single-handed fight?
What could he do without these? These were David’s mighty men, those
who always led the van and with a tremendous shout dashed among the
Philistines and scattered the uncircumcised. These were David’s glory.

Often, I do not doubt, as he walked in the midst of his companions in
Engedi, he would look on Joab and Abishai and say, “What noble helpers!
What men! How trained in the daring deeds of war! With feet leaping from
crag to crag like the wild roe—with eyes piercing through the cloud of the
battle—with arms whose crash is as the tempest, with faces terrible as
lions making the stout-hearted tremble!” These were David’s pride, his
glory, his strength, yes and they were his weakness. So is it with us.

Whatever is our strength in the flesh is sure to be our weakness in the
spirit. Let me give you an instance. Jacob was a man whose strength was
in his cunning. He was a wise business man. He was a shrewd calculator.
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He was wise as the children of this generation. Yes, but that cunning was
Jacob’s weakness. It was that which always brought him into trouble. He
is cunning first of all with his poor old father Isaac. Instead of leaving the
matter to God he must needs deceive his father with a lie and as the
result of it, he is driven from the house of which otherwise he would
doubtless, by the Divine will, have become a peaceful possessor.

He goes to Laban. Here, no doubt, he looked well to himself in the
bargain about Rachel and as he did not trust his father-in-law, his father-
in-law did not trust him and he finds Leah instead of the beloved one.
Then it comes to the point of wages and Jacob is very wise there. Laban is
hard with him and then he is very crafty with Laban. Laban first says he
shall have the ring-streaked sheep and then those rods in the drinking-
trough show what a wise man Jacob was. His visages are changed and
changed and changed again, but Jacob outwits Laban. The whole history
of that good man is of one strong in his wits, but weak in his faith—
always a supplanter and therefore being always supplanted.

Thus the wisdom of man is rather an impediment than an assistant to
the purpose of God. Whenever we are raised up by God to do any work for
him, we must not sit down and say, “Well I think I am qualified for the
work, because I have such and such gifts.” It is just these very things
which you possess which will be the heavy hindrances and not the
successful assistants of your labor. Remember that your sons of Zeruiah
will be hard to manage. They will be too strong for you. Our Welsh
Brethren are the best men in the world for preachers, qualified by God for
it by their fiery spirit and yet if you were to mark the career of many a
minister with a fiery spirit, it is just that which causes him to make
shipwreck of his Church by quarrels and divisions.

A Scotch brother is qualified for theological studies by the coolness of
his temperament and yet it will often happen that that very coolness often
palsies his life and cripples him as a minister of the Word. I believe the
strength of God’s ministers generally lies in the points where they are the
weakest and their weakness usually lies in their strength. That is to say,
natural strength will be toned down by a spiritual weakness and a natural
weakness will be exalted and be made the vehicle and channel for
spiritual strength. It has often been so. The very physical appearance of
Paul, his personal presence which was said to be weak and contemptible,
becomes to him the subject of glorying. He glories in his infirmity, for it is
the means of giving honor to God.

“This is strange logic,” says one. It is, Sir—God’s logic is strange.
Gideon fears the Midianites because of the slender number of his soldiers,
but the Lord says, “the people are yet too many for me.” The king of Judah
on another occasion hires for himself with so many hundred thousand
talents a number of mercenary troops from the king of Israel. “Now,” says
he, “I shall win the battle.” But before the battle begins, the Prophet bids
him send these men back. God can do better without means than he can
with means that are audacious enough to think themselves necessary.
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The Lord will always throw the sword away from his hand when that
sword begins to boast itself. Assyria is his axe to cut down the cedars, but
if the axe glories the axe itself must be cast away. And so will it be with
you if you set down any good thing you have ever done to yourself—God
will bring you down. Learn instead thereof to be wise and if you have any
excellency or any power pour contempt upon it. And if you have any
weakness and any infirmity, glory in it because the power of God shall
rest upon you.

V. And now one other remark and may God bless the Word to the
comfort of all his people. It is this. We are anointed kings and yet we are
weak. But our weakness shall not prevent our reigning by-and-by. David’s
kingdom did not shake, even when his heart failed him. And it would have
stood just as fast if he had knocked away Joab and Abishai who seemed
to be the props that supported it. God had sworn that David should sit
upon the throne—David’s strength lay in God’s truthfulness, not in Joab’s
valor.

It was David’s business to believe that come what may God’s purpose
must stand and God would do all his pleasure. It is just the same with
you, Christian, today. However weak you may be and whatever means
may have failed you, remember God has said it—you shall be saved. He
has promised that you shall be glorified with Christ. And so you must be,
come fair, come foul. Whatever betide, God must be as good as his word.

There are some professed Christians who believe that God’s people may
fall away and perish everlastingly. I don’t know whether they think it is
the weak Christian or the strong. But they believe that there are some
who, though they serve God for years, may yet in a dark and evil hour
forsake the Lord their God and may ultimately be cast away. Brethren, we
reject, renounce and abhor that doctrine, as being not the truth of God,
but an insinuation of Satan. We believe that every child of God, from the
least to the greatest; every man who has put his trust in Jesus, is as safe
now from finally perishing as though he were in glory. We do uphold and
teach and it is our joy to believe, that all who have given themselves to
Christ and who have been saved by his love, shall be kept safely in the
hour of temptation and presented at last without spot or wrinkle or any
such thing before his Father’s face.

It is on this doctrine I am about to dwell a minute, while I say that we
shall reign. Weak as we are, we shall reign in Heaven by-and-by and I
shall attempt to show you why. For, in the first place, if we do not, God’s
attributes will everyone of them suffer an eclipse. Where is the power of
God, if he cannot keep the people whom he has bought with his blood and
whom he has called by his Spirit? Is the power of sin greater than the
power of God? And is man’s free will to be omnipotent and God’s purpose
to fail, because men will not let God succeed? [ say that God’s
omnipotence would be blotted and blurred if he suffered the very meanest
of his chosen ones to fall away and perish.

Or where were his love? If Christ can keep his spouse and does not,
where is his affection? If Jesus can save his people and will not where is
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his love and what is its vaunted value? It is either in God’s power to keep
a man from going down to Hell, or it is not—if it is not, then God is not
omnipotent. If it be in his power, but not in his love, his love—I say it with
reverence to his name—is not the everlasting love of which Scripture says
so much. And then, his wisdom, too—would not that suffer? If his
anointed sons shall not reign, why did he anoint them? Why does a wise
God begin a work he does not carry on?

Has God purposed anything which he finds to be an error and therefore
forbears to execute it? God forbid we should indulge such blasphemy. And
where, my Brethren, where is Divine truth? What truth would there be in
a passage like this—“I give unto my sheep eternal life and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hands.” If one of them
should perish, that passage were not true. And again, those words of the
Apostle Paul—“if when we were enemies we were reconciled unto God by
the death of his Son, how much more, being reconciled, shall we be saved
by his life.” Where would be the reasoning there? Where is the truth of
God in those statements, if his people are not saved by Jesus’ life?

Then the Apostle Paul was deceived when he said, “For | am persuaded,
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Then God did not mean it when he said, “The
mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but the covenant of my
love shall not be removed, says the Lord that has mercy upon you.” Where
is the meaning of that Divine assurance—“Can a woman forget her
suckling child, that she should not have
compassion on the son of her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will I not
forget you.”

I say, Beloved, that the Bible is like the husks of the winepress when
the generous juice has been pressed from there, if you take the doctrine of
final perseverance out of it. If God can change, if his purpose can fail, if
his love can be taken away from one on whom it was ever set, I am not a
Christian, nor would I think it my boast and my honor to serve God, if he
were such a faithless one as this free-will theology makes him to be.

But further than this, if everyone for whom Jesus shed his blood and
everyone who believes on God through Jesus be not saved, then God’s
Son is dishonored. He is a head, but he is the head of a mangled body. He
is a king, but he is like the king of Naples, a king without a territory. He is
a husband, but he is a husband without a spouse, or with a spouse that
is only half there, half his and half the devil’s. And then again, if God’s
people be not saved and if his Davids do not reign, then you have to
accept the blasphemous alternative that God is defeated by man.

Here it is. God wills to save me. But I am told that my free will may
master God. Out on your free will! Is free will to be God? If it be a god fall
down and worship it and be an idolater as base as the worshippers of
Baal. But I know that God is master of man and that man’s will shall
never match with God, but God will have his way. I ask now, in the name
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of reason and of Scripture, what there is that can hinder God from
saving the man whom he has promised to save. Why, his hard heart can
hinder him! Yes, but he had that hard heart when God began with him
and God overcame that bad heart and can he not overcome it to the end?
Oh, but the man may not be willing! Yes and be was not willing at the
first. But God made him willing and he that mastered his will then may
master it still. Oh, but Satan may overcome him! And is Satan to make
the purpose of God of no effect? And is a child of God to be a child of Hell
tomorrow—alive today, dead tomorrow and then alive again. O miserable
doctrine. Where is now our strong consolation if this be our portion!

In presenting such as the everlasting Gospel I feel confidence, because
it is worth your having. Trust your souls with Christ today and you are
saved, “He that believes on Christ Jesus shall be saved.” “No,” say our
antagonists, “he shall not. He may be or he may not be; he may believe on
Christ, but whether he is saved or not depends upon his own will.” Sir,
you lie against God and Scripture. “He that believes shall be saved,” come
what may. “Yes, if he keeps on believing.” Sir, it says no such thing. It
says, “He that believes shall be saved:” He shall, he must, keep on
believing. Where God begins the work he will carry it on.

Let me quote again that passage—“I give unto my sheep eternal life and
they shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my hands.”
“Ah,” said a foolish minister once, “but they may pluck themselves out.” A
pretty idea! “No man shall pluck them out of his hands,” and they may
pluck themselves out as if they were not men. Or, says another, they may
slip between his fingers. But then what becomes of that passage, “They
shall never perish?” If one of his sheep shall ever perish, that word of God
is either false or else had no meaning in it.

I was riding lately with a good brother in Christ who did not believe in
final perseverance. He said, “I don’t believe that many Christians ever fall
away. I don’t think one in a thousand does, perhaps not one in a million
but it is possible, just possible and I think we ought to say it is.” “But,” I
said, “one in a million does not improve your case at all. Because, if one in
a million, why not you? Why not me? Why not the rest? Why not all? If
some for whom Christ died may perish, why not all? And then a Christian
may die and never ‘see of the travail of his soul.” If some that believe may
fall away and perish, why not all? Then how shall the promise stand if
they believe and yet were not saved? If Christ may lose a part of his
Church why may he not lose all? And then he may come to Heaven
without a Church.

“Besides,” I said, “I should feel that if one child of God may fall,
certainly it must be me. But why should one fall more than another?”
“Because one is more wicked than another?” “What is this but the old
covenant of works? Their standing depends not on themselves, but on
God. How shall they be prevented falling?” “By God’s grace, I suppose.”
“Well, then, if God’s grace can keep one, it can keep another. And if it
cannot keep one Christian from going into sin, how am I to hope it will
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keep another? And if some Christians persevere and come to Heaven,
why may not others? What is the reason why?”

“Because some are better than others.” “Then off with the crown from
Jesus’ head and put it on the head of the Law and sing ‘Hallelujah,’ to our
good works after all.” No, my brother. When your soul is given up to
Christ, it is Christ’s business to save it, not yours. When you have

committed yourself into Jesus’ hands—
“His honor is engaged to save
The meanest of his sheep;
All that his heavenly Father gave,
His hand securely keeps.
Nor death nor Hell shall ever divide
His darlings from his breast;
In the dear bosom of his love
They must forever rest.”

Fly into his bosom, sinner—fly now. And you shall rest there forever!
And neither sin, nor Satan, nor self, shall ever pluck you thence. For he
that believes is saved. He that believes in Christ, “out of his belly shall
flow rivers of living water.” The water which he shall give him shall be in
him a well of water, springing up into everlasting life. God grant you the

blessing of perseverance, for Jesus’ sake!

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307

12 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org Volume 6



Sermon #147 The New Park Street Pulpit 1

THE SOUND IN THE MULBERRY TREES
NO. 147

A SERMON DELIVERED ON SABBATH MORNING, MAY 31, 1857,
BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE MUSIC HALL, ROYAL SURREY GARDENS.

“When you hear the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees,
then you shall bestir yourself: for then shall the Lord go out
before you, to smite the host of the Philistines.”

2 Samuel 5:24.

DAVID had just fought the Philistines in this very valley and gained a
signal victory, so that he said, “the Lord has broken forth upon my ene-
mies before me as the breach of waters.” The Philistines had come up in
great hosts and had brought their gods with them, that like Israel, when
the ark of the Lord was brought into their midst, they might feel quite
sure of victory. However, by the help of God David easily put them to rout,
burned their images in the fire and obtained a glorious victory over them.

Note, however, that when they came a second time against David,
David did not go up to fight them without enquiring of the Lord. Once he
had been victorious. He might have said, as many of us have said, in fact,
in other cases—“I shall be victorious again. I may rest quite sure that if I
have triumphed once I shall triumph yet again. Why should I go and seek
at the Lord’s hands?” Not so, David. He had gained one victory by the
strength of the Lord. He would not venture upon another until he had en-
sured the same. He went and asked the sacred oracle, “Shall I go up
against them?”

And when he was informed that he was not immediately to march
against them but to encamp so as to surprise them at the mulberry trees,
he did not demur a single moment to the mandate of God. And when he
was bid to wait until he should hear the sound in the tops of the mulberry
trees before he went to fight, he was not in an ill haste to rush to battle at
once but he tarried until the mulberry trees began to sing at the top by
reason of the wind that rushed along the leaves. He would wait until God’s
sign was given. He said, “I will not lift my spear nor my hand till God has
bid me do it, lest I should go to war at my own charges and lose all I have
obtained.”

My Brethren, let us learn from David to take no steps without God. The
last time you moved, or went into another business, or changed your
situation in life, you asked God’s help and then did it and you were
blessed in the doing of it. You have been up to this time a successful man.
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You have always sought God but do not think that the stream of Provi-
dence necessarily runs in a continuous current? Remember, you may to-
morrow without seeking God’s advice venture upon a step which you will
regret but once and that will be until you die. You have been wise up to
now—it may be because you have trusted in the Lord with all your heart
and have not leaned to your own understanding.

You have said like David, “Let us enquire of the Lord,” and like Jeho-
shaphat, who said to Ahab, “I will not go up until I have enquired of the
Lord.” And you have not to ask priests of Baal but you have said, “Is there
not here one Prophet of the Lord, that I may enquire at his hands?” Now,
keep on in the same way—do not, I beseech you, go before the cloud. If
Providence tarries, tarry till Providence comes—never go before it. He goes
on a fool’s errand who goes before God but he walks in a blessed path who
sees the footsteps of Providence and reads the map of Scripture and so
discovers, “This is the way wherein I am to walk.”

This may be imputed to someone here. I thought I would begin with it,
for it may be I have some young man here who is about unadvisedly to
take a step which may be his ruin, temporarily. I beseech him, if he loves
the Lord—I speak to none but those who are already Christians—I be-
seech him not to venture until he has sought counsel of God and unless
he has a firm conviction that he is doing it not merely for his own advan-
tage but to help him in serving his God the better. Unless he can be sure
that he has God’s approval of his steps let me—by the mistake that many
have made, by the mischief that he will do himself unless he listens to
me—Ilet me beseech him to stop and not take so much as one half a step,
or lift his foot, until he has sought of God and has had the answer, “Go up
against them.”

Thus I have introduced the text—but now I would refer to it in another
way altogether. David was not to go to battle until he heard a sound of a
rustling in the tops of the mulberry trees. There was a calm, perhaps. And
God’s order to David was, “You are not to begin to fight until the wind be-
gins rustling through the tops of the mulberry trees.” Or as the Rabbis
have it and it is a very pretty concept if it is true, “the footsteps of angels
walking along the tops of the mulberry trees” make them rustle. That was
the sign for them to fight, when God’s cherubim were going with them—
when they should come who can walk through the clouds and fly through
the air, led by the great Captain Himself, walking along the mulberry trees
and so make a rustle by their celestial footsteps.

How true that may be, I cannot tell. My remark is only this—that there
are certain signs which ought to be indications to us of certain duties. I
shall use the verse in this way. First, there are certain special duties which
are not duties to everybody but only to some people. If we wish to know
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whether we are to perform these duties, we must seek signs concerning
them and not go and rush into a duty to which we are not called unless
we get a sign, even as David got the rustling among the mulberry leaves.
And then I should use it, in the second place, thus—there are certain du-
ties which are common to all of us. But when we see some sign of God’s
Holy Spirit being in motion, or some other signs, these are seasons when
we ought to be more than ever active and more than ever earnest in the
service of our Master.

I. First, then, in regard to SPECIAL DUTIES. I shall confine myself, I
think, to one. The office of the ministry is a special duty. I do not believe,
as some do, that it is the business of every one of us to preach. I believe it
is the business of a great many people who do preach to hold their
tongues. I think that if they had waited until God had sent them they
would have been at home now. And there are some men who are not fit to
edify a doorpost who yet think that if they could but once enter the pulpit
they would attract a multitude. They conceive preaching to be just the
easiest thing in all the world and while they have not power to speak three
words correctly and have not any instruction from on High and never were
intended for the pulpit, for the mere sake of the honor or the emolument,
they rush into the ministry.

There are hundreds of men in the ministry starving for want of bread
and entirely unsuccessful and I believe in regard to some of them that the
best thing they could do would be to open a grocers shop. They would be
doing more to serve God and to serve the Church if they would take a
business and preach now and then as they had time to study, or else give
it up altogether and let somebody come and preach to the people who had
something to tell them. For alas, alas, a preacher who has nothing to say
will not only do no good but will do a great deal of harm. The people who
hear him get disgusted at the very name of a place of worship. And they
only look at it as a kind of stocks, where they are to sit for an hour with
their feet fast, quiet and still, listening to a man who is saying nothing be-
cause he has nothing to say. I would not advise all of you to be preachers.

I do not believe God ever intended that you should. If God had intended
all His people to be preachers, I wonder how even He in His wisdom could
have found them all congregations. Because were all preachers where
were the hearers! No, I believe the office of the ministry, though not like
that of the priesthood, as to any particular sanctity, or any particular
power that we possess, is yet like the priesthood in this—that no man
ought to take it to himself, save he that is called “hereunto,” as was
Aaron. No man has any right to address a congregation on things spiri-
tual, unless he believes that God has given him a special calling to the
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work and unless he has also in due time received certain seals which at-
test his ministry as being the ministry of God.

The rightly ordained minister is ordained not by the laying on of
bishop’s or presbyter’s hands but by the Spirit of God Himself, whereby
the power of God is communicated in the preaching of the Word. There
may be some here who will say, “How am I to know whether I am called to
preach?” My Brethren, you will find it out by-and-by, I dare say. And if
you are sincerely desirous to know when you are in the path of duty in
endeavoring to preach, I must bid you do as David did. He noted the rus-
tling in the leaves of the mulberry trees. And I must have you notice cer-
tain signs. Do you want to know whether you can preach? Ask yourself
this question, “Can I pray? When I have been called upon in the Prayer
Meeting, have I been enabled to put my words together and has God
helped me in the matter?”

So far so good. “Well then I will go and try, I will preach in the street,
for instance.” Suppose nobody listens to me, suppose I go and take a
room, or go to a Chapel and nobody comes to hear? Well, there is no rus-
tling among the mulberry trees. I had better stop. Suppose I go to my wife
and children and take a text and just preach a little wee bit to them and
to the neighbors. Suppose, after I have preached to them, I should feel
that they could preach a great deal better to me? There is no rustling
among the mulberry trees and I had better give it up. And suppose if, after
having preached for sometime I hear of none who have been brought to
Christ? There is no rustling among the mulberry trees—I think the best
thing I could do is to let somebody else try.

Then probably I have not been called to the ministry and it would have
been a fearful thing for me to have occupied the watchman’s place, with-
out having received the watchman’s commission. He that should take
upon himself to be a policeman and go and do the work of arresting oth-
ers, without having received a commission, must be in danger of being
taken up himself for being a deceiver. And it may be, if I had not been
called to the ministry and had no seal of it, I had better leave it alone, lest
I go without God’s commission and that would never answer my pur-
pose—to begin without His having sent me. For if He has not sent me, it
may be I shall break down in my errand and do no good.

I do not ask whether you are much instructed or learned or all that. I
do not need to ask you. For I do not care about it myself. But I ask you
these questions. Have you tried to address a Sunday-School? Have you
gained the attention of the children?. Having tried to address a few people,
when they have been gathered together, have you found they would listen
to you after you had preached? Had you any evidence and any sign that
would lead you to believe that souls were blessed under you? Did any of
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the saints of God who were spiritually-minded tell you that their souls
were fed by your sermon? Did you hear of any sinner convicted of sin?
Have you any reason to believe that you have had a soul converted under
you?

If not, if you will take one’s advice for what it is good for—and I believe
it is advice which God’s Holy Spirit would have me give you—you had bet-
ter give it up. You will make a very respectable Sunday-School teacher.
You will do very well in a great many other ways. But unless these things
have been known by you—unless you have these evidences—you may say
you have been called and all that but I don’t believe it. If you had been
called to preach, there would have been some evidence and some sign of
it. | remember, two years ago, some man wrote me a note, telling me that
it had been said to his heart and God the Holy Spirit had revealed it to
him, that [ was to let him preach in this Chapel.

Well, I just wrote to him and told him that was a one-sided Revelation
and that as soon as ever God revealed it to me that I was to let him preach
here, then he should. But until then I did not see that the Revelation was
quite a square one. Why should it be revealed to him and not revealed to
me? I have heard no more of him and I have not had it revealed to me ei-
ther—so that I do not suppose he will make his appearance here. I say
this because though to a great many of you it would be nothing at all,
there are a large number of young men here who preach. I thank God for
them—for anyone who is able to preach. But I will thank God to stop
those who cannot preach, because if they go about to preach and have not
the ability and God has not sent them, they will just make fools of them-
selves—though that you should not be greatly surprised at—because they
may not be far off already.

But they will make the very Gospel itself come into contempt. If they
profess to preach who have not the call from God’s Spirit, when they begin
to talk they will just bring more scandal upon the Cross by a rash defense
of it than would have come if they had left it alone. Now, take care about
that. I would discourage none. I would say to every young man who has a
grain of ability and believes he has been called of God and everyone who
has really been blessed, “So far as I can help you I will help you. I will do
so to the very uttermost if you need my help and I pray God Almighty to
bless you and make you more and more abundantly useful. For the
Church needs many pastors and evangelists.”

But if there is no soul converted under you, if you are not qualified to
preach at all, you shall have my equally earnest prayers for you that God
may speed you—and I shall pray for you in this way, that God will speed
you by making you hold your tongue. I waited till I heard the sound
among the mulberry trees, else had I been uncalled and unsent. David
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waited. He would not go to the battle till he had heard the signal from on
High, which was the signal for the battle and the signal of the com-
mencement of warfare.

II. But now, my Brethren I come to something more practical to many
of you. You do not profess to be called to preach—THERE ARE CERTAIN
DUTIES BELONGING TO ALL CHRISTIANS WHICH ARE TO BE SPE-
CIALLY PRACTICED AT SPECIAL SEASONS.

First, concerning the Christian Church at large. The whole of the Chris-
tian Church should be very prayerful, always seeking the unction of the
Holy One to rest upon their hearts, that the kingdom of Christ may come
and that His will be done on earth even as it is in Heaven. But there are
times when God seems to favor Zion, when there are great movements
made in the Church, when revivals are commenced, when men are raised
up whom God blesses. That ought to be to you like “a sound of a going in
the tops of the mulberry trees.” We ought then to be doubly prayerful,
doubly earnest, wrestling more at the Throne than we have been likely to
do.

I think this is just the time that demands your extraordinary and spe-
cial prayers. I look upon that great movement in the Church of England,
the preaching on Sabbath-Evenings in Exeter Hall, as a sign of rustling—a
kind of “a going in the tops of the mulberry trees.” My Brethren, I could
pity the man that would be for one moment envious, though a thousand
such places should be full to the doors. I could cry out to God for mercy
on the man who could be so great a sinner against humanity and against
the souls of men, as to wish that it should not prosper. With all my heart I
pray that God may bless it and I exhort you just now—as there appears to
be a move in the right direction, now that some of the ministers are more
thoroughly roused up than they used to be, now that the ordinance of
preaching is more honored, now that there is a spirit of hearing poured
out among the people—I beseech you now, let your prayers be doubly ear-
nest.

Do as David was commanded to do—rise up and bestir yourself, not in
a spirit of envy, not in a spirit of strife—do not bestir yourself, lest the
Church of England shall beat Dissenters. No, Brethren, let us each bestir
ourselves that we may beat the devil. Let us each be earnest and let us
each when we see a movement in any section of the Church, hold up the
hands of faithful men and pray to God that if they are not faithful men
they may be made right but that as far as they are right they may have a
blessing.

I think the Church of Christ has lived to a glorious period. I really think
the day to which we have lived now is a day that ought to gladden the
eyes of many of God’s people. So far from being now, as I was a little time
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ago, in a gloomy frame about the worshippers of the Church, I seem to
think I have lived now to a happy era. Even the holy Whitfield himself
never stirred up such a revival of religion as God has been pleased to give
now. Not by his preaching did he stir up a host of bishops and clergymen
to come forth and preach to the poor. God has been pleased of late to
wake up the Churches far and near. I hear the noise among the mulberry
trees. Everywhere I hear of the Doctrines of Grace being made more
prominent and the preaching of the Gospel becoming more earnest, more
energetic and more full of the Spirit.

We have seen in our midst some called out of our own Church, whom
God has blessed in the preaching of the Word. There are in many places
and I allude especially to the Church of England just now, “the sound of a
going in the tops of the mulberry trees.” Now, my Brethren, is the time for
us to bestir ourselves. Oh let us cry to God more earnestly. Let our Prayer
Meetings be filled with men who come full of vehement petitions. Let our
private altars be more constantly kept burning, causing the smoke of
prayer to ascend and let our closets continually be occupied by earnest in-
tercession. Bestir yourself—there is a “sound of a going in the tops of the
mulberry trees.”

That is concerning the Church at large. The same Truth holds good of
any particular congregation. One Sabbath-Day the minister preached with
great unction. God clothed him with power, he seemed like John the Bap-
tist in the wilderness, crying, “Repent you, for the kingdom of Heaven is at
hand.” He spoke with all the earnestness of a man who was about to die.
He so spoke that the people trembled, a visible thrill passed through the
audience. Every eye was fixed and the tears seemed to bedew every cheek.
Men and women rose up from the sermon, saying, “Surely, God was in
this place and we have felt His presence.”

What ought a Christian man to say, as he retires from the house of
God? He should say, “I have heard this day the sound of the leaves of the
mulberry trees.” | saw the people earnest. I marked the minister speaking
mightily, God having touched his lips with a live coal from off the altar. I
saw the tear in every eye. I saw the deep, wrapped attention of many who
were careless. There were some young people there that looked as if they
had been impressed—their countenances seemed to show that there was
a work doing. Now, what should I do? The first thing I will do is I will be-
stir myself. But how shall I do it? Why, I will go home this day and I will
wrestle in prayer more earnestly than I have been likely to do that God
will bless the minister and multiply the Church.

Well, what next? Where do I sit? Was there a young woman in my pew
that seemed impressed? When I go this evening I will look out for her. I
have heard the “sound of the leaves of the mulberry trees,” and I will be-
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stir myself. And if I see her there, I will speak a word to her, or, what is
more, if I hear another sermon like it and I see any who seem to be im-
pressed, I will try to find them out. For I know that two words from a pri-
vate person are often better than fifty from a minister. So that if I have
seen a young man impressed, I will touch him on his elbow and say, “You
seemed as if you enjoyed this sermon.” “Yes, I liked it very well.” “And do
you like spiritual things?”

Who can tell? I may be made the means of his conversion. At all events,
I shall have this sweet consolation to go to bed with—I heard the “sound
of the leaves of the mulberry trees,” and as soon as I heard it I bestirred
myself that I might serve my God and be the means of winning souls from
Hell. But, alas, my Brethren, much of the seed we sow seems to be lost for
want of watering. Many an impressive sermon seems to lose much of its
force because it is not followed up as it should be. God’s purposes, I
know, are answered. His Word does not return unto Him void. Still, I
think we might sometimes ask ourselves, have we not been too dilatory,
too neglectful in not availing ourselves of favorable times and seasons,
when the power of the Spirit has been in our midst and when we should
have looked upon it as the signal for more strenuously exerting ourselves
in the service of our Master?

The same I might say of any time of general sickness, or any time of
plague or cholera, or sudden death. There are times when the cholera is
raging through our streets. The people are all trembling, they are afraid to
die. Mark—that is the “sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees.”
It is the business of you and me to bestir ourselves when people are by
any means led to serious thought—when God is walking through the land
and smiting down first one and then another and the minds of the people
are all on tiptoe concerning what the end shall be. When there has been
some alarming fire, when a sudden death has taken place in the street, or
in the court, or in a house, it is the Christian’s business to seize upon the
time and to improve it for his Master.

“Now,” said the Puritans, during the great plague of London, when the
hireling parish priests had fled from their Churches—“now is our time to
preach.” And all through that terrible time when the carts, filled with the
dead, went through the streets overgrown with grass, these strong-minded
Puritans occupied the pulpits and boldly preached the Word of God.
Brethren, that is what we should do whenever we see a time more favor-
able than another for telling sinners of the wrath to come. Let us seize it,
just as the merchant looks out for very turn of the market, for very rise
and every fall. Just as the farmer looks out for a good season for sowing or
planting or mowing.
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Let us look out for the best times for seeking to do good. Let us plow
deep while sluggards sleep and let us labor as much as possible in the
best season to make hay while the sun is shining and serve our God when
we hear the “sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees.”

And now permit me to go back to a thought I have given you. Keep the
same idea in view in regard to every individual you meet with. If you have
a drunken neighbor, it is very seldom you can ever say a word to him. His
wife is ill. She is sick and dying—poor fellow—he is sober this time. He
seems to be a bit impressed. He is anxious about his wife and anxious
about himself. Now is your time. Now for the good word—put it in well,
now is your opportunity. There is a great swearer but he seems by some
terrible Providence or other to become a little abashed and he is not so
profane as he used to be.

You should do as the ancient slingers did. If they saw a warrior lift his
helmet, in they would put the stone before he could get the helmet down
again. So if you see a man a little impressed and he is open to conviction,
do what you can, as God gives you opportunity. And if any of your ac-
quaintance have been in the house of God, if you have induced them to go
there and you think there is some little good doing but you do not know,
take care of that little—it may be God has used us as a foster mother to
bring up His child, so that this little one may be brought up in the faith
and this newly converted soul may be strengthened and edified.

But I'll tell you—many of you Christians do a deal of mischief by what
you say when going home. A man once said that when he was a lad he
heard a certain sermon from a minister and felt deeply impressed under
it. Tears stole down his cheeks and he thought within himself, “I will go
home to pray.” On the road home he fell into the company of two members
of the Church. One of them began saying, “Well, how did you enjoy the
sermon? The other said, “I do not think he was quite sound on such a
point.” “Well,” said the other, “I thought he was rather off his guard,” or
something of that sort.

“And one pulled one part of the minister’s sermon to pieces and another
the other, until,” said the young man, “before I had gone many yards with
them, I had forgetter all about it. And all the good I thought I had received
seemed swept away by these two men who seemed afraid lest I should get
any hope, for they were just pulling that sermon to pieces that would have
brought me on my knees.” How often have we done the same! People will
say, “What did you think of that sermon?” I gently tell them nothing at all
and if there is any fault in it—and very likely there is, it is better not to
speak of it, for some may get good from it. I do believe that many a ser-
mon that seems nothing but perfect nonsense from beginning to end may
be the means of salvation.
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You and I may have more knowledge of the Scriptures. We may be
more instructed and enlightened—we may say, “Dear me, I do not know
how people can hear that.” You may think people are not able to hear it
but they are saved. That is all you have to look after. A Primitive minister
has sometimes quite puzzled you—you have said, “l dare say the good
man understands himself but I do not understand him.” And yet he has
got all those people with their attention fixed. And you have seen souls
brought to God under the sermon and therefore you must not say any-
thing about it. You are obliged to say, “Well, it was not the sermon for
me.” Never mind that, it was the sermon for someone else.

It is the best way for you not to hear that man again but let him go on.
He will get some people to do good to, I dare say. I just throw this in, in an
interjaclatory way. If you have got hold of people’s ears, or a bit of their
ear. If you have got them to say, “I think I will come again,” do not put in
any word that may keep them away. But bestir yourselves, to be the
means of saving souls instrumentally, when you hear these signals from
on High.

And I think, my Brethren, I must expressly make an appeal to you in
regard to your own children. There are certain times in the history of my
own beloved children when they seem more impressible than at other sea-
sons. I beseech you never lose the opportunity. Salvation is of God, from
first to last. But yet it is your business to use all the means just as if you
could save them. Now there are times when your son, who is generally
very merry and wild, comes home from Chapel and there is a sort of so-
lemnity about him you do not often see. When you see that, get a word
with him.

Sometimes your little daughter comes home. She has heard something
she understands, something that seems to have struck her thoughts. Do
not laugh at her, do not despise that little beginning. Who can tell? It may
be the “sound in the tops of the mulberry trees.” Your son, a boy of four-
teen or fifteen, is often coming home apparently deeply interested and
sometimes you have thought, “Well, I do not know, the boy seems as if he
listened rather more than others do. I think there must be a good work in
him.” Do not, by any harshness of yours, put a rough hand on that tender
plant. Do not say to him, for instance, if he commits a little fault, “I
thought there was some good thing in you but there is no piety in you at
all, or else you would not have done it.”

Do not say that, that is a damper at once. Remember, if he is a child of
God he has his faults as well as any other boy. Therefore do not be too
harsh or severe with him but if you find the slightest good say, there is
the “sound in the tops of the mulberry trees.” There may be ever such a
faint rustling, never mind—that is my opportunity. Now will I be more
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earnest about my child’s salvation and now will I seek to teach him, if I
can, more fully the way of God. I will try to get him alone and talk to him.
The tender plant, if it is of God, it is sure to grow. But let me take care to
be the instrument of fostering it and let me take my boy aside and say to
him, “Well, my son, have you learned something of the evil of sin?”

And if he says yes and I find he has a little hope and faith, though it
may be rather a superficial work let me not despise it but let me remem-
ber I was once grace in the blade and though grace in the ear now, I
would never have been grace in the ear if I had not been grace in the
blade. I must not despise the blades, because they are not ears. I must
not kill the lambs because they are not sheep. For where would my sheep
come from if I killed all the lambs? I must not despise the weakest of the
saints, for where should I get the advanced saints from if I put weak ones
out of the Covenant and tell them they are not the children of God?

No, I will watch for the least indication, the least sign of any good thing
towards the Lord God of Israel and I will pray God that these signs may
not be delusive, not like the smoke that is driven away, nor like the early
cloud and the morning dew but the abiding signs of grace begun, which
shall be afterwards grace complete.

And lastly, not to detain you longer. Christian, in regard to yourself
there is a great truth here. There are times, you know, “when you hear the
sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees.” You have a peculiar
power in prayer. The Spirit of God gives you joy and gladness. The Scrip-
ture is open to you. The promises are applied. You walk in the light of
God’s countenance and His candle shines about your head. You have pe-
culiar freedom and liberty in devotion. Perhaps you have got less to attend
to in the world and more closeness of communion with Christ than you
used to have. Now is the time. Now, when you hear the “sound of a going
in the tops of the mulberry trees.”

Now is the time to bestir yourselves. Now is the time to get rid of any
evil habit that still remains. Now is the season in which God the Spirit is

with you. But spread your sail and remember what you sometimes sing—
“I can only spread the sail.
You Lord must breathe the auspicious gale.”

Be sure you have the sail up. Do not miss the gale for want of preparation
for it. Seek help of God that you may he more earnest in duty, when made
more strong in faith. That you may be more constant in prayer when you
have more liberty at the Throne. That you may be more holy in your con-
versation while you live more closely with Christ.

And oh, with regard to some here, who tonight, or this morning, or at
any other time, have been led to think, “Oh, that I might be saved!” If you
have any thought about it, any serious impression, I pray that God the
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Holy Spirit may enable you to look upon the impression that is made
upon you as the “sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees.” I
pray that you may be led to bestir yourselves and seek God more ear-
nestly. If God the Spirit has convicted you in any degree, if He has im-
pressed you, if He has made you tremble, if He has sent you home to
pray—now, I beseech you—be in earnest about your own soul.

And if God has awakened you so far, look upon that as a token of His
grace and say, “now or never.” It may be that this big wave will help you
over the great bar that is before the harbor’s mouth. This may be the tide,
which taken at the flood, leads on to Heaven. Oh, that God might help you
to take it at the flood, that you might be carried safely over your convic-
tions and your troubles and landed safely in the blessed haven of faith—
that haven which is protected by the atonement of Christ and by the bar
of everlasting love. God bless you, for Jesus’ sake! Amen.

Adapted from The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307
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